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BRITISH TAX BITE LOSING TEETH 





SET PAY SCALES 
FOR ACTORS IN 
TELEVISION 


A tentative proposed scale of fees 
-and working conditions for perform- 
ers in television has been worked 
out by a sub-committee of the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of America. 
‘Its contents are highly confidential, 
but will be submitted shortly to the 
full AAAA committee and the mem- 
berships of the affiliate unions, in- 
cladding Equity, American Federa- 
tion*o0f Radio Artists, Screen Actors 
Guild, American Guild of Musical 
Artists and American Guild of Vari- 
ety Artists. The general outlines will 
be presented to the AFRA national 
convention tomorrow (Thursday) 
and Friday (15) at the Hotel Astor, 
ee i 
Although the members of the tele- 
vision sub-committee have refused 
to reveal the contents of the tenta- 
tive video proposais, certain signi- 
_ficant details have emerged during 
various conversations with those on 
the parent committee and key offi- 
(Continued on page 55) 





- Radio Helps Mpls. Mayor 


~ To Win Fight for Control 
: Vs. Evictions for Rent 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 

Radio enabled Mayor H. H. 

_ Humphrey here to win an important 

‘ battle in his fight against eviction 
of tenants. WCCO, CBS. §sstation, 
‘Made time available to him and he 
‘took his case against the present 
federal control law in addresses to 
the people. 

The talks stirred the governor and 

‘courts to action and resulted in 
clearing the way for a ruling by the 
State attorney general that the city 
* council could enact an ordinance 
establishing local rent control, an 
‘agreement by the Minneapolis Board 
of Realtors to extend eviction notices 
from 30 to 60 or 90 days and the 
appointment of panels of lawyers to 
examine eviction notices and dispose 
of cases hinging on misunderstand- 
ings. 

Numerous evictions since the en- 
actment of the new federal rent con- 
trol law moved the mayor to resort 
to the radio for action. 


TUCKER AUTO, 1ST RUN, 





GETS BOFF 426 IN N.Y. 


Broadway show biz grosses may 
be Caught in a downbeat, but the 
Public evidently still has money to 
Spend for an attraction if it’s some- 
thing it wants to see. That fact was 





Reject Widow’s Claim 
On W. C. Fields’ Estate 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 


Mrs. Magda Michael, executor of 
the estate of W. C. Fields, formally 
rejected the claim of his widow, Mrs. 
Harriet C. Fields, for $241,225. Next 
step will be a lawsuit to press the 
claim in L. A. superior court. 

Mrs. Fields declares all Fields’ 
wealth was acquired after their mar- 
riage in 1900 and had become com- 
munity property, which he had no 
right to give away. 


Indignant Mamas 
Take a Fall Out Of 
Telecast Rassling 


By BEN BODEC 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
The groan-and-grunt profession 
may have to assume a= greater 
degree of decorum and respectabil- 


ity if it expects to win the good 
graces of television audiences in the 
home, at least as far as the women 
are concerned anyway. WBKB, 
Balaban & Katz's local video opera- 
tion, has received a number of let- 
ters from mothers complaining that 
the roughness and other antics of 
televised wrestlers are not con- 
ducive to good training for their 
growing boys. 

What the critical mothers say 
they don’t particularly like is fhe 
“unsportsmanlike” tactics of the 
wrestlers. The mauling, the slapping 
and other “unfair” hijinks in which 
the grunters indulge isn’t the sort 
of cricket, these mothers argue, that 
they want their Johnnies to pick up 
and perhaps test out on their play- 
mates. Another plaint from the 
same sources concerns the dialog the 
puffing performers now and then 
exchange. While not a sound of the 


(Continued on page 36) 


MPA IN DRIVE TO GET 
WASH. AID ON BRIT. TAX 


Washington, Aug. 12. 


Motion Picture Assn. has started 
an all-out campaign to line up Con- 
gressional reaction against the Brit- 
ish 75% tax on U. S. film earnings. 
What form the projected Congres- 
sional opposition will take has not 
yet been revealed, but it’s believed 
the MPA will stress to House and 
Senate leaders that the tax is in 
direct violation of the Anglo-U. S. 
loan agreement and that it may also 
be extended to products of other 
U. S. exporters. 











Practically every Congressman is 
'out of town during the current re- 
Tucker automobile, which will gross |°®SS 29d the MPA plans conse- 


an estimated $42,000 f h ren quently to contact them at their 
days ending ae ee | homes. Informal MPA meetings have 


Dointed up sharply this week by the 
first public demonstration of the new 








and, in all probabili Fh held | been held here during the last sev- 
OVer an seen eaten” ¥ eral days under the supervision of | 


Figure represents more than three | Joyce O'Hara, assistant to ~~ om | 

es the av bite | Johnston, to map out the plan of | 

e smaller a a eee a |attack. Pitch is to be made especi- | 
roadway firstrun cil ° 6 P =) 

(Continued on page 


(Continued on page 55) 





OEE TARIFE GUT 
V3, YANK FILMa 


With the initial shock of Britain’s 
75% tax bite on American films 
wearing off, conviction was growing 
almost to the point of optimism in 
the industry yesterday (Tuesday) 
that Premier Clement Attlee’s pre- 
cipitous action last week was all a 
mistake that would soon be recti- 
fied. The industry officially, of 
course, was taking no such view- 
point, but it was clearly evident that 
the virtual panic which overtook top 
execs with the news from Britain 
last Thursday (7) had by yesterday 
converted itself into cool, strategic 
thinking on means of getting the 
best possible compromise from the 
British. 

Reasons for the growing optimism 
were manifold. Among them was 
J. Arthur Rank’s statement Monday 
(11): “There is nothing to worry 
about. Some alternative dollar sav- 
ing scheme will be found to suit 
everybody.” 

There also was the unprecedented 
force of public and industry reac- 





Further detailed stories on 
U. S.-British tax situation on 
pages 2, 3, 4 and 5. 











tion in both this country and Eng- 
land at Attlee’s move in “confiscat- 
ing” via an ad valorem customs duty 
three-quarters of American film 
earnings in England, which amounted 
to $70,000,000 last year and should be 
better than $50,000,000 for 1947. The 
man in the street on both continents, 





(Continued on page 16) 


‘Coney Island of West’ 
Mapped Near St. Loo 


St. Louis, Aug. 12. 
A “Coney Island of the West,” on 
a Mississippi river island off North | 
St. Louis, is being planned by local | 
real estate operators, who recently 
purchased Mosenthein Island, a 


SENATE SURVEY 
ASLAP AT QUIZ 





wooded sandy spot, and expect 
enough public support te make the 
idea a success. 

An amusement park, airport and 
athletic tacilities are interwoven into 
the plan. 


Pix Talent Flees 
Reddish Taint In 





Coast ‘Town Hall’ 


OF PIX REDS 


Confidential poll of 79 U. S. sena- 
tors by Paul Sulds, member of Mu- 
tual Broadcasting System's Washing- 
ton staff and producer of Mutual’s 
“American Forum of the Air,” shows 
an inclination by the.legislators to 
let Hollywood go its own way in 
the matter of injecting “messages” 
into its films. 

Results of the poll are especially 
significant in the light of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee’s 
plan to open full-dress hearings in 
Washington next month to delve into 
communistic and other subversive in- 
fluences on Hollywood filmmaking. 





Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Selection of Hedda Hopper and 
Emmet Lavery to take the affirm- | 
ative and negative positions on the | 
question: “Is There Really a Threat | 
of Communism in Hollywood?” 
when “America’s Town Meeting of | 
the Air” airs from here, Sept. 4, has | 
had the effect of making folks here | 
take the air from town in fear of 
being “pinked” or punished, In 
consequence, Betty Colclough, sent 
here to line up the two-person 
teams, is having a tough time-of it 
booking speakers. 

No one wants to take the nega- 
tive alongside Lavery for fear of 
being labeled a swimming pool pink. 
And cértainly no one wants to op- 
pose column-conscious Miss Hopper. 
{t wouldn’t be healthy to talk back 
to ner, it’s figured, much less make 
her out wrong. 





Apparent implication of the Sulds 
| survey is that the senators are less 
concerned over the dangers of such 
influences than their fellow law- 
makers. 

Sulds privately polled the Sena- 
tors on 25 questions relating to do- 
mestic and world affairs, guarantee- 
ing the solons that their individual 


(Continued on page 48) 


Low Dollar Exchange 
Slows Yanks’ Visitor 
Return to the Riviera 


By EUGENE TILLINGER 


Nice, France, Aug. 5. 
For the first time since 1939 the 
Cote d’Azur again has become 
Europe’s most glamorous resort. 
France’s legendary blue coast today 








$75,000,000 U.S Net Can Still 


Be Gotten Without British Mkt. 


, and there one comes across bombed- 
‘out buildings. 
| the Cote a la whole, has escaped any 


By HERB GOLDEN 

While the loss of the British 
market as a result of England’s 75% 
tax on American films is undoubted- 
ly a tremendous blow to the U. S. 
industry, simple arithmetic shows 
the cries of “Murder!” are not en- 
tirely justified. The whole British in- 
come can be discounted and—if biz 
elsewhere holds up at anywhere near 
the present rate—the industry’s net 
profit will still near that of 1945, 
second biggest in modern industry 
history. ‘ 

Pencil work shows that despite 
the outcry against the 75% British 
levy, which has shaken the industry 
during the past week, there’s hardly 
a crisis in the “overall” Ameriean 
film picture. That “overall,” of 
course, is the catch, since the 
heaviest profits in the major com- 
panies’ annual reports are repre- 
sented by income from their affili- 
ated theatres. Theatre-owning com- 
panies, therefore, will be least hurt 
by the British situation, while the 
outfits without houses and the indie 
producers will be hit severely. 

Net profit of all U. S. picture 
companies ftast year was slightly 
more than $120,000,000. Income from | 
Britain was about 
that, approximately $25,000,000 was 





paid out in taxes, leaving a net 
from Britain of $45,000,000. Knock 
that off the $120,000,000 total | 
profit and it’s easily seen that the | 
net would still be $75,000,000. 

That $75,000,000, of course, isn’t | 
an entirely fair comparison, inas- 
much as it assumes that worldwide ' 
biz outside of England will be as | 
good this year as last—which it 
isn’t. Paramount’s first sixsmonth 
statement, issued last week, showed, 
for instance, a drop in earnings of | 
$4,385,000. That would indicate an | 
overall industry drop for the year 
of perhaps $20,000,000 — unlikely 
more than that since the b.o. slip | 
in Britain need no more be in-| 
cluded in this figuring. That means | 
that the net—minus British income— 
would be about $55,000,000 this year. 

While far below the $120,000,000 
racked up in 1946, it’s close enough | 
to 1945’s $63,000,000 and compares 
favorably with the 143-45 average 
of $35,000,000 and the !%40-45 aver- 
age of $47,000,000. 

Carrying the arithmetic a _ bit 
farther on an “overall” basis, even 
the loss of the entire foreign mar- 
ket wouldn’t push the industry as 
a whole into the red. Total foreign 


(Continued on page 34) 


shines again in its classic, pre-war 
charm. The war years have left 
their-marks, true enough; the majes- 
tic palaces from - enton to Cannes, 
which used to get each year a new 
coat of paint, have turned pale; here 
But, miraculously, 
real damage. 

Recently a French newspaper sig- 


| nificantly headlined that “The Cote 


d'Azur Gets Ready to Welcome the 
(Continued on page 55) 


TRUMAN MAY ATTEND 
DAUGHTER’S CONCERT 


Hollly wood, Aug. 12. 

Extent of precautionary prepara- 
tion being taken at Hollywood Bowl 
for the appearance there Aug. 23 
or 24 of Margaret Truman, daughter 
of the President, lends strong im- 
pression that the entire first family 
will be on hand for the tyro singer's 
professional concert debut. 

U. S. Secret Service men have 
been fine-combing the vast bc wl and 
|setting up vantage points, in addi- 
tion to sequestering number .f seats, 
| Miss Truman wired acceptance 
'last week, following up on bid she 
is said to have initialed earlier in 
| the season but which was aban- 
| doned due to the illness then of her 
late grandmother. Bowl hurriedly 
juggled its schedule to make room 





$70,000,000. Of! income last year was about $125,- | for what undoubtedly will be a sell!- 


out event. 
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Pic Biggies Stress B. 0. Optimism 
For the Fall; Business Off 10-15% 


With the 





domestic film grosses in light of the 
British 75% tax on U.S. earnings, 
recent optimistic statements by top 
industry officials that grosses should 
take a turn for the better in the fall 
are considered especially significant. 
Despite sporadic signs of an early 
end to the current nationwide dip, 
however, boxoffice take for the last 
wix weeks is off 10-15% over the 
game period in 1946. ; 

Biz in one major circuit was off 
15°, for July, representing about the 
same decline as June, according to 
the circuit chief. Warm, sunny weath- 
er has been the deciding factor in 
the slump, he said, with a scarcity of 
good product all down the line also 
contributing. Circuit topper declared 
he’s not disturbed over conditions, 
but is “fairly optimistic that the 
worst is over.” ‘Citing the number of 
good pictures scheduled for Sep- 
tember .release, he declared there’s 
“no reason why business this 
fall shouldn’t be as good as it was 
last year.” 

Another major circuit showed 
about the same decline during the 
Jast six weeks, ‘according to its di- 
rector of operations. He pinned 
the entire blame for the dip on the 
fact that product this year is not as 
good qualitatively as it was last 
year. He too, however, expressed 
optimism that business would again 
pick up with better pictures coming 
in the fall. 

Consensus among industry officials 
is that the boxoffice is showing a 
much firmer tone and that the pes- 
simistic outlook during the last sev- 
eral months was ballyhooed far be- 
yond its true proportions. In any re- 
trenchment by the public in its buy- 
ing activities, it’s pointed out, the 
people usually go to extremes at the 
start. Public now is backtracking on 
its careful spending, and the box- 
office graph is gradually leveling off. 
People are still shopping for their 
film fare, but the first signs of a 
boxoffice upbeat are now strong 
enough to be considered a good por- 
tent for the future. 


HEAT WAVE KNOCKS 
CHI’S LOOP FOR A LOOP 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Four-day heat wave that hit 100 
degrees each day found show biz, 
‘ except for pic houses, gasping last 
week. Wave that started last Sun- 
day and finally broke Thursday (7) 
cut nitery attendance by one-third 
to one-half; major ballrooms were 
down to 50 or 60 couples, or at least 
75° off, although air-conditioned; 
biz at the Ringling circus was 
off 25%. 


Motion picture houses held up ex- 
tremely well, with people flocking 
to the theatres to,cool off. 


London Legit’s New Lease 








On Life; Eateries Packed | 


London, Aug. 12. 


West End show biz has taken sud- 
despite hot weather. 
Shows which, a couple weeks ago, 
were playing for slim houses, have 
Manage- 
seeking theatres for West 
suddenly find 
houses difficult to obtain, some be- 
ing compelled to keep shows out of 


den spurt, 


taken new lease of life. 
ments, 
End __ productions, 


town. 


Eateries, after a lean period, are 
also finding things much more to 
their liking, with famed spots like 
Dorchester and Ciro’s 


the Savoy, 
doing capacity trade. 


Cause of sudden liveliness is at- 


tributed primarily to foreign visitors 
influx, especially Americans, 


exodus around this time of year, 
prefering to stay home due to trav- 
elling difficulties. 


increased emphasis on? 


with 
Londoners, generally making mass 


Another reason | 


Sports Shorts 


Legal battle over the an-_ 
nounced discontin‘iance of Madi- 
son Square Garden's NBC tele- 
casts of fights there started soon 
after Dan: Parker, N. Y. Mirror 
sports editor and _ columnist, 
wrote that viewing the bouts by 
television was more effective 
than seeing them from the first 
row Of working press. It’s con- . 
ceded that boxing shows afe the 
top sports events so far as tele- 
vision visibility is concerned. In 


tated, figured the telecasts are 
denting attendance. It’s believed, 
however, that $12-top ticket 
scale for mediocre boxing shows 
is also a factor in clipping the 
number of. fans. 


Saratoga’s first week of racing 
seeing small crowds and inflated 
prices; nightclub gaming casi- 
nos operating but very few 
players. 








‘Complicated Auditing 
Delays Tax Action 
Vs. 1-Pic Companies 


Bureau of Internal Revenue’s fail- 
| ure as yet even to so much as have 
|sent out bills in its drive on Holty- 
| wood’s one-picture corporations is 
;not to be taken as an indication it 
{is dropping the fight. That’s the 
|opinion of Ferdinand Tannenbaum, 
New York and Washington attorney 
who has specialized in tax cases for 
the past 25 years and who represents 
Samuel Goldwyn in the one-picture 








| 


addition to private receiving El! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
sets there are many bars, in- Coming soon, the most unusual 
cluding those near the Garden, picture ever made, KEN MUR- 
which operate when the fights RAY’S Production, “BILL AND 
are on, and Sol -Strauss, in coo,” in Trucolor, A Republic re- 
charge. of these shows since lease. 

Mike Jacobs became _ incapaci- 








: 269th WEEK | 
‘KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 


4 








Meredith, Goddard Call 
London Critics to Dublin 
To Offset ‘Red’ Rumor 


By HANNEN SWAFFER 


London, Aug. 6. 

I wondered why I and several 
other: newspapermen ‘had been in- 
vited to fly to Dublin as the guests of 
the management to see the first night 
of “Winterset,” produced for a 
month’s run at the historic Gaiety 
theatre. 


Certainly it was Paulette God- 
dard’s stage debut. Certainly also 
Burgess Meredith, her husband, was 
to repeat his New York triumph. 
And certainly I was a friend of both 
of them. But why ask Paul Holt of 
the Daily Express, Lionel Hale of 
the Daily Mail, and the deputy critic 
of the Daily Telegraph? It was 
a mystery to me. 

Then, ‘after the show, at nearly 
three in the morning, Meredith con- 
fessed to Holt and me in my bed- 
room that it was because Paulette 





corporation case potentially pending 
against him. 

Tannenbaum declared this week 
that his inquiries have shown the 
delay by the Bureau has been caused 
|merely by the long and extremely 
complicated auditing process it must 
complete before action can be taken 
in any of the cases. He appears to 
| be in a good position to know, since 
| he is a member of the Washington 
ifirm of Wenchel, Tannenbaum & 
Nunan, Wenchel is former chief 
counsel for the Revenue Bureau and 
Nun: n was Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue. 


Tannenbaum is prepared fo fight 
the Goldwyn case to the Supreme 
| Court if necessary, on the assump- 
, tion that the producer’s action in 
| Setting up a separate corporation 
; was a perfectly legal practice and 
not a tax dodge. He pointed out that 
every real estate operator in the 

country sets up a separate corpora- 

tion for each building he owns—a 
| well-recognized practice that is per- 
_fectly legal and analagous to the film | 
situation. 

On the other hand, Tannenbaum 
was much less certain of the legality 
of some one-picture corporations in 
which the participants took no sal- 
ary, but got their income via the 
capital gain in the value of the cor- 
poration. Tannenbaum admitted such 
corporations may have given the 
appearance of having been set up to 
avoid full income tax payments. 

One-picture companies are de- 
signed to take advantage of that 
facet of the tax laws which provides 
a levy of only 25% on an increase in 
capital holdings, as against much 
higher nercentages for earned in- 





| 








|in his struggling days in New York 


and himself, accused of being Com- 
munists by scandalous rumors, had 
feared, when we were invited, that 
they would be ignored by the local 
critics and evén boycotted, by order 
of the Church, by vast sections of 
the public, 


When, after rehearsals had begun 
in Dublin, he first heard this, Mere- 
dith proposed abandoning the entire 
project and returning to London. 
After all, he had only consented to 
act in the piay to please Ria Mooney, 
the producer, whom he had known 
years before. There 
in it for him. 
Besides, it was all so silly. “Why 
should we come to Dublin to spread 
Communism?” he asked. . 


“Dublin is a world capital,” some- 
one tried to explain. 

Miss Mooney, who suspected that 
the rumors had been circulated by 
an enemy of hers, insisted on track- 
ing down. their origin. She learned 
from the Ministry of Justice that it 
was untrue, as had been stated, that 
the Merediths’ political views had 
been probed. She had the assurance 
of the Archbishop of Dublin that the 
Church had no feelings in the mat- 
ter and that, anyway, the Dean of 
Canterbury, the notorious “Red 
Dean,” had been allowed to make a 


was nothing 


Communist speech in the city. In 
fact, it was all the bunk. 
In the meantime, however, we 


London critics had been invited to 
Dublin for the reason, unknown to 
ourselves, that the show would get a 
square deal. Actually, Burgess and 
Paulette are broad-minded Roose- 
veltians who, except as regards its 
foreign policy, favor the Labor Gov- 





come. The outfits fold after making 
one film, then form a new corpora- 
tion. 

In addition to being a member of 
the Washington firm, Tannenbaum is 
a member of Olvany, Eisner & Don- 

nely, N. Y. 








for Londoners staying is the Gov- | 


ernment tightening up of travelling 
allowances for continental jaunts. 





Coogan, Jackie Cooper 


Teamed in Mono Deal 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Two Jackies, Coogan and Cooper. 
former kid players, signed a deal to 
co-star in two pictures a year for 
' Sid Luft, produeing for Monogram 
release. 
First picture will be “Trouble for 
Two,” to be, directed by Phil Karl- 
son, starting in October, 


( 


- eaaapiiinienabid 


Kave’s WB Pact Makes 
| Wife Associate Producer 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


Danny Kaye and his wife, Sylvia | 
Fine, were signed bdDy Warners to | 


make five pictures in the next seven 
years. 

Kaye will star and the missus will 
function as associate producer and 
collaborator on special material. 
Contract the first of its kind 
signed by Kaye, who has hitherto 
made individual pacts. 


is 


‘ernment in Britain as being the best 
lanswer to Communism. ° 


| Weil, there was no need for us 
Londoners, after all. “Winterset” 
|was successfully produced, Mere- 


jdith got an ovation, Miss Goddard 
lacted more competently than I ex- 
pect from film stars, and the evening 
ended in a joyous supper party at 
|which the stars entertained not only 
distinguished guests, but all the 
company and the chief stagehands. 

I'm all for Meredith. And I'm a 
Paulette Goddard fan. 


} 


Woolley Recuping at Home 
Albany, Aug. 12. 
Monty Woolley, who underwent 
an operation at Albany Hospital in 
early July, returned last week to his 
home in Saratoga Springs. 


in history. 


port practically all. 


Sidelight on the British tax situation is the di 
which English exhibs find themselves, even without a film ban 
view of the fuel shortage. The tight little isle expects its worst winter 


Britain's Fuel Shortage 


London, Aug. 12 
circumstances in 
in 


Heating rations are limited and exhibs are now trying desperately 
to plan ahead. It’s believed that the fuel shortage will bring many 
closings, at least for a part of the cold weeks. Crux of the situation 
is the condition of the British mimers who are underfed and unable to 
‘work too well since they’re not getting thé food they need. 

Food. rations are ‘about the same as they are in Germany, but the 
Reich can supply some of its own necessities while Britain must im. 
The fuel situation has;reached the point where 
Britons are trying desperately to find some way of getting condensed 


fuel from the U. S. to guarantee heat in at least one room in each 


house when the cold spell sets in 











BEA LILLIE REVEALS 
PLANS FOR US, REVUE 


Beatrice Lillie, who sailed for 
London, Friday (8), aboard the 
Queen Mary, revealed she plans to 
return to the U. S. around the end 
of September. Accompanying her 
on the trip are Jack Buchanan and 
Andre Charlot. Final details for 
the projected British and American 
production of “Charlot’s Revue,” 
the. comedienne said, will probably 
be worked out upon their arrival in 
Britain. In any event, the star de- 
clared, she definitely expected to do 
a revue in New York this season. 

Film actress Maria Montez, an- 
other passenger, said she would join 
her husband, Jean Pierre Aumont, 
who’s been in England for a month 
starring in Columbia's “First Gentle- 
man,” now in production there. Fol- 
lowing his film stint, the actress 
stated that he would appear in a 
sel’-written play. “The Emperor of 
China,” due to open in Paris in No- 
vember. Miss Montez added that upon 
her return she would star in “The 
Scarlet Feather,” tinter slated to roll 
Nov. 15, with Charles R. Rogers 
producing for United Artists release. 

Also sailing on the Mary was Vic- 
tor Saville with his wife and daugh- 
ter. Saville, who plans to be away 
about a month, described the pur- 
pose of his trip as “private business.” 
Upon his return he'll direct the 
Alexandre Dumas classic, “The 
Three Musketeers,” scheduled for 
October production at Metro lot, 
with Pandro S. Berman handling the 
production reins. 

Other passengers were actress 
Elizabeth Taylor, going abroad for 
a vacation; John Gielgud and Rob- 
ert Flemyng, members of the Giel- 
gud company which produced “Love 
for Love” and the “Importance of 
Being Earnest” on Broadway last 
season; film producer. David E. 
Rose and Metro musical director 
Herbert Stothart. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Maxwell Anderson 
Bette Arlen 
Collins Bane 
William Brogdon 
Merian C. Cooper 
Suzie Crandall 
Jack Dales 

Igor Dega 

Sergio DeKarlo 
Ann Dvorak 
Lynn Farnol 
Glenda Farrell 
Sheilah Graham 
Hugh Green ®@& 
Mrs. Zane Grey 
Hal Hackett 
Robert Hakim 
Alan Hale 
Patricia Harris 
Ross Hastings 
Milt Howe 

Marie Johnson 
Margaret Johnston 
Robert L. Joseph 
Mrs. Miké Kaplan 
Max Kravitz 
John Krimsky 
Peg La Centra 
Carole Landis 
Vonne Lester 
Howard Lindsay 
Harold Long 
Victor Mature 
Dave Miller 
Harry Moriarity 
Al Parker 

N. Peter Rathvon 
Guy Rennie 
Sondra Rogers 
David E. Rose 
Arthur Rosenstein 
Ted Saucier 

Car! Schroeder 
James A. Sixsmith 
Lou Smith 
Andrew Solt 

Paul Stewart 
Dorothy Stickney 
John Sutherland 
Ross Sutherland 
Harry Alan Tower 





* 





Screen ster had been in the local 
hospital for @bservation twice pre- 


j ceding the surgery. 


Beverly Tyler 
Paul Whiteman 
Harry Von Zell 


British Leaders 
Agree New Tax 
Cripples Home Biz 


London, Aug. 12. 

Unanimous opinjng among British 
film industry leaders regarding the 
new 300% ad valorem duty on U. S, 
films is that it will cripple Britain’s 
picture business, 

Summing up produicers’ viewpoint, 
J. Arthur Rank told Variety: “Brit- 
ain won't save a single dollar for a 
long time from the tax but we have 
antagonized a very good friend. It 
will hit British cinemas in less than 
a year and it will hit our prestige 
picture program since it will force 
cheaper production of films. We 
couldn't. fill our cinemas only with 
British films.” 

Sir Alexander Korda concurred 
in declaring: “Our market is bound 
to suffer. It is now certain that 
America will not give British films 
the same chance as before.” 

Herbert Wilcox, indie producer, 
called the tax a major catastrophe to 
continue for 25 years. “The staple 
diet of cinemas,” he said, “has been 
films from America. This tax is not 
only ungenerous; it is bound to be 
taken by Amcricans as vindictive.” 
Several independent exhibitors, ine 
cluding Sidney Bernstein and Ship- 
man & King, circuit owners. dis- 
cussed the seriousness of the situae 
tion at a special meeting Saturday 
(9) and unofficially stated that the 
tax is likely to ruin the independ- 
ents, who would be unable to get 
pictures. 

William Fuller, general secretary 
of the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn., stated: “The tax will have a 
shattering effect on the entire pic- 
ture industry without giving any im- 


‘mediate aid to the financial crisis. 


When supply of present American 
unreleased films now in England, 
which is expected to last six months, 
runs out, companies will have two 
alternatives: (1) continue new film 
supply under the new duty rule or, 
(2), use reissues, which are untax- 
able. I expect old American films, 
together with old British films, to 
be used in the next 18 months since 
80% of British playing time relies on 
American films. As public demand 
for old films decreases, cinemas must 
close.” 


“During the war,” he concluded, 
“the government rated films as hav- 
ing top importance for morale. But 
this tax will have a disastrous ef- 
fect on the film industry and is bound 
to create widespread unemployment 
affecting the entire film business.” 





N. Y. to L. A. | 


George Bagnall 
Maurice Bergman 
Nate Blumberg 
Carroll Case 
William H. Clark 
Sam Cummins 
Linda Darnell 
Matty Fox 
Margaret Hartigan 
Paul Hollister 

Alf Kjellin 
Dudley Nichols 
Karin Nordgreen 
Joseph M. Schenck 
W. A. Scully 
Frederic Ullman Jr. 


N. Y. to Europe 


Rex Harrison 





ee 


Arthur W. Kelly 
Lilli Palmer 
Jack Warner 


Europe to N. Y. 
IL E. Lopert 
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Compromise Inevitable 


The British government must now be sitting back and reeling 
from the repercussions of its 75% tax edict against American - 
pictures playing British theatres. 
tainly have amazed even the most optimistic of tax proponents. 
It all adds up to one of the biggest “mistakes” ever perpetrated 
by Britain against U.S. interests, if mistake it can be called. 


A compromise is inevitable. 


It’ll have to come. 


The reverberations must cer- 


Now, next 


week—or even in six months, when the backlog of American pix 
in England may ‘be exhausted. There certainly can be no doubt 


that Mr. Attlee and his cabinet pushed through the 75% 


verdict 


with the full knowledge that a compromise was inevitable. But 
why with the bluntness of a mortar bashing an Axis enemy? 


In adjoining columns of this issue the effects of the legislation 
speak for themselves. The American film companies have acted, 


and quickly. 


Britain’s Mr. Rank recently was promised the best possible 
break for his British pictures on their American exhibition. 
Does it mean anything to Mr. Attlee that the American compa- 
nies with which Rank has this deal have agreed not to act against 
Mr. Rank, beacon of the British film industry, in reprisal? The 
Yanks, at least, haven’t lost their perspective. 








Potential Income Cues New Deal 
On Financing of Indie Firms 





While virtually all banks financ-+ 


ing indie production have called a 
halt on further loans until the Brit- 
ish tax situation clears, there were no 
indications this week of any perma- 
nent cessation of production credit. 
Key to further loans, according to 
the bankers, is a reduction of 
budgets to bring costs in line with 
potential income. 

“We will continue to make loans 
as long as they are ‘sound’,” de- 
clared George Yousling, v.p. in 
charge of film loans for the Security- 
First National Bank of Los Angeles, 
one of leading banks in the coun- 
try in production financing. Yousling 
is currently in New York. 

“To make loans ‘sound’,” the Secur- 
ity exec declared, “Hollywood will 
have to bring down its sights. You 
can't spend the same amount of 
money on a picture that’s going to 
play the British market and one 
that isn’t. Present production costs 
do not make for ‘sound’ loans minus 
the British market. 

“The American film industry itself 
is sound and will go on making pic- 
tures no matter how restricted the 
foreign market open to it. It can 
make an acceptable profit out of the 
home market alone if costs are prop- 
erly adjusted with that in view.” 

Even if indie producers should de- 
sire to jump the industry embargo 
on sending films into England, they 
face an almost insurmountable 
hurdle. British rules require that 
they deposit at the time the film 
comes into the country the tax bite 
of 75% of the estimated revenue the 
pic will produce. That could easily 
mean several hundred thousand dol- 
lars, which, needless to say, most 
indie producers do not have avail- 
able to tie up in this manner, 


Film Co. Publicists 
+ Seeking Editorial 
Help on 75%, Tax 


Top ad-publicity heads of the 
major U. S. film companies will try 
as far as possible to harness all 
editorial comment on the British 
75% tax in a favorable light for the 
American industry. That point was 
agreed upon at a meeting of the 
ad-pub chiefs Monday (11) at the 
Motion Picture Assn. offices in New 
York. 

Publicity men arrived at no def- 
inite program for carrying on this 
work, merely tossing ideas back and 
forth in a general roundtable discus- 
sion. All activities will be confined 
to an unofficial status, it was de- 
cided. Group huddled mainly on 
what could or should be done to 
meet the situation and what each 
ad-pub chief individually could do. 








JACK WARNER IN ENGLAND 


London, Aug. 12. 
Jack Warner landed in England 
yesterday (11) on a combination 
business and personal visit. 
He intends to 0.0. Warner Bros.’ 
interests in light of new British tax 
law, then join his wife in Paris. 





‘ 


Mono Tax’s Ist Victim 


Steve Broidy, Monogram prez, 
became the first American vic- 
tim of the new 75% British tax 
when he arrived in London last 
Wednesday (6) carrying four 
films with him. 

After Broidy lost his fight 
with customs officials, claiming 
the films were: brought ashore 
before the tax went into effect, 
Broidy shipped the films back 
on the Queen Elizabeth’s re- 
turn trip. 


Compromise’ Talk 
Ups Film Stocks 


After many U. S. picture com- 
pany’s shares made new lows for 
the year two days in succession last 
week, film stocks recovered sharply 
in Monday’s (11) market on news 
from London that government offi- 
cials there indicated a compromise 
on Great Britain’s 75% tax on U. S. 
films. Result was that many film 
company issues rebounded from 
their 1947 lows to show net gains 
on the day despite a general lag- 
ging market. 

Interest in film shares and desire 
of traders to participate in their re- 
covery marketwise shoved five pic- 
ture issues up to the status of the 
five most actively traded-in stocks 
in Monday’s session. Biggest gain 
was made by Loew's, which climbed 
nearly $1.50 to $20.50. Universal also 
was especially strong with nearly 
$1 recovery to $19.25. 

London report regarding hopes of 
a compromise figure on the ad 
valorem tax against American films 
distributed in Britain was linked to 
the idea that this might develop 
from talks about relaxing the Brit- 
ish loan agreement. This also fits in 
with the theory held by many in the 
trade that the drastic 75% tax was 
offered as a trading point by the 
British government. 


FILM FIRM CHIEFS 
IN STRATEGY MEET 


Full array of film industry brass, 
representing top execs of the eight 
major companies, gathered for a 
general strategy huddle yesterday 
(12) in the office of Metro prez 
Nicholas M. Schenck. Although com- 
ing on heels of new British tax bite, 
meeting discussed other problems to 
face the film industry in the coming 
months. General policy was formu- 
lated on public relations, advertising 
methods and ethics, and economy 
measures, including personnel cut- 
backs. 

Among those present at the meet- 
ing, besides Schenck, were Peter 
Rathvon, Nate Blumberg, Spyros 
Skouras, Joseph Schenck, Major 
Harry M. Warner, Barney Balaban, 
Grad Sears, and Jack Cohn, 














OFFER LIT AGENTS 
OG FOR ToT LOOKS 


Metro has tossed a bombshell into 
the film story market in New York 
in the past two weeks. It has made 
a suggestion to two literary agents 
that they accept $5,000 a year fees in 
return for giving M-G first gander 
at material they handle. 


Other companies, already incensed 
over Metro’s recent prize-novel con- 
test, are drawing their dirks and 
banding together for a_ battle. 
They’re out to skewer the Metro 
story department and privately have 
expressed themselves as not averse 
to whatever means are necessary to 
do it. 


The two agents to whom Metro 
very tentatively suggested the re- 
tainer idea both turned it down— 
and fast. One, the _ best-known 
femme agent in the business, re- 
plied “preposterous.” The other, also 
a woman—although her reply could 
hardly be called ladylike—gave an 
answer that its postoffice permit 
forbids this paper to print. 

The 10%-ers feel it highly unethical 
to accept money from anyone but 
their clients. They say it could do 
their writing stables incalculable 
financial harm to sell a story to one 
company without giving every other 
studio the opportunity to,consider it 
and make a higher bid. 

Story editors of other companies 


(Continued on page 18) 


Up to 600 Layed Off 
At 20th-Fox Studio 
In Sudden Trimming 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Layoffs of between 500 and 600 
studio employees were effected by 
20th-Fox over weekend. Many of the 
layoffs were the usual seasonal dis- 
missals. Employees were notified on 
Saturday (9) that layoff was effec- 
tive immediately and would last at 
least a month. 

Majority of departments were af- 
fected by sudden trimming, under- 
stood to be in line with new studio 
policy of laying off personnel be- 
tween pictures, instead of keeping 
on huge crews, as has been general 
practice in the past. Property, pro- 
duction and camera departments in 
particular were hard hit in move 
which follows on studio dropping 
several hundred three months ago. 
Understood further cuts are to be 
instituted later in the week. These, 


(Continued on page 18) 














Joe Schenck West 


Joseph M. Schenck, who's been in 
New York for the past 10 days, re- 
turns to the Coast at the end of this 
week; 20th-Fox exec was east on a 


pany problems. 

Among subjects discussed at 20th 
were the falling grosses suffered 
during late spring and summer and 
methods of increasing cooperation 
between the studio and homeoffice. 
Schenck also attended meetings of 
the United Artists Theatre Circuit, 
of which he’s prexy; the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. on the British tax situa- 
tion, and of company presidents at 
Metro yesterday (Tuesday), 





Kearns Demands 
Carpenters Testify 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Lashing at labor leaders for hav- 
ing kept away from the scene of 
action in the current film labor dis- 
pute, Congressman Carroll Kearns 
(R., Pa.) declared at yesterday’s 
session (11) that hearings of the 
House Labor subcommittee would 
not adjourn until William Hutche- 
son, international prez of the Car- 
penters union, was put on the wit- 
ness stand. “I want him out here 
on the Coast,” Kearns said, “to see 
if we can find out why, when there 
is no wage dispute and no disagree- 
ment over hours, someone can say 


(Continued on page 24) 


Deborah Kerr’s 3G Wkly. 
Start on M-G Contract 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Deborah Kerr is reportedly set on 
new seven-year pact, without op- 
tions, at Metro. Gets $3,000 weekly 
start and works up to _ $7,000 
weekly last two years of co:tract. 
In “no-option” aspect, deal is sim- 
ilar to those held by Clark Gable, 

Van Johnson and Greer Garson. 
Binder is reported based on full 
52 weeks annually for filmmaking 
here and in England, her total take 
to run between $1,500,000-$2,000,000. 
She was inked on the basis of top 














critical returns for her work in 
“Hucksters.” 





National Boxoffice Survey 
Record Heat Wilts Biz—‘Kissing,’ ‘Stranger,’ ‘Ruth,’ 


‘Brute,’ ‘Hucksters,’ 


Record heat wave throughout the 
middle west and in other sections of 
the country currently is giving ex- 
hibitors a real summer headache. 
Break in torrid weather recently has 
been followed by the mercury soar- 
ing again, with the Atlantic seaboard 
suffering from excessive humidity. 
An exception is San Francisco, which 
reports a rebound in biz when the 
weather turned cool. Many exhibs 
are now looking for a return to bet- 
ter boxoffice with launching of fall 
season at the end of this month. 


“I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
Now” (20th) is overcoming the heat 
and summer dog days to soar into 
national leadership this week. Not 
far behind is “Welcome Stranger” 
(Par), although it’s showing in only 
six key cities covered by VARIETY. 
Fact that it is hitting a new summer 
high at the big N. Y. Paramount is 
naturally a help. It is leading Detroit 
this stanza despite its being in its 
third session. Film also is big in 
K. C., Minneapolis, Chicago and San 
Francisco. 

Others in Big Six class are “Dear 
Ruth” (Par), “Brute Force” (U), 
“Hucksters” (M-G) and “Cry Wolf” 
(WB), in order of b.o. strength, 
showing and playdates. “Wolf” ap- 
pears to be measuring up to promise 
shown by N. Y. Strand playdate. | 
“Brute” is leader in mild Buffalo, 


‘Wolf’ Are Big Six 


and still good in fourth N. Y. round. 

Runners-up are headed by “Ro- 
mance of Rosy Ridge” (M-G), which 
just missed the top six grade. 
“Possessed” (WB) and “Slave Girl” 
(U) also were high on the list. 

Besides “Ridge” a long string of 
new pictures hinted future possibili- 
ties on test dates or preem engage- 
ments. “Desert Fury” (Par) with big 
showings in Denver and Frisco (sec- 
ond week), tips future potentialities. 
“Long Night” (RKO), while moder- 
ate in Buffalo, looks strong in Bos- 
ton. “Northwest Outpost” (Rep) is 
doing fairly well in view of condi- 
tions on its initial date in N. Y. this 
week. 


“Life of Walter Mitty” (RKO), 
new Danny Kaye starrer which 
opens this week in N. Y., hit a new 
high on its preem session in Chi- 
cago. “Green For Danger” (E-L) 
looms as one of the best bets from 
this distributor on basis of its sturdy 
week in N. Y. 

“Carnegie Hall” (UA), now going 
out on general release, is doing great 
in Frisco and big in Philadelphia. 


| Reissue of “Gone With Wind” (M-G) 


is socko at 400-seat Frisco house. 
“Best Years” (RKO) currently is 
winding up the 38th week of its 
record run at the Astor theatre. 
|N. Y. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 





nice in Boston, solid in Baltimore | Pages 8-9.) 


continues in effect. 


| Motion Picture Assn., 


: }only at the moment in achieving 
number of general industry and com- | 





US. Companies Seen Halting Prod. 
In England Until 757, Is Rescinded 


+ 
vv 


Film production by U. S. majors 
in England is expected to take a 
temporary hiatus as long as the 
British ad valorem tax on earnings 
While the in- 
dustry at large, working through the 
is concerned 


some lessening of the tax load, a 
survey of those companies conteme- 
plating shooting films in Britain ree 
veals they'll now mark time in 
hopes that the tax will be rescinded. 


Metro has been committed to its 
most ambitious British schedule, 
with four pictures waiting to roll at 
the company’s’ recently-reopened 
Elstree studios in London. Company 
spokesman declared it was impos- 
sible to estimate how much of the 
films’ budgets was originally figured 
to come from earnings of Metro pic- 
tures in England With the tax now 
in effect, however, Metro will prob- 
ably hold off production on “Secret 
Garden,” first of the roster, until the 
British situation takes a turn for the 
better 

Film was originally to have been 
temporarily postponed anyway, since 
Deborah Kerr, assigned the femme 
lead, is expecting a baby late this 
year. Script has been finished and 


(Continued on page 22) 


Colbert Won't Work 
For Rank During Crisis; 


Some Lean Other Way 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Claudette Colbert announced she 
will not make a picture for J. Arthur 
Rank until the British situation is 
settled to the benefit of the U. S. 
film industry. Some other Hollywood 
actors who are under contract, or 
have agreed to make films with 
British producers, leaned the other 
way when queried by Vartery. 

One of many “ifs and buts” on 
which her verbal deal with Rank 
hinges, Miss Colbert said, is his 
ability to line up a story that will 
meet with her approval. She im- 
plied that none of the properties he 
can produce now will receive her 
sanction in view of the confiscatory 
75% tax. Rank had announced on 
a recent visit here that he had 
secured her commitment for a one- 
film deal. 

Indications from the Bing Crosby 

(Continued on page 20) 
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MPA Cites British Bootstrap Device’ 
To Brush Off 1945 U. S. Treaty In 
Filing Its TaxCase With State Dept. 











Barney Oldfield Back 
To Army as Lieut. Col. 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Barney Oklfield, publicist at War- 
ners, returned to the Army as a 
lientenant colonel and was assigryd 
to the public information division of 
the War Department in Washington. 
New assignment returns Oldfield 
to the staff of Maj. Gen. F. L. Parks, 
under whom he served in Europe 
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~ Tt Sez Here (Or Does It?) 


London, Aug. 12. 


Following is the actual and official text of the law passedby the British 
government on Aug. 6 governing the duties to be imposed on imported 
‘ 


A. In the case of registered film, not being film shown to the sat- 
isfaction of the Commissioners of Customs and Excise to be a dupli- 
cate of film on which customs duty has been paid under this sub 
paragraph by reference to the value thereof and not wholly or partly 











Se | 


oe 


In a stiffly-worded document+ during the war. Oldfield, former refunded, the duty is 300% of the value of the film. 
charging Britain with violation of “tay Omaha film critic, was mustered out B. In the case of registered film shown to the satisfaction of the 
British-American tax and trade Medallion © Teeoff of the Army as a colonel. Commissioners, to be such a duplicate, as aforesaid, the duty is one 
agreements, Motion Picture Assn. ; : Fe 2: penny per linear foot. 
placed its case against the new Brit-| Medallion Pictures, new indie pro- C. In the case of unregistered film, if of a width not exceeding one 
ish import duty on U. S. films into , ducing outfit organized by Glen Ad inch, or consisting only of a single sound track, or shown to the sat- 

Giate Department hands yesterday | Allvine and Tom Atkins, will tee off ?). Ga Tne isfaction of the Commissioners to consist wholly of photographs (with 
(12). with “Devil's Staircase.” “ or without soundtrack), which at the time of importation are means tr 

Brief, written by Allen Dulles, of Script, currently being polished by of communicating news, or to be a duplicate of film on which cus- re 
Sullivan & Cromwell, was also pre- Adele Buffington, is from an orig- e toms duty has been paid at the rate of five-pence per linear foot and 1 
sented to British chancellor of the |inal by Dorothy Hughes. Mag story, 0 | S not wholly or partly refunded, duty one penny per linear foot. 7 
Exchequer Hugh Dalton by MPA |‘“Golden Glow,” by Gordon Gurwit, D. In the case of unregistered films not within paragraph C hereof th 
prez. Eric Johnston during his July |has been scheduled for later pro- five-pence per linear foot. 
visit to England. duction. Hollywood, Aug. 12. Note: In the above definitions, “registered” means registered or in- : 

Quoting from the British-Ameri- Screen. Actors Guild told the in- tended to be registered under part 3 of the Cinematograph Films Act “ 
can Tax Convention of 1945, which ° : dependent film producers to sign a 1938, and films shall be treated as registered if there is registered : 
states that film rentals “shall be ex- A n el To labor contract by Aug. 22, or else. under the said part 3 or it is proposed so to register any version pre- . 
empt from United Kingdom tax,” the y The alternative, according to John pared or to be prepared from that film or a duplicate thereof, with or fe 
brief stigmatizes the new import duty Dales, Jr., executive secretary for without other film, and “unregistered” shall be construed accordingly. t 
@sa “bootstrap device” to circumvent e | the actors, is that no SAG member aa a 
the convention's clear intention to nimue t will work for the indies after that e ° to 
prohibit taxes on earnings made by date. =. ve 
American film companies. Hitting Negotiations between SAG and the é ucers ore W 
at the new duty as subterfuge, the ee e Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
brief states: “Unless proposals of this Partici ation ducers Assn, had been going for * re 
type -are promptly challenged and months and wound up in an im- . 
defeated, little faith may be placed passe last Thursday. Dales declared ll 5 ax all ajors th 
in the efficacy of the tax convention.”| One of the first results of Grad|the indie group, headed by I. E. 

The brief reminds the British gov- | Sears’ elevation to the presidency of | Chadwick, had made unréasonable + TY - 45, 
ernment that “when the Tax Con- United Artists is expected to be the! demands and had turned down the Ditisints aiteoah rr a “ J a 
vention was negotiated, the United | dropping of the company’s efforts to Guild’s counter proposals. Costello’s Fat Part tin without eduitebation” Pena * 
Kingdom objected strenuously to the | eliminate its share of participation in Meanwhile, SAG ballots for a leashed a whole cavalry of “Daa as 
fact that the U. S. imposed a 30% | Producer advertising. _ Distribution membership vote of approval on the Hollywood, Aug. 12. Reveres who are riding madly eee 
income tax, withheld at the source, contracts negotiated with producers working agreement with the mayer Three Lou Costellos, in the form studio to studio shrieking “the red lo 
upon film rentals derived by British | from now on, it is anticipated, will producers are in the mails, return- | o¢ triplets, will appear in “Three|in, js coming.” Sleek in. nil pe 
producers from distribution of the |@gain provide for UA putting up 25% | able by midnight, Aug. 14. For the Money,” to be filmed in| Country convertibles have replaced sti 
films in the U. S., whereas the U. K. | of all advertising expenditures. October at Universal-International. the foam-flecked pony, and so far og 
imposed no similar tax on British} Directors, about three months ago, 135 REELS OF SHORTS Bud Abbott will play solo. while no one has attempted to row th 
film rentals derived by American passed a resolution stating that dis- “Money” was written by Selma to Catalina with muffled oar. the m 
companies. In Article VIII of the/ tribution pacts signed from that time FOR RKO THIS SEASON Diamond and Onnie_ Whizen, and) janterns are up in the belfry and an tic 
convention, the U. S. gave up its right | 90 should provide for producers will be produced by Robert Arthur enraged citizenry is preparing to re- an 
to tax such rentals derived by Brit- | Shouldering 100% of ad costs. That) peo will make available to ex-|0n completion of the next Abbott- | cit at all costs. no 
ish companies from American | Was one of a series of steps taken in|} initors 135 reels of shorts during | Costello | starrer, “The Brain et Wilaweer, aes aeeeh be 6 ct @o 
sources. Thus a mutually satisfac-|an endeavor to hypo UA’s low profit | t16 forthcoming season under pro- | Frankstein. least one group in town that is deter- cli 


tory and comparable relief from tax- ; 
ation was secured.” | 

But, the memorandum declares, “if 
either government were now free to 
impose in the form of an import duty 
a levy upon the films derived within 
its territory by producers of the other 
country, the foundation of the mu- 
tual agreement for tax freedom of 
rentals would be overturned. Ameri- 








situation as compared to gross turn- 
over. 

No more than one contract is be- | 
lieved to have been inked with such 
a provision. Other producers whose 
tickets were in process of negotia- 
tion balked so hard that consumma- 
tion of their deals has been delayed. 

Directors’ resolve was passed with- 
out consultation with Paul Lazarus, 











duction expansion plans to be in- 
stituted immediately for RKO-Pathe, 
the company’s New York subsidiary, 
by Harry Michalson, its newly- 
named prexy. Michalson, who re- 
tains his concurrent jobs as RKO 
shorts sales manager and head of 
the company’s 16m activities, de- 
clared that RKO,’ meanwhile, will 
continue to seek increased rentals 














Yanks Puzzled 
+ By Reaction In 





mined to fire a shot that will be 
heard around the world, and make 
money out of it, too. Independent 
producers, in the first few days after 
the revelation that the Attlee speech 
meant a tax and not a freeze, did a 
lot of soul-searching, Most of them 
are worried, more worried in fact 
than the majors. The obvious reac- 
tion of the bigger outfits will be a 





can producers would be placed under |JT., publicity-advertising director.|for all shorts to compensate for concentration on the domestic mar- 
substantially the same disadvantage He didn’t favor it then and doesn’t rapidly-rising production costs. rance fo ax ket, which ultimately means tougher 
in Great Britain as British producers | Ow, with the result that his opposi-| with the sale of Pathe News to sledding for the little fellows. in 
previously experienced in the U. S.”| tion, transmitted to the board via| Warners, RKO-Pathe will concen- Paris, Aug. 12 Meanwhile, answers to the crisis ce 
“No Internal Tax” Sears, will likely result in going back | trate on production of its theatrical Reaction of Picune to the new | are now being quoted at a dime a Bi 
Referring to the British-American | to the 25% contracts. shorts, operation of the new RKO-| p iticn tax laws is the next puzzler | 40zen. Everybody and his agent are ti 
Reciprocal Trade Agreement of 1938,| Objection to non-participation by| Pathe studios in N. Y. and com- facing American film interests in the |TUShing around in revolving doors , 
the memo states that agreement was |the distributing company in adver-| mercial film production. In addition anbadastaonel market. Currently, all | 88 self-styled experts on distribution qi 
reached between the two nations to tising expenditures is that it theoret-|to production of “This Is America,” | 9:5, earned in France by U. S. film| With figures, facts and forecasts te 
the effect that the U. K. could not im-|ically gives it authority for approv-| “Flicker Flashbacks” and Sport-| -wnanies since June 30 has been|Plainly marked on their cuffs. 
pose any internal tax or exaction on | ing and placing ads, but it bears no| scopes,” Michalson and Bonafield aan’ ae pending negotiations ‘pe. | Characters, whose only experience Pp 
(Continued on page 24) responsibility, since none of its|revealed that two new series are|i. i... the two countries on how | With percentages formerly was with a 
money is involved. Actually, how-| currently in the works. much can be remitted. Majors, how- | 90-paoof gin, are now giving free Pp 
, ever, it served to make the UA: ad- : ever, are confident that France will | 4dvice on where and how to sell pic- - 
RKO § PUB-AD CHIEFS vertising department merely a serv- Col. Backlo of Pix not duplicate Britain’s squeeze play |tures involving such complicated ir 
ce agency tor the producers, since g since it is in a comparatively strong | deals that sales execs can’t even un- : 
T0 REPORT T0 DEPINET if they were putting up all the coin ° B k dollar position. derstand them. bs 
they couldn't be expected to listen Gives It Tax rea Agreement was reached last spring| Know-it-alls and fix-its are bandy- a 
To keep pace with what the com- | OF abide by advice and recom- By foresight or accident, Columbia | permitting U. S. film companies to (Continued on page 18) ti 
pany describes as its swiftly expand- | ™endations from UA. . Pictures’ foreign department got a| remit $11,715,000 of the total portion b 
ing activities in advertising, ex- ig i n the other U.S. film com-|of francs blocked between Sept. 7, 
gong Reed SS oe E-L, Goldwyn In —— yk: profit-reducing | 1939, and June 30 of this year. Initial 75%, TAX SEEN HAVING oe 
split up its ad-publicity departmen « itis o” remittance of $2,928,000 has already 
so that advertising, publicity and ex- Ad Agency Switches po lng ho road roan rh ginal ene nh gore <ie cages LITTLE EFFECT ON 1 6M 7 
ploitation will in the future func- Switches in their advertising Columbia “wl been building up a| Scheduled to be made in three in- n 
tien as three separate departments. | agencies are expected to be an- stock of new gelenses in England by | Stallmeints during August, Septem- Only compensating factor found a 
Paul Hollister, eastern studio rep-| nounced by two companies within shi ing over thete ete pictures un-| ber and October. by the major companies so far in 
resentative for over a year, will head | the next few weeks. Eagle-Lion, now | * > teamed tel om thele pane e. : the gloomy British situation is the 
the publicity division. S. Barret Mc- | serviced by Buchanan, is moving Po ne uf PQ fact that the 75% tax will have no a 
Cormick will head the advertising| over to the Monroe Greenthal of- "Ce : : Schermer Quits Col. appreciable effect there on earnings 
Sah ig : : ; age olumbia currently has eight feat- : ‘ 
division: he previously was head of | fice. Samuel Goldwyn is switching os th Mnctenh Se be eet tenes In B Di d of the steadily-growing U. S. 16m 
the entire ad-publicity-exploitation | from Foote, Cone & Belding to Don- sa ~ a ng “sot are tie hn bite n Drass Viscor business. Narrow-gauge operations, 
department. Terry Turner con-|ahue & Coe. : ae ee” ~ ao <4 md Hollywood, Aug. 12. | in fact, should benefit in the long § 
tinues to head the exploitation divis-| Change by E-L will put all the | ¥%ch will apply to all new incom-| Jujes Schermer checks out of | pun through increased attendarice, 


ion. 

Main idea back of the new setup is 
announced to be a more intensified 
job in each of the three activities. 
The three divisions will be coordi- 
nated under the personal supervis- 
ion of Ned E. Depinet, vice-chair- 
man of BKO Radio Pictures board, 
who made the announcement of 
changes. 

Spotting of Hollister as head of 
publicity division does not alter the 
status of Rutgers Neilson, who stays 
as p'blicity manager with his duties 





in the U. S. under one agency’s roof. 
Greenthal already has -Universal, 
Prestige, the J. Arthur Rank Organi- 
zation and the Winter Garden thea- 
tre, N. Y.. a Universal operation. 

Goldwyn move becomes effective 
with ads on “The Bishop's Wife.” 
Campaign for “Secret Life of Wal- 
ter Mitty,” which is just about go-- 
ing into release, has already been 
completed by FC & B. 


Eastern SAG Huddle 





J. Arthur Rank-affiliated companies | 


ing films. In addition, the company 
| is under the wire in England with its 
| top-coin production, “Down to 
|Earth,” starring Rita Hayworth and 
Larry Parks. 


Aussie to Play Ball 


Sydney, Aug. 12. 
Australian cabinet meets next 
weekend to formulate plans to as- 
sist Great Britain to save dollars in 
the present financial crisis. Film in- 
dustry does not expect same drastic 











Columbia in about two weeks after 
|he winds up supervisory chores on 
“Man From Colorado,” same picture 
from which Charles Vidor recently 
was removed as director. Schermer 
follows Sidney Buchman, who 
ankled lot over weekend after fail- 
ing to come to terms with studio 
|topper Harry Cohn for more inde- 
‘pendent choice of players and prop- 
/erfies, and less interferce from the 
| brass. 

Reported Schermer was sim- 
jilarly disgruntled. His last film for 





if the tax remains in effect for any 
length of time. 

Because of the fear of competition 
with 35m theatres, most majors have 
released only old pictures to their 
16m accounts in England. Negative 
prints for these are already there 
and so are not affected by the tax, 
which falls on only those films 
shipped into the country after mid- 
night Wednesday (6). Most of the 
majors have been making reduction 
| prints of 35m films in English labs. 
| Those that shipped 16m prints di- 





the same as heretofore. Hollister,] Jack Dales, executive-secretary of | taxes as those imposed by the Attlee | er Cal ‘4 ascot He Was | rectly to England are now expected 
who continues as eastern studio rep,| the Screen Actors Guild, arrived|Government. Aussie prime minis- bie y dia nh months ago after | +, follow the former procedure. 
will simply head up the division, co-| east this week to join Florence ter chiefly told newspapermen his," “™™Y @scharge. If the tax sticks until the present 


ordinating the homeoffice and Coast 
publicity. 


Garson’s New Pact 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Metro handed Greer Garson a new 
seven-year player contract but kept 
the salary and other details secret. 
Actress has made 12 pictures on 
the Culver City lot since signing her 
first pact in 1938. Her next will be 
“Speak to Me of Love,” with Walter 
Pidgeon as her co-star for the fifth 
time. 





Marston, the organization's eastern 
representative, in negotiations for 
a new agreement with eastern indie 
producers. 
prising makers of  non-theatrical 
films (commercial, educational, etc.) 
have asked “or a meeting to discuss 
possible modifications in the stand- 
ard SAG pact covering regular 
theatrical pictures. 

SAG's new general agreement was 


membership for a referendum vote, 





tomorrow (Thursday), 


The latter group, com-| 


government would not be making 
any spectacular announcements re- 
‘garding aid to Britain. 

Industry figures there may be a 
coin freeze on film earnings but not 
designed to keep out U. S. pix. An- 
| ticipated Aussies Government will 
;play ball with distributors on dol- 
lar problem if latter do likewise 
lwit) government. Biggest slug will 
be on Juxury goods. Aussie needs 


recently submitted to the eastern, U. S. pix fo keep cinemas open and 


vovernment knows this. It also 


the résults of which will! be known | realizes resultant unemployment if 





| 


Ohio Censorship Warning 


Columbus, O., Aug. 12. 

Dr. Clyde Hissong, state education 
‘director and head of the Ohio divi- 
‘sion of film censorship, has launched 
'a drive against distributors and ex- 
hibitors of uncensored films in the 
state, principally foreign and 16m 
films. 

He has notified several dis- 
tributors in Ohio and elsewhere by 
mail to comply with the state cen- 


Alem 


Basak 


backlog of unreleased new product 
‘in England is absorbed, earnings 
from 16m operations may well in- 
| crease even more. Majors then will 
be releasing only reissues on 35m 
stock. Since admission prices at the 
16m houses are scaled much lower. 
it’s believed the British public would 
veer gradually to the narrow-gause 
theatres. Volume of 16m biz in Ens- 
land, meanwhile, has been building 
i steadily and that country now fur- 
-nishes probably the largest narrow- 
' gauge gross for U. S. distributors i” 











|U. S. product is tabooed. sorship law or face prosecution, jthe world. 
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U1 First to Hint at Upped Rentals 
—— ToMake Up for 75%, British Tax 


U. S. exhibitors can expect dis- + 


a 


tributor attempts to get increased 
rentals and*a more rapid playoff of 
all product in the wake of the British 
15% ad valorem tax. While it’s true 
that the tax won’t be felt for a least 
another six months because of the 
tax-free U. S. films already in Eng- 
land, the majors are expected to be- 
gin attempts immediately to build 
their domestic grosses as one of the 
few ways to compensate for the cur- 
tailment of funds from Britain. 

First to hint at the new demands 
to be made of U. S. exhibs is Uni- 
versal-International veepee over sales 
William A. Scully. While sales chiefs 
of the other majors chose to await 
further developments in England, 
Scully went on record as declaring 
that the British situation, coupleg 
with general difficulty in obtaining 
funds from the rest of the world 
market, would “demand a closer co- 
operation between distribution and 
exhibition.” 

Citing what he termed the “extra 
load” that will have to be borne by 
exhibs in this country, Scully 
stressed the need for exhibs to rec- 
ognize that the “general economy Of 
the American film industry must be 
modified to meet the critical situa- 
tion that has developed in England 
and the world in general.” While 
not stating specifically that U-I would 
go after increased rentals, he de- 
clared that to “cushion the shock” 


(Continued on page 16) 


Conn. Exhibitors Look 
‘Favorably on Ultimate 
Effect of New 20th Plan 


New Haven, Aug. 12. 

A checkup of indie exhibs operat- 
ing small houses. hereabouts indi- 
cates that the contemplated exten- 
sion by 20th-Fox of a new sales 

olicy inaugurated in the New 

aven territory on July 1 is pre- 
dicated more on optimism than ac- 
tual results to date. 

Policy, tried out here during the 
past month, calls for more flat rental 
deals and a new formula for figuring 
percentages. A vital cog in the new 
setup is consideration of the house 
overhead, with 20th delving into the 
individual. nut in order to arrive at 
an equitable sales figure. 

Exhibs sounded out state that the 
new arrangement has not as yet had 
time to jell, but they feel that a 
benetit will be derived if the plan 
materializes as outlined. In one in- 
stance checking a picture that had 
been booked under the former policy 
as against the same pic under the 
hew formula revealed an additional 
One-day profit of $25. 

Local operators of small houses 
seem convinced of 20th’s sincerity 

(Continued on page 20) 


Sindlinger, Disney Talk 


Over Story ‘Iusurance’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Albert E. Sindlinger, prexy of 
New _ Entertainment Workshop, 
leaves Walt Disney studios today 
(12) to return to his Hopewell, N. J., 
offices where he’ll work out story 
premises on various Disney proper- 
ties, following a week's conferences 
ere with producer and staff. 
Audience research group and 
Disney inked a tieup several weeks 
ago whereby NEW will work in con- 
unction with studio on_ stories. 
Indlinger will provide guidance in 
hoosing screen stories, plays, nov- 
els, together with diagnosis, via 
Polls. 
Outfit’s claim is that it can dis- 
tlose the “surefire elements of en- 
tertainment” for inclusion in pix 
while they are in preparation, 


9 : 
WB’s 371\4c Divvy 
> At a meeting of Warner Bros.’ 
—e of directors last week a quar- 
aded dividend of 87¥c per share was 
eclared, payable Oct. 3 to stock- 











holders of record as of Sept. 5, 1947. 
wa nmount of the dividend has not 
. Varied for the past couple of years. 





Love That Fox! 
Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 

The good neighbor policy has 
invaded the City of Brotherly 
Love. And among film exhib- 
itors! 

On the last day of its running 
of “The Ghost® and Mrs. Muir,” 
the Fox theatre’s ad prominently 
displayed the following two 
lines: 

“If you missed this great pic- 
ture—be sure to see it at your 
favorite neighborhood theatre.” 

(The boys on film row are still 
mumbling about it.) 


Court Nixes Move 


To Kill Goldman's 
$375,000 Verdict 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12, 

The Third U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals here yesterday (Monday) 
rebuffed a legal move by 11 film 
companies to set aside an award of 
$375,000 treble damages to William 
Goldman Theatres, Inc. The award 
had also allowed $60,000 in counsel 
fees. Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., 
two affiliated and eight other motion 
picture producing and distributing 
firms, against whom the damages 
were levied by U. S. District Judge 
William H. Kirkpatrick last Decem- 
ber in an anti-trust action, sought a 
review of the case. They were flat- 
ly turnied down by the court. 

The ruling by Circuit Judge John 
J. Parker stated, “We think it clear 
that the petition should be denied. 
The evidence which the defendants 
propose to introduce would, in our 
opinion, have no probative value 
either on the issue of conspiracy or 
on the issue of damages; it is not 
of such character as would justify 
the allowance of a bill of review; 
and, in any event, defendants have 
not acted with that diligence which 
would justify the allowance of the 
filing of the bill.” 

The defendants sought permission 


(Continued on page 18) 


COAST GABFEST ON 
PATHE 84 MILLION LOAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Conferences are being held this 
week between Sergei Semenenko, of 
First National Bank, Boston; Robert 
Purcell, chairman of board of Pathe 
Industries; Robert Benjamin, gen- 
eral counsel and director of that 
company and Eagle-Lion; Arthur 
Krim, E-L prexy, over $8,500,000 
loan which P-I is seeking for its pro- 
duction activities in E-L. Meetings 
held Monday (11) will continue for 
several days to work out details on 
allotments of loan. 

Benjamin while here will also con- 
fer with Walter Wanger on deal 
whereby E-L will take a 50% in- 
terest in latter's film holdings and 
finance him in the future on his pic- 
turemaking. This deal in no way 
has any bearing on E-L production 
under Bryan Foy, as Wanger would 
make his films independently. 


H.0. Execs on Coast 
For U Pow-wows 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Universal’s home office executives 
are all here, with exception of prexy 
Nate Blumberg and Matty Fox. 
Both are due to arrive Wednesday 
night (13) from New York. Mean- 
time, others here are looking at pic- 
tures, and when the other two ar- 
rive they will go into huddles on 
handling of future production. 


In view of the confiscatory tax sit- 
uation in England, selling and ad- 
vertising plans for product already 
completed and ready for next sea- 

















son’s release will be discussed. 





THEATRES REACT 
TOHIKED RENTALS 


Exhibitor reaction to the majors’ 
demands for increased domestic 
rentals, as broached this week by 
Universal-International sales *¢hief 
William A. Scully, is expected to be 
vociferously against such a move 
Most indie theatremen coricede that 
the British tax has created a desper- 
ate situation for the industry. They 
stress, however, that their operating 
costs have risen concurrently with 
the majors’ production costs, and they 
can’t afford to pay more for product 
than they’re paying at present. 

Upped rentals would have been 
bad enough last year, when profits 
were at their peak, exhibs point out. 
Nith the boxoffice currently bogged 
down, it’s almost impossible to pay 
more for pictures and still make 
money. Some of the indies have re- 
ported a slump in their grosses of as 
much as 35% over this same period 
in 1946, and, while none of them will 
claim they’re now operating at a 
loss, the extremely high profits 
they’ve been expecting just aren't 
there any more. 

While exhibs are thus expected to 
fight against any attempts at upped 
rentals, industry officials believe 
they'll be forced into accepting the 
situation if the British tax sticks. 
Since earnings abroad represent for 
many of the majors the actual mar- 
gin of profit on a picture, curtail- 
ment of these earnings means that 
margin of profit must be found else- 
where. With little possibility that 
production costs can be cut, exhibs 
will either have to fall in line with 
demands for increased rentals or ex- 


(Continued on page 20) 


Atlas’ RKO Stock 
Worth $12,000,000 
On Odlum Sale Tag 


Value of approximately $12,000,000 
is placed by Atlas Corp. on its hold- 
ings in RKO as of June 30, accord- 
ing to its semi-annual statement is- 
sued last week. That’s in line with 
the $10,000,000-$12,000,000 price tag 
that Floyd Odlum, Atlas prexy, has 





reportedly placed on the holdings ing 


current negotiations with N. Peter 
Rathvon, RKO prez. Rathvon has 
been trying to get together a syn- 
dicate to acquire the Atlas shares. 

Rathvon arrived in New York 
from the Coast Monday (11) night 
to begin what may be the final nego- 
tiations leading up to the stock sale. 
He’s also here for homeoffice hud- 
dles and to participate in discussions 
with toppers of other companies on 
the British tax situation. 

Atlas is RKO’s largest single stock- 
holder, owing approximately one- 
fourth of the outstanding shares and 
holding options to buy about 8% 
more. RKO has outstanding ap- 
proximately 3,900,000 shares, of 
which Atlas holds 929,020, plus 327,- 
812 option warrants, according to its 
report. It puts the June 30 value 

(Continued on page 20) 


STANLEY MEYER NAMED 
UA THEATRES HEAD 


Stanley Meyér, for 17 years with 
National Theatres, has been elected 
a v.p., general manager and director 
of United Artists Theatres Circuit and 
its subsid, Metropolitan Playhouses. 
He was named at a meeting of the 
directorates of the two corporations 
in New York last week, chairmanned 
by prexy and board chairman Joseph 
M. Schenck. Meyer was also elected 
a director of the Skouras Theatre 
Corp. and Randforce Amusement 
Corp. 

Geo. Skouras was named a v.p.-di- 
rector of UAT and exec v.p. and di- 
rector of Metropolitan. Raymond V. 
Wemple, former controller for Met- 
ropolitan, was elected treasurer of 


(Continued on page 18) 














Exhib Buying Drive? 


Distributor’s sales drives may 
soon get an echo in exhibitor 
buying drives. For years, exhibs 
claim, they’ve been buying high 
percentage films in special drives 
so that salesman could win prizes 
offered by the distrib outfits. 

Now, the Allied Rocky Moun- 
tains indie group writes in its 
bulletin: “What would happen if 
the Allied theatres in this terri- 
tory declared a drive of their 
own? A certain month could be 
designated as no-percentage-pic- 
tures-month, during which pe- 
riod only flat rental pictures 
would be booked. Now, for the 
first time, you could say to the 
distributor. ‘It’s my turn. This 
is my drive, and I can play them 
only if they’re flat. How about 
helping me out?’” 


British Tax Perils 
VA's $5,000,000 


Production Loan 


Revolving production loan of 
$5,000,000, which United Artists is 
attempting to set up, stood in 
jeopardy this week as a result of the 
British tax situation. Bankers were 
figuratively stashing all available 
film coin away in their vaults until 

















sights cleared on England’s 75% 
tax bite. 
Arthur W. Kelly, newly -n amed 


exec v.p. of UA, has had informal 
discussions with a number of banks 
regarding the loan, and was making 
headway when the British sitnation 
broke last Thursday (7). While in no 
way indicating that they won’t par- 
ticipate in making the revolving 
credit available if all other details 
can be worked out—and there’s still 
a long way to go in that regard— 
all the banks are particularly re- 
ticent about making commitments 
until they see what happens on the 
British situation. 

Kelly is understood talking with 
five banks with the aim of hav- 
ing each put up $1,000,000, al- 

(Continued on page 20) 


REP, MONO, E-L SIDE 
WITH MPEA ON NIX 


American film companies’ ban on 
export of pittures to Britain will be 
an airtight proposition with an- 
nounced decision by Republic, Mono- 
gram and Eagle-Lion to string along 
with the Motion Picture Export 





are not committed to support the 
plan since they are not members of 
either the Motion Picture Assn. or 
the MPEA, Monogram has joined 
the MPA, effective Sept. 1. 

Embargo plan was announced last 
Friday (8) in the name of the 
MPEA, instead of the MPA, as a 
matter of mechanics to include 
United Artists. UA, which belongs 
to the export association, is not a 
member of the MPA. Hence the 
ban was made by the former organi- 
zation. 


Big Junket to Maine 
For ‘Father’ Pic Bow 


More than 125 persons, represent- 
ing newspapers, syndicates, fan pub- 
lications and radio, leave at mid- 
night tonight (Wednesday) for 
Skowhegan, Me., to attend the world 
preem of Warner Bros.’ film version 
of “Life With Father” at the Lake- 
wood theatre tomorrow (14). How- 
ard Lindsay and Russel Crouse, 
authors of the legit play from which 
the pic was adapted. will host the re- 
ception in Skowhegan. 

It was at Skowhegan that the play 
made its world preem eight years 
ago. 








HIGH-COSTS DEF 


ENSE 


Exhibitors, Not the Public, Beefing 
About Upped B.0. Prices, Sez Goldwyn 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Exhibitors, not the public, are the 


} ones squawking about upped admis- 





| 
| 


Assn. policy. These smaller distribs#« 


sion prices demanded for certain 
pictures recently, Samuel Goldwyn 
declared here this week. The pub- 


i lic is willing to pay extra for an 


extra-quality production, producer 
asserted, but both circuit and indie 


operators are working on “hide- 
bound theories and ancient preju- 
dices” when it comes to tilting their 
b.o. tariff. 


Goldwyn, running into difficulty 
in booking his “Best Years of Our 
Lives” on majog circuits because of 
his demand for he upped tap, coun- 
tered that exhibs must revamp their 
thinking if they are to keep their 
theatres open in face of what the 
British tax may do to the industry. 
In addition to his booking difficul- 
ties, the producer has run into a 
barrage of criticism from exhib or- 
ganizations, which claim to see no 
reason for upping admissions for 
good pix when they don’t drop them 
for the bad ones. Defending his po- 
sition, Goldwyn declared: 

“Last week the British govern- 
ment announced a tax of 75% on all 
American film earnings in Great 
Britain. I look at this as the great- 
est challegge we have ever had to 
meet in our business. 

“What happens at 10 Downing 
Street in London, affects Main 
Street, U. S. A. Not only producers, 

(Continued on page 20) 





Sam Dembow, Jr., 


To Replace Cole On 
Directorate of UA 


First move in a general reorgan- 
ization of United Artists’ board of 
directors is expected to take place 
at the next meeting, with Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., elected to replace Frank- 
lin Cole as a rep of co-owner Mary 
Pickford. Sweeping changes in the 
rest of the directorate is expected 
fairly soon in action by Miss Pick- 
ford and her partner, Charles Chap- 
lin, to replace attorneys and other 
outsiders with “film men.” 

Changes in the board come as an 
aftermath to the recent decision of 
the owners to give UA a new lease 
on life by upping Grad Sears to 
prexy. Switches will be made more 
or less gradually to maintain a con- 
tinuity of experienced directors. 
Board will also be cut from pres- 
ent nine to seven members, giving 
three to each owner, with Sears the 
odd man to break ties. 

Scheduled to retire from the board 
are Charles Schwartz, Herbert 
Jacoby and E. C. Mills, repping 
Chaplin, and Arnold Grant, Edward 
C. Raftery and Vitalis Chalif, rep- 
ping Miss Pickford. Schwartz and 
Jacoby are members of the firm of 


(Continued on page 24) 


L. of D. Bars ‘Narcissus’ 
For Treatment of Nuns 


J. Arthur Rank’s “Black Narcis- 
sus,” scheduled to make its U. S. 
bow today (Wednesday) at the Ful- 
ton, N. Y., has run into trouble with 
the Catholic Legion of Decency. Le- 
gion, meeting late yesterday (Tues- 
day) afternoon, was expected to 
throw a complete ban on the picture. 
It will open as scheduled, nonethe- 
less, according to Universal-Interna- 
tional, which releases it in the U. S. 


Legion officials refused to discuss 
the film in advance of the meeting, 
except to declare that the organi- 
zation had taken “a very. serious 
view of it.” They referred, how- 
ever, to an open letter sent to Rank 
when the British film magnate wag 
in the U. S. in July by a special 
commiitee appointed by the Sisters’ 
Vocation Institute at the Univ. of 
Notre Dame. 


Latter objected to the film’s pres- 
entation of a group of nuns in “an 
extremely unfavorable light as 
‘worldly, neurotic and frustrated” 
and expressed hope Rank would ex- 
plain that the nuns were “anglicans” 
and that Roman Catholics, therefore, 








should “not be offended.” 
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Heat Wave Dulls L. A; Ruth’ Strong 
$45,000, 2 Spots; Wolf Stout 606, 3; 
‘Cynthia’ 516, 3; ‘Patient’ 22/46, 4 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

Hot weather here still is sapping 
the strength of firstruns currently. 
Four new pictures are battling it 
out for top money. “Cry Wolf” is 
leading the city with a very good 
$60,000 in three theatres. “Dear 
Ruth,” witha strong $45,000 in two 
Paramount houses, is making com- 
paratively the best showing. “Cyn- 
thia” looks to land a nice $51,000 
in three houses. 

“The Patient Vanishes,” British- 
made starring James Mason, looks 
okay $22,500 in four spots. Reissue 
combo of “Golden Boy” and “Good 
Girls Go To Paris” is heading for 
around $18,000, mighty slim for 
four locations. 


“Kissing Her Now,” in third week, 
will do $37,500 in five spots. Other 
holdovers, including “Slave Girl” 
and “Won’t Believe Me,” were 
slashed in half from-opening weeks 
®in current (second) sessions. 


Estimates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— 
“Golden Boy” (Col) and “Good Girls 
to Paris” (Col) (reissues). Thin 
$2,400. Last week, “Riff-Raff” (RKO) 
and “Seven Keys Baldpate” (RKO), 
slow $3,600. 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1)—‘“Patient 
Vanishes” (FC). Only $4,000 in 8 
days. Last week, “Blithe Spirit’ 
(UA) and “Flight Nowhere” (SG) 
(5 days), $2,200. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 50- 
$1)—“Who’s_ Kissing Her” (20th) 
(3d wk-6 days). Just $3,300. Last 
week, $5,300. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
50-$1)—“Kissing Her” (20th) (3d 
Ms A $9,500. Last week, good 


$ 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
“Cry Wolf” (WB). Hot $23,000, Last 
week, “Possessed? (WB) (3d wk-8 
days), good $13,300. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 50-$1)—‘“Patient Van- 
ishes” (FC). Good $9,500 in 8 days. 
Last week, “Blithe Spirit” (UA) and 
“Flight Nowhere” (SG) (5 days), 
only $3,400. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 50-$1)— 
“Cynthia” (M-G) and “Dark Delu- 
sion” (M-G), Neat $13,000. Last 
week, “Hucksters” (M-G) (3d wk-10 
days), $13,100. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)— 
“Golden Boy” (Col) and “Good 
Girls” (Col) (reissues). Just $3,200. 
Last week, “Riff-Raff’ (RKO) and 
“Seven Keys Baldpate” (RKO), fair 
$4,200. : 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; $1.20)— 
“This Happy Breed” (U) (11th wk). 
Only $1,600. Last week, $1,700. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 
“Repeat Performance” (E-L) and 
“Green For Danger” (E-L) (m.o.) (9 
days). Oke $2,800. Last week, $3,700. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—‘“Slave 
Girl” (U) and “Thunderbolt” (Mono) 
(2d wk). Down to $3,200. Last week, 


good $6,400. 
Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
50-$1)—‘“Patient Vanishes” (FC). 


Neat $5,000 in 8 days. Last week, 
“Blithe Spirit” (UA) and “Flight 
Nowhere” (SG) (5 days), dull $1,800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Cry Wolf” (WB). Solid $19,000. 
Last week, “Possessed” (WB) (3d 
wk-8 days), okay $8,300. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85)—“Patient Van- 
ishes” (FC). Okay $4,000 in 8 days. 
Last week, “Blithe Spirit” (UA) and 


“Flight Nowhere” (SG) (5 days), 
bare $1,500. 

Tris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“Slave 
Girl” (U) and “Thunderbolt” 


(Mono). (2d wk), Fair $4,000. Last 
week, neat $6,400. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)--“Gen- 
jus and Nightingale” (Indie) and 
“Broken Love” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Near $1,100. Last week, $1,300. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 50- 
$1)—‘Kissing Her” (20th) and 
“Crimson Key” (20th) (3d wk). Down 
to $12,700. st week, nice $17,300. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
50-$1)—“Cynthia” (M-G) and “Dark 
Delusion” (M-G). Robust $25,000. 
Last week, “Hucksters” (M-G) (3d 
wk-10 days), $21,000 on blowoff. 

Leyola (FWC) (1,248; 50; $1)— 
“Kissing Her” (20th) (3d wk). Mild 
$5,300. Last week, neat $6,800. 

Mareal (G&S) (900; 90-$1.80)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (10th wk). Looks 
pee in 9 days. Last week, okay 


$ 

Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210; 50- 
$1)—‘‘Golden Boy” (Col) and “Good 
Girls” (Col) (reissues). Fair $9,000 
or less. Last week, “Riff-Raff”’ 
(RKO) and “Baldpate” (RKO), light 
$12,900. 

Million Dollar (D’towm) (2,122; 55- 
98) — “Robin Hood Monterey” 
(Mono) and “Dishonored Lady” 
(UA) (2d run), with “Circo Flam- 
ante,” Mexican circus, on stage. Slow 
$16,000. Last week, “Newshounds” 
(Mono) with Sugar Chile Robinson, 
Will Mastin Trio, others, on stage, 
g00d $23,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 
“Won't Believe Me” (RKO) (2d wk) 
and “Son of Rusty” (Col). Offish 


$11,000. Last week, with “Blondie’s 
Big Moment” (Col), nice $18,300. 
Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 50-$1)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Springtime 
Sierras” (Rep), Solid $27,000. Last 
week, “Imperfect Lady” (Par) and 
“Bells San Fernando” (SG), mild 
$11,600. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.- 
451; 50-$1)—“‘Dear Ruth” (Par.) Big 
$18,000. Last week, “Imperfect Lady” 
(Par) and “Bells San Fernando” 
(SG), light $8,700. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 
80)—“‘Won’t Believe Me” (RKO) (2d 
wk) and “Son of Rusty” (Col). Mild 
$12,000. Last week, with “Blondie’s 
Big Moment” (Col), trim $19,200. 
Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—“Slave 
Girl” (U) and “Thunderbolt” (Mono) 
(2d wk). Down to $5,300. Last week, 
good $10,100. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 50-$1)— 
“Slave Girl” (U) and “Thunderbolt” 
(Mono) (2d wk). Off at $4,500. Last 
week, okay $6,400. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 50-$1 
“Siave Girl” (U) and “Thunderbolt” 


(Mono). Dull $12,500. Last week, 
stout $23,900. 
Uptown (FWC) (".719; 50-$1)— 


“Kissing Her” (20th) and “Crimson 
Key” (20th) (3d wk). Modest $3,600. 
Last week, oke $6,900. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 50-$1)—“Gold- 
en Boy” (Col) and “Good Girls” 
(Col) (reissues). Mild $3,200. Last 
week, “Riff-Raff” (RKO) and “Bald- 
pate” (RKO), fair $4,500. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 50-$1)— 
“Cynthia” (M-G) and “Dark Delu- 
sion” (M-G). Oke $13,000 or near. 
Last week, “Hucksters” (M-G) (2d 
wk-10 days), went out with $12,500. 
Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 50-$1)—‘Cry 
Wolf” (WB). Sweet $18,000. Last 
week, “Possessed” (WB) (3d wk-8 
days), finaled with $9,400. ~ 


Ridge Rosy 226 
Tops Torrid K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 

Picture biz is hitting a torrid pace 
here despite the weather which stif- 
les most other activities. “Romance 
of Rosy Ridge,” at the Midland, 
looks solid $22,000. “I Wonder Who’s: 
Kissing Her Now” in three Fox Mid- 
west houses and “Welcome Stranger,” 
at the Paramount, both in second 
weeks, are doing well. Run of 100- 
degree temperatures is now in its 
second week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Suspense” (Mono) and “Vio- 
lence” (Mono). So-so $4,000. Last 
week, "The Web” (U) and “Time 
Out of Mind” (U), $5,000. 

Kims (Dickinson) (550; 65)—“Fan- 
tasia” (RKO) (reissued) (2d wk). 
Very nice $3,000. Last week, fine 
$4,000 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Romance Rosy Ridge” (M-G) and 
“Fun on Weekend” (UA). Big $22,- 
000, and may hold. Last’ week, 
“Other Love?” (UA) and “Keeper 
of Bees” (Col), $12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO). (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Riff-Raff” (RKO) and “Born to Kill” 
(RKO). Slow $9,500. Last week, 
“Marked Women” (WB) and “Dust 
Be My Destiny” (WB) (reissues), 
$11,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (3d wk). 
——. strong at $12,000, and cinch to 
stay longer. Last week, sock $16,000. 

Southtown (Elmer) (950; 45-65)— 
“Know Where I’m Going” (U) and 
“Les Miserables” (20th) (reissues). 
Fairly good at $1,700. Last week, 
“L’Orage” (Indie) and “Amateur 
Gentleman” (Indie), $1,200. 

Tower-Uptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-56)— 
“Wonder Who’s Kissing Her” (20th) 
(2d wk). Fine $16,000. Last week, 
fine $21,000. 


Fiesta’ Lively $14,500, 
Denver; ‘Fury’ Big 156 


Denver, Aug. 12. 

Hot weather still is slowing up biz 
here. Despite this, “Desert Fury” is 
big enough at Denham to hold: 
“Fiesta” also is solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 
“Who's Kissing Her” (20th), after 
week at Denver, Webber. Big $5,500. 
Last week, “Possessed” (WB) and 
a of Bees” (Col) (m.o.), nice 
$4,500. 


Broadway (Cinema) (1.500; 35-74) 
—‘Heart of New York” (Indie) and 
“Second Chorus” (Indie). Thin $4,- 
000. Last week, “Meet John Doe” 
(Indie) and “Flying Deuces” (Indie) 
sour $4,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-76)— 
“Desert Fury’ (Par). Big $15,000. 
Holds. Last week, “Perils Pauline” 
(Par) (3d wk), good $10,000. 











Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — 





“Gunfighters” (Col) and “Guilt Janet 
Ames” (Col), day-date with Webber. 
Fine $14,000. Last week, “Who’s 
Kissing Her” (20th), fine $18,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—~“Co- 
pacabana” (UA) and “Trespasser” 
(Rep), also Paramount. Very mild 
$2,000, Last week, “Ghost Mrs, Muir” 
(20th) and “Second Chance” (20th), 
sad $2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74) — 
“Fiesta” (M-G) and “Big Fix” 
(PRC). Nice $14,500. Last week, 
“Won't Believe Me” (RKO) and 
“Seven Keys Baldpate” (RKO), nice 
$14,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74) — 
“Copacabana” (UA) and “Trespas- 
ser” (Rep), also Esquire. Mild $9,000. 
Last week, “Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th) 
and “Second Chance” (20th), fair 
$9,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74) — “Pos- 
sessed” (WB) and “Keeper Bees” 
(Col), after week at Denver, Web- 
ber, Aladdin. Fair $2,500. Last week, 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) and “Kil- 
roy Was Here” (Mono), after week 
at Paramount, Esquire, fair $3,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)—“Fun 
on Weekend” (UA) and stage show. 
Mild $8,000. Last week, “Fabulous 
Dorseys” (UA) and “Killer at Large” 
(PRC), same. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Gun- 
fighters” (Col) and “Guilt *Janet 
Ames” (Col), also Denver. Fair $2,- 
500. Last week, “Who’s Kissing Her” 
(20th), $3,500. 





‘Carnegie Lofty 


$24,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 

Philly is showing some signs of 
snapping out of doldrums at theatres, 
new films helping this stanza. “Car- 
negie Hall” is providing the nearest 
thing to a spark among the new pix. 
“Slave Girl” and “Riff Raff’ look 
best among other newcomers to bow 
this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—“Riff- 
Raff” (RKO). Okay $12,500. Last 
week, “That’s My Man” (Rep), $7,- 
500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— 
“Possessed” (WB) (2d run). Neat 
$6,500. Last week, “Yearling” (M-G), 
$5,000 second run, 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-95)—“Slave 
Girl” (U). Fairish $16,000. Last week, 
“Other Love” (UA), $14,000 for sec- 
ond week. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 50-94)—“Huck- 
sters” (M-G) (4th wk). Holding up 
nicely with $25,000. Last week, husky 


$28,500. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Kissing 
Her Now” (20th) (2d wk). Bright 
$20,000. Opener was great $28,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Dear Ruth” (Par) (3d wk). Nice 
$22,000. Last week, fast $24,0000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94)— 
“Brute Force” (U) (2d wk). Good 
$17,000. Opener was smash $22,500. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94)— 
“Ivy” (U) (2d run). Fine $6,500. Last 
week, “Perils Pauline” (Par), neat 
$8,000 second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94) — 
“Cry Wolf” (WB) (2d wk). Down 
te $15,000. Last week, okay $25,- 


Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94) — 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) (3d 
wk). Neat $6,000. Last week, ditto. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94) — 
“Carnegie Hall’ (UA). Big $24,000. 
Last week, “Romance Rosy Ridge” 
(M-G), $15,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94) — 
“Born to Kill” (RKO). Robust $12,- 
500. Last week, “Tarzan Huntress” 
(RKO), $10,500. 


Torrid Wave Bops Buff. 
But ‘Brute’ Bright At 
156; ‘Night’ Medest 106 


Buffalo, Aug. 12. 
Excessively hot weather is whitt- 
ling biz down currently. Only “Brute 
Force” is shaping up near hopes of 
new films, with stout session in sight. 
“Dear Ruth” also is strong on sec- 
ond week in view of conditions. 
Estimates for This Week 





Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Romance Rosy Ridge’ (M-G) and 
“Big’ Town” (Par). Thin $11,000 or 
over. Last week, “Other Love” 
(UA) and “Jewels Brandenburg” 
(20th), $14,000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400: 40-70) 
—“Dear Ruth” (Par) (2d wk). Nice 
$14,000. Last week, big $18,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Marked Woman” (WB) and “Dust 
Be My Destiny’ (WB) (reissues). 
Good $8,500. Last week, “Possessed” 
(WB) (m.o.), $7,500. 

.Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Shoot 
to Kill” (SG) and “Scared to Death” 
(SG). Mild $3,000. Last week, 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (m.o.) (3d wk), 
$4,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Brute Force’ (U) and “Son of 
Rusty” (Col). Stout $15,000. Last 
week, “Ivy” (U) and “Gas House 
Kids West” (U), $12,000. 

20th Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 
40-70)}—“Long Night” (RKO) and 
“Seven Keys to Baldpate’” (RKO). 
Moderate $10,000 or a bit better. Last 
week, “Copacabana” (UA) and “Step 
by Step” (RKO), $13,000. 





Heat, Pa. Legion Meet Slough Pitt; — 
Believe Me’ Nice 156, ‘Love’ Same 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ....... .. . $2,824,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 199 thea- 
tres, chiefiy first runs, Including 


N. Y.) . 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee. SOG |. cbc oad viows $3,108,800 


(Based on 22 cities 189 theatres) 








Heat Hits Cleve. 
‘Tvy’ Modest 166 


Cleveland, Aug. 12.— 

Second week of blistering heat is 
getting exhibs worried as grosses 
continue to dip. Two newcomers, 
“Romance Of Rosy Ridge” at State 


‘and Hipp’s “Ivy,” are showing little 


power. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— 


“Black Gold” (Mono). Fairish $10,- 
500. Last week, “Slave Girl’ (U), 
hearty $16,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Ivy (U). Slightly sluggish at $16,000. 
Last week, “Possessed” (WB) (2d 
wk), okay $13,600. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)— 
“Possessed” (WB) (m.o.). Third 
stanza good at $4,000. Last week, 
“Web” (U) (m.o.), $2,700. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (m.o.). Fancy 
$7,500 on fourth downtown lap. Last 
week, “Duel In Sun”. (SRO) (8th 
wk), same. 

Palace (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Wonder Who’s Kissing Her” (20th) 


(2d wk). Brisk $21,000 after trim 
$25,000 last week. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70)— 
“Romance Rosy Ridge” (M-G). 


Modest $17,000. Last week, “Dear 
Ruth (Par), $17,500. 


Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70)— 


“Dear Ruth” (Par) . (m.o.). Good 
$11,500. Last week, ‘“Hucksters” 
(M-G) (3d wk), fine $10,500. . 





‘Hucksters’ Big $21,000 
In Mpls. Despite Heat; 
‘Brute’ 166, ‘Lady’ 116 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 
“The Hucksters” and “Brute Force” 
will boost biz here this week despite 
depressing effect of torrid tempera- 
tures. ‘“Hucksters” looks big at the 
Radio City while “Brute” will be 
only passably good at the Orpheum. 
“Welcome Stranger,” moved from 
Radio City to the Century, is still 

strong in fourth downtown week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Little 
Mr. Jim” (M-G) and “Thunder 
Mountain” (RKO). Satisfactory $2,- 
000 in 5 days. Last week, “Danger 
Street’ (Par) and “Heartaches” 
(PRC) split with “Sarge Goes to 
College” (Mono) and “Silver Stal- 
lion” (Mono), okay $3,000 in 8 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (m.o.). 
Here after three tremendous Radio 
City weeks. Still making boxoffice 
noise at $10,000. Last week, “Living 
in Big Way” (M-G), $5,000. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Likely 
Story” (RKO). Light $3,000 in- 
dicated. Last week, “Michigan Kid” 
(U), $4,200. 

Lyrie (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—‘Copa- 
cabana” (UA) (m.o.). Here after 
profitable States stanza. Satisfactory 


$5,000. Last week, “Happened on 
5th Ave.” (Mono) (2d wk), good 
$6,500. 


Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—“Scar- 
let Pimpernel” (FC) and “Scarlet 
Pimpernel Returns” (FC) (2d run) 
(reissues). Enormous $3,000. Last 
week, “Wuthering Heights” (FC) 
(reissue), $2,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G). Big $21,000. 
Last week, “Welcome Stranger” 
(Par) (3d wk) terrific $16,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—“Brute Force” (U). Divided 
opinions on this, and good $16,000 
looks about all. Last week, “Ivy” 
(U), $11,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Trim $7,000 after hefty $11,000 first 
week. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘“Dis- 
honored Lady” (UA). Good $11,000 


in prospect. Last week, ‘“Copaca- 
bana” (UA), $11,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 50-55)— 
“Perils Pauline” (Par), First nabe 


showing. Fine $4,500. Last week, 
“Homestretch” (20th), $4,000. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-99)—“Egg 
and I” (U) (7th wk). Second week 
of moveover here and seventh week 
$3500 8 Potent $3,400. Last week, 


+ Pittsburgh, Aug. 12 
| ‘Heat and the Pennsylvania’ State 
American Legion Convention are no 
a to the boxoffices so biz this week 
looks generally depressing. “They 
Won't lieve Me” grabbed sock 
notices at Stanley and they’ll help 
get this over the hump. “Other 
Love” at Penn appears okay but re- 
viewers really tore into it. Holdover 
of “Egg and I” is okay at Fulton. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)—“Egg 
and I” (U) (2d wk). About the only 
picture in town with some laughs in 
it, and that’s a help in this kind of 
weather. Holding up well at around 
$8,500, and may get a third stanza. 
Last week, big $14,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200: 40-70)— 
“Slave Girl” (U). Will be lucky to 
land $9,000, modest. Last week, “Ivy” 
(U), $11,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)~— 
“Other Love” (UA). Looks to get 
satisfactory $15,000. Last week, sec- 
ond of “Hucksters” (M-G), fancy 
$15,500. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 50-70)—‘Huck- 
sters” (M-G) (m.o.). Fortnight at 
Penn took much of it out of Clark 
Gable starrer. Fairish $3,500. Last 
week. “Easy Come, Easy Go” (Par) 
and “Dear In Night” (Par), $3,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)~— 
“Ivy” (U) (m.o.). Decision to move 
this from Harris was a last-minute 
one. Biz didn’t actually rate it, and 
$2,500 shows it. Last week, “North- 
west Outpost” (Rep) and “Calendar 
Gir)” (Rep), $2,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)— 
“Won’t Believe Me” (RKO. Good 
$15,000. Last week, “Possessed” (WB), 
fell off wre’ after good getaway 
to land $16,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)—‘Pos- 
sessed” (WB) (m.o.). Average 
$7,000. Last week, “Marked Woman” 
(WB) and “Dust Be My Destiny” 
(WB) (reissues), hefty $10,500, best 
here in some time. “Life With 
Father” (WB) comes in Aug. 20. 


Heat Wave No Blight 
On Cincy; ‘Brute’ Stout 
1336, ‘Wolf’ Hotsy 136 


Cincinnati, Aug. 12. 

Downtown biz is in winning stride 
currently despite the seasons hottest 
spell. Of three new bills, “Brute 
Force” has a slight edge over “Cry 
Wolf” for front money among new 
entries. “Romance of Rosy Ridge” is 
comparatively as big at the smaller 
Grand. Holdover “Duel in Sun” is 
topping the town currently, aided by 
an upped scale, although halving its 
teeoff record for Keith’s. “Dear 
a is torrid in its third downtown 
sesh, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)—“Cry 
Wolt” (WB). Pleasing $13,000. Same 
last week for “Possessed” (WB). 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue). 
Hotsy $10,000. Last week, “Huck- 
sters’ (M-G) (3d wk), all right 
$6,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)—‘Ro- 
mance Rosy Ridge” (M-G). Okay 
$10,000. Last. week, “Marked Wo- 
man” (WB) and “Dust My Destiny 
(WB) (reissues), tall $9,500. 

Keith’s (CI) (1,542; 90-$1.25)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (2d wk). Lofty 
$17,000 after setting house record at 
$36,000 on kickoff via upped scale. 
Holds. “Duel” fetched an additional 
$36,000 last week by playing day and 
date at nine nabes in Greater Cincy 
on three-day” and full-week show- 
ings, creating an all-time Greater 
Cincy high of $72,000 for a single 
picture in one week. 





nificient Obsession” (U) and “I Stole 
Million” (U) (reissues). Moderate 


$5,000. Last week, “Black Gold” 
(Mono) (m.o.), $4,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Brute Force” (U). Stout $13.500. 
Last week, “Copacabana” (UA), 
$10,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 


“Dear Ruth” (Par) (m.o.) (2d wk). 
Torrid $7,000 on heels of sock $10,000. 


‘RUTH’ SOCKO $17,000 
TOPS SLOW SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 12. 

Biz is dragging this session, but it 
will not hold back “Dear Ruth, 
which is smash at the Liberty. Town 
is mainly in holdover. Palomar has 
“Angel and Badman” for okay sec- 
ond stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Perils Pauline” (Par) (m.o.) Fancy 
$6,000. Last week, “Miracle 34th St. 
(20th) (3d wk), $4,200 on 6 days. 

Fifth Avenue (S-E) (2.349: 45-80) 
—‘Fiesta” (M-G) (24 wk). Good 
$7,000 in 6 days after getting okay 
$11,700 last week. 

Liberty (J. & VH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Dear. Ruth” (Par) and “Corpse 
Came C.0.D.” (Coi). Great $17,000, 
best here since “Jolson Story” (Co!). 
Last week, second of “Gunfighters 

(Continued on page 20) 








Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)—*Mag- - 
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Kaye's Mitty’ Record $45,000, Chi, 
Despite Heat; ‘Unfaithful’ Sock 306 





Chicago, Aug. 12. + 


Danny Kaye's “Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty’ is soaring to a new 
ouse record on pop scale at the 
rods this week and is standout in 
the Loop. It will hit $45,000 or near, 
emarkable for this small-capacity 
ouse. This exceeds the previous 
house high held by “Bells of St. 
Mary’s” and will top coin made by 
Kaye’s own “Kid From Brooklyn” by 
$6,000. Despite sustained heat wave, 
“The Unfaithful” is also doing well 
with smash $30,000 at the Roosevelt. 

Of the holdovers, “Dear Ruth,’ 
with Jo Stafford and Victor Borge on 
stage, still is sock on fifth stanza at 
$50,000 at the Chicago. “Carnival in 
Costa Rica.” with Art Lund and 
Helen Forrest topping stageshow, is 
heading for over-average $45,000 at 
the Oriental. 

Second week of “Welcome 
Stranger” still is great at $27,000 at 
1,200-seat Apollo. Holdovers and 
longruns dominate most other spots. | 
Ringling Bros. circus, which was ex- 
pected to make a real dent in biz, | 
was affected by the heat, being off 
about 30%. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 95 \—‘“‘Wel- 
come Stranger” (Par) (2d wk). 
Crosby-Fitzgerald starrer hitting top 
figure with $27,000. Opening ‘week | 
was terrific $32,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900: 95)—“Dear 
Ruth” (Par) with Jo Stafford and 
Victor Borge on stage (5th wk). 
Surprise of the Loop with $50,000, 
great. Last week, big $54,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 95)—‘Perils | 
Pauline” (Par) (2d wk). Above} 
average for this small seater at fine 
17,000 or near. Opener was big 
20,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Brute 
Force” (U) (3d wk). Not holding up 
s well as expected with $21,000. 
ast week, also off but solid $24,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 95)— 
“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) with 
Art Lund and Helen Forrest heading 
tageshow (2d wk). Stout $5,000. 
fast week, strong $50,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—‘‘Slave 
Girl” (U) and “Desperate” (RKO) 
(24d wk). Not too good with $16,000 
after modest $20,000 opener. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 95)—‘“Out- 
law” (UA) (7th wk). Jane Russell 
opus holding to bright $13,500. Last 
week, better than expected at $14,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 95)—“Un- 
faithful” (WB). Smash $30,000. Last 
week, “Homestretch” (20th) (3d wk), 
just got under the wire at $14,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 95)— 
“Hucksters” (M-G) (3d wk). Satis- 
factory $28,000. Second week also 
was off at $36,000 but good profit. 

Inited Artists (B&K) (1,700; 95)— 
“High Barbaree” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Moderate $18,000. Last week, also 
not up to par with $22,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 95)—| 
“Life of Walter Mitty’ (RKO). 
Danny Kaye world preem here hit 
staggering $45,000 and new high at 
pop scale here. Also helping is 
round the clock grind policy. Last 
week, “Repeat Performance” (E-L) 
(3d wk). mild $11,000. 

World (Playhouse) (Indie) (587; 
75)—Arty house’ switches back to 
Russ product with “The Vow” (Art- 

ino). Nice $3,500. Last week, 

Great Waltz” (M-G) (reissue), great 
$3,600 for 8th week. 


Heat, H.0.’s Melt St. Loo 
But ‘Unfaithful’ Fancy 
$20,000; ‘Perils’ 126, 2d 


St. Louis, Aug. 12. 
Heat wave that topped 100 de- 
€rees on five consecutive days last 
Week has resumed after a short in- 
terval but biz continues steady. 
Holdovers and reissues are in the 
majority. “The Unfaithful” at the 
Ambassador looks top newcomer. | 
‘The Hucksters” and - “Perils of 
Pauline” still are steady on second 
weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3.000: 50-75) 
—“Unfaithful” (WB) and “Desper- 














ate” (RKO). Fine $20,000. Last | 
week, “Ivv” (U) and “Blackmail” 
(Rep), $14 500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘“The 


Web” (11) and “The Vigilantes Re- | 
turn” (U). Modest $18,000. Last 
week, -“Who’s Kissing Her” (20th) 
and “Crimson Key” (20th), oke $20.- | 
000. , | 

} 


wni®ews (Loew) (3.172; 50-75)— 
‘The Hucksters” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Trim $19,000 after big $26,000 first | 
stanza. | 
wtissouri (F&M) (3,500: 50-75)— | 
Who's Kissing Her” (20th) and| 
Honeymoon” (RKO) (m.o.). Aver- 
a $12.000. Last week. “Possessed” | 
WB) and “Won't Believe Me”) 
(RKO) (m.o.) (2d wk), $8,500. 

® Orpheum (Loew) (2.000: 50-75)— 
prillinger” (Mono) and “Mutiny 
1g House” (Mono) (reissues ). 
Good $10.000. Last week. “Duel in 
un" (SRO) (94 wk), $7,000. 

Pd Louis (F&M) (4,000: 50-75)— 
Perils Ponline” (Par) and “3 On |} 
icket” (PPC) (24 wk). Should | 


Rrab nice $120 - 
rst session. 90 after sock $18,00 | 





| iel Boone” 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week 
(Based on 18 theatres) 

a oS. ere $708,500 
(Based on 17 theatres) 


Possessed Tall 


206 in Slow Det. 


Detroit, Aug. 12. 
“Ghost and Mrs. Muir” at the Fox 
and “Possessed” at the Michigan are 











| tops this week among the new films, 


but biggest business is going to “Wel- 
come Stranger” although in its third 
week at the United Artists. “Ro- 
mance of Rosy Ridge” is okay at 
Palms-State. Biz hit the skids again 
under the influence of season’s rec- 
ord heat wave. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Fixta”’  (M-G) and “Hat Box 
Mystery” (SG) (2d wk). Stout $12,- 
000. Last week, tall $18,000. 

Broadway - Capitol (United De- 
troit) (3,309; 70-95)—‘“Destry Rides 
Again” (U) and “When Daltons 
Rode” (U) (reissues). Fair $13,000. 
Last week, “Lost Honeymoon” (E-L) 
and “Repeat Performance” (E-L), 
weak $11,000. 


Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; 70- 
95)—“Born to Kill” (RKO) and 
“Tarzan Huntress’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Small $9,000. Last . week, good 
$13,000. 

Cinema (Marten) (250; 60-90)— 
“Nuremberg Trials” (Indie). Tall 


$2,200. Last week, “Ivan, Terrible” 
(Indie) (2d wk), solid $1,700. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,866: 
50-60)—“High Barbaree” (M-G) and 
“Love and Learn”. (WB). Average 
$2,100 in 3 days. Last week, “Favor- 
ite Brunette” -(Par) and “Yank in 
London” (UA), $2,400 in 3 days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,039; 
70-95 )—“Possessed” (WB) and “Little 
Miss Broadway” (Mono). Swell $20,- 
000. Last week, “Hucksters” (M-G) 
(3d wk), solid $22,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; (70- 
95)—"Ghost Mrs. Muir” (20th). 
Neat $23,000. Last week, “Duel in 
Sun” (SRO) (2d wk), loud $24,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (2,- 
976; 70-95)—“Romance Rosy Ridge” 
(M-G) and “Desperate” (PRC). Good 
$16,000. Last week, “Affairs of Bel 
Ami” (UA) and “Fun on Weekend” 
(UA), soft $12,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(1,941; 70-95)—‘‘Welcome Stranger” 
(Par) (3d wk). Still sock at $24,000. 
Last week, $27,000. 


Soaring Mercury Dulls 
L’ville Albeit ‘Kissing’ 
Neat $14,000; ‘Love’ 11G 


Louisville, Aug. 12. 

“Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now” 
at the Rialto looks like the standout 
this week, although no downtown 
house is even close to big. Hot 
weather, combined with none too 
potent product as a whole is cur- 
tailing the pace. However, “Dear 
Ruth” at the Brown, on moveover, 
is sparkling. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
40-60)—“Dear Ruth” (Par) and 
“Jungle Flight” (Par) (m.o.) Sturdy 
$6.000. Last week, “Perils Pauline” 
(Par) and “Cover Big Town” (Par) 
(3d wk), big $4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—‘Yearling” (M-G) and 
Band” (RKO). Fine $3,400. Last 
week, “Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) 





and “Love and Learn” (WB), nice 
$3,100. 
Mary Anderson (Peonle’s) (1,100: 


40-60) —“Cry Wolf” (WB). Summer 
average of $8,500. Last week, “Pos- 


“Canyon Passage (U) (reissue). 
Moderate $6,000. Last week. “Dan- 
(RKO) and “Windjam- 
mer’ (RKO) (reissues). 

Rialto (FA) (3,400: 40-60)—“Won- 
der Who's Kissing Her” (20th) and 
“Crimson Key” (20th). Neat $14.- 
000. Last week, “Dear Ruth” (Par) 
and “Jungle Princess” (Par), slick 
$17,000 and m.o. 


Scoop (Louisville theatre) (700: 
| 40-60 )—“Live as I Please” (Indie). 


Last week, “Wed- 
(reissue), $2,000. 


Moderate $2,200. 
ding Night” (Par) 


State (Loew's) (3,300: 40-60)— 
“Other Love” (UA) and “King Wild 
Horses” (Col). Fairish $11.000. Last 


week, “Living in Big Wav” (M-G) 
and “Keeper of Bees” (Col), $12,000. 


Strand (FA) (1,400: 40-60 )— 
“Trouble With Women” (Par) and 
“Danger Street” (Par). Moderate 
$5.000. Last week, “Black Gold” 
(Mono) ahd “Kilroy Was Here 


(Mono) (2d wk), $5,500. 





| 





“Beat | 


| 


‘Kissing’ Lush $13,500 
In ‘Face of Omaha Heat 


Omaha, Aug: 12. 
“I Wonder Who's Kissing Her 
Now” is dragging in the customers 
to the Paramount despite the swelt- 
ering temperature here. Brandeis 
with “Gunfighters” and “Millerson 
Case” is doing unexpectedly fine. 
“Blaze of Noon” and “Dark Delu- 
sion” at the Orpheum is about 
average. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65— “Who's Kissing Her Now” 
(20th). Fancy $13,500. Last week, 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th), fine $12,060. 





| 


Brandeis (RKO> (1,500; 16-65)— | 
“Gunfighters” (Col) and “Millerson 
Case” (Col). Fine $9,000 and may 
hold. Last week, “They Won't Be- 
lieve Me” (RKQ) and “Millie's 


Daughter” (Col), $8,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 16-65) 
—“Blaze of Noon” (Par) and 
“Dark Delusion” (M-G). Good $12.,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Red House” 


| is being reflected currently 


B'way Sturdy; Stranger’-Cavallaro 
Terrif 1106; ‘Bachelor’ Boff 1506, 34; 
Danger’ Big 28/46, ‘Outpost’ 17146 


Some moderation in temperature, 
after Saturday’s (9) rain, and relief 
from humidity came to the rescue of 


Broadway firstruns during the past | 


week. This weather factor plus an 
additional influx of vacation visitors 
by stal- 
many theatres 
particularly 
s, the Para- 


wart business at 
Strength is being 
played by stagepix house 


! mount hitting a new summer record 


(UA) and “Big Town” (Par), $10,000. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 
“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) (m.o.) and 
“Strange Journey” (20th). Solid $10,- 
000 for moveover. Last week, “Perils 
Patline’” (Par) (m.o.) and “Jewels 
Brandenburg” (20th), $9,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par) and 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep). Trim 
$4,000. Last week, “Tobacco Road” 
(20th) and “Grapes of Wrath” (20th) 
(reissues). Smash $5,200; best this 
house has had recently. 


15-50)— 


Brute’-Vaude 276 


Boston, Aug. 12. 

Improvement in quality of prod- 
uct here in the last couple of weeks 
is not reflected too heavily in re- 
turns this session. Gil Lamb and 
other acts are helping “Brute Force,” 
at RKO, to fine stanza. “Long 
Night” looks solid at Memorial but 
“Other Love” is not big at the two 
Loew houses. “Cry Wolf” is way off 
at the Met. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Brute Force” (U) plus Gil Lamb, 
others, on stage. Headed for nice 
$27,000. Last week, “Vigilantes Re- 
turn” (U) plus Perry Como, others, 
huge $42,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Danger St.” 
(Par) (m.o.). Oke $8,000. Last week, 
“Repeat Performance” (E-L) and 
“Pretender” (Rep), $8,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Long Night” (RKO) and “That’s 
My Gal” (Rep). Strong attraction 
but not as big as expected at $24,000. 
Last week, “Who's Kissing Her Now” 
(20th) and “Seven Keys Baldpate” 
(3d wk), $19,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—‘Cry Wolf” (WB) and “Son of 
Rusty” (Indie). Offish $20,000. Last 
week, “Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Dan- 
ger St.” (Par), $22,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Other Love” (UA) and “Keeper 
Bees” (Col). Nice $23,000. Last week 
“Romance Rosy Ridge” (M-G) an 
“Millerson Case” (Col), $26,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Dear Ruth” (Par) and “Danger St.” 
(Par). (m.o.). Fine $14,000. Last 
week, “Repeat Performance” (E-L) 
and “Pretender” (Rep), $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 40-80)— 
“Other Love’ (UA) and “Keeper 
Bees” (Col). So-so $10,000. Last 
week, “Romance Rosy Ridge” (M-G) 
and “Millerson Case” (Col), $12,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
“Call to Murder” (Indie) and 
“Racketeers” (Indie). Down to $3,500. 
Last week, “Killers” (U) and “Sus- 
pect” (Indie), $5,200. 


‘RUTH’ GREAT $18,500, 
PROV; ‘RIDGE’ BIG 236 


Providence, Aug. 12. 





Break in heat wave here is bring- | 
| ing a surge in biz. In on the break | 


were Loew’s State’s “Romance of 
Rosy Ridge.’ RKO Albee’s “Come 


| and Get Me, Cops” and Majestic’s 


sessed” (WB) (2d wk), satisfactory 
$5,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400: 40-60) 
'—“Vigilantes Return” (U) and | 


mild $5,000. | 





} 


Possessed.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Come and Get Me, Cops” (Indie) 
and “Seven Keys 
(RKO). Very hefty $18,000 or near. 
Last week, “Riff-Raff’ (RKO) and 
‘Born to Kill’ (RKO), $14,500. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—“Miracle 34th St.” (20th) 


Perky $6,000. Last week, “Ghost 
Mrs. Muir” (20th) and “Crimson 
Key” (20th) (2d run), good $5,000. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Gold- 
(Continued on page 20) 








Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. . 

The  parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax 


and | 
“Strange Journey” (20th) (2d run). | 





| 
} 











and the Music Hall holding to its 
opening week’s gait although in third 
session 

Outstanding newcomer is “Wel- 
come Stranger.” with Carmen Caval- 
laro band, Raul & Eva Reyes, Nip 


Nelson, others, on stage. This combo 


is bringing the Par a terrific $110,000, | 


biggest summer week ever at the 
Paramount flagship. It’s also the big- 
gest non-holiday week there this 
year. 

Music Hall is standout. It’s expect- 
ed to strike $150,000 or over in third 
stanza with “Bachelor 
Soxer”’ and usual big stageshow, 
which would duplicate second week’s 
total and be virtually the same as 
opening session. Hall is benefiting 
from usual August vacationers in 
town, but such smash figures 
three weeks in a row are considered 
sensational, especially since the tee- 
off week was one of biggest summer 
rounds ever at this big house. 

The other top new picture is 
“Green For Danger,’ which is head- 
ing for sturdy $28,500 at the Winter 
Garden, best opening frame there in 
many weeks. Well-conceived bally 
and strong crix appraisal are help- 
ing this British-made film over the 
top. “Northwest Outpost” also is 
doing nicely with $17,500 or over at 
the Globe. Reissue combo of “Marked 
Woman” and “Dust Be My Destiny” 
looks big with $45,000 or better at 
the Strand, where they’re playing 
sans stageshow. 

“Who’s Kissing Her Now,” with 
Abbott-Costello and Joe E. Howard 
heading stagebill, is holding up in 
great fashion at the Roxy with $103,- 
000 likely for third week. Smith & 
Dale come in as replacement for 


A.&C. on fourth stanza starting to- 


day (Wed.) with stage lineup other- 
wise the same. George M. Cohan, 
Jr., is giving the State a real lift, 
with big $30,000 or near likely. ‘“Dis- 
honored Lady” is on second-run at 
this house. Son of the Broadway 
song-dance man got off to great start 


with much better’ expected on the | 


week,, but Saturday’s rain cut off 
nearly $4,000. 

Many new bills start this week. 
“Black Narcissus,” British metler, 
opens today (Wed.) at the former 
legit Fulton, marking the preem of 
film policy at this spot. Danny Kaye’s 
“Life of Walter Mitty” tees off to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at the Astor after 
that house’s 38 remarkable weeks 
with “Best Years.” On the same day 
“Frieda,’ another British - made, 
starts at the Park Avenue. Palace 
began two weeks of what it’s calling 
a Repertory Season of big pictures 
yesterday (Tues.), with a new film 
every day. Opened with “Bells of 
St. Mary’s” and playing “Love Af- 
fair” today. This will bring the house 
to a few days before Labor Day, 
when it plans launching its strong 
new season product. , 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40) 
—‘Best Years” (RKO) (38th-final 
wk). Fact that picture now is play- 
ing RKO nabes in N. Y. area is 
hurting, but in profit at $15,000 on 
blowoff; hit $18,000 on 37th week. 
Terminating highly profitable, long 


run here. “Life of Walter Mitty” 
(RKO) opens here tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 


Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.50)— 
Shuttered after reissues of “Lady 
Burlesque” (UA) and “Great John 
L.” (UA) did less than $5,000 in 
week ending Thursday (7). 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—Hucksters” (M-G) plus Tony and 
Selly De Marco, Charles Trenet, 


| Ted Straeter orch, others (4th wk). 


to Baldpate’”’ | 





Doing nicely at $66,000 after solid | 


$72,000 on third. a fifth and 
maybe longer. 


Criterion (Loew's) (1.700: 60-$1.25) 


Holds 


—‘Brute Force” (U) (5th wk). 
Fourth frame ended last (Tues.) 
night held remarkably well with 


close to $30,000, good. Third week 
was strong $35,000. Stays on indef 
and possibly until Labor Day, when 
“Singapore” (U) is due in. 

Fulton (City Invest.) (785; 80- 
$1.50) — “Black Narcissus” (U). 
Opens today (Wed.), making preem 
of house with films under City In- 
vesting operation. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Northwest Outpost” (Rep). Doing 
fine at $17,500 despite lukewarm 
crix reaction. Holds. Last week, 
“Wyoming” (Rep) (2d wk), $7,500. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
“Mr. Smith To Washington” (Col) 
and “Let Us Live” (Col) (reissues). 
On first week ending next Friday 
(15) will hit mild $8,000, and stays 
only one week. In ahead, “Dillinger” 


dis- | 


and Bobby- | 


for | 


“Mutiny Big House’ 
$10,000 in 10 


and 
(reissues), 


(Mono) 
{Mono) 
| days. 
Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) 
| —“*Possessed” (WB) (11th-final wk). 
| Good $13,000 in 8 days after $13,500 


}in 10th week. “Life With Father” 
| (WB) opens Friday (15) 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1)— 
Opened two weeks of “Repertory 
Season of Memorable Pictures” 
yesterday (Tues.) with “Bells St. 
| Mary’s” (RKO) (reissue) and new 
film daily. “Love Affair” (RKO) 
(reissue) plays today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Won't Believe Me” (RKO) 


(4th wk-6 days), okay $15,500; third 
|} week was good $18,000. 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70; 1.50)— 
| “Welcome Stranger” (Par) with 
Carmen Cavallaro orch, Raul & Eva, 
Reyes, Nip Nelson, others on stage 
| (2d wk). Looks to hit new summer 
high of $110,000 in first week ended 
last night, terriffic. Also biggest 
| non-holiday week this year. Six 
| Stage-screen shows being used daily 
| to take care of crowds, with house 
opening at 8 a.m. Last week, “Perils 
of Pauline” (Par) with Phil Spitalny 
orch (4th wk), $60,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20-$2.40) 


}—‘100 Men and Girl” (U) (reissue) 
(2d-final wk). Only $2,500, barely 

}in black after mild $5,000 opener. 
“Frieda” (U) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.), 


Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 70-$2.40) — “Bachelor 
and Bobby-Soxer”’ (RKO) with 
stageshow (3d wk). Still maintain- 
ing sensational pace at $150,000 or 
same as for second. Stays on, with 
fifth week certain. Great weekend 
trade with usual big percentage of 
summer visitors keeping the Hall 
up in the clouds for third week in 
succession, 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85)— 
“The Pretender” (Rep). Opened last 
Monday (11). Last week, “Black- 
mail” (Rep), okay $6,200. In ahead, 
“Key Witness” (Col), $5,200 in 6 
days. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—‘Crossfire” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Third week ended yestefday (Tues.) 
held up remarkably strong $41,000 
after rousing $48,500 for second. 
Stays on indefinitely. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Who’s Kissing Her Now” (20th) 
with Smith & Dale, Maurice Rocco, 
Joe E. Howard, Hermanos Williams 
Trio, others, on stage (4th-final wk). 
Abbott & Costello bowed out after 
third week ended last (Tues.) night, 
with Smith & Dale replacing; other- 
wise same show holding. Third 
frame held up to great $103,000, 
being helped by strong Sunday (10), 
which topped previous Sunday’s biz; 
second was big $105,500. “Mother 
Wore Tights” (20th) opens Aug. 20. 

States (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“Dishonored Lady” (UA) (2d run) 
with George M. Cohan, Jr., John & 
Rene Arnaut, Jean Carroll, others 
on’ stage. _— Cohan the real 
magnet here and largely responsible 
for big $30,000 or near. Rain Satur- 
day hurt this which started out sen- 
sationally. Last week, “Fiesta” 
(M-G) (2d run) and vaude headed 
by Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, 
Johnny Burke, Gracie Barrie, fine 
$28,500. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.10)— 
“Marked Woman” (WB) and “Dust 
Be My Destiny” (WB) (reissues). 
Doing nicely at $45,000, especially 
solid in view of cut scale and ab- 
sence of stagebill. Last week, “Cry 
Wolf’. (WB) with Freddy Martin 
orch, others, on stage (3d wk), 


$43,000. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20) 
—‘‘Gunfighters” (Col) (3d = wk). 
Holding up in nice fashion, with 
$10,500 in sight this stanza after 
$12,500 for second. Stays on. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 
60-$1.20)—“Green For Danger” 
(E-L). Being helped by strong re- 
views for a British-made and smart 
ad-exploitation campaign. Likely 
will hit sturdy $28,500, best here in 
many weeks. Grind until early 








morning a favorable factor. Last 
| week, “Slave Girl’ (U) (3d wk), 
$11,000. 


H ——————$—$ 5 


‘CARNEGIE’ LOUD 186, 
FRISCO; FURY’ 206, 2D 


San Francisco, Aug. 12. 

Cool weather here is pushing up 
biz generally after stretch of un- 
usually warm days. “Seven Keys to 
| Baldpate,” coupled with vaude, is 
giving the Golden Gate a big stanza. 
“Carnegie Hall,” at the small United 
Artists, looks in for a hefty week. 
“Gone With Wind,” on reissue, is 
piling up sock biz at the bandbox 
Guild. 

“Desert Fury” continues strong in 
second frame at the Paramount 
while “Welcome Stranger” still is 
grabbing solid coin although in 


Ateeth ene nin “4 
fourth n at the St. Francis. 


Session at tHe Of. 
Estimates for This Week 
Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)-- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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“Giant, colossal house 
record in Detroit tops 


“Going My Way” by 60%... 
Tops Going My Way” 
in Minneapolis 1st week... 
Tops Going My Way’ 
in New York opening... 
'Tops “Going My Way’ 
in Rochester opening... 
Tops Going My Way” 
in Kansas City opening... ( A 
Tops ‘Going My Way’ ras 
in Fort Worth opening... 


All-time record 
in San Francisco... 


“Doubled average gross (ARRON ge ge 
in Chicago!”—AZ P. Daily Vw ee ee || 
‘And N.Y. Sun’s © Best of ~S /X< : 3 
the Crosby comedies... 
even better than Going 
My Way’, keys the 
Broadway bouquets for... 
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THE PERILS 
OF PAULINE 


“Giant gross in Seattle,” says Variety... And 





Variety headlines- Pauline’s’ performance 
everywhere: Biggest of the yearin Omaha”... 
“Best in weeks in Philadelphia”... .“Rousing 
business in Denver’... Solid in Baltimore’... 
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JE.\...KING-  ) | 
ee =SIZE! ‘“Dear Ruth’ remarkable 


long run film, St. Louis”... 





“Surprise 4th week 
strength, Chicago”... 





. “Unusual power in 3rd 
™, e 
week, Kansas City”... 


“Strong 4th week in Detroit” 
“Biggest in Philadelphia” 


(All Quotes from Variety) 
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Argentine Radio in 
As Factions Vie 


Montevideo, Aug. 5. 
Argentina’s broadcasters have 
been in continous confab during 
the past fortnight, mulling over their 
own plans for a reorganization of 
the country’s commercial broadcast- 
ing system, to counteract the many 


Suspended State 
for Future Control 


points which they know will be in- 
sisted upon by the existing govern- 
ment in any coming legislation, but 
adapting other conditions to their 
own more practical experience of 
commercial radio. 

In mulling over their scheme for 





schemes being hatched by politicans 
to gain control of, or nationalize the 
girwaves. 


future legislation, the network ty- 
coons called in the assistance of 


| representatives of local industry and 


Although the sessions have been | trade, advertising agencies and the 
held behind closed doors, there are | various unions of radio workers, in 


reports of 
@mong the ether boys, 
unanimous on only one point, i.e.| 
that their present undefined situa- | 
tion can’t go on indefinitely. For the 
past decade the various governments 
have stressed the need for radio leg- 
islation, but governments have come 
and gone, and the dust is still gath- 
ering on the reports of the innumer- 
able commissions each set up to 
study radio without coming to any 
decision. It’s now a case of all or 
nothing for the broadcasters and 
they are out to get things settled one 
way or another. 

Under the Peron regime, which is 
60 radio-conscious, their position has 
grown steadily worse. They not) 
only have to contend with copious 
bureaucratic regujations and censor- 
ship, but lose wads of coin annually 
in time commandeered by. govern- 
ment broadcasts. At the same time 
they can’t go ahead with renewal of 
equipment or new studio construc- 
tion, until they know whether they 
are in for expropriation or not. 

More recently, and with an eye 
to the next elections, government- 
subsidized press factions have been 
advocating nationalization of the 
commercial sy$tem—that is to say, 
creation o” a semi-commercial, state- 
operated radio monopoly. Other po- 
litical factions. in the Peron. ranks, 
however, favor the same old com- 
mercial system as heretofore, so”as 
to assure their own access to the 
media when campaign time comes 
around. 


considerable fireworks | 
who are 


order that their plan should cover 
all vested interests and thus 
eliminate any chance of p-otests 
from these sources. 

Government Network Seen 

All these blueprints envisage set- 
ting up of a full government net- 
work, headed by the official gov- 
ernment station, to be financed from 
taxes levied on commercial broad- 
casting. In addition to the national 
web, three commercial networks 
would be allowed to operate, prob- 
ably absorbing the three existing 
webs, Mundo, Belgrano and Splen- 
did, but a number of the present 
city outlets would be transferred 
to provinces which are currently 
devoid of any local radio stations. 

If the broadcasters’ scheme for 
the future, radio system goes 
through, the networks would operate 
under 25-year concessions, and this 
would put an end to the present in- 
stability under which the commer- 
cial webs operate, and which has 
prevented their more intensive de- 
velopment in the last few years. 
The broadcasters’ scheme also out- 
lines a technical control, on the 
lines of the FCC, to control radio 
from the technical point of view, 
but eliminating the existing close 
censorship maintained over the air- 
waves by the Posts and Telecom- 
munications setup. 

In the meanwhile, restriction of 
importations recently imposed by 
the Peron government, as a result of 
exchange shortages, is cutting into 
advertising appropriations on all 
sides. The networks have not felt 





Army Looms Contender 

Apart from these Jack Horners 
anxious to stick their fingers in the 
radio pie, the Army also looms in 
the background as a contender for 
radio plums. Insiders in the in; 
dustry state that the Army would 
like to see the country covered with 
a criss-cross network of broadcast- 
ing webs, available at any time for 
defence purposes, and favors the 
commercial system as the _ best 
suited to insure a mass audience 
when emergencies arise. Some ra- 
dio tycoons have been working hard 
to get this idea through the brass 
hats. 

So far, two draft bills are before 
Congress. One of these was au- 
thored by Oscar Nicolini, Posts 
and Telecommunications czar, who 
has ruled Argentine radio for Peron 
since his election. Deputy Sutaita 
Seeber, member of a Congressional 
Committee, appointed nine months 
ago to probe into the radio situa- 


the blast as much as other .nedia, 
but a cold wind is beginning to blow 
and is seeping through the shutters 
in the advertising trade, which may 
quite easily have far-reaching ef- 
fects for agency and station per- 
sonnel and talent before the end of 
the year. 


British Film Briefs 


London, Aug. 12. 

Ann Todd is to take a complete 
rest on doctor’s orders as soon as 
she finishes in “So Evil My Love,” 
in whigh she is starring with Ray 
Milland for Hal Wallis. . . . Cella 
Lipton, daughter of bandleader Sid- 
ney Lipton, has been given important 
role in Marcel Heilman’s filming of 
play, “This Was a Woman.” . ? 
Notts and Derby Cinema Proprietors’ 
Assn., involving over 100 filmhouses 




















tion and submit recommendations | in the provinces, has decided to bar 


to Congress, 
other bill. 


has cooked up the!German prisoners of war, claiming 
Now the broadcasters) that they keep out regulars, includ- 
have added their blueprint to the 


ing ex-servicemen. . . . Sudden ap- 


pile, and in doing so have incor- | pendectomy of Roberty Beatty, play- 
porated some of the better points | ing top role in Michael Balcon’s pic, 


proposed in the other two drafts, 


“Against the Wind,” will hold up 





WOOL SALES HYPO FILM 


GROSSES DOWN UNDER 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


Australia’s wool sales to this coun- 
try are hopping up film grosses down 
under, according to Ralph R. Doyle, 
RKO’s managing director for Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand, currently 


paying his first visit to Hollywood. 
America, Doyle 
tralian wool growers 


dollars went 
Continued wool 
added, may eventually reduce the 
high import duties on motion pic- 
tures. 





Mex Film Bank Revamp 
Mexico City, Aug. 5. 

Pic industry's own _ bank, the 
Banco Cinematografico, founded 
here in 1938 by the trade and the 
government, is being reorganized 
and hypoed with coin so as to 
finance producers the better. 

Bank will have a _ capital of 
$4,000,000, of which official and 
private banks will provide $600,000— 
$200,000 each by the Bank of Mexico; 
the Nacional Financiera, the gov- 
ernment’s fiscal agency, and the 
National Bank of Mexico, country’s 
largest private bank. 


said, paid Aus- 
$100,000,000 
Jest year, and a good portion of the 
into film  boxoffices. 
prosperity, he 


production for at least two weeks. 

. . John H. Kahan, film author, to 
lecture in fall at Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art in London on “Simi- 
larities and Differences of Film and 
Stage Acting.” . . . In the next La- 
bor Party election it is intended to 
use films for electioneering purpose, 
first time such an attempt has been 
made. The National Film Assn. is 
cooperating. 

Diana Morgan, playwright wife of 
Robert Macdermott, J. Arthur 
Rank’s film story department chief, 
has off to the Riviera to join Wesley 
Ruggles for confabs on the Bing 
Crosby-Sid Field's filmusical. P 
Alan Melville, revue writer responsi- 
ble for all the “Sweet and Low” 
revue series, is writing original for 
London Films, which Sir Alexander 
Korda will use as vehicle for Cary 
Grant. . . . Rank, who is to make a 
Technicolor ‘film based on life of 
Nellie Melba, onetime Australian 
opera star, will have important role 
for newcomer Jane Hylton, with 
Joan Cross to Melba-voice on the 
sound-track. 

“Daybreak,” the Sydney Box pic, 
which stars Ann Todd and has been 
on the shelf for some time, will be 
tradeshown shortly. Boulting 
Bros.’ dispute with the Brighton race 
track owners, which stopped shoot- 
ing of their pic, “Brighton Rock,” 
for several days, has been adjusted. 
... Sir Arthur Jarratt to Sweden on 
three weeks’ vacation. 





Pix Crisis, Hairdresser 
Nix Lockwood Personal 


London, Aug. 12. 

Margaret Lockwood, who was due to 
make personals in New York for the 
Sydney Box picture “Jassy,” in 
which she is starring, when picture 
opens in New York in September, 
and possibly make a picture in 
Hollywood, has canceiled her trip 
primarily due to the film crisis. 
Also. factor is refusal of Ministry 
of Labor to permit her to take 
along William Rowlands of J. Ar- 
thur Rank’s London publicity office 
and her own hairdresser. 


Rank Staffers In 


Mass Vacation 


London, Aug. 12. 
J. Arthur Rank’s entire produc- 
tion and laboratory units will shut- 
ter the last two weeks in August for 
the first “mass vacation” in British 
film history. It’s pointed out that 
Rank devised the plan last year and 
that the studio shutdowns are 
Strictly temporary and have noth- 
ing to do with the current British 
tax situation. 
Plan was designed by Rank to 
avoid crippling of production through 
spasmodic vacations by key per- 
sonnel, British magnate expects the 
idea to pay off in considerable pro- 
duction savings, since no film will be 
held up because of the absence of a 
chief cameraman, chief grip, etc., 
which had occurred in the past. 
Mass vacation, moreover, gives top 
production executives a chance at a 
holiday, permitting such men as Syd- 
ney Box, head of Gainsborough 
Studios, and Earl St. John, produc- 
tion adviser to Rank, to make trips 
to the U. S. Both of the production 
toppers are scheduled to arrive in 
New York, Thursday (14) aboard 
the Queen Elizabeth. 
Rank’s theatre and executive head- 
quarters staff are not affected by the 
mass vacation idea, with the theatre 
circuits slated to remain in opera- 
tion. 


LOVE AIN'T WHAT IT 
USED TO BE IN JAPAN 


Tokyo, Aug. 1. 

Kissing is once again taboo on the 
Jap screen. 
Verbally attacked by the daily 
journals this past summer, the Home 
Ministry announced last week it 
would censor any shots of necking, 
a practice almost totally unheard of 
in Japan before the occupation. 

Prior to the war, American and 
other foreign films were scissored 
when the lover put his face near his 
sweetheart’s. > 


Rose PRC Europe Head 


Ben Rose, formerly assistant gen- 
eral sales manager for British Lion 
Films, has been made Producers Re- 
leasing Corp. representative in 
Great Britain and Europe, succeed- 
ing L. E. Kalker, who had held the 
post since early in 1946. Announce- 
ment of appointment was made by 
S. L. Seidelman, head of PRC for- 
eign operations. 

Rose held sales posts with Gen- 
eral Films Distributors in. England 
for 18 years before going to British 
Lion. 


Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 12. 

“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (10). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphia (16). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (29). 
“Boys in Brown,” Duchess (7). 
“Deep Are Roots,” Wyndhams (5). 
“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (5). 
“Dr. Angelus,” Phoenix (2). 
“Edward My Son,” Majesty’s (11). 
“Ever Since Paradise,” New (10). 
“Here There,” Palladium (19). 
“Jane,” Aldwych (28). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (10). 
“My Wives & I,” Strand (2), 
“Nightingale,” Princes (4). 
“Noose,” Saville (8). 
“Off the Record,” Apollo (10). 
“Oklahoma,” Drury Lane (15). 
“Peace in Our Time,” Lyric (3). 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp (121). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (22). 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’kt (17). 
“Proudly Present,” Yorks (15). 
“Sleeping Clergyman,” Crit. (8). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (67). 
“Together Again,” Vic Paiace (17). 
“Trespass,” Globe (4). 
“Voice of Turtle,” Piccadilly (5). 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric (64). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (15). 

















British’ Label On Film Is Good 
Selling Aid Now in So. America 





Donat Out of ‘Bane’ Pic Due 
To Tiffings With Siedmak 


London, Aug. 12. 

Peter Bernies is due here from 
Hollywood early September to script 
“Precious Bane,” the Mary Webb 
bestseller, for Paul Soskin, the film 
producer. Robert Donat was to have 
starred, with pic to start shooting 
Oct. 1, with Robert Siodmak, already 
in England, to direct. 

Donat is now unlikely, due to dif- 
ferences with Siomak, with new 
name not yet chosen. Understood pic 
i¢ to take 125 days to complete, at 
cost of around $1,540,000, and will be 
made at Denham Studios. 


Aussie Indie Pix Studio 
To Make Bid for Postwar 
Production Activities 


Sydney, Aug. 7. 

Figtree Studios, shut a long time, 
because of wartime takeover by the 
Royal Australian Air Force as a 
base, will try a comeback bid this 
year to make home productions. 

R. E. Denison, son of late Sir 
Hugh Denison, newspaper and radio 
mogul, told Variety that his board 
of directors, comprised of Fred 
Daniell, Clive Ogilvie, P. G. Smith, 
A. G. Barnes and Stuart McDonald, 
would set wheels in motion imme- 
diately to re-equip studios with the 
latest technical gear from U. S. and 
England. Major idea is to rent 
studios to indie producers in the 
Down Under territory. A company 
may later be formed under Deni- 
son’s direction also to enter the 
production field here. 

With -Cinesound-Pagewood under 
control of Rank-Rydge (with Ken G. 
Hall as producer-director in chief), 
there is little other studio space— 
excepting Commonwealth Studio, 
indie operated on minor setup— 
available to other pic men. Ealing 
Aussie production unit, headed by 
Eric Williams, with Harry Watt 
directing, will no doubt go through 
the C-P setup. Ealing is due to start 
“Eureka Stockade” in September, 
followed by “Robbery Under Arms.” 


Warners Again Nixed On 








Sydney, Aug. 12. 

Australian Appeals Court dis- 
missed Warner Bros. appeal against 
the Films Commission’s refusal to 
grant a permit to build a theatre on 
its own site hére. Major objectors 
were Hoyts, -Greater Union Theatres 
and Carroll-Musgrave. Judge ruled 
that the construction of a non-essen- 
tial building at present was against 
the public interest. 

Hoyt’s lease on Fuller’s Mayfair 
theatre here expires next April, and 
it’s reported that Warners may 
dicker for takeover of the house as a 
Sydney showcase if Fullers is agree- 
able. This is considered doubtful. It 
now looks as though Warner Bros. 
will make a deal with Hoyts for 
playing its product in key cities and 
urban spots on a longterm basis. 


Censors Nix Torture Pix 


Mexico City, Aug. 5. 

Clasa Films Mundiales had _ to 
drop »plans for making “St. Phillip 
of Jesus,” film biog of Mexico’s boy 
saint who was tortured to death 
while a missionary in the 16th cen- 
tury. Film censors refused to okay 
the script. 

Trade is puzzled because censors 
have approved several other Mexi- 
can pix of religious theme. 








METRO GETS ‘WORD’ 


Swedish picture, “The Word,” has 
been bought by Metro International 
for distribution in the U. S. and else- 
where in the world market. 

Film is based on a play by Kaj 
Munk. Starring Victor Seastrom, it 
was directed by Gustav Molander. 





‘Duel’ Set in Mex 
Mexico City, Aug. 5. 
“Duel in the Sun” (SRO) will defi- 





four cinemas, the Cines Chapul- 


Building Sydney House! ? 





Fact that a film is “British” is 
now a selling angle for Britain's pic- 
tures in South America, according 
to Howard Harrison, assistant for- 
eign manager of Sir Alexander Kor- 
da’s London Films, who arrived in 
New York last week after a nine- 
week survey of the Latin-American 
market that covered all countries 
with the exception of Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua, Harrison tarried in 
Gotham only for a few days, planing 
to Lortion Friday (8) to report di- 
rectly to Korda. 

With British film-makers in need 
of new sources of revenue. espe- 
cially since Anglo-U. S. pic relations 
have reached the critical point, Kor- 
da, as an independent, is in a strate. 
gic position, inasmuch as 20th-Fox 
is handling distribution of Korda 
product in South America, Australia, 
South Africa, the U. S., and Canada 
under a recent deal. Harrison de- 
clared that 20th will distribute some 
14 Korda films for the ‘next two 
years and can choose others if it so 
desires, Those that are passed up 
Korda will handle himself. 

Mexican films, Harrison opined, 
achieved the peak of their popu- 
larity about a year ago and are now 
on the downgrade, Reason for this, 
he felt, was that people are now 
shopping for quality pictures rather 
than accepting run-of-the-mill prod. 
uct as in the past. Public’s selective 
taste is directed to product of all 
producers, and he noted that the 
major American companies are now 
concentrating upon the bigger pic- 
tures. 

Harrison felt the competition of J. 
Arthur Rank in the South American 
zone is a good thing for British films 
in general. He cited Korda’s policy 
of developing a stable of interna- 
tional stars had helped the firm in 
that area, Vivien Leigh, who’s 
starred in  Korda’s_ forthcoming 
“Anna Karenina,” has long been a 
favorite there, and the company is 
also bolstered internationally with 
Cary Grant, who’s scheduled for two 
films under the Korda banner. Orson 
Welles and Burgess Meredith are 
others who are expected to furnish 
b.o. pull overseas for Korda. 

In his South American junket Har- 
rison said he noticed a “terrific 
amount of new theatre building.” 
This he found a decided contrast to 
the amusement construction situation 
in England, hampered for seven 
years by the war and its after-effects, 

Touching on the reissue problem, 
Harrison said the bad ones tend to 
ive the newer British films a bad 
name. However, the better oldies do 
well, he declared, pointing out that 
Korda’s reissue of “Lady Hamilton” 
is now taking more money out of 
South America than it did when 
originally issued. Outlook for Brit- 
ish pictures in general, the film exec 
Said, is quite favorable throughout 
South America, He noted that this 
was true of practically all countries 
with the exception of Chile, which 
has a foreign-exchange problem. 





Del Rio Swells B.A.’s Mex 
Ranks; Marshall to Cuba 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 5. 


Dolores del Rio* will be planing 
into Buenos Aires next week to 
make a picture for Luis Saslavsky, 
at present skedded to be “Lady 
Windermere’s Fan.” This adds yet 
another to the Mexican contingent 
already in Buenos Aires. Jorge 
Negrete and Gloria Marin have been 
working in legit for several months, 
but it’s now probable that they will 
leave without having made any pix. 
Arturo de Cordova also arrived a 
fortnight ago, and will make pix for 
Argentine Sono Film, teamed with 
blonde Zully Moreno. 


Nini Marshall, on the other hand, 
is packin gher trunks for an air trip 
to Havana, where she will appear on 
CMQ, when it inaugurates its new 
studio building. Filmex of Mexico is 
dickering with the Argentine com- 
edy queen for a series of pix to be 
made in Mexico. 





— 


7 New Palestine Houses 
Jerusalem, Aug. 3. 
Three new cinemas have been built 
in Haifa recently, ending the long 
wartime shortage. 
Four more cinemas are expected 


. \to be completed this year, two of 
nitely have its preem here Sept. 12, | 


on the eve of the Mexican inde-|one on Mt. Carmel, and one on Ha- 
pendece fiestas, simultaneously in ‘dar Hacarmel, where the Ora Cine- 


them in Haifa Town for Arabic films; 


ma, which was gutted by fire in 1942, 


tepec, Palacio and Savoy, firstruns,|is now being rebuilt by Solel Boneh 
jand Insurgentees, secondrun house. |at a cost of $240,000. 
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Politics-Ridden Argentine Legit 


In Bad Way; Imports Only So-So 





Montevideo, Aug. 5. ¢ 


Four years ago, the National 
Comedy Theatre in Buenos Aires 
was a flourishing concern, raking 
in big sums at the boxoffice, putting 
on legit productions which were a 
source of pride to nationals and good | 
entertainment to both nationals and 
foreigners. The best legit talent was 
proud to belong to the group, and 
local dramatists, whatever their po- 
litical views, knew that if they had 
a good opus to offer, that opus stood 
a good chance of getting on the} 
Comedy’s boards. 

In 1947, with the Comedy in the 
hands of a political camarilla, pre- 
senting plays chosen for their poli- | 
tical angles, and starring second-rate 
casts with powerful political back- 
ing, the theatre is playing to empty 
houses and the productions it puts 
on are made the butt of cafe jokes. 

So far this year, high boxoffice 
grosses have been made by two na- 
tional-authored plays: “Honeymoon 
for Three,” by Sixto Pondal Rios 
and Nicolas Olivari at the Astral 
theatre. which made $45,000 in the 
first month. Another local play, “It’s 
Time Pa Married,” by the same au- 
thors. has already surpassed the 
Astral high, raking in $13,750 in the 
first week, and expected to gross an 
average of $50,000 a month. 

Translated plays have not been 
doing as well this season, possibly 
because ‘the humdrum ‘ material 
chosen. Pepe Arias’ production of 
Pagnol’s “The ‘Baker’s Wife,” trans- 
lated from the French, was a near 
flop, grossing a mere $12,750 weekly. 
Garson Kanin’s “Born Yesterday,” 
produced by Francisco Charmiello 
at the Smart theatre, has already 
run into 129 performances and 
grossed around $20,750 weekly, which 
is considered not so hot. 

There have been fewer translated 
plays on the boards, as a result of 
the Authors’ Society deal with the 
local managers, which calls for each 
company presenting a national-au- 
thored play before any translated 
works can be produced at the thea- 
tre engaged for the season. This rule 
has prevented a number of leading 
companies from blossoming out this 
season, as their producers complain 
that they cannot afford to take risks 
with their capital, putting on untried 
plays. They state that the reason 
they prefer translations of foreign | 
favorities is the fact that they have | 
already been given a trial abroad, 
and they are certain they can run 
into at least 100 performances. 

This doesn’t mean that all trans- 
lated plays are bound to succeed on 
the Argentine stage. “Life With 
Father,” produced last year by the 
Diaz-Collado Company, was only 
moderately successful. Marcel Ach- 
ard’s “She Loved a Pirate.” and 
“Mama Colibri” by Henri Bataille. 
were boxoffice flops. But it seems 
symptomatic of something that Iris 
Marga and Miguel Faust Rocha, lead- 
ing lights of the Argentine stage, 
shquid be representing their country 
in Madrid with a translation of a 
French opus, Louis Vernauil's “Jeal- 
ousy,” rather than a play by an Ar- 
8entine dramatist. 


Aussie ‘Annie’ Bookings 
Heavy, Into Next Year 


Melbourne, Aug. 5. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” the Irv- 
ing Berlin-Herbert and Dorothy 
Fields Broadway musical, is dupli- 
Cating its recent London smash suc- 
cess in its new Australian version. 
Production put on by J. C. William- 
son Theatres at His Majesty's July 
19 is sold out for weeks ahead, and 





| 








Gilbert Vamps Pink 


Marc Gilbert, foreign film distrib- 
utor who resigned last week as of- 
ficer and director of Sidney Pink’s 
Trans-International Pictures Corp. 
of California, declared that his de- 
parture came about when Pink 
“overestimated his capacity.” Com- 
pany was set up early this year to 
distribute foreign-mades on the 
Coast.’ 

Gilbert said he felt that films he 
supplied Trans-International weren't 
receiving the proper exploitation, 
and he was generally dissatisfied. 
He'll continue as heretofore with his 
own foreign film firm, with head- 
quarters in New York. 





Kabuki—Ancient Jap 
Legit Act—Returned To 
Stage in Tokyo by Vets 


Tokyo, Aug. 5. 

Kabuki, rated one of Japan’s top 
arts—but which has hit the skids the 
past few years—surged back towards 
its former popular favor here last 
night (4) when a wartime-banned 
Kabuki classic was presented at the 
Tokyo Educational Center. The play, 
“Sesshu Gappo Ga Tsuji.” which was 
written in 1779, brought together the 
two top Kabuki artists of Japan— 
Nakamura Baigyoku, 72, and Naka- 
mura Kichiemon, 62—for the first 
time in 10 years. 

Both came out of retirement in the 
hopes of reviving the ancient art, 
which was nixed by Jap militarists 
during the war on the grounds it 
was immoral and its showings would 
undermine the social structure of 
Japan’s nation of warriors. The ban 
was lifted by General MacArthur 
when the occupation began in 1945, 
but a lack of capable artists kept 
Kabuki practically shelved. 

Kabuki’s success rests not only on 
the performers, but the joruri (a 
narrator), who sits at one side of 
the stage throughout the show ex- 
plaining the background, player’s 
thoughts, etc. He’s accompanied by a 
samisen (banjo - like instrument) 
player. 

Last night’s play was the story of 
Gappo’s daughter, Tamate, played by 
Baigyoku with the aid of masks. She 
falls in love with her stepson, and 
when discovered is returned to her 
parents, disgraced, her Jap feudal 
tradition. Tamate refuses to repent, 
aggravating the domestic situation. 
Her father (Kichiemon) knows that, 
according to tradition, it is his duty 
to kill her, but allows himself to be 
restrained by her mother. Various 
complications ensue, with gory re- 
sults. 


Lifar Back to Paris Post 
As Collab Ban Is Lifted 


Paris, Aug. 3. 

Serge Lifar, stormy petrel of the 
French dance world, has been re- 
engaged as choreographer of the 
Paris Opera. Banned from Paris 
appearances since the war because 
of Nazi collaboration charges, Lifar 
has had his ban lifted and will re- 
turn to his old stamping grounds 
when the season opens in Novem- 
\ber. He was chief dance director at 
the Opera before the war. 

Lifar has been leading ballet mas- 
ter with the Grand Ballet de Monte 
Carlo, headed by Marquis George de 
Cuevas, since its reorganization last 
spring. He'll likely stay with the 








is expected to run beyond Christ- 
mas into the new year. Show will 
then go on tour to other principal 
Australian cities, and to New Zea- 
land, 
Show, 


favorable press, continues to get 


news pats in rayes not heard here | 


in years. Webb Tilton, American, 


which received a 100% | 


troupe during its current Vichy and 
Monaco season until time to return 
'to the Paris post. 


‘Ann Todd to Remain In 





| England for Neame Pic 
London, Aug. 12. 
Ann Todd, J. Arthur Rank Star, 


in the male lead, is a great draw,/ will not return to Hollywood this 
as is Evie Hayes, playing opposite. | fall for another picture as Originally 


Carl 


Randall, U. S. director who | planned. 


Instead, she'll remain in 


Staged the production, is also re- |England to appear in Ronald Neame’s 


ceiving plaudits for the role of the 


‘production of H. G. Wells’ “The Pas- 


advance man which he’s also play- | sionate Friends.” 


ing. 


Frank Tait, head of J&W Tait, the | 


concert 


management division of 


Miss Todd, currently in England 
starring with Ray Milland in Hal 
Wallis’ “So Evil My Love,” recently 


Williamson. leaves shortly for Amer- | completed “The Paradine Case” for 


fea. He's due in N. ¥. in October | David ©. Selznick in 


where 
Months 


hell spend a 


mrt to corral a followup for “Annie” 
en it leaves Melbourne. 


lew Seeing shows and _ hearing | fort. ise ey ke plans and build 
ert artists. One of his tasks will | to be filmed, goes into production in |make Plans — Cc ' 
dh Sofia lle t Cineguild |work which is skedded to start in| Cuba and Trinidad which will be 


| September. 


Hollywood, 


her first U. S. ef- 


couple of} which represented her fix 
fourth Wells novel | 


“Friends,” 


January under Rank’s 


banner. 


Bad Neighbor Policy? 


Tokyo, Aug. 5. 

Diplomatic circles here would 
just as soon have the Armed 
Forces Radio Network forget to 
pipe so many quiz shows to oc- 
cupation troops in Japan. 

Last week, at a press confer- 
ence, Lt. Gen. H. C. H. Robert- 
son, Commander-in-Chief of the 
British Commonwealth Occupa- 
tion Force, a staunch Aussie, 
Said he liked Americans “im- 
mensely,” but he was “very un- 
happy at present because he 
last night heard $1,000 go beg- 
ging at a New York radio quiz 
show because nobody could name 


the capital of New Zealand.” 








Viewnta Show a: 





Vienna, July 31. 
With the return of composer Rob- 


and the film industry 
given a lift. His 


have been 
latest operetta, 


Donau”). preems Sept. 13 at the 
Stadt-theatre. Stolz will direct him- 
self. Book is by Robert Gilbert, 
based on Nestroy's old play, “Lum- 


been inked for the 
operetta, “Springtime in the Prater,” 
with book by Ernst Marischka. is 
slated to bow at the Raimund thea- 
tre early in 1948. 

Brace of pictures with music by 
Stolz is now in production. “Rendez- 
vous in Salzkammergut” rolled to- 
day (31) in St. Gilgen with Hertah 
Mayen and Hans Holt starring. Albo 
von Pinelli scripted the yarn deal- 
ing with a famed Austrian summer 
resort. Other film is “Tizia,” with 
Hungarian star Franciska Gaal as 
the femme lead. Collectic Film is 
producing at the Rosenhuegel studio. 

Little known is the fatt that Stolz 
suffered the loss of valuable manu- 
scripts as well as historically im- 
portant letters when his prized pa- 
pers were looted during the war. 
All his scripts plus a collection of 
Johann Strauss, Suppe. Milloecker, 
Brahms and the writings of his 
father, Jakob Stolz, were stored with 
a coal dealer in Floridsdorf in some 


found nothing “of value.” 


U.S. Films Showing in All 





Representing a new record high 
on playdates in a single city outside 
of the U. S., American pictures were 
playing in all 11 of Budapest's first- 
runs the week ending July 26, ac- 
cording to reports received in N. Y. 
from the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. there. Pictures released via 
MPEA were paying in 10 theatres 
while the llth house was running 
a film of an independent U. S. dis- 
tributor, 

Although MPEA films have played 
in six to eight of Budapest's first- 
|run spots previously, this is the first 
time that American pictures were 
| spotted in every one of the firstrun 
locations. Because of MPEA policy 
of releasing day-date in Budapest. 
the association had only six differ- 
ent subjects, “Jane Eyre,” “Lucky 
Partners,” “Gilda,” “The Lodger,” 
“Sky’s the Limit” and “Fallen Spar- 
row,” to split up among the 10 
houses. 








Mex. Directors’ New Org 


Mexico City, Aug. 5. 
Production of five top pictures by 
| Dee. 31 is the objective of Dirmex. 
a pic production company organized 
| here by some of Mexico's ace direc- 
‘tors, headed by Emilio Fernandez, 
land including Adolfo Fernandez 
Bustamante. Emilio Gomez Muriel, 
Juan Bustillo Oro, Rafael Portas and 
Alfonso Patino Gomez. 

Film trade’s own bank. the Banco 
|Cinematografico, is financing the 
lventure. Gabriel Figueroa and Raul 
Martinez Solares are the cameramen. 


FIRST MEX BLADE ARENA 
Mexico City, Aug. 5. 
Mexico's first permanent ice-skat- 
ing arena, for shows and blade fans, 
is being readied in Sports City here 
by Cantinflas (Mario Moreno), Mex- 
ico’s top pix comic; Alfonso Sanchez 
|Tello, veteran pic 
| Senator Carlos Serrano. 
'seat 10,000. 
An architect 











has been hired to 


Lift Via Stolz: 


ert Stolz from the U. S., both legit | 


“Three of the Danube” ("Drei von der | 


pacivagabundas.” Heinz Konrads has | 
lead. Another | 


40 bags. A thief cut open the sacks | 
and destroyed the contents when he | 


Of Budapest’s Firstruns 


producer, and | 
Arena will! 


the bowl, 


By RAY JOSEPHS 
Caracas, Aug. 7. 
Though currently flush with coin 
j}and showing little sign of diving, 
| Venezuela's postwar show biz ad- 


Pix in general are likely to hold 
their own or get even better in the 
opinion of industry toppers. But 
Hollywood product is fighting a los- 





ing battle to Mexican-mades, the 
British are moving in with their 
OW agencies and Frenc! films, 
1 dutdh ‘always were tops with the 
folding money crowd here. are also 
now cutting into the share which 
;} once went more than 90 percent to 
U. S. imports. 

By and large the Venezuelan isn’t as 


entertainment-minded as most other 
} Latins Dictatorship for 27 years of 
| Juan Vicente Gomez—who outdid 
anything Der Fuehrer ever dreamed 
up. until hiS death in 1935—and the 
two militarist regimes 
lowed, have left a restraining mark 
only partially erased since the rev- 
| olutionary regime now headed by 
}ex-newsman Romulo Betancourt 
| took over in October, 1945 

Result is that while percentage 
wise this capital is tremendously un- 
der-seated, legit e en less apparent 
and radio only fair, there’s none of 
the pent-up entertainment demand 
visible elsewhere. In fact, in a cap- 


| ital of close to 500,000 there's only | 


one nitery, the Roof Garden. Socie- 
dad, and that’s strictly a once-weekly 
spot. 

Entire country of close te 4,000,000 
has only 250 pix houses, 50 of them 
here in this mountain-ringed 
ital. But building is going on ev- 
erywhere. And iiterest is picking up 
slowly but steadily now that the 
boom resulting from terrific war- 
time sales of oil is also leveling off. 

Possibly the most ambitious show 
biz project is a 2,000-seat house, first 
to be designed by a U. S. architect 
here, now being erected in the El 
| Silencio housing project by the Valli- 
| nilla brothers, operators of the first- 

run Boyaca and Ayacucho. Theatre, 

which will cost more than 1.000.000 
| bolivars (the “B” is ncw exchanged 
| at three for the Yanqui dollar), will 
not only have several thousand fam- 
ilies of Latin America’s largest hous- 
ing development to draw from but 
a large urban trade which has 





centrated midtown shopping area. 

District, incidentally, was long the 
continent’s noisiest, rowdiest red- 
light district, hence the name, which 
translates “The Silent Place.” 

Trend to Suburbs 

Elsewhere, however, building trend 
| is all toward the suburbs, especially 
those in the east to where the town’s 
center is gradually moving. Lido, a 
typical example, is a class house in 
El Rosal. Not only charges down- 
| town price of 90c. and $1.20 (U. S.), 





spots like the Continental Rialto and 
Hollywood, top in town release spots. 


wood-made pix to the Mexican and 
Argentine product since they have 
the greatest percentage of the Nor- 
teamericanos working for Creole, 
Royal Shell, Mene Grande and the 
other top oil companies, and the 
wealthier Venezuelanos who savvy 
English. Butgin the poorer nabes 
and away from the capital, Mexican 
films are, picture for picture, far 
outgrossing the Yanqui_ product. 
Partly it’s the language question. 
But dubbed pix, as Metro particu- 
larly learned, didn’t help very much. 
Draw of the Latin-mades is that 
they have the kind of story, music, 
stars and general setup of greatest 
appeal. When 
wood’s turno'i Venezuelans prefer 
the Technicolor action pix first, the 
big musicals second and the dra- 
|matic stories last. The purely 
| Americano theme efforts such as 
i “Incendiary Blonde,” “Claudia and 
David” and “Magnificent Doll” crash 
with a thud. British films which 
have been going strong all over 
| Latin America have found the same 
| kind of resistance a the American- 
| made ones get here. If they have 
what localities -want they go well. 
But if not. the novelty of new stars, 
direction, etc., isn’t enough to over- 
come the gap. 
British Moving In 
British. incidentally, 
cently had R. H. Harrison, special 
representative of Sir Alexander 
Korda’s London Films, junketing 
through to establish top-flight direct 





' 
| agencies. As in 


| Chile, Peru and Colombia, which he 
visited before coming here, and in 


caught before returning to London, 


vances have more or less leveled off. | 


whick fol- | 


cap- | 


already made Silencio the best con- | 


but gets an even better crowd than} 


Smarter suburbs prefer the Holly- 


it comes to Holly- | 


have re- 


Argentina, Brazil, | 


H'wood Losing Fight in Venezuela 
To Mex Pix; Radio Setup's Upbeat 


; Harrison has been introduced to the 
' local press by the British Embassy, 
nu less. He’s also been given what 
Venezuelans regard as semi-official 
blessing from His Majesty's diplo- 
matic boys. 

Only such remote tie with Amer- 
ican product is the fact that MGM’s 


l6m department which now gets 
10% of its local gross for manager 
Jack Tilden has taken over some of 
; the spots which Velson Rockefeller’s 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs formerly serviced Metro is 
doing the job as a strictly commer- 
cial business now, however. Serves 
40 theatres and 41 non-comn.ercial, 
including the Army, Navy, schools 
oil companies and big estates. RKO 


and WB are also moving into this 
field. Fact that the Ministry of Edu- 
cation recently bought 10 mobile 
units and the Army 45 barracks pro- 
jectors is a sure sign 16m is certain 
to jump. 

Another major trend is the tenden- 
cy of major chains here to acquire 
more theatres. Cines Unidos, which 

is Muro, Carcel and Ulevi, a trio of 
| wealthy Caraquenos who have 18 

nabe houses and three firstruns, is 
the first to also retain U. s. trained 
management. Stanley Day, a British- 
,;er, formerly with Fox, now runs 
|the chain. Circuto Venezolano de 
| Cines, a booking combine of 22 first- 
run and nabe houses, is owned by its 
members and managed by Juan 
Sapene. Neither group has moved 
| far outside Caracas or linked itself 
with any of the local producing 
| companies. 

Of all the latter who have tried pix- 
| making locally, only two are still op- 
| erating. Yet coin for financing new 
| pix ideas still appears plentiful. 
| Bolivar Films, which has made four 
features in the same numtfer of 
| years, keeps a regular staff going on 
'a weekly newsreel ard a flock of 
documentaries while planning bigger 
|things. Atlas Films, which in two 
| years has released one epic, is now 
|; werking on a new one, “Twelve 
| Dangerous Winds.” Mexican direc- 
} tors and actors have been brought 
here for some of the efforts. But pix 
haven't even been overly sucess ‘ul 
with localites, let alone neighboring 
| countries of Colombia and Ecuador 
where tastes and interests are sim- 
ilar. 


More Radio Coin 

| Radio setup shows certain new 
postwar currents, particularly ex- 
penditure of more coin for air time 
and production. Of 28 stations in 
the country, eight are located here. 
Three more or less dominate the 
field. Radio Caracas, owned by Wil- 
liam Phelps, Jr., son of a millionaire 
American who recently adopted 
Venezuelan citizenship, is the NBC 
| affiliate. It also works closely with 
| RCA-Victor which the elder Phelps 
| distributes. Outfit, directed by 
Ricardo Espina, prides itself on the 
fact that of all Caracas stations, it’s 
the only one which nightly from 7 
| to 10 p.m. has all live shows. 


Radio Continental, owned by Os- 
car Vicenteli and Caleb White, a 
North Carolinian who owns the 
Lucky Strike distribution franchise, 
currently uses less live talent but 
spins its disks with sonrewhat more 
showmanship. Radio Difusora Ven- 
ezolana, property of Herman Deg- 
witz, a localite of German extraction, 
rates best on technical broadcast 
| quality. All three, plus many of the 
smaller stations, have large orders 
out for new U. S. equipment, some 
of which has already arrived. 


Stations expect to pick up consid- 
| erably because of lifting last month 
of prior official 0.0. of all news, 
comment and scripts. Unlike many 
other Latin countries, local govern- 
; ment, which rates itself as liberal 
and by some as leftwing, does not 
require outlets to carry constant bar- 
rage of official aircasts. Has used 
its own Radio Difusora Nacional to 
carry the daily sessions of the Con- 
stitutional Assembly drawing up the 
|; new constitution. 


| (Second 








in a series on postwar 


| Show biz trends in Latin America). 


| 
| Rank Gets Novello 


London, Aug. 12. 

Ivor Novello, British legit actor, 
author and producer, has joined 
|J. Arthur Rank’s Two Cities unit, 
| where he’s slated to produce one of 
his plays soon. 
| Novello’s “Perchance to Dream” 
has been running in London for the 
‘last three years. Announcement of 
|his first film production will be made 
' shortly. 
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oxhibilor will get WHEN WE PLAYS... 
KISS OF DEATH THE SNAKE PIT 
VICTOR MATURE OLIVIA DeHAVILLAND 
BRIAN DONLEVY * COLEEN GRAY MARK STEVENS 
MOTHER WORE TIGHTS 
13 One AM 
Ct eee nee EY LINDA DARNELL * CORNEL WILDE 


THE FOXES OF HARROW ee ee ee 


REX HARRISON » —- O'HARA GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT 
NIGHTMARE ALLEY GREGORY PECK* DOROTHY McGUIRE 


TYRONE POWER* JOAN BLONDELL JOHN GARFIELD 


COLEEN GRAY + HELEN WALKER 
| CAPTAIN FROM CASTILE 





DAISY KENYON TECHNICOLOR 
JOAN CRAWFORD TYRONE POWER 
DANA ANDREWS + HENRY FONDA JEAN PETERS * CESAR ROMERO 
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FILM REVIEWS 


15. 





Body and Soul 


United Artists release of Enterprise pro- 
duction (Bob Roberts, associate producer). 
siars John Garfield and Lilli Palmer; fea- 
juraa Anne Revere, Hazel Brooks. William 
Conrad, Joseph Pevney and Canada Lee. 
Directed by Robert Rassen. Screenplay, 
Abraham Polansky; editor, Francis Lyon; 
James Wong Howe; assistant di- 
sector, Robert Akdrich, music director, 
Rudolph Polk, Préviewed In No °¥:, ug. 7, 
47, Running timé, 104 MENS, |» 


camera, 
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A topical yarn obviously designed 
to take advantage of the recent New 
York inquiry into sports “fixing. 
with an emphasis on some of the 
crookedness manifest in professional 


boxing; “Body and Soul” has a/| tops them in realism, suspense and 


somewhat familiar title and a like- 


wise familiar narrative. It’s the tell- | convict 


ing, hawever, that’s different, and | 


dictates of a crooked gambler. Gar- | 


field's name, coupled to a potential | real-jife slant on direction brings 
a. widely-| the 


exploitation hinging on a 
ballyhooed N.Y. State Boxing Com- 
mission probe of bribery last winter, 


gives “Body” .a strong boxoffice 
chance, 
The story concerns a youngster 


with a punching flair who emerges 
from the amateurs to ride along the 
knockout trail to the middleweight 
championship. But to get himself a 
crack at the title he has to sell 50% 
of himself to a bigtime gambler with 
a penchant for making and breaking 
champs at will. At the finale, how- | 
ever, the: champ, who’s supposed to 
lose his title in a “fix,” about-faces 
and kayoes the contender late in the 
fight when he realizes he himself has 
been doublecrossed by the gambler, 
all this after betting on himself to| 
lose, too, | 

There are a flock of loopholes in| 
this story, but interest seldom lags. | 





Some of the “inside boxing” is au-| Charles Lederer script is the deci- 
thentic, but the “inside gambling” is| sion of Mature to turn stoolie when 


another story in itself, which this pic | 
doesn’t tell. Garfield is convincing | 
in the lead pgrt, and the boxing | 
scenes look the McCoy. 

There is also considerable authen- 
ticity given to the pic by the appear- 
ance of Canada Lee, as the middle- 
weight champ belted out for the 
crown by Garfield in what is pur- 
ported to be a denouement of 
one method of crooked gambling op- 
erations; namely a fading _champ 
supposed to be “carried” but, instead, 
is given the old double-x and punched 
‘into unconsciousness, incurring a 
head injury that ultimately results in 
his death. (Lee, now a name legit 
actor, will be recalled as a pretty 
fair middleweight title contender a 
dozen years back). 

The pic has captured much of the 
background of what makes a pro 
fighter. This might have been the 
real-life story of any one of a flock 
of New York eastside or Brooklyn 
street fighters who hammered their 
way to, or close to, the top in the 
couple of decades. Poolhall and 
_beer stube environments are effec- 
tively captured to indicate the sor- 
didness that backgrounds the early 
careers of most boxers, who turn to 
the ring because of a proficiency 
with their fists on the streetcorner. 


”"!92nd Street,” 


not wWilkoeh the fil acon | gangster guns, to save his wife and 
that’s what will se e film. 11} two small 
Garfield is the pic’s only name to| women, 
mean anything at the boxoffice, | the handkerchiefs is legitimate out- 
playing a champ governed by the | growth from the grim cops-and-rob- 


| the year as the dimwit, blood-lusty 





This is the environment of Charlie 


Davis (Garfield), son of poor par- | 


ents who operate a candy store in a 


poor neighborhood. When his father | 


is killed accidentally in a gangland 
war, and his mother is forced to seek 
charity, Davis embarks on his fisti- 
cuff career. The trail to the crown 
is shown dotted with the usual on- 
the-make dame with an eye to shar- 
ing the spotlight with him; the 
sweetheart whom he never gets 
around to marrying; the easy-come- 
easy-go dough, and all the rest of it. 
It adds up to familiar but interesting 
telling. 
Lilli Palmer is miscast as Gar- 
* field’s sweetheart and inspiration, es- 
merged with a Continental accent 
hat even the dialog can’t properly 


| 





. Clarify, She just doesn’t look like a 
fighter’s sweetie. Lee has a lesser 
d aly but he handles it exceptionally 
ell, 


William Conrad, as Garfield’s mana- 


Anne Revere, as the mother; | 


ger; Joseph” Pevney, the fighter’s | 
close friend and booster, and Lloyd | 


Goff. the gambler, 
sturdy supporting performances. 


all contribute | 


| 


The direction by, Robert Rossen is | 


Po‘nted for sharp pace, and the other 
Productional centietiiah merits are con- 
sistent with the direction. Kahn. 





PCCITO Sets Aug. 19 Meet 
Los Angeles. 


de cific Coast Conference of In-| 


ite nent Theatre Owners will hold 
r next trustee meeting in Salt 
ake City, Aug. 19-21, after which 
§ general huddle will be held with 
ntermountain Theatre Owners of 
tah, Montana and Southern Idaho. 
Trustees will discuss the ASCAP 
Program, cooperative buying, the 


80vernment a . , 
Problement anti-trust suit and other 


| 
| 
| 


| visible stork, which pops in and out 





Kiss of Death 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


20th-Fox release of Fred Kohlmar 

duction, Stars Victor Mature, Brian Don- 
levy, Coleen Gray. Directed by Henry 
Hathaway. Screenplay, Ben Hecht and 
Charles Lederer; story, Eleazar Lipsky; 
camera, Norbert Brodine; editor, J. Wat- 
son Webb, Jr.: music, David Buttoleh. 
Tradeshown, Hollywood, Aug. 11, '47. Run- 
ning time, 98 MINS, 


pro- 

















is given the same semi-documentary 


treatment tnat 20th-Fox used in 


its | 
] 
three fact dramas, 


“The House on} 
“13 Rue Madeleine” 
and “Boomerang.” 


Though those were good this one 


dramatic interest. Theme of an ex- 
i who sacrifices himself to 
will get the 
Pathos that will bring out 


daughters, 


ers yarn, and Henry Hathaway’s 


picture close to authentic 
tragedy. 

Victor Mature, as the ex-convict, 
does some of his best work to date. 
Brian Donlevy and Coleen Gray also 
justi’y their star billing, Donlevy as 
the assistant district attorney who 
sends Mature to Sing Sing for a 
jewelry store robbery, and _ later 
makes use of him as a stool pigeon, 
Miss Gray as the girl Mature marries 
after being paroled. Taylor Holmes 
earns a big hand as a shyster lawyer 
hooked up with a gang of crooks. 
Balance of cast is uniformly | ex- 
cellent. 


The acting sensation of the piece 
is Richard Widmark, who is just 
about the most shuddery menace of 
killer. 

Plot hook of the Ben Hecht- 





he learns that his wife has been 
driven to suicide by his pals, who 
had promised to care for her while | 
he was in prison, and that his ‘two 
children have been put in an or- 
phanage. He fingers Widmark for 
a murder rap in return for parole, 
marries Miss Gray and starts a new 
home for his children, only to live 
in terror when Widmark is acquitted 
and set at liberty. Knowing that 
Widmark intends to take it out on 
Miss Gray and the children, he de- 
liberately sets himself up as a target 
for the killer’s bullets in order to 
deliver him to the police. 
Producer Fred Kohlmar filmed the 
picture on actual settings in New 
York and has gotten top production 
values out of cast, crew and mate- 
rials. Hathaway’s direction gets ut- 
most effect from players and script, 
and paces the action smartly. Nor- 
bert Brodine’s photograph is of 
cameo sharpness and skillfully em- 
ployed to heighten drama. ‘Fisk. 


Stork Bites Man 


Tnited Artists release of Comet (Buddy 
Rogers, Ralph Cohn) production. Stars 
Jackie Cooper; features Gene Roberts, Gus 
Schilling, Emory’ Parnell. Directed by 


Cyril Endfield. Screenplay, Endfield; 
adaptation, Fred Freiburger: original story, 
Louis Poilock: camera, Yincent Farrar: 
editor, Lynn Harrison. Previewed in New 
York, Aug. 11, ‘47. Running time, 63 
MINS. 
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“Stork Bites Man”. is lightweight 
comedy that'll serve for the dualers. 
Comic angles are based on topical 
problem of the housing shortage, 
which film occasionally turns into 
passable laugh material. But script- 
ing is generally trite and frequently 
silly, with little compensation being 
offered by other production aspects. 
Direction, settings, camera-work and 
thesping are of typical modest-bud- 
get variety. 


Miniature Revi 
re Reviews 

“Body and Soul” (UA-Enter- 
prise). John Garfield - Lilli 
Palmer starred in b.o. winner 
about boxing and the rackets. 

“Kiss of Death,” (20th). Hard. 
boiled action yarn, in semi-docu- 
mentary style, a boxoffice natu- 
ral. 

“Stork Bites Man” 
Lightweight comedy 
ers. 

“Louisiana” (Songs) (Mono). 
Story of Jimmie Davis's rise 
from sharecropper to governor 


(Comet) 
for dual- 


of Louisiana has strong rural 
appeal. 

“Adventure Island” (Color) 
(Par.) Sturdy Sypporting prod- 


uct with enough: weight to head 
the bill in some situations. 

“Holiday Camp” (Gen.) (Brit- 
ish). Interesting drama _ of 
Grand-Hotel doings at an adult 
summer camp. 

“The Burning Cross” (SGP). 
Amateurish tale of Ku Klux 
Klan; okay for duallers if given 
right exploitation. 

“Vienna Melodies” « (Indie). 
A.strian-made musical shapes as 
a cinch for U. S. arty spots and 
possibly other playdates. 

“Todo Un Caballero” 
Inch a Gentleman) (Mexican- 
Made). Fair melodrama, aided 
by good thesping. 

“Admirel Nakhimov” 
Russian-made war meller has 
too much Soviet bally; mild 
even for American arty theatres. 

“Singing House” (Indie) 
Vienna-made pic brings no 
prestige to Danubian films; 
minor U. S. entry. 

“In Those Days” (Indie). 
German-made pic turned out in 
British-occupied zone has slim 
chance of biz in America. 

“Albeniz” (Indie). Argentine- 
made music-biography of com- 
poser Isaac Albeniz looks stout 
for U. S. arty theatres, 

“The Great Dawn” (Italian) 
(Superfilm). Well-made, featur- 
ing longhair music and conven- 
tional plot; moderate b.o. at art 
houses: 

“Shoe-Shine” (Lopert) Need- 
lessly grim tone limits b.o. po- 
tential of this Italian entry. 


(Every 


(Indie.) 











Yarn revolves around antics of an | 
apartment house manager saddled | 
with a baby-hating boss and a wife, 
who's in a family way. After failing | 
to keep fact of his upcoming patern- | 
ity from his boss, and getting fired | 
and evicted as a result, manager or- 
ganizes a strike among the apart- 
ment house workers to force a 
change in policy. Manager, mean- 
while, is being counselled by an in- 


of the soundtrack at frequent inter- 
vals. Eventually, under combined 
pressure of the strike and irresistible 
charm of the infant, boss reverses his 
anti-baby stand and gives the man- 
ager back his job and apartment. 
Jackie Cooper registers pleasantly 
as the manager. Chief laugh lift is 





lied by Gus Schilling, as a baby- 
po «a ot + Mtoe with Emory Parnell | 
also handing in good performance as | 
the sour-faced boss. 
gives fair support. 


Rest of cast} 
Herm. 


Louisiana 

(SONGS) 

Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 
production, Stars Jimmie Davis, Mar- 
guret Lindsay; features John Gallaudet, 
Freddie Stewart, Dottye Brown, Mollie 
Miller, Eddy Waller, Mary Field, the Sun- 


shine Serenaders. 
son, Screenplay, Jack De Witt; added 
dialog, Vick Knight, Scott Darling; based 
on an original story by Steve Healey; cam- 
era, William Sickner: songs, Jimmie Davis, 
Charlie Mitchell, Floyd Tillman, Ekko 
Whelan, Lee Blastic, Vaughn Horton, Lloyd 
Ellis; editor, Ace Herman. Previewed Aug. 
o, “47. Running time, 82 MINS, 


Directed by Phil Karl- 


Semele Devise. «5 ois sec cbs voces Jimmie Davis 
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The Sunshine Serenaders—Chiurlie Mitchell, 
Jimmy Thomason, Liovd Ellis, Logan Con- 
ger, Gib Thompson, Slim Harbert, 





The story of Jimmie Davis’ Horatio 
Alger climb from poor farmes to the 
governor’s mansion in Louisiana has 
been given documentary treatment 
by Monogram. Film is loaded with 
Davis’ best songs, all delivered in 
his particular style of singing show- 
manship. Picture’s prospects should 
be good in the rucek sections, where 
the Davis songs are big sellers. Tick- 
et-buying reaction elsewhere is like- 
ly to be spotty. 

From production standpoint, pic- 
ture stacks up as Lindsley Parsons’ 
best job, although he could have 
slanted the treatment of Davis’ life 
along less idolatrous line. Nobility be- 
comes a bit sticky at times and de- 


as a fighting police commissioner, 
then state commissioner and finally 
governor of Louisiana. Davis’ vote- 
getting ability via song has long been 
a proven fact. 


wife, doing a solid job. John Gal- 
laudet, portraying Davis’ real-life 
friend, Charlie Mitchell, is another 
strong point in the cast. Eddy Waller 
and Mary Field, as Davis’ parents, 
are exceptionally good, and there are 
a number of smaller spots that are 
eapably enacted. Ralph Freeto does 
Davis aS a boy. The Sunshine Sere- 
naders, including the real Charlie 
Mitchell, lend good musical backing 
to Davis’ vocals. 

Story development follows docu- 
mentary style, with offstage narra- 
tion to make plot points, and Phil 
Karlson’s direction gets the most of 
the script by Jack De Witt. Steve 
Healey did the original story and 
added talog was contributed by 
Vick Khight and Scott Darling. Cam- 
| era work by William Sickneér is good, 
|} and authentic backgrounds filmed in 
| Louisiana, add production values 
| Editing is okay. Brog. 





Adventure Island 


(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aub. 8. 
Paramount release of William Pine-\Wil- 


| liam 
houn, 


Thomas production. 
Rhonda Fleming, 


Stars Rory Cal 
Paul Kelly: fea- 
Napier. Directed 


Abbott 


aG.. MON Se iceciaveteeweln Alan Napier 





_Pine and Thomas have delivered 
tinted version of the Robert Louis 
Stevenson story, “Ebb Tide,” 
has a good payoff in sight. Under 
title of “Adventure Island,” film of- 
fers nifty pulp fiction romancing for 
adventure-lovers. It packs enough 
weight to head the bill in situations 
outside the deluxe spots. Color is a 
selling aid, too. 

South Seas setting neatly back- 
grounds tale of three men on a beach 
and how destiny changes their situ- 
ation. Maxwell Shane's script takes 
advantage of plot’s color, and direc- 
tion by Peter Stewart moves the 
story along. There are a number of | 
sea scenes that fill the eye with beau- | 
ty, particularly those of a. large 
schooner under full sail. Jack Green- 
halgh’s lensing is a major contribu- 
tion to production values achieved by 
William Pine and William Thomas. 

Rory Calhoun, Paul Kelly 
John Abbott are the beachcombers. 
Their chance comes when Kelly, a 
discredited sea captain, is offered a 
job sailing a schooner to Australia. 
Enroute, trio plans to steal 
cargo of champagne, discover it's | 
really water and that the former | 
captain’s daughter is aboard. Next | 
adventure comes when ship drops | 
ancher off island to gather supplies, | 
Principals, including Rhonda Flem- | 
ing, become the unwilling guests of | 
Alan Napier, mad Englishman, who 
has the natives thinking he is God. 
Windup has Napier falling into his 
own snakepit after killing Kelly and 
Abbott. Calhoun gets the heroine and 
sails off into the sunset. It’s strictly 
pulp fiction but it’s played straight 
for best results. 

_ Cast performs well and Miss Flem- 
ing is eye-appealing in some scant 
costumes. Kelly’s work is crisp, Ab- 
bott supplies some chuckles as a 
cockney ahd Calhoun makes an ac- 
ceptable romantic hero. Editing has 
held film to proper amount of foot- | 
age, and other production credits | 
meas ire up. Brog. 








Holiday Camp 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Aug, 5. 


General Film Distributors’ release’ of J. 
Arthur Rank presentation of Gainsborough- | 
Sydney Box production, Features Flora 
Robson, Dennis Price, Jack Warner, Hazel 
Court. Directed by Ken Annakin. Screen- 
play by Muriel and Sydney Box, Peter 
Rogers from story by Godfrey Winn: cam- 








creases interest. Story of the Dayis 
career stresses the man’s simplicity 
and honesty in rising to governor, 
and the service he has rendered his | 
state. Davis’ performance is hard 
to evaluate from acting standpoint | 
since he is playing himself, but there 
is a self-consciousness about the por- 
trayal that has appeal. He bows to 


putting over his hillbilly type of 
song. There are eight of his numbers, 
including “You Are My Sunshine,” 
“Nobody’s Darling But Mine,” “Tt | 
Makes No Difference Now,” “There’s 
a New Moon Over My Shoulder.” 
“Let's Be Sweethearts Again” and 
“You Won't Be Satisfied That Way.” 
In addition, score has Mollie Miller 
playing the accordion and singing 
“Basin Street” and “Old Man Mose” 
as specialties for bright moments. 
Story starts with Davis’ life on the | 
farm of his sharecropper father, | 
points up his desire tor education, | 
carries him through college, his days 
as a professor in a femme school of 
higher learning and into politics, first | 





| grades of society who spend their 


era, Jack Cox. At Studio One, London, 
Aug. 5, ‘47. Running time, 97 MINS. 
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This is a well-knit, true-to-life de- | 
piction of the varied characters and 





vacation at huge organized camps, 
whose stories are interwoven to a| 
colorful and entertaining pattern. | 


, | Drama and pathos are present, but 
{no one, though, when it comes to| 


never over-dramatized, and_ film 
should have popular appeal to the | 
masses. For the U. S., perhaps less | 
might have been left to the imagina- | 
tion, and the abrupt ending visually 
clarified. 

Among the new arrivals seeking 
relaxation are a bus driver, his wife, 
son, and young widowed daughter 
with infant; a young, jilted sailor; a - 
hunted murderer; a homely, boy- | 
seeking maidservant; a couple of 
idlers; a pair of lovers unable to| 
marry, fleeing from convention; a 
cultured, lonely spinster, and thou-! 
sands of the annual holiday-makers 


Margaret Lindsay pleases as Davis’ | 


tures John Abbott, Alan 

by Peter Stewart. Screenplay, Maxwell 

Shane; based on “Ebb Tide,”’ by Robert 

Louis Stevenson and Lleyd Osbourne m- 

era, (Cinecolor), Jack Greenhalgh; musi 

score, Darrell Calker; editor, Howard 
Smith. Tradeshown Aug. 8, '47. Running 

time, 66 MINS, 

te oo, EA ee ee Rory Cathoun | 
Faith Wishageo.3.23.)6. 00% Rhonda Fleming 
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that | 


| value’ alone, which 


and | 


. Strenge’s camera work is onAY. 


story 


“Melody” 


| provided for communai recreation, 


the problems and histories unfold: 
the maniac posing as an ex-RAF 
pilot (reminiscent of recent London 
murder case), who.exudes charm 
and claims another victim before 
the law catches up with him; the 
busman who cleans out the crooks 
who have robbed his son at cards; 
the embittered sailor who finds con- 
solation with the war widow; and 
the youthful pianist who must sac- 
ritice his music to face up to family 
responsibilities with the young girl 
he has wronged. 

All characters are splendidly con- 
trasted, with the people looking real 
and down to earth and not glgmor- 
ized, photogenic specimens. Flora 
Robson displays with gracious dig- 
nity the tragedy of a wasted youth 
as the lonely woman who discovers 
in the blinded camp announcer her 


lost love of World War I. 
Pic is realistically directed, with 
asset of natural background and 


camp surroundings. Artistically and 
technically it is a commendable piece 
of work, Clem 





The Burning (ross 


Guild 


= een 


release Walter Colmes 
production; directed by Colmes, Stars Hank 
Deir Is, Virginia Patton; features Raymond 
Bond, betty Rouadman, Dick Rich. Original 
screenplay, Aubrey Wisberg; camera, Wale 
ter Strenge editor, Jason Bernie. Tradee 
| shown, N. Y., Aug. 7, ‘47. Running time, 
77 MANS, 
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Screen Guild must be given an A 
for effort in filming this tale of the 
Ku Klux Klan but that’s about all, 
Film has all the earmarks of a low- 
budgeted, amateurish production, in- 
cluding.a static script and inept act- 
ing and direction. As a result, it will 
have to be sold on its exploitation 
makes it okay 
for the dualers. It hasn’t got what 
it takes, though, for any top first- 
run situations. 

With several of the majors flirting 
with the idea of doing a picture on 
the Klan and then’ forgetting about 
it, Screen Guild followed through to 
take advantage of a topical situation. 
And that’s about all “Burning Cross” 
has to offer. Story shows what hap- 
pens to a demoralized ex-GI who 


| follows the Klan leaders’ spiel of 


“kicking out the foreigners and mak- 
ing America a place for Americans.” 


“4. | With the recent Klan outbreaks in 
ship’s | 


the south still fresh in the minds of 
the public, the film should do okay 
in B spots with the right kind of 
buildup. : 

Original screenplay by Auhpey 
Wisberg tries hard to get its point 
across to the public. Film’s denoue- 
ment can be guessed from events in 
the first reel, leaving no room for 
suspense. Some of the more perti- 
nent points, morever, are lost in an 
overdose of flagwaving. And the 
Klansmen’s_ initiation, though it 
might be authentic, resembles noth- 
ing so much as a highschool frater- 
nity soiree. 

Cast is lost in a maze of apparent 
inexperience, plus poor direction by 
Walter Colmes. GI, as played by 
Hank Daniels, never rings quite true, 
with Daniels muffing his big dra- 
matic scenes by over-emoting, Vir- 
ginia Patton falters, too. as his vis-a- 
vis. Raymend Bond and Betty Road- 
man also tend to overact as the GI’s 
parents. Only one creating any 
semblance of reality is Dick Rich as 
the Klansman who does all the dirty 
organizing work. 

Entire production lined up by 
Colmes, who doubled as producer, 
with low budget showing up particu- 
larly in the wrong places, Street 
scenes are too obvious facades on a 
studio lot and the score is stand- 
ard cops-and-robbers stuff. Walter 


tal. 


Vienna Melodies 
(Musical) 
(AUSTRIAN-MADE) 
Locarno, July 14. 


Donau Film release of Eduard Hoesch 
production, Stars Elfie Mayerhofer, Jo- 
hannes Heesters: features. Fritz Gehlen, 


Hedwig Bleibtreu, Anton Gaugl, Elizabeih 
Markus, Fritz Imhoff, Rudolf Brix. Di- 
recited by Hubert Marischka and Theo 
Lingen. Screenplay by Kaspar Loeser; came 
era, Karl Hoesch; music by Frank Filip. At 
Locarno Film’ Festival. Running time, 


95 MINS, 





(In German; No English Titles) 

A pleasant, unpretentious musical 
film, this is probably the first genu- 
inely exportable postwar Austrian 
product. “Vienna Melodies” scores 
a personal success for Elfie Mayer- 
hofer. Producer and director both 
ave avoided the mistake of other 
Austrian postwar filmers and stuck 
to limitations of material, talent and 
line indigenous to Vienna’s 
musical charm, With English titles, 
should have a definite 
future in the U. S. It’s a cinch for 
the arty houses and could go a lot 
further. Johann Strauss and Schu- 
bert music, delightfully executed by 
Mayerhofer, add strength to film's 


of all ages who are a feature of these modern numbers. 


large summer resorts. | 
Among all the varied attractions 


Screenplay is nothing strikingly 
(Continued on page 22) 
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Myers 


Warns U.S. Distribs Trying 
To Make Up British 


,% 


Loss on Exhibs 





Washington, Aug. 12. 

U.. S, film producer-distributors 
were warned by Allied States gen- 
eral counsel Abram F. Myers not to 
try to make up their British losses 
on American theatre owners. In a 
statement issued in Washington, 
Monday (11), Myers said that “any 
attempt by the producer-distribu- 
tors to maintain their present high 


profits by saddling their foreign 
losses upon American exhibitors 
will provoke. the utmost resistance. 


Exhibitors will reject all arguments 
advanced by film salesmen for 
higher prices based on the situation 
in England.” 

Myers opposed any U. S. boycott 
of British films. Predicting that the 
British government would soon 
backtrack, declaring that “chances 
for a friendly settlement of the con- 
troversy should not be jeopardized 
by an American boycott.” “Nothing 
is ever gained by imitating your ad- 
versary’s idiocies,” he said. “Advo- 
cates of a boycott by American ex- 
hibitors should. put duncecaps 
and join the Attlee cabinet.” 

Myers declared that “British the- 
atres will be of historical interest 
only” once. they.‘ have exhausted 
their present supplies of U. S. films, 
and that the amusements tax “will 
dwindle to a trickle and perhaps 
disappear.” Moreover, he said, the 
Labor Government hopes for a 
new U. S. loan, and “even a British 
laborite knows that you can’t bor- 


on 
waa 


' 


ad 


Screen Guild’s 6 


Hollywood, Avg. 12. 

Screen Guild expects six films to 
go to production between Sept. 1 and 
Oct. 15, its peak since its organiza- 
tion 18 months ago. 

Four are definitely set and two 
indies with SG. release are at the 
'signing point. 

Sure starters are an untitled coun- 
| terfeiting film, Maurice 
| ducing; two mountie sto 

Maury Nunes and-Carl Hittleman 
gun under Screen Art Pictures tag, 
|}and one of three scripts owned by 
Walter Colmes of Somerset Pictures. 


REP. SPURS PRODUCTIO 
WITH 6 IN 6 WEEKS 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


Republic will put the spurs to 
production in the next six weeks 
with half a dozen pictures, including 
two high budgeters. In the _ top 
bracket are “End of the Rainbow,” 
an Alan Dwan production, and “In 
Old Los Angeles,” with Joe Kane 
producing and William Elliott and 
John Carroll co-starred., 

Others on the program are “Mar- 
shal of Amarillo,” “Slippy McGee,” 











row money from a man whe. prop- 
erty you are confiscating.” 


Motion Picture Export Assn.’s ac- 
tion in voting to ship no more films 
to England was termed “vigorous 
and to the point” by’ the Allied 
counsel, who added, wryly, that 
“the loss of $70,000,000 in annual in- 
“come poses a serious problem to the 
American producers, but based on 
current profits, it will not throw 
them into bankruptcy. 


- 


caused by loss of revenue from 
abroad, exhibs “must take the posi- 
tion that they are partners in a com- 
mon cause and that they cannot walk 
away from the responsibility to help 
in increasing domestic revenues.” 
Scully also declared that exhibs 
must recognize immediately that it’s 
“impossible to realign costs. in- 
stantaneously as top product with 
top personalities and boxoffice prop- 
eries have greatly increased in cost.” 
Entire U-I sales department has al- 
ready been briefed on the chenzes in 














distribution methods expected to be |. 


made by the company in the near 
future. Detailed plans will be 
mapped out at a meeting on the 
Coast this week between top sales 
officials and studio execs, 

Foremost among the general dis- 
tribution changes expected to be 
made is one that will enable a more 
rapid liquidation of product, which. 
according to Scully, “would probably 
mean blanket releases in key cities 
of all U-I films.” It's believed doubt- 
ful that U-I will go after the blitz 
exhibition of day-dating a film in 
several theatres in one city. Instead, 
the company is expected to follow 
the saturation booking method of 
lining up day-and-date bookings for 
top product in single showcase houses 
in as many cities as possible, 

To facilitate this system, it’s ex- 
pected that the U-I sales steff will 
attempt to modify clearances wher- 
ever possible. In line with this, 
Scully declared that today “all ex- 
hibitors ask for too much clearance.” 
Exhibs should fall in line with the 
new U-I sales policies, he declared, 
since they'll be receiving. only top- 
budgeted product from the company. 
U-I has “completed its transforma- 
tion to a program of limited produc- 


tion of high-budget films,” Scully | 


said, adding that this “retooling has 
meant the investment of millions of 
dollars in order to accomplish the 
transformation from a program that 
meant the elimination of 
budget pictures.” 


Mahin-Grant Giaalie r 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

John Lee Mahin and James Ed- 

ward Grant formed a new writer- 

director-producer combination, to be 

handled by Milt Pickman of the Nat 
Geldstene agency, 

After writing for 17 years 





at 


Metro, Mahin recently obtained his | 


release from a contract that had 
four years to run. 


Upped Rentals | 
Continued from page 5 


small- | 


DISNEY’S ALL-OUT MOVE 
VS, BUNIN. RIVALRY 


Purchase by Walt Disney last week 
of all Paramount’s rights to the works 
of Lewis Carroll is believed to rep- 
resent an all-out move by the car- 
toon maestro to give him the,upper 


hand over indie producer Louis 
Bunin, now lensing an “Alice~ in 
Wonderland” story in France with 


puppets. In addition to getting rights 
from Carroll’s estate, Disney also has 
full rights to the Sir John Tenniel 
illustrations of Carroll’s works, 
whereas Bunin has nothing but pub- 
lic ‘domain rights to “Alice” in 
France. 

Deal with Par gives Disney rights 
ta. “Alice,” “Through the Looking 
yiges” and “Hunting of the Snark.” 
| Cartoonist also bought out Par’s 
|rights in the “Alice” legiter, which 
recently closed on Broadway. His 
“Alice” is expected to go into pro- 
duction immediately and_ will 
‘ready for release in 1950, whereas 
|Bunin hopes to have his on the screen 
early’ next year. Disney expects to 
| spend more on “Alice” than on any 
cartoon feature in his career, and 
has assigned every top artist in his 
studio to the production, which will 
be based on the Tenniel illustrations. 

Par not only had a direct chain of 
title from the Carroll estate, but in 
1934. produced and copyrighted a 
full-length feature titled “Alice in 
| Wonderland.” Par also produced 
and copyrighted in 1934 a short titled 
“Betty in Blunderland.” Par‘s rights 
to the “Alice” legiter came from 
Henry Saville Clarke, who wrote the 
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“California Firebrand” and “The | book, and Walter Slaughter, who 
City Slicker.” composed the music. 
Briefs From the Lots 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. Springsteen will direct “The City 
Warners borrowed Ann Sothern | Slicker” at Republic. Para- 


from Metro to co-star with Jack 
' Carson in “April Showers,” a tune- 


|film...Jeohn Ireland was signed. for 


the male lead in “Open Secret,” to be 


made by Marathon Pictures for PRC 
release. . Billy Curtis, midget, signed 
as stand-in for Jimmy Hunt, moppet, 
in “The Mating of Millie” at Colum- 
bia...“Caged Fury” will be the first 
picture on the Pine-Thomas fall pro- 
duction program, to be followed by 
“Hard to Kill” and “Waterfront at 
Midnight.”...Seamus O’Doherty, au- 
thority on Irish ballads, was signed 
by David ©. Selenick as technical 
advisor on “Portrait of Jennie.”... 
Lynn Sousa, granddaughter of the 
late John Philip Sousa, drew a fea- 
tured role in “Mary Lou” at Colum- 
bia. 

Nelson Leigh, Christus of the Pil- 
grimage Play, checked in at Colum- 
bia for “The Black Arrow,” his first 
film role in three years...Seymour 
Friedman directs the second unit of 
“Rose of Santa Rosa” at Columbia... 
Dewey Robinson drew a barroom 
bouncer role in “River Lady” at Uni- 
versal-International ... Metro signed 
Veloz and Yolanda to dance at the 
opening of the 20th-Fox picture, 
|“‘Forever Amber,” at the Roxy thea- 
tre, New York, late in October... 
Lewis Stone will play the publisher- 
|politician role in Liberty Films’ 
\“State of the Union,” to be produced 
he directed by Frank Capra for 
Metro release... “Outlaws of Ghost 
Town” is the new tag on “Marshal 
of Amarillo” at Republic. 


Columbia starts shooting this week 
on “Rose of Santa Rosa,” action mu- 
sical, with Cofbert Clark producing, 
Ray Nazarre directing and Eduardo 
Noriega as male lead. ... Katherine 
Dunham and dance troupe signed by 
Marston Productions for “Casbah,” 
costarring Tony Martin and Yvonne 
DeCarlo at Universal - International. 


.. . John Houseman is rearranging 
the shooting schedule on “Your Red 
Wagon” to save time during the re- 
building of sets destroyed by fire on 
the RKO ranch, ... “April Showers” 
jis the new tag on the Warner pro- 
|duction formerly known as “Bar- 











'bary Host” and “Footlights.” 


| Binnie Barnes and Peter Coe drew 
|featured roles in “My Own True 
|Love” at Paramount. . Mike 
Frankevich will produce “The Ad- 
ventures of Jesse and Frank James” 
as one of the four cliffhangers on 
Republic’s 1947-48 program... . 
Windstorm wrecked the buildings in 
Old Tucson, the location site for 
Gene Autry’s “A Little Spanish 
Town.” ... Ellen Drew will play the 
'femme lead opposite Randolph Scott, 
|her third consecutive outdoor role, 
at Columbia. 

| Metro launched “Luxury Liner” 
‘with Jee Pasternak producing and 
‘Richard Whorf directing. ... R. G. 





mount signed Teto and His Dogs and 
the Four DeWaynes for vaudeville 
acts in “Night Has a Thousand Eyes.” 
., . Michael Duane assigned the ro- 
mantic male lead in “Glamour Girl” 
at Columbia. . . . Helmut Dantine 
took an option on “The Garden of 
Eden,” ,written by Peter Brooke, for 
possible indie production. . . . Rob- 
ert Moulton’s first production, fol- 
lowing his return to Metro, will be 
the short subject, “Goodbye Miss 
Turlock.” ... Maris Bryant, of the 
niteries, signed for a singing role in 
“Your Red Wagon” at RKO... 
Metro sent “If Winter Cométs” back 
into work for added scenes involving 
Victor Wood, British thesp, whose 
role has been built up. 


William Cagney completed shoot- 
ing on “The Time of Your Life,” 
which started May 5 with H. C. Pot- 
ter as director. ... Stephen Auer’s 
first production at Republic will be 
“The Fighting Madonna,” screen- 


played by Albert Desmond. . 
Marathon Pictures bought “Close- 
up” from RKO for autumn shooting. 
. . . John Alton, currently lensing 
“T-Man” at Eagle-Lion, leaves for 
Rio de Janeiro Sept. 5 to direct 
three pictures for Emelco Producing 
Corp. 

Myrna Ley wound up in “The 
Red Pony” at Republic and shifted 
to RKO for “Mr. Blanding Builds 
His Dream House.”...Leo Carey, 
after 21 years on the lot, was ap- 
pointed chief of the sound depart- 
ment at Universal-International... 
Jack Leonard, formerly with 
Tommy Dorsey's band, was signed 
for the male singing lead in 
“Glamour Girl,” which Arthur 
Dreifuss will direct for Sam Katz- 
man at Columbia...Wee Willie 
Davis, a 275-pounder, was signed to 
clinch with Bob Mitchum in bar- 
toom brawl scenes in “The Red 
Pony” at Republic.. Rachel Kemp- 
son, British actress, makes her 
Hollywood bow in “Mortal Coils” at 
Universal-International. 


John Farrow, currently directing 


“Night Has a Thousand Eyes” at 
Paramount, will pilot the Alan 
Ladd starrer, “The Long Grey 


Line,” part of which will be filmed 
at West Point...Loretta Young led 
a cast and crew of 150 to Eugene, 
Ore., for six weeks of location film- 
ing on RKO’s “Rachel.”...George 
Waggner screenplaying “Eagles in 
Exile,” second producer-star chore 
for John Wayne on the Republic 
lot.. Arthur Lubin took an option 
on “Deadlock,” a story by Arthur 


be | 


_|that period. 


atenarinementieetensinan 











} 
| 
| 
' 








the entire U. S. press and the more 
conservative British newspapers 
were as shocked as the American 
film industry at Attlee’s action and 
the strong counter-blow of the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. in calling 
a halt on all shipments of film ‘to 
England. 





|mism was an increasing feeling that 
| Attlee’s move was a maneuver. It 
lcould serve many purposes, prime 
one being a prod to the U. S. for re- 
|laxation of the convertibility clause 
| in last year’s $3,750,000,000 loan 
| Seresment. This requires the free 
flow of exchange between the two 
countries, and was designed to pro- 
tect American film producers, as 
| well as other businessmen. 
Freezing 25% of American earn- 
|ings in England—that is, retaining 
the money there until the dollar- 
exchange situation eases—is what 
| was offered by the U. S. industry as 
a compromise. That wouid definite- 
‘ly, however, have violated the con- 
vertibility clause of the loan agree- 
ment. The outright tax, the British 
claim, does not. They weren't ad- 
mitting, however, that the duty was 
enacted for any reason than to save 
dollar-exchange at a moment of 
crisis. 
Britain’s Strong Point 

Thus, with a case in point on how 
the free convertibility clause can 
boomerang to injure American in- 
dustry, the British have a strong 
arguing point when they go into 
meeting in Washington this week 
with the staff of Secretary of State 
Marshall on changing the loan 
| agreement. 

One of the major points easing the 
;panic of last week was the tallying- 
up which showed approximately 125 
as-yet unreleased films in England. 
Since the duty is payable on entry 
of pix, those already there are not 
subject to the 75% levy and, further- 
more, all the coin they earn can be 
exported without restriction to the 
VU. S. 

Inasmuch as the 125 films ordina- 
rily would keep British theatres open 
for six to eight months—and orders 
from New York homeoffices which 
went out Monday (11) for intensive 
and slow playoff could extend the 
time to perhaps a year—American 
companies theoretically “~have ndoth- 
ing to worry about financially for 
In addition, they have 
hundreds of films in British vaults 
that they can reissue. 

This fact, that the crisis of the 
moment is in no way relieved by 
the imposition of the duty, since 
dollar exchange will continue pour- 
ing out for a year or more, is an- 
other reason the American industry 
sees the British action as perhaps a 
matter of strategy. Likewise, there’s 
an opinion that contributing to Att- 
lee’s decision to soak on the heavy 
duty was the idea that it might re- 
sult in a better compromise later. 
Theory is that anything would look 
good to the American industry after 
that 75% confiscation. 

Some 50 company prexies and 
other execs who gathered at the 
emergency meeting called in New 
York Friday (8) by Eric Johnson, 
prez of the Motion Pictures Assn., 
determined to make no reprisals 
here against British films. The pos- 
sibility of counter-action, of course 
is in the back of everyone’s mind, 
but the MPA conclave decided it 
would serve no purpose, when a 
compromise can still be reached, 
either to ask a U. S. government 
clamp on British pix here or renege 
on promises recently made to J. Ar- 
thur Rank that every possible break 
would be given his films on major 
U. S. circuits. 

Aside from the public relations as- 
pect of such thinking, it’s also in 
deference to Rank, whom the Amer- 
‘ican industry feels has been one of 
its best friends in the whole British 
currency matter, He and Sir Alex- 
ander Korda, whose companies 
make virtually all British films seen 
in this country, have consistently 
argued against restrictions on Amer- 
ican pix. 

Decision at the MPA was to do all 
of its official fighting against the tax 
via the State Dept. A brief was filed 
with the State Dept. yesterday (Tues- 
day) by Allen Dulles, of the firm of 
Sullivan & Cromwell, N. Y., counsel 
to the association on foreign mat- 








Pierson...Warners added “Dad- 
dies,” based on the old Belasco 
‘legiter, to Alex Gottlieb’s produc- 
tion, making a total of seven. ..War- 
ners bought “Sombrero de Oro,” a 
tale of romance and outlawry in 
éarly California, as a co-starrer for 
| Wayne Morris and Dane Clark. 





ters. Brief charges that the levy 
| “would violate the provisions of the 
British-American Tax convention of 
1945 and the British-American Re- 
,ciprocal Trade Treaty of 1938, and 
| would be contrary to the spirit and 
intent of the British 
cial agreement of 1946.” 

Reprisals against British films, just 


Tax Bite Losing Teeth 


Continued from page 1 


Behind the growing U. S. opti- | 


-American finan- 
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‘No New Developments’ 
Spokane, Aug. 12. 
Eric Johnston told Varipry 
here today (Tuesday) that there 
had been officially no new de- 
velopments on the British tax 
situation since the 75% levy 
was imposed last Thursday (7) 
and the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. countered the following 
day with its embargo or ex. 
ports to England. Motion Pic. 
ture Assn. prexy said that all 
discussions on both sides of the 
Atlantic since then had 
strictly unofficial. 
Johnston returned to his home 
in Spokane Friday after the MPA 





peen 





meeting in New York. Unless 
called east sooner, he said he 
didn’t expect to leave here un- 
til the end of the month. He 


also added that he has no plans 
at the moment for personal 
presentation in England of the 
American industry’s protest on ' 
the tax. 





es 











| when they are beginning to get a 
| foothold in this country, figure as 
'much in the thinking in Britain as 
| they do here. The London Times, in 

an editorial Monday, said the gov- 

ernment’s “hasty, drastic action ap- 
‘pears to jeopardize the prospect of 
| British film exports as a source of 
| dollar earnings.” 

British sxhibs were up in arms, 
too, of course, since 80% of their 
|playing time is filled by American 
| product. B. T. Davis, president of 
the Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn., 
| representing 4,500 theatres, declared 
|Monday that if the duty stood and 
i; the U. S. embargo continued, there 
| would be wholesale closing of houses 
in six months. 

British Aides Worried 

This sent shivers, in turn, through 
British film employes. Tom O'Brien, 
Socialist member of Parliament, and 
head of the National Assn. of Theat- 
rical and Kinematograph Employes, 
told a crowd of. 30,000 at Blackpool 
Sunday (10): “Even an emergency 
cannot justify the unprecedented 
methods used by Cripps (Sir Staf- 
ford Cripps, president of the Board 
of Trade) and Dalton (Hugh Dalton, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer). They 
have shown a callous disregard for 
the existence, let alone the future, 
of a virile British film industry. 
Hollywood can stand the shock but 
a deathblow has been dealt to the 
hopes of British films in the world 
market. The probable effort on pro- 
duction by further doses of gloom 
will be catastrophic.” 

How serious the whopping British 
tax can be to the American industry 
varies from company to company. 
To indie producers it could be a 
death blow, even in the mechanics 
of the act. Law requires payment in 
advance of the tax, based on the 
estimated earnings of the film. Few 
indies could afford to tie up that 
kind of coin. Production companies 
without U. S, theatre holdings like- 
wise will be badly hit, since they 
depend. very often for their profit 
on the British market. Least hurt 
are the Big Five, which derive the 
heaviest portion of their earnings 
from their affiliated circuits. 

Natural response of American 
companies to the tax, of course, has 
been renewed inspection of their 
costs of production in an effort to 
bring budgets to a figure which 
would make for profits minus the 
British take. There's also an aim 
for economy in general distribution 
operation. No steps in personnel 
cutting have yet been taken as & 
direct result of the levy, but should 
a satisfactory compromise not be 
reacited, a violent slashing in Amer- 
ican studios and distribution organ- 
izations may be expected. y 

What can be done along this line 
was one of the subjects of a meét- 
ing by company prexies in the of- 
fice of Nick Schenck, Metro chief- 
tain, in New York yesterday. The 
guilds and unions in the industry 
were likewise mindful of impending 
economies and girding themselves 
for slashes in employment. Heavy 
cuts, it is certain, won't be accepted 
without strikes and other economi¢ 
action by the guilds and unions, 
which could be as disruptive to the 
industry as the British impost itself. 


| 





WB’s ‘Violence’ 

Hollywood, Aug. 12. , 
Warners bought “Act of Violence. 
'an adventure yarn, and turned it over 
|to Jerry Wald for production as a 
‘starrer for Dane Clark. os 
| Yarn was authored by Robet* 
| Richards, who was signed to do the 
| screenplay. 
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When the 
BIGGEST 


theatre in the 
world set out 
to get the 


BIGGEST 
picture it 
could find 

to start the 
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Not Enough Product to Go Around, 


- Bway Ist Runs Go for Reissues 





Acute shortage of Broadway show-¢ 
case theatres last year, which re- 
sulted in a jam-up of available prod- 
uct waiting to get playing time, has 
now almost completely reversed it- 
self. Today there’s apparently not 
enough product to go around, with 
the result that several of the show- 
easers have switched over to a re- 
issue policy. 

Situation stems directly from the 
shorter runs now being garnered by 
the majority of films. That factor in 
turn is believed to stem directly 
from the public’s growing resent- 
ment to what they call “excessive” 
sdmission prices now in effect at the 
Eroadway showcasers. Average scale 
ai the firstrun houses is 70c-$1.25. 
With the public shopping warily for 
its film fare, it’s believed the cus- 
tomers are now waiting for the aver- 
aze film to reach their nabe houses | 
at lower admission prices. | 

Reversal of the: trend, signs of 
which have been cropping up for the 
lest several mofths, was pointed up 
sharply this week by the shuttering 
of the Broadway theatre and the in- 
auguration of a “repertory” program } 
of reissues at the RKO Palace. 
Smaller houses, such as Brandt’s 
Globe and Gotham, had played dual 
reissues several times in the past, 
and the Gotham is now embarked on 
that policy on a semi-permanent 
basis. Warners’ Strand this weck, 
for the second time in recent months, 


| the N. Y. chapter of the Foundation 


Expensive Fronts 


N. Y. Foundation Picks 17 


Motion Picture Foundation for 
the Greater N. Y. area selected a 
committee of 17 at its meeting !ast 
Monday (11) at the Astor hotel. Max 
Cohen presided as acting chairman, 
which post he will hold until a per- 
manent chairman and trustee for 


FWC, Projectionists 
Huddles at Impasse 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


Negotiations of Projection- 
ists Unian Local 150 with Fox-West 
Coast reached an impasse after a 
meeting attended by seven projec- 
tionists and 10 theatre men. FWC 
was reported by Projectionists’ prexy 
Wallace Crowley as having inserted 
several clauses into negotiations not 
acceptable to his group, which would 


the stalemate reached, projectionists’ 
next move would be to contact their 





are chosen at the iext meeting. 


Committee named to represent. the * 
N. Y. Foundation is made up “of 
Cohen, Gus Eyssell, Harry Kalmine, | 
Malcolm Kingsberg, Dave Levy, 
Arthur Mayer, Ray Moon, Bert San- 
ford, Fred J. Schwartz, Joe M. 
Seider, George Skouras, Solomon 
Strausberg, Joe Vogel, Walter 
Reade, Sam Rinzler, Sam Rosen* 
and Ed N. Rugoff. 





On Bway Nipped 
By Shorter Runs 


With the public now shopping for 


iskullduggery by 


installed a brace of reissues while 
eliminating the stageshow which 
usually accompanies a single firstrun 
fiim at the house. 

Broadway theatre, recently taken 
over by United Artists on a $5,000 
per week lease from the Shuberts, 
closed Thursday (7) night. Shutter- 
ing was stated officially to be for a 
“short period to permit alterations.” 


the films it wants to see, and the 
resultant shorter runs for most pic- 
tures, the spectacular Broadway 
theatre fronts have taken it on the 
chin in several situations. 

Some fronts in the past have cost 
as much as 25% of film’s entire first 
run gross. With films now playing 
only two or three weeks where they 


Actually, however, it’s believed to 
have been closed for the lack of 
suitable product. After “Copaca- 
bana” fizzed out two weeks ago on 
the third round of its stay there, the 
house remained opened last week 
with a dual reissue bill of “Great 
John L.” and “Lady of Burlesque.” 
Dualler, however, grossed a very 
weak $6,000 in seven days. UA orig- 
inally leased the house for a year, 
primarily for the opening of Charles 
Chaplin's “Monsieur Verdoux” there 
last spring. 

New repertory policy at the Palace 
involves a daily change of program, 
with prices scaled down to 50c-$1. 
How long the house will operate on 
that policy has not been revealed. 
Program teed off yesterday (Tues- 
day) with “Bells of St. Mary’s,” and 
the rest of the week will see such 
revivals as “Love Affair,” “The In- 
former,” “Top Hat,” “Pride of the 
Yankees,” “Gunga Din” and “Spanish 
Main.” 











Goldman Case 


Continued from page 5 


for a bill of review — virtually 
amounting to a new trial—on the 
basis of “newly discovered evidence.” 
In the last decision in the long- 
drawn-out legal battle, Judge Kirk- 
patrick found that Goldman was 
forced to close the Erlanger theatre 
in December, 1942, because the 
film companies allegedly denied 
Goldman first-run_ pictures while 
distributing them to the Warner 
chain here. 

Attorneys for the defendants 
claimed the “new evidence” was 
that Goldman declined to accept 
50 of 63 first-run pictures offered 
him last year, after closing the 
Erlanger. They maintained this 
showed Goldman did not want first- 
runs for the Erlanger, and thus 
could not suffer damages by failure 
to obtain them. In this connection, 
the court ruled, “the fact that the 
plaintiff in 1846 and 1947, when it 
had three other theatres in which 
it could show first run _ pictures, 
preferred to operate them rather 
than the Erlanger does not show, 
or tend to show, that it could not 
have operated the Erlanger with 
profit five years before, when the 
other theatres were not available, 
if it had been able to obtain first 
run pictures for that purpose. Any 
conclusion from the failure to open 
the Erlanger theatre in 1946 and 
1947, that it could not have operated 
profitably in 1941 and 1942, if first- 
run pictures had been available for 
showing there, is so highly specu- 








formerly ran five or six weeks, dis- 
tributors have evidently figured that 


international. 
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etro Bombshell 
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declare that such deals as Metro 
proposed would send the whole mar- 
ket spinning into chaos, with every 
film company trying to outdo the 
other via coin slipped to agents for 
special privileges. They also fore- | 
saw the money-passing spreading to 
printers, manuscript;typing agencies 
and other sources to attain preced- | 
ence by one company over another | 


in seeing promising novels and 
stories. 
There is already considerable 


story editors in| 
trying to buy poteniial bestsellers 
before competitors even have a look 
at the manuscript. When such a| 
feat is accomplished—as it seldom 
is—it’s usually the result of care- 
fully-cultivated friendships rather 
than money. 


Since every story ed tries such 
maneuvers, there’s usually good- 
natured acceptance by the others 
when a scoop is pulled. Any idea 
that money may be involved in giv- 
ing a company a first 0.0. of a prop- 
erty, however, naturally gets the 
editors incensed. 





the high costs don’t pay off any more 
in equal returns. 


Brandt’s Gotham theatre, for ex- 
ample, which formerly sported at 
least a large painted sign atop the 
marquee, has now only a blank space 
there. Brandt’s Republic, which used 
to have brilliant. electric signs, now 
features only a banner strung below 
the marquee. Fronts on all other 
theatres, with the possible exception 
of the Astor, have become more 
moderate, with hardly a one sport- 
ing the big, blazing standout signs 
that used to be the rule. 


Spokesman for the Brandt circuit 
declared that the cost-saving meas- 
ure has been noticed up and down 
the street for the last three months. 
Distribs, who were convinced dur- 





On all but the biggest properties, 
the eds work in pretty close har- 
mony. They’ve found that it doesn’t 
pay not to, since their bosses at the 
studios seem to have a much longer 
memory for the times their editors 
were beaten out on a new novel 
than they do for the times they got a 
scoop. Purchase by Lot A of a novel 
before Lot B even gets a synopsis 
from its story department invariably 
brings Lot B’s editor a stiff and sar- 
castic notes from his boss. Enough 
stiff and sarcastic notes and Lot B 


affect the projectionists’ seniority 
law. 
Crowley announced that, due to 





radio transcription, 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Twenticth-Fox, having already established a precedent by having 
Crosby, a Paramount star, cut a special recording to plug its forthco) 
“Mother Wore Tights,” has now figured a new angle to hypo e 
interest in using the disks for local advertising purposes. 

One side of the recording, grooved to run at the standard 78 r.p.m., 
pitch directly to exhibs, explaining why Crosby cut the platter, 
be played on any home phonograph. Other side, grooved at the commer. 
cial 33 r.p.m., contains the Crosby plug and can be used directly as a 

Latter side runs 50 seconds, leaving room for a 10- 


Bing 
ning 
xhibitor 


isa 
It can 


second announcement of the local playdate. 





comer’s first film. 


Warner Bros., in assigning Bretaigne Windust to direct Bette Davis in 
“Winter Meeting,’ doesn’t figure it’s taking too much of chance on new. 
WB gave him a break in assignment last year as 


“observer-director” on “Stallion Road,” after-which he went back to N y, 


| to stage “Finian’s Rainbow.” 


His other Broadway credits include four 


, Lindsay-Crouse hits, “Life With Father,” “Arsenic and Old Lace.” “State 


of the Union” and “Hasty Heart.” 
light,” among others, which is why 
month. 


Also “Amphitrion” and “Idiot’s De- 
WB is worried. Davis pic starts next 


After that he'll direct Sidney Kingsley’s “Patriots.” 





A film trailer helped a southern 
shortage. Jack Jordan, manager 


theatre manager to beat the housing 
of the Ambassador theatre, Raleigh, 


| N. C., stuck without a house, recently starred his three-year-old daughter 


trailer won_a big response, and now 
in their own home. 


in a trailer pleading for help, and exhibited the trailer in his theatre. The 


Jordan, his wife and baby are settled 
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20th Layoffs 
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studio observors say, will probably 
mount to several hundred more and 
reach into every department on the 
lot. 

Slowdown in production is seen as 
the prime reason for general cut in 
payroll. Studio will have only one 
pieture before cameras on the lot, 
after “Daisy Kenyon” winds this 
week, this being “Snake Pit,” which 
still has another month to go. 
“Green Grass of Wyoming” finishes 
on location at Kanab, Utah, end of 
the week, and “Gentleman's Agree- 
ment” has only about a week of ex- 
teriors left in New York. Next pic- 
ture at studio won't roll until Sept. 8, 
when “Flapper Age” is slated to 
start. Company will put “Call North- 
side 777” into work during next two 
weeks, but this will be on location 
in Chicago, where background of 
city will be used instead of studio- 
built sets. 

Policy hereafter, it is reported, 
will be to give notices to employees 
as pictures are finished. When pic- 
tures are ready for preparation, they 
will be recalled. Mammoth over- 
head is reported another reason 
for slashing of studio roster. This 
had gradually been going on for 
some time, with majority of stock 





starts looking for a new editor. 
Thus the anxiety to be first and the 
big burn at Metro for its offers of 
coin to attain that all-important first 
looksee, 


Embarrassment 
Metro’s plan for bonuses to agents 





ing the lush wartime era that the 


ture and that it was the theatre with 
the brightest lights that drew the 
biggest crowds, now realize that it’s 
the quality of the picture alone that’s 
the deciding factor. That’s the chief 
reason, he declared, why Broadway 
has lost a little of its glare. 


MAJORS DENIED APPEAL 
IN JACKSON PARK SUIT 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

The Jackson Park theatre scored 
last week for the second time in the 
Federal circuit court of appeals 
when that tribunal denied a group 
of major pic distribs a plea for 
a rehearing of the case against them. 
The court had previously upheld a 
suit in which the theatre’ had 
charged the distribs with penalizing 
it on bookings and favoring Balaban 
& Katz. 

The decision which the distribs 
sought to have set aside last week 
involved an order commanding them 
and B&K to halt the allegedly dis- 
criminatory practices. 

Attorneys for the defense will 
probably ask the U. S. Supreme 
Court for a writ of certiorari. 


Film Workers’ Pay Hits 
Top $106 Weekly Avge. 


Sacramento, Aug. 12. 
Film workers drew an average 
weekly wage of $106.90 during the 
month of June, the highest mark for 
hourly employees in the history of 











lative, we think, as.not to be worthy 
of consideration in comparison with 
the other evidence upon which the 
finding of the lower court was 
based.” 








‘Hollywood studios. Average weekly 


| Stipend for June, 1946, was $84.48. 
| 


These official figures were released 
here by the California Labor Sta- 


j tistics Bulletin. 


public would go for almost any pic- | 


came from its studio and obviously 
|}embarrased its New York story de- 
| partment, which carefully explained 
the Coast origin to the two 10%-ers 
approached. Idea was apparently 
put to Mrs. Carol Brandt, eastern 
story exec, a few weeks ago, during 
|her visit to the studio. She phoned 
it to an aide in N. Y. who very em- 
barrassedly broached it to the agents. 
Reaction was so violent that, so far 
;}as can be learned, it was put to no 
others after the first two. 

Query regarding the $5,000 bonus 
Was preceded by questions, also re- 
portedly on order of Mrs. Brandt, re- 
garding the agents’ opinions on the 
dual prizes handed out recently in 
Metro's $250,000 twice-a-year novel 
contest. Story eds and agents are 
fighting mad over what they claim 
was Metro’s breaking of its own 
rules for the contest by giving two 
prizes instead of one and thus tak- 
ing a second. book off the market 
without it being offered for competi- 
tive bidding by other studios. 


E 


\UAT and Metrop. A. H. Frisch. for 
a number of years a director of UAT, 
was also named a director of 
Metrop. 

Meyer replaces William Philips, 
who resigned after many years as 











Stanley Meyer 
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Metrop. He'll continue as a direc- 
_tor of UAT, however, despite med- 
ics’ insistence he limit his activities. 

Meyer, who recently resigned as 


West Coast in Los Angeles, will 
spend the next six months in New 
York at the circuit's homeoffice lin- 
ing up his operation. Circuit's scope 
is siated to be increased as the re- 
sult of the Government's ban on 
|pooling operations, 





an offic@r and director-of UAT and | 


'co-firstrun district manager for Fox | 


players already dropped, good 
many of company’s featured play- 
ers, directors and even _ produ- 


cers let go. Understood that here- 
after 20th-Fox will concentrate on 
inking one-picture deals rather than 
term contracts for high - salaried 
creative talent. 

Desire to catch up to itself finan- 
cially is seen in latest move of studio 
in cutting down on personnel. Com- 
pany hasn’t as large a backlog as 
many other majors, in point of num- 
ber of pictures, but in actual invest- 
ment total it’s high. Five of these 
alone, all in Technicolor, approxi- 
mate $18,000,000 in outlays. Company 
has only three other pictures in 
black-and-white completed, but these 
are a long way from being in re- 
leasing stage. 

Meantime at 20th-Fox, shakeup 
in the home office publicity-adver- 
tising staff resulted in the appoint- 
ment of Eddie Solomon as exploita- 
tion manager for the midwest area. 
with headquarters in Chicago. 
Solomon was formerly an aide to 
Charles Schlaifer, 20th ad-pub di- 
rector, in New York. 





SPG Protest 

In a move to force reinstatement 
of nine publicity workers layed off 
at 20th-Fox last week, Screen Pub- 
licists Guild has scheduled a mass 
demonstration today (Wednesday) 
before the Roxy, 20th’s New York 
showcase. SPG spokesman declared 
'the demonstration, which was post- 
_poned from last Wednesday (6), will 
\definitely be held if 20th-Fox prez 
Spyros Skouras fails to answer its re- 
|quest for a meeting with him be- 
fore noon today. 

Meantime, SPG is bringing the 
dismissal cases before the industry 
}panel, organized by management 
| execs last spring following contract 
;hegotiations with the Guild. SPG 
| alleges that the layoffs, which are 
Saving the company $49,000 annually, 
were not warranted by 20th’s eco- 
nomic position. Other steps in the 
SPG campaign, which were formu- 
lated at emergency membership 
meeting Monday night 11), include 
protests to the Motion Picture Assn. 
and submission of charged contract 
violations to the American Arbitra- 
tion Assn. due to 20th’s alleged 
policy of speeding-up and overload- 
jing remaining publicity workers, 








| Par’s $4385.00. 


Drop This Year 


Paramount, whose earnings dropped 
| $4,385,000 for the first half of 1947 
is expected to be hit least of the 
| American firms by the British tax 
situation. Large share of the com- 
pany’s profits each year has come 
from the 1,338 theatres in the U. S, 
it owns wholly or in part. Since 
its theatre hcldings are the largest 
in the industry, it’s expected to show 
a lower profit drop than any of the 
|other majors. 


Par’s statement for the first six 


months of 1947 ended July 5, which 
was issued last week, showed esti- 


’ 





mated earnings of $17,407,000, as 
compared with $21,792,000 earned 
for the same period last year. Cur- 


rent figure inclu les $3,189,000 share 
,of undistributed earnings as a 
stockholder in partially owned non- 
consolidated subsidiaries, as against 
$4,140,000 share in the same earnings 
last year. Earnings for the second 
quarter of 1947 were estimated at 
$7,885,000 as against $10,205,000 for 
the same period last year, represent- 
ing a quarterly drop of $2,320,000. 

The $7,885,000 of estimated coms 
bined consolidated and share of un- 
distributed earnings for the quarter 
represents $1.11 per share on 7,118,- 
872 shares outstanding, as against 
$1.36 per share on the 7,504.272 
shares in 1946. Latter figure rep- 
resents the 3,752,136 shares then out- 
| Standing adjusted for the two-for- 
one stock split in July last year, 
Computed on the same basis, earn- 
ings for the six-month period repre- 
sent $2.45 per share, as against $2.90 
per share in 1946. 

Par directorate on Thursday (7) 
declared the regular quarterly div- 
idend of 50 cents per share on com- 
mon stock, payable Sept. 26 to stock- 
holders of record Sept. 5. - 


‘Red Ink Coming” 
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ing around figures about world in- 
come distribution that were not even 
known to the U. S. State Depart- 
ment. Majors are being counselled 
to forget England and concentrale 
on practically untapped markets 1 
Madagascar, Greenland, Tibet and 
the republic of Santa Monaca, 4ll 
free-trade, hard-money areas. 
What Is It? 

But some, at least, think they have 
the answer in something called 
“showmanship.” Just exactly what 
it is isn’t clear to some of the wise- 
acres around Hollywood and Vine. 
In fact, one character tried to eX- 
plain it as a cross between “sales- 
manship and burlesque.” 

Oldtimers however, have a- little 
more coherent idea of what its all 
about. They say this “showmanship 
is something that existed on earth 
many years ago, probably about the 
time of the dinosaurs or maybe@"the 
sabre tooth tigers. It had, in fact, 
something to do with “King Kons. 


The oldtimers have been trying 
patiently to explain the situation io 
the newer faces around town. But 


it’s a tough job. Taking somet fg 
that has been extinct fog generations 
and explaining it to the younger set 
always is. And there seems to have 
grown up in Holiywood a gent ration 
that never heard of showmeans iP: 
that believes all you have to do 
isell a picture is put it on the s« reen 
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Liberalizing New Theatre Bldg. Code 


Washington, Aug. 12. +4 





Washington theatre owners came 
out on top today when a District of 
Columbia committee agreed to ac- 
cept all suggestions for liberalizing 
the proposed building code for new 


theatres. A. Julian Brylawski, 
chairman of the Citizen’s Commit- 
tee on Building and Theatres, said 


he felt confident that the same lib- 
eralization would 
the code for existing theatres. 


be extended to] : . 
The | shooting in San Francisco and at the| Smith thought the North Central 


Maxwell on ‘Street’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
George Raft draws Marilyn Max- 
well as his femme-.lead in “Race 
Street,” slated to start Aug. 18 at 
RKO, with Nat Holt producing under 
supervision of Jack J. Gross. 
Horseracing film calls for location 





committee will pass its recommenda- | Bay Meadows track. 


tion on to the District commission- 
ers, and Brylawski and other Dis- 
trict theatre men are certain 
the commissioners will adopt it. 

Points which will be liberalized | 
in the code for new theatres are: 
standee’ capacity, location of heat- 
ing plants, arrangement of seats, | 
seating capacity, exit rules and po- | 
sitions. 

“They were very liberal with us| 
on new buildings,” Brylawski said, 
“and we expect that they will be the | 
same as far as existing buildings are | 
concerned.” No date has been set} 
for a meeting on the code for exist- | 
ing buildings. 





Kallet Opens Up Drive-In 
Albany, Aug. 12. 

Kallet Theatres circuit of Oneida 
opened a Drive-In at Utica with | 
1,000-car capacity. It’s the second 
large Drive-In which the allets 
have opened upstate within the past 
year. The first was opened in a 
Syracuse suburb in April last year. 
The Kallet brothers also operate 
nearly 25 theatres in Albany and 
Buffalo territories. 





New Culver City Theatre 
Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

New theatre here is the Culver, 
1,150-seater owned by Principal 
Theatres, opening in Culver City 
with Eagle-Lion’s “Red Stallion.” If 
proper product is available, the 
house will be operated on a day- 
date policy with t he Orpheum, Bel- 
mont, El Ray and Vogue. 

Theatre is of the stadium type and 
contains innovations lacking in pre- 
war houses. 





Start $125,000 N. C. House 
Raleigh, Aug. 12. 
Work is underway on Camden’s 


‘run at the Astor, 





si $1,312,000 FOR ‘YEARS’ | 


IN 38-WK. B’WAY RUN 


Samuel Goldwyn’s “Best Years of 
Our Lives” will wind up its 38-week 
N. Y., tonight 
(Wednesday) with a total gross of 
approximately $1,312,000. ‘Of that 


|sum approximately $1,000,000 is film 


rental and the remainder goes to the 
house, operated by City Investing 
Co. Almost $400,000 of Goldwyn’s 
share went for advertising, leaving 
a net of slightly above $600,000. 
Goldwyn’s “Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty” opens at the Astor tomorrow 
under a new deal by which the pro- 


|ducer has the house for 18- months. 


“Mitty” is expected to hold until 
around Christmas, when “The Bish- 
op’s Wife” (which is to be retitled) 
moves in. 


lapped the past two weeks by the 
Albee, Brooklyn, where it has been 
doing top biz. It got $55,000 the first 
week at a $1.20 top with a grind 
policy. It holds for three weeks 


prior to opening in. RKO nabes 
throughout New York next Wednes- 
day (20). 









RKO Stock 
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on the stock at $11,032,112 and on the 
warrants at $942,459. 

The June 30 value reflects the dip 
in the stock market during the first 
six months of 1947. Comparative 
value of the RKO stock and options 
in Atlas’s year-end report was 
$4,005,275 higher. There has been a 
still further market decline since 





new, modern 1,000-seater. Theatre is 
being constructed by T. Lee Little, 
local showman, at cost of $125,000. 


20th Plan 
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in attempting to improve conditions, 
one case being cited whereby a film 
already -contracted for on the old 
basis, but not yet played, was re- 
booked under the new system. Con- 
gzensus is that, given a fair trial, 
policy should mean a better break 
all around. 

An allied observation regarding 
Jocal 20th bookings is that there will 
be a substantial increase in the next 
year. A certain portion of these, 
however, have no connection with 
the new policy.” For some time a 
local condition has existed whereby 
a sizeable group of nabes have 
thumbed down 20th product because 
of failure to get together on terms. 
Recently, a mutually satisfactory 
deal was consummated but it is 
merely coincidental that this oc- 
curred at the time the new small 


theatre sales policy was inaugurated. 


One has no bearing on the other. 





No. Central Likes 20th’s Plan 
Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 

North Central Allied here likes 
the new 20th-Fox graded percentage 
plan to help small-town and other 
exhibitors needing “relief,” but only 
as a “step in the right direction.” 

Following the organization’s meet- 
ing at whith Andy Smith, 20th-Fox 
Sales head, explained the policy, 
President Bennie Berger of North 
Central Allied said the immediate 
goal will be the elimination of per- 
centage for all situations grossing 
not in excess of $750 a week. A 
long-range fight will be launched for 
the entire elimination of compulsory 
percentage as far as small-town and 
uptown and suburban theatres are 
concerned, he announced. 

Berger claims Metro and Coluffbia 
have already promised to throw out 
percentage for the $700-$750 grossing 
situations. He calls compulsory per- 
centage for small towns “cancerous” 
and says his organization also will 
strive for “more considerate ana 
respectful treatment” from distrib- 
utors. 


| June 30, with the British situation 
driving film issues down particularly. 

In a letter to Atlas stockholders 
accompanying the report, Odlum 
preoq Saxe [lsues JsWWNspIY 
|stated: ‘While Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
|Corp. has continued to show sub- 
stantial profits, earnings in the first 
six months were somewhat less than 
those of the first half of 1946, which 
was, however, the peak year in the 
history of the motion picture in- 
dustry.” . 

In addition to its RKO interest,. 
Atlas is an important shareholder in 
a number of other film companies. 
Its report discloses $268,395 in Walt 
Disney 4% bonds; 93,000 shares 
($2,429,625 as of June 30) in Para- 
mount; 10,000 shares ($293,750) in 
20th-Fox; 91,700 shares ($481,425) in 
Disney; and 5,000 shares ($75,625) in 
Warner Bros. Only change in the 
portfolio since Dec. 31, 1946, was 
sale of 2,000 shares of Loew’s com- 
mon. 

Ogden Corp. a majority-owned 
subsid of Atlas, also holds 6,000 Para- 
mount shares ($156,750) and 4,000 
Fox shares ($117,500). 

Atlas reported dividends from all 
its holdings, in and out of the pie- 
ture industry, totalled $1,636,170 for 
the six months ending June 30. This 
amounted to 80c. a share, as com- 
pared with 25c. for same period last 
year. A third quarter dividend 





of 40c. has been declared on com- 
mon, payable Sept. 20 to stockhol- 
ders of record Aug. 28. 


Exhib Reaction 
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pect a drop in high-budgeted and 
high-quality product, it’s pointed out. 

Reports from the Coast have indi- 
cated that studio toppers have ai- 
ready begun to plan a sweeping re- 
vamp of their production schedules 
because of the British tax, with most 
of them thinking twice now about 
beginning any high-budgeted pic- 
tures. If the tax sticks and U. S. 
exhibs don’t kick through with more 
film rentals, the majors can be ex- 
pected to pull in their horns on pro- 
duction. New wave of reissues, earn- 
ings of which represent almost clear 
profit for distribs, is also looked for 
as a result of the new situation, 





No. Central Allied Asks 
New Roadshow Deal 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 
North Central Allied here is ask- 
ing for’a “néweal” for subsequent- 


runs on “roadshow” pictures. It 
wants a special “roadshow” .admis- 
sion — higher than their regular 
scale, but lower than the downtown 
first-run admission. It also wants the 
clearance shortened on roadshow 
pictures. 


The matter was taken up with 
Andy Smith, 20th-Fox sales head, 





when he was in Minneapolis, and 


| “Hucksters” (M-G) (4th wk). 


Picture 


Grosses 














SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 8) 
(Col) and “Keeper ‘of Bees” (Col), 


$8,700. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Possessed” (WB) (2d wk) (m.o.). 
Trim $6,000. Last week, “Great 
Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) (2d wk), nice 
$4,300. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 


Good 
Last wéek, okay $7,800. 
(H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Moss Rose” (20th) and “Banio” 


$7,000. 
Orpheum 








Allied arguments regarding’ the 
shorter clearance on roadshow pic- | 
tures had merit. Instead of the usual | 
40-day clearance, for, example, he } 
said it might be advisable to cut it | 
to two weeks at the most, especially | 


if the same advanced admissions as |“ 


downtown were to be charged by the | 
neighborhood houses. He doubted if | 
a special different roadshows. scale 
would be feasible, however. Fox 
has two roadshow pictures coming 
up, “Forever Amber” and “Captain 
from Castile.” 


Smith says that in regard to the 
two forthcoming 20th-Fox roadshow 
pictures, out-of-town and _ subse- 
quent-run exhibitors are being -ad- 
vised to put it up to patrons whether 
they should show the offerings at 
the advanced prices. Trailers are 
urged explaining that the pictures 
can be obtained, but that it will be 
necessary to charge higher admis- 
sions. 








Astor run of “Years” has been over- | 





Goldwyn 


Continued from page 5 gaan 


but every one of the 16,500 exhibi- 
tors in America must revamp his 
thinking and his way of-doing busi- 
ness if he is to meet the threat of 
the British tax and keep his theatre 
open... 


“Producers will hereafter have to 
depend on the domestic market 
alone for a return of their costs and 
a profit commensurate with the 
value of their pictures. This leaves 
them with two alternatives: To pro- 
duce cheap pictures with a mini- 
mum of time, money and talent, or 
to ccntinue to gamble fortunes in 
the attempt to make really fine films. 
I believe most of us will make that 
gamble, for without first rate pic- 
tures the entire industry is doomed, 
producer and exhibitor alike. 


“But the exhibitor must realize, 
too, that his ability to stay in busi- 
ness depends directly on whether or 
not his policies encourage the mak- 
ing of good motion pictures. He 
must discard his hidebound theories 
and ancient prejudices. He must 
learn, like any other wise retailer, 
to distinguish between quality prod- 
uct and inferior product, and he 
must treat each according to its 
merit, 


“A ,case in point is ‘The Best 
Years Of Our .Lives. When the 
judgment of critics and preview au- 
diences confirmed my own opinion 
that it was an outstanding picture, I 
decided that it was time to get away 
from the old habit of treating all 
films alike. I was sure that the 
American public would be willing to 
pay a fair admission price to see a 
genuinely fine -picture even if the 
price was higher than that being 
charged for run-of-the-mill films. 


“Amazingly enough, resistance to 
this policy came not from the pub- 
lic, which flocked to see the picture, 
but from the exhibitors. Whether 
they represented large circuits or 
individual houses, they resented this 
departure from the conventional 
method of charging the same stand- 
ard price for all pictures, good and 
poor. As a result it was necessary 
for us to show ‘Best Years’ in the- 
atres off the beaten path, to guar- 
antee running expense. To bear the 
burden of the .exploitation cam- 
paigns. And yet the receipts—and 
the exhibitor’s share—were far 
above what they would have been 
if we had been content to stick to 
outmoded methods of pricing and 
selling. 


“That is only one illustration. But 
it proves a point. If exhibitors in- 
sist on charging uniform prices in 
the future, they will get uniform 
pictures. And uniform pictures will 
not keep the theatres filled. Only 
exceptional pictures will keep the- 
atres open. And for the exceptional 
picture, it fs not only fair but now 
an absolute necessity to charge a 
price which bears some reasonable 
relationship to the true value and 
quality of the entertainment offered, 
“only this way can we continue to 
produce fine films. And only by pro- 























ducing fine films can we survive,” 


(RKO). Slow $7,500. Last week, 
“Possessed” (WB), $10,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80)— 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep) and 
“Magnificent Rogue” (Rep) @d wk). 


Good $6,000 after big $8,600 last 
week. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 


“Living Big Way” (M-G) and “Bull- 
dog Drummond at Bay” (Col), Slow 
$7,500. Last week, “Perils Pauline” 
(Par) (2d wk), oke $7,700. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 


“This Is My Affair” (Indie) and 
“Sally, Irene, .Mary” (20th) (reis- 
sues). Oke $4,000. Last week, “Dis- 


honored Lady” 
(Mono), $3,800. 


Riff-Raff’-Landis Hot 
$22,000 in Mild Balto 


Baltimore, Aug. 12. 

Lack of weekend trade is nicking 
current figures here. Best action is 
being recorded by “Possessed,” at 
the Stanley. “Riff-Raff,” with plenty 
of support from stage appearance of 
Carole Landis and holdover of Har- 
monicats will give the Hipp a big 
week. Also okay is “Brute Force” at 
Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60) — “Romance Rosy Ridge” (M-G). 
Fancy $16,000. Last week, “Living 
Big Way” (M-G), $12,900. 

ppodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
25-70) “Riff-Raff”’ (RKO) plus 
vaude. Bolstered mightily by p.a. of 
Carole Landis and h.o. of The Har- 
monicats. Great $22,000. Last week, 
“Vigilantes Return” (Col) plus Har- 
monicats and Johnny Bothwell orch, 
big $21,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60) — “Brute Force” (U). Solid $12,- 
000. Last week, “The Web” (U), $9,- 
300. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55) — 
“Kipling’s Jungle Book” (UA) (re- 
issue). Average $5,000. Last week, 
“King Wild Horses” (Col), okay $4,- 
800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60) — 
“Green Was My Valley” (20th) (re- 
issue). Opening Thurs. (14) after 
three weeks of “Who's Kissing Her” 
(20th). Third week hit $7,000 after 
big $12,000 on second. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)—‘Pos- 
sessed” (WB). In groove at $19,000. 
Last week, second of ‘Perils Pauline” 
(Par), big $13,200. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 35-65) — 
“Trouble With Women” (Par). Good 
$11,000. Last week, “Lost Honey- 
moon” (E-L), fair $8,400. 


PROVIDENCE 


(Continued from page 9) 


wyn Follies” (UA) and “Away Out 
West” (UA) (reissues). Peppy $7,500. 
Last week, “That Hamilton Woman” 
(UA) (reissue) and “Hat Box Mys- 
tery” (SG), good $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Possessed” (WB) and “Second 
Chance” (20th). Surprisingly nice 
$14,000. Last week, “Miracle 34th 
St.” (20th) and “Strange Journey” 
(20th), wow $17,000. - 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“Ro- 


(UA) and “Decoy” 








mance Rosy Ridge” (M-G) and 
“Magnificent Rogue” (Rep). Very 
sweet $23,000. Last week, “Other 


Love” (UA) and “Fabulous Suzanne” 
(UA), $23,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) 
—‘“Dear Ruth” (Par). Second week 
opened Monday (11). First week 
was great $18,500. Last week, “Per- 
ils Pauline” (Par) (2d wk), $8,000. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 9) 
“Children of Paradise” (Indie) -(2d 





wk). Good $2,800. Last week, big 
$3,800. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651; 60-95)—“Fies- 
ta” (M-G) 2d wk). Fair $14,500. 


Last week, pleasing $25,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 65-$1) 
—“Seven Keys Baldpate” (RKO) 
plus vaude headed by Jack Carson 
and Janis Paige. Big $34,000. Last 
week, “Won't Believe Me” (RKO) 
plus vaude headed by Harry Savoy 
and Freddie Davis, nice $22,000. 





55-85)—“Brute Force” (U) 


(3d wk) 
Routine $9,500. Last week. healthy 
$14,500, , healthy 


Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 


“Desert 'Fury” (Par) (2d 


Strong $20,000. Last week, 
mendous $33,500. 


wk), 
tre- 


Stagedoor (Ackerman) (300; 60-85) 
—“Hamilton Woman” (UA) (reise 
sue) (2d wk). Fine $2,300. Last 


week, healthy $3,200. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— 
“Welcome Stranger” (Par) (4th wk), 
Solid $20,000. Last week, great $21. 
000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) 


(1,207; 55-85) — “Carnegie Hal!” 
(UA). Hefty $18,000. Last week, 
“Other Love” (UA) (2d wk), thin 
$6,500. 

United Nations (FWC) (1.149: 
60-85 )—“‘Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Oke $4,500. Last week, 
strong $6,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 


“Western Union” (20th) (reissue). 
Mild $15,000. Last week, “Hucksters” 
(M-G) (3d wk), $15,000. 


Colhert-Rank — | 


Continued from page 3 a 











camp is that Bingo will follow Miss 
Colbert’s lead. “Bing hasn't had 
time to think about it because he 
just got back in town,” his brother 
Everett said. “However, his contract 
with Rank is full of ifs and buts. 
One thing sure is that Bing isn’t 
going to get tangled up in any 
politics. It’s his policy to leave poli- 
tics to the bosses.” 

Joan Fontaine’s pact with Rank 
is still on, according to Rampart 
Productions, in which she’s a partner 
with her husband, Bill Dozier. 
They won’t make her picture until 
1948 or 1949, Dozier’s office reported, 
and at that time, “the tangle will 
probably be all straightened out. 
Even if it isn’t, the deal is on.” 

Ingrid Bergman is also going right 
ahead with her plans to make “Un- 
der Capricorn” with Alfred Hitch- 
cock in England next summer. Ac- 
cording to Joe Steele, her manager, 
Miss Bergman sails for England 
after she finishes “Joan of Lorraine” 
for Sierra Pictures. No release has 
been set for the film. “It might even 
be a Rank release,” Steele said. 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., said the 
“tax question doesn’t enter into it 
as far as I’m concerned because 
under my agreement with Rank for 
‘Sir Launcelot,’ we plan spending at 
least a year preparing it—so it’s 
too far off to talk about. I'm keeping 
my head in the sand because so 
many things can happen in a year.” 
Fairbanks added he doesn’t think 
it makes any difference if U. S. stars 
go to England or not. Rank himself 
stands to lose more than any other 
individual in the crisis, Fairbanks 
said, because of his huge theatre ties 
overseas, “Even if all five of us were 
to go over, he still wouldn’t have 
enough product for his theatres,” 
he pointed out. 

Miss Colbert said she has heard 
that some of the British have been 
squawking about American film stars 
going overseas to make pictures. + 
This seems peculiar, she said, in 
view of the many Britishers work- 
ing here, among whom she named 
Deborah Kerr, Michael Redgrave, 
Rex Harrison and Phyllis Calvert. 


UA’s Loan 


Continued from page 5 


though that’s all still very much 
in a preliminary stage. Banks are 
Guaranty, Irving and Bankers Trust, 
New York, and Security-First Na- 
tional and Bank of America, Los An- 
geles, 

UA had hoped to have the credit 
available by the end of this month, 
but that now appears all but im- 
possible. Kelly is going to England 
today (Wednesday) in an endeavor 
to straighten out the UA playing 
time situation with the Odeon cir- 
cuit there. That’s expected to cause 
additional delay on the loan, al- 
though George Bagnall, v.p. in 
charge of production will carry on 
talks in his absence. ; 
UA is in better position to get its 
coin than are indie producers them- 
selves, since it will pledge its own 
assets, in addition to giving sec- 
ondary liens on films made with the 
money. Indies ordinarily only hypo- 
thecate the negative of the film they 
intend making, giving banks a first 
lien on it. Since UA wants to use 
the coin for second-money loans and 
completion guarantees. banks which 
put up first money, of course, hold 












Guild Theatre (Lippert) (400; 
35-85)—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) 
(reissue). Sock $7,000, unheard of 
at this spot. Last week, “Great 
Waltz” (M-G) (reissue) (9th wk). 
oke $3,500. 
jf Larkin (Roesner) (400: 65-85)— 
Queen for Night” (Indie). Thin 
1,700. Last week, “Captive Heart” 
(U) and “Storm In Teacup” (Indie) 
pleasing $2,200. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 


first liens on the pix. 
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et Back to 


SHOWMANSHIP! 








tet Showmanship! 











Come on fellas...Climb on the Bandwagon 
...with the Industry's “Top” SHOWMEN|... 


‘Step up your Advertising “tempo”... with 


Bigger Newspaper Ads...more Radio time!... 
Make a Big “Noise” from your Lobby, Front 
and SCREEN!...Plaster those highways and 
byways... with eye-arresting Lithographs 
that “Harmonize” with your sock campaign 


...and build up “volume” at your Box Office! 


4,Geti in “tune” with the times!...Get Back» | 
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Vienna Melodies 
original. But it doesn’t get in the 
way of light handling of picture’s 
story about twin sisters who are 
separated in infancy. One is adopted 
in Sweden, the other brought up by 
her musician father in Vienna, Both 
sing and both start crossing trails 
and confusing their boy friends 
when the Swedish twin comes to 
Vienna for study and the local gal’s 
cabaret and operetta appearances 
snarl] things up. 


Miss Mayerhofer plays the double | 


roles with a feeling for subtle differ- 
ences between twin Viktoria, whose 
upbringing is in wealthy Swedish 
home and Lily, whose poorer father 
helps her to a semi-pop singing ca- 
reer. When their respective suitors, 
Johannes Heesters and Fritz Gehlen, 
begin encountering their two girls 
in strange surroundings the usual 
complications pile up. But Heesters 
brings them together for a happy 
ending which includes some cleverly 
staged scenes with Miss Mayerhofer 
and an excellent duet of a Strauss 
waltz. She sings both parts. In an 
earlier church scene, she delivers an 


impressive Schubert-Gounod “Ave 
Maria.” 5 
Miss Mayerhofer, Jugoslavian 


born, is an engaging personality who 
hints U. S. potentialities after ac- 
quiring knowledge of English. She 
has sung in the Vienna State Opera 
and at Salzburg Festival. She is 
small but has a large and well- 
trained voice. She is not always 
photographed or dressed to best ad- 
vantage in “Vienna Melodies,” but 
these ‘failings are inherent under 
current Vienna shooting conditions. 

It’s noteworthy that “Melodies,” 
although most action is placed in 
present-day Vienna, makes no pleas 
= the beaten-up condition of 

ienna or the Viennese. Scenes of 
the city are made with affection and 
charm, concentrating on blooming 
trees in the parks, handsome archi- 
tecture and people who don’t look 
as starved and depressed as most 
real Viennese. Ewen the scripters 
have avoided giving comics refer- 
ences to food shortages or bombings. 

Direction and supporting players 
are more than adequate. 


film belongs to Mayerhofer. Is7a. 


Todo Un Caballere 


(“Every Inch a Gentleman”) 
(MEXICAN-MADE) 


Mexico City, Aug. 1. 

Ramex release of J. M. Noriega produc- 
tion. Stars Fernando Soler, Malu Gatica; 
features Gustavo Rojo, Julio Villarreal, 
ae Barrett. Directed by Miguel M. 
elgado. Screenplay, Salvador Novo; mu- 
sic, Gonzalo Curiel. At Cine Alameda, Mex- 
co City, July 30, °47. Running time, 
3 MINS. 





Conventional melodrama deals 
with a lad who’s on trial for a mur- 
der that actually was a suicide. 


However, a clever lawyer clears 
everything up to the satisfaction of 
all concerned. Thesping is credita- 


ble while Miguel Delgado’s direction 

is good on his first try of a script of 

this type. His other directing ex- 
rience was confined to a film for 
exico’s top comic, Cantinflas. 

Role of an autumnal gentleman 
who renounces love is carried with 
professional grace by Fernado Soler, 
one of Mexico’s best actors, 
shows neat versatility and humor in 


the part. Malu Gatica, Chilean siren, 
in the femme lead contribs a fine 


rformance and 


years. Grah, 





Admiral Nakhimov 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) ad 
Locarno, July 5. 


Mosfilm release of Poudovkino production 


Stars A. Diky, E. Samoilov, V. Poudovkine, 
Directed by 


A. 
D. 


Khohlov, P, Gaidebourov. 


Vassiliev; screenplay, I. Loukovsky 


camera, A. Golovnia and T. Lobova. At Le- 
95 


ecarno Film Festival. Running time, 
MINS. 





(In Russian; no English Titles) 


Much of what is usually found in 
Russian pictures applies to “Nak- 
himov.” It’s rich in fine photography, 
gripping battle scenes and — 
x 
about as dull a mouthful of Soviet 
ideology as might be forced on any 
It’s strictly for the arty 
and not much for them, 


acting. And simultaneously 


audience. 
houses, 
either. 


As shown in Locarno, the all-Rus- 
sian dialogue was relieved for the 
international audience only by short 
com- 
so noisily 
blended and ineptly written as to 
Every en- 
try and exit of the French voice was 
heralded by thumps and cracklings 
jn the sound track. Usually the com- 
mentator said only what was simul- 
taneously self evident on the screen. 
An unsatisfactory method as pre- 


spots of French 
mentary. 


language 
These were 


be practically no help. 


gented here. 


“Nakhimov” sets out to glorify the 
naval hero of Sebastopol in the 1853 
war against the British and French. 
Naturally the English, and second- 
arily the Turks are shown as ne- 


farious and treacherous enemies. 
Audience can easily draw any pres- 
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He 


j shows promise. 

ustavo Rojo is an adequate juve 
while Carolina Barrett rather over- 
plays her role of the romance-hungry 
woman who’s beginning to get on in 





ent day parallels 


It’s 
made clear that Nakhimov lost his 
war only because rottenness of the 
Czarist regime behind him weakened 
his forces and English spies ratted 


it wishes. 


on him, 

_After Admiral dies from a British 
rifle bullet on the ramparts of be- 
sieged Sebastopol, film’s closing 
scenes go into brief and uninforma- 
tive shots of modern Soviet war ves- 
sels plunging through high seas. Off- 
screen-voice explains that 20th cen- 
tury Soviet fleet and its sailors have 
inherited proud traditions of Nakhi- 
mov’s bravery. 

Performances are uniformly fine, 
with A. Diky turning in a strong 
depiction of a harassed but silent 
naval hero. No women are in the 
cast. R. Simonov, as a Turkish ad- 
miral, is likewise notable. Scenes 
of both land and sea battles are 
magnificently and lavishly staged 
with masses of extras and equip- 
ment. But in content it’s still un- 
relieved borscht-bright Red. Isra. 


The Singing House 


(“Das Singende Haus”) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
(Musical) 


Locarno, July 16. 
Koiiektiv Fiim production 
Features Herta Mayen, Hennelore Schroth, 
Susi Nicoletti, Paul Kemp, Kurd Jurgens, 
Hans Moser. Directed by Franz Antel. 
Screenplay by Aldo von Pinelli and Franz 
Antel; music, Peter Kreuder. At Second 
International Film Festival, Locarno, June 
30, °47. Running time, 120 MINS, 


—_— 


(In German; No English Titles) 
Another in the string of cheap and 
tasteless films which have emanated 
from the Vienna studios since the 
war’s end, “Singing House” won’t do 
much for itself or prestige of Danu- 
bian pix. In a futile attempt to 
bring out a comedy-revue combina- 
tion, it’s only near success is in pro- 
viding a framework for bright new 
tunes by Peter Kreuder as well as 
a reprise of some of his oldies. Fur- 
ther to he considered in its export 
possibilities is the fact that director- 
uthor Franz Antel remains chargea 


ut th | >y three western occupation powers 


‘ith wartime Nazi activities. Neither 
he nor film are cleared for showing 
except in the Russian zone since 
made under Soviet auspices in Mos- 
cow-seized Rosenhugel Studios, 
Vienna. Minor chances in U. S. arty 
houses. 

Story is the chestnut about the gal 
whose father is a classical musician 
and doesn’t approve of her falling in 
with some swing band boys. After 
customary tribulations gal (Herta 
Mayen) appears in a big revue sing- 
ing and dancing with such success 
that-dad is charmed out of his 
grouch. Almost all of first half of 
film is virtually all dialogue sans 
music. Whole show biz theme is 
dumped into closing half hour. 
Fuzzy sound job is no help. 

_ Acting is only so-so, even includ- 
ing Hans Moser, only local marquee 
name. Moser needs strong direction 
and didn’t get it here. Isra. 





In Those Days 
(“In Jenen Tagen”) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
Locarno, July 10. 
Mondial Film release of Helmut Kautner 


Production. Features Bettina Moissi, Win- 
nie Markus, Erika Kautner, Carl Radazz. 


Direction and screenplay by Kaurtner. At 
Second International Film Festival, Lo- 
carno. Running time, 95 MINS, 





(In German; No English .Titles) 

European films circles attached 

much interest to this first production 
from British-occupied zone of Ger- 
many. Reception at Film Festival 
was generally dissapointing. Little 
chance for it in U. S. Film is the 
story of an automobile. Using bat- 
tered remains of a once-smart but 
unpretentious German car as the 
story book, it reveals the.people who 
+} owned the jalopy from time it was 
purchased by the rich lover of an 
attractive femme (Winnie Markus). 
Shows how the car passes into wide- 
ly assorted ownerships. In almost 
every case the owners fall victims, 
physically, intellectually or profes- 
sionally, to the growth of Nazism. 
_ While the original lovers are driv- 
ing together they are stopped by the 
parade (1933) celebrating Hitler’s 
accession as Reichschancellor. An- 
other owner is a composer and pian- 
ist who may no longer appear in 
public because of non-‘Aryanism.’ A 
third has his business destroyed by 
Nazi hoodlums because of his Jew- 
ish wife. In the end, an SS officer 
using the car to flee the oncoming 
Allies is shot and the auto thor- 
oughly smashed. Throughout the 
picture’s action, cutbacks are punctu- 
ated with efforts of a couple of 
Wehrmacht veterans to _ salvage 
what’s usable from the wreck. 

Even with due allowances for 
material shortages (film was shot 
mostly in open air), starvation of 
actors and limitations of film shoot- 
ing in postwar Germany, there’s not 
much to be said in favor of “Jenen 
Tagen.” Dialogue is windy and 
philosophical to the point where oc- 
casional dramatic developments are 
thoroughly snowed under. Acting 
is poor, and direction and _ pho- 
tography even poorer, Isra, 





» 
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Albeniz 
Locarno, July 12. 

Argentina Sono Films production and re- 
lease. Features Pedro Lopez Lagar, Sabina 
Olmos, Amadeo Novoa, Guillermo Contreros, 
Marisa Regules, Carmelita Vasquez. Di- 
rected by Luis Cesar Amadori. Screenplay 
by Pedro Miguel Obligado: music by Al- 
beniz; musical direction, Guillermo Cases. 
At Locarno Film Festival. Running time, 
110 MINS, 





(In Spanish; English Titles) 
First major Argentine production 
sent abroad for straight film distri- 
bution, “Albaniz” is qualified to 
stand on its own. It’s a workman- 
like, well-acted, handsomely mounted 
music-biography of the Spanish 
composer Isaac Albeniz. Strikingly 
fiery piano and orchestra playing of 
Albeniz compositions (bétter known 
in U. S. than his name) as well as 
some Mozart and other classics lend 
distinction to this worthy film, This 
should get better than average re- 


turns in U. S. arty theatres, and 
might even go further if English 
titles are improved. As they are 


now, some vary from literal transla- 
tion to incogruows injection of what 
the writer thought were hot Ameri- 
canisms. 
Albeniz first is shown as a child 
prodigy who plays the piano so well 
at a recital that the audience 
charges an adult had done the 
playing from behind a curtain. The 
young composer-virtuoso is shown 
as the victim of a stern father whose 
tyranny drives him to South America 
and U. S. After lurid love affairs, 
including one with a castanet-click- 
ing, cafe tramp (Carmelita Vasquez), 
Albaniz returns to Spain. Cafe in- 
terlude offers chance for socko 
Spanish heel routine by Carmelita 
Vasquez, a sultry Latin looker. 
Back in Madrid the still youthful 
Albeniz breaks down resistance of 
Spanish King’s secretary by playing 
an uninvited piano solo. This gets 
him a scholarship at the Brussels 
Conservatory where he’s depicted 
os studies‘ for cafe life and 
girls. Nevertheless, he and some 
compatriots stage concerts in Paris 
which launch his bombshell musical 
career as pianist, composer and con- 
ductor. oncert presentations are 
magnificient. So are scenes with 
musical greats of the time. 
Pic closes with Albeniz, incurably 
ill, receiving one of France’s highest 
honors and peacefully dying. 
Pedro Lopez Lagar, as Albeniz, 
does a colorful and convincing por- 
trait of a doubting youth, an in- 
spired musician and a fiery lover. 
Other performances are more than 
adequate. All that might be asked 
is a slight shortening of film to elim- 
inate draggy moments. Musical in- 
terludes are frequent and good 
enough general to take up the 
slack. “Albeniz” disappointed none 
at its preem at Locarno. It should 
click with music-loving trade - U. S. 
sra, 


The Great Dawn 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 


Superfilm release of Scalera production. 


Stars Pierino Gamba; features Rossano 
Brazzi, .Renee Faure, Giovanni Grasso, 
Michele Riccardini. Directed by G. M. 
Seotese. English titles, A. V. Macaluso. 
Previewed, N. . Aug. 6, °47. Running 
time, 96 MINS, 

Pierino Gamba...eeceesseess Pierino Gamba 
Renzo Gamba....... Sovccece Rossano Brazzi 
Anna Gamba. ..cccccccscqsces® Renee Faure 
Oreste Bellotti.........-+-- Giovanni Grasso 
Don Terenzio.......se+0- Michele Riccardini 
Daisy ....seseee POT TTT iT Yvonne Samson 
WRU 26s cccecesvocevesess Fausto Guerzoni 
COOKY cecccscccccccccsccscescess Loris Gizzi 
Salesman oeccessccccsrsses Guglielmo Sinay 


(In Italian; English Titles) 

Starring Pierino Gamba, Italy’s 
nine-year-old musical prodigy, “The 
Great Dawn” will have moderate 
b.o. appeal for the art house trade. 
Film, which is scheduled to follow 
the grim “Open City” into the World 
theatre, N. Y., following a two-year 
run, Sept. 15, is built along more 


synthetic pathos and broad comedy. 
Although lacking in that continental! 
touch of realism, this offering is 
marked by general production finesse 
highlighted by an excellently record- 
ed score of longhair music. 

Plot revolves around conflict -be- 
tween talents of young Gamba and 
more materialistic goals of his grand- 
father, an industrial ‘tycoon who 
tyrannizes the boy. Latter, however, 
is secretly aided by a priest with a 
flair for music and comedy, who or- 
ganizes a fullscale orchestra for the 
kid to conduct at an open-air con- 
cert. In background, child’s parents 
are caught in a tragic swirl of events, 
with the father, an unsuccessful com- 
poser, taking a clown’s job in Paris 
and the mother unable to support 
her son. 

Melodramatic climax brings a su- 
gar-sweet solution, with the grand- 
father finally accepting the child's 
musical career and the parents hap- 
pily reunited as the moppet achieves 
a sensational success as a symphony 
orchestra conductor. Musical score, 
performed by the Theatro. deli 
Opera orchestra of Rome, includes 
selections from Beethoven, Schubert 
and Rossini, 

Thesping job by youngster de- 
volves mainly upon his Stokowski- 
like antics on the podium, which 
seem slightly overdone for a tyke in 
kneepants. Solid supporting perform- 
ances are turned in by Michele Ric- 
cardini, as the priest, and Giovanni 
Grasso, the grandfather. Renee 
Faure and Rossano Brazzi are both 
excellent in briefer roles, as the 
boy’s parents, and strike with genu- 





ine force in one sequence where 
Brazzi, with his clown’s grease paint 


conventional lines with artificial plot, 





still on, tenderly embraces Miss 
Faure upon an unexpected encoun- 
ter. Herm. 


Shoe-Shine 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 


Lopert Films release of Paolo W. Tam- 
burella production. Sters Rinaldo Smor- 
doni, Franco Interlenghi; features Aniello 
Mele, Maria Campi, Bruno Ortensi, Pacifico 
Astrologo, ‘Francesco De Nicola. Directed 
by Cittorio De Sica. Screenplay, Sergio 
Amidei, Adoifo Franci, C, G. Viola, Cesare 
Zavattini; camera, Anchise Brizzi; English 
subtitles, Herman G. Weinberg. Previewed 
in N. ¥. Running time, 98 MINS. 


GiUBOPPE oisccccosceccces Rinaldo Smordoni 
Pasqual® ..csccesevesees Franco Interlenghi 
Raffaele ....sse0s. bb cagecestbe Aniello Mele 
Arcangell .iccccccseceoessess Bruno Ortensi 
Vittori0n ...sees TT TTT Pacifico Astrologo 
oy) SPPPrrrrrry rrr r a Francesco De Nicola 
L’ADruZZese .rcccscoeeesss Antonio Carlino 
Glorglo ....cccccsecccerns Enrico De Silva 
RighetoOo .....ccccscscsess4 Antonio Lo Nigro 
Bieillawa ....cvsccccoscage od Angelo D'Amico 
BtaWlera 1.0 .ckeesene Geis t:0 =e Emilio Cigoli 
Avv. Bonavino ....cccecs Giuseppe Spadaro 
Commissario P 8, ....+.....Leo Garavagiia 
UBS! are er Luigi Saltamerenda 
Le Chiromante .....cissasee Maria Campi 
La Mamma di Giuseppe...Irene Smordoni 
Nannarella ..........+++++0++-Anmna Pedonl 


(In Italian, English Titles) 

A senselessly grim ending anu the 
depiction of brutalities which seem 
more an exercise of the director’s 
whim than an integral part’ of the 
story rob “Shoe-Shine” of its laurels. 
Otherwise, this Italian-made_ pic 
might well have garnered uniform 
critical hosannas for its superb act- 
ing and mature naturalism. Patrons 
who enjoy beating themselves may 
take a shine to it—but masochism as 
b.o. lure is a doubtful quantity. 

It starts off, smartly enough, as a 
sprightly picture of the manéuver$ 
of two Italian gamins to buy a horse 
for which they yen. In the near 
background are soldiers, Rome and 
sources of easy money as is their 
army’s easily blackmarketed equip- 
ment. And for a reel or so, the 
complex repercussions of their 
presence on these gamins and their 
elders make for informative and en- 
tertaining fare. 

But “Shoe-Shine” moves into the 
clink when the lads are picked up 
for handling stolen army merchan- 
dise and consigned to the local big 
house. When the iron doors clang 
shut, a general gloom settles over the 
pic as sufferings, harshness and mis- 
understandings drive the youngsters 
apart. Final, futile tragedy is the 
aecidental death of one moppet at 
the hands of the other. 

This pic makes a few feeble pass- 
es but fails completely to explain 
sensibly the needless brutalities in- 
flicted on the jail’s juvenile inmates. 
It might have been logically latched 
onto the war—but it isn’t, and the 
net is another —ee pic which 
could have localed any place in the 
world. As such it’s inferior to Hol- 
lywood’s more lavish inmate-and- 
keeper Stints. 

Rinaldo Smordoni and Franco In- 
terlenghi are topnotch in the lead 
spots as the two youngsters, Maria 

ampi plays superbly a bit part as 
a dowdy fortuneteller in the best se- 
quence in the film. All other roles 
have the magic touch, 

Lighting is uncertain and flickery. 
Direction on details are surefooted 
and carry a ring of verisimilitude. 
The trees are okay; it’s the forest 
that’s wrong. Wit. 


Pageant of Russia 
(Documentary; Color) 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 

Arikino release of Documentary Film 
Studios production. Directed by Sergei 
Yutkevitch. Camera, V. Bobronitsky, 8. 
Semyonov. At Stanley, N. Y., Aug. 9, °47. 

Running time, 50 MINS, 


“Pageant of Russia,” a drawn-out 
compilation of camera shots taken at 
one of the Soviets’ physical culture 
demonstrations in Moscow, has an 


appeal limited only to adherents and 
Russophiles in general. Its chief in- 
terest for the U. S. trade lies in its 
superb color, a new process invented 
by Soviet technicians which tints 
the screen warmly. 

Documentary has some impact as 
a brilliant spectacle with its mass 
processions and swirling flags of dif- 
ferent Soviet nationalities; but basic 
lack of variety in material soon dulls 
the senses. Working from unusual 
angles, crew of cameramen have 
managed to squeeze all the eye-fill- 
ing surprises out “of mass gymnastic 
drills performed with remarkable 
precision. Propaganda point is made 
sharply by the narration which 
streSses “the health and happiness” 
of the population, and the film gen- 
erally is a nationalistic display of 
martial strength. Cutting into the 
tilm’s action are the inevitable, 
countless shots of Generalissmo 
Stalin smiling benignly on the par- 
ticipants. Herm. 


English Films Sets 
New Los Angeles Outlet 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

British films get a new outlet in 
this area through a deal for firstrun 
showing of “Man From Morocco” 
and “Thursday's Child” at the Uclan 
theatre, Westwood. Deal was closed 
by Ben De Dici, western head of 
English Films, Ince. 

The other local British outlet is 





— 


H’WOOD BRITISHERS 
SILENT ON ‘RECALL’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 12, 

With a quartet of British players 
either en route to England or slated 
to leave shortly, other members of 
Hollywood's British colony are ret- 
icent in commenting on the report 
that Britain would call home her 
own stars to pep up production 
there. 

Cary Grant is in England huddling 
with Sir Alexander Korda on the 
film he’s scheduled to make there for 
the British producer. Rex Harrison 
and Lilli Palmer (Mrs. Harrison) 
are currently training east for de- 
parture to London. Former is slated 
to star in 20th-Fox’s “Escape.” 
Phyllis Calvert is due to return to 
her native England at the end of 
September after winding “My Own 
Truce Love” and Paramount. 


Peggy Cummins said she couldn't 
say anything now on the subject and 
declined further comment. She's 
under a long term pact to 20th. 
Deborah Kerr also refused to com- 
ment. She came here seven months 
ago and has just signed a seven- 
year pact with Metro. 


| English Prods 


Continued from page 3 
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art director Alfred Junge returned 
to England last month to map out the 
production after huddling’ with 
Metro studio toppers on the Coast, 
Ben Goetz, Metro’s managing direc- 
tor in Britain, also returned to Eng- 
land last month to supervise the 
start of operations. Film is to be 
produced by Sidney Franklin. 


Hal Wallis began production on 
“So Evil My Love” in England only 
recently. With the picture already 
before the cameras, he’s expected to 
complete it. Film, to be released by 
Paramount, co-stars Ray Milland 
and Ann Todd in line with the pol- 
icy mapped out by J. Arthur Rank in 
conjunction with Hollywood pro- 
ducers of using a half-British, half- 
American cast to give pictures drawe 
ing power on both sides of the At- 
lantic and help build up popularity 
of British stars in the U. S. 

RKO, which recently concluded 
filmization of James Hilton’s ‘So 
Well Remembered” in England, on 
a 50-50 participation basis with 
Rank, is also scheduled to lens 
“Ivanhoe” there on the same kind of 
deal. While RKO toppers have not 
decided yet, it’s believed probable 
they’ll follow Metro’s line by post- 
poning the film until the British 
situation is clarified. “Remembered,” 
co-starring John Mills and Martha 
Scott, will be released in the U. S. 
in the near future. 

Advance production unit from 
20th-Fox has arrived in England to 
lay the groundwork for filming 
“Escape” in that country. Whether 
that fil* will go through as plaffied 
has also not been decided. 





‘Escape’ Still On For England 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Production plans for “Escape” by 


+ 20th-Fox in England are still on, ac- 


cording to studio, with company hav- 
ing made no decision to halt pro- 
posed start later in month. Rex Har- 
rison, accompanied by wife, Lilli 
Palmer, left Sunday night for New 
York and are expected to embark 
shortly for England to take over star 
role in company’s first British post- 
war picture. William Perlberg, who 
will produce, has been in London for 
more than two weeks. Joseph Man- 
kiewicz is with him. 

Perlberg left here four weeks ag0 
for Britain to huddle with English 
trade unions on labor situation for 
the picture as well as on subject of 
whether Mankiewicz was agreeable 
to them as director of picture. This 
still remains unsettled, according to 
studio, with an English director to 
meg film if Mankiewicz is forced to 
bow out. 

Columbia has called off produc- 
tion indefinitely on “Royal Mail, 
which was to have been filmed 1 
England, because of the British tax. 
It was to have had an all-British 
cast and to have been directed by 
Alfred Hall. Col. is not setting any 
starting dates on future films until 
the British situation is settled. 


Buchman Quits Col. 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Sidney Buchman, Columbia pro- 
ducer, will check off the lot on com- 
pletion of his latest picture, “To the 
Ends of the Earth,” formerly titled 
“Assigned to Treasury.” 





five 





ihe Beverly-Canon theatre, cur- 
rently showing “The Great Handel,” | 
with “Dear Octopus” to follow. 


Buchman joined Columbia 


years ago as writer-producer ane 


\later formed his own production unit. 


. 
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Let's Wake Up Rip Van Wink 


Millions of bushels of food may rot in our fields this harvest 
time, instead of being available to the markets of the world 


— because of our short 








age of freight cars. Here is a way that 


thousands of cars can be freed for service—in a hurry. 


Axa you interested in the price of food? 
Does it give you a twinge to see those pictures 
of mountains of wheat piled on the ground 
and potatoes going to rot—when there’s a 
desperate world food crisis? 


The bottle-neck is our freight-car shortage. 
But thousands of cars could be freed by a 
single decision—if old-line railroad manage- 
ments would act. 


Don’t Blame the War! 


This is hard to believe, but it’s true: we have 
today only three-fourths as many freight cars 
in our country as we had twenty years ago. 
This shrunken fleet is now called on to handle 
the greatest peacetime traffic in history. And 
the war itself is not to blame for the shortage 
—for in no single year from 1925 to the start 
of hostilities did the railroad industry buy as 
many cars as it junked, Twenty years is a 
long time for even Rip Van Winkle to sleep! 


What Can Be Done? 


There is at least one remedy that can be 
applied at once—despite the steel shortage 
and other difficulties in ear-building. This 
remedy requires no new equipment, no period 
of time to work out—nothing but an act of 
management: 


Lift what appear to be agreements between — 


railroads that deliberately slow down many 
freight trains! 


Here is an example. There are eight impor- 
tant schedule routes by which you can ship ‘‘fast’* 
freight from California to Chicago. These routes 
vary in length as much as 450 miles. But, curi- 
ously, the time schedule for each of the eight is 
exactly 118 hours—and 30 minutes! 


Similarly, scheduled freight trains moving 
west over the important routes from Chicago to 
the Coast areas, despite great differences in ter- 
rain and mileage, take exactly 130 hours—on 
the nose! 


Is This Free Competition? 


Could it be that these schedules are fixed by 
agreement? That the trains which could be 


> 


i ii» ma 


Are old-line managements asleep while freight.trains creep at a snail's pace — by agreement? 


fastest are held back for the slowest—so that 
no road can have even the slightest competi- 
tive advantage? 


Railroad men know that, in many instances, 
a whole day could be cut off these schedules 
between California and Chicago—if manage- 
ments would simply order it. If that were 
done, on these roads and on others, it would 
ease the national car shortage at once! 


There is good reason to believe that by 
lifting deliberate freight slowdowns, on the 
roads that still practice them, we could pro- 
vide more cars this summer and fall than our 
shops can possibly build. And, at this critical 
time, every car that can be freed for service is 
desperately needed! 











A Call For Action! 


The next few weeks will be the most impor- 
tant ones in our food problem. Our wheat 
crop is estimated to exceed any previous 
record by 300 million bushels. Jt 7s even now 
being piled tn the fields—for want of cars. 


If you feel as strongly about this as the 
C&O does, write to your newspaper and 
your congressman. Do it today while it is 
on your mind. 


Ask them to stir up Rip Van Winkle—and 
tell him that time is short. Demand that our 
trains be scheduled not merely to suit the 
private deals of the railroads, but so that we 
can make the best use, for the whole public, of 
our shamefully depleted stock of freight cars! 


The Chesapeake and Ohio Railway 


Terminal Tower, Cleveland 1, Ohio 











e 
ei] 
ay 
; 7} 











24 PICTURES 


LARIETY 


Wednesday, August 13, 1947 





itt Watches Harris Chain’s Tryout 
On Junior Scale; Other Xchange New 


Pittsburgh. +¢ 
interest here 





his sons, will be opposifion to the 
fmerican, owned by Mrs. C, G. Red- 
ord. 


~~ ema 





Kearns Demands 


Continued from Page 3 


you can’t work here,” 


Kearns used the testimony of E. J 
Mannix, 
Manager of Loew’s, 











h vision in first-run scales by | 865 seats, 
re tevin first-run houses, | Would hold th 


and Senator, to provide is statement created 








om Partain, owner of the Ohio in| board for bouncing 


Cave-In-Rock, Ill, and Car] Humm, 











Special price for juniors, between|Prise. Tristates has played Metro 


Plan a new 500-seater there. chieftains, 





* tures for- years. And everybody 
the ages of 12 and 16. Previously | Pic ; 
adult Sein insions were applied {3 | wondered how an independent with 


this group. They still pay 40c. from Pong 3 theatre could yank such a 
Opening to 12:30 P.M., but after that |PTize film. 


until 5 o'clock it’s 40c. instead of 50c. a 
and at night 50c. instead of 70c. Bob Smith Allied Director 
All other first-runs here refused to Denver. 

go along on the policy, WB turning Bob Smith, Steamboat Springs, 
it down on the Stanley and Warner; Colo., exhib. was elected a member 
Loew's for Penn and Ritz and Shea/of board of directors of Allied 
for its Fulton. Similar downwaré re- Rocky Mountain Independent The- 
visions, of course, go in effect at/atres. As approved at a recent 
Harris nabe houses. Something’s meeting here, ARMIT’s new consti- 
















bound to happen, however, since in for a minimum of seven 
some Cases the neighborhood scale 
for juniors will be lower in down- 
town houses than in some sub- 
Ssequent-runs. Indies haven't in- 
dicated yet which way they’ll go, but 
in competitive spots with Harris sec- 
ond-runs they may be forced into a 
like scale. yaa 





Lippert Buys Rio 
Los Angeles. 

Robert L. Lippert, head of the 
Lippert chain and veepee of Screen 
Guild Productions, bought the Rio 

theatre, 600-seater in Rodeo, Cal. 
| Purchase increased the Lippert 
string in California and’ Oregon to 
36 houses. 

Al Keogh sold two Southern Cali- 
fornia film houses to Sam Sosna, 
former Kansas City exhibitor. Thea- 
tres are the La Paloma, Encinitas, 
and the Seville. Chula Vista, 





Allied te Fight St. Paul Tax 
Minneapolis. 

With an ordinance providing for a 
5% city admission tax on all amuse- 
ment places, including theatres, ap- 
proved by - Paul city council, 
North Centra] Allied and the Minne- 
sota Amus. Co. wil] circulate a peti- 
tion asking for a referendum on the 
tax, Bennie Berger, head of North 


Central Allied, announced. Tax also New Phoenix Drive-In 


Phoenix, Ariz. 


will be fought in the courts as : , 
inaliy the ordinance Setodtdea Sek | i wemlity D'esta, Theat ine, 
inally, the ordinance provided for a supplement "showcase. ’ . 


New open-air theatre is going up 
on a 20-acre field in the west end 
of town, under supervision of Gar- 
field Anderson. ‘ 


New Orleans Shorts Unit _ 
New Orleans. 
veteran distributor 
productions here, 
organized Pelican 
Start shooting its 


Jack Auslet, 
for independent 
claims his newly 
Picture Corp., will 
first short, Sept. 1, 

Ompany will produce Shorts deal- 
ing with New Orleans history, reli- 
gion, and Sports. Distribution will 
be via Astor Pictures, 

Initial film will be built around 
new Cajun Song “Arise,” with Irv- 
ing “Pinky” Vidacovich, loca] radio 
musician in lead. 


N..O: Wilby-Kincey Booker Quits 
Charlotte, N. ¢. 

Herb Schlesinger, booker for 
Wilby-Kincey here, resigned as of 
Aug. 16 and will move to New Or- 
leans, where he will be with the In- 
dependent Booking Office. 

Jack Kirby, southern district man- 
ager of Warner Bros., is here from 
Atlanta on business with Ralph Ian- 
nuzzi, branch Manager, 


UA Sales Meet in Chi 
Chicago. 





S. E. Theatre Owners Meet 
Miami, 
About 300 exhibitors and their 
wives are in Miami for annual con- 
vention of Southeastern Theatre 








Owners Assn. Conclave will run i , 
through Thursday (14), Convention a. aoe "Ralph Crambiet eeu 
hosts and co-chairman are George - : 


blet was appointed Chi district man- 
ager replacing Rud 
resigning after 20 years with the 
company. E. J. Stoller, Salesman, 
was upped to business Manager in 
Minneapolis. - 


Hoover (Florida) Paramount Enter- 
prises general manager, and Mitchell 

olfson, co-owner of the Wometco 
chain. Toppers heading list of film 
execs expected to attend include 
Barney Balaban and Spyros Skouras, 


Omaha Indie Claims ‘Hucksters’ 


D. Goldberg, 
State, Town and five nabes, 


orenz, who is 


Ill. Town Finally Gets House 
St. Louis, 
Delbert Wagner Prepping his new 
450-seater jn Crossville, Ill., for an 
early opening. town has been 
return from New York »| without a picture house for 20 years. 
Casually tossed a bombshell into lo- i eS Ausbrook, Flora, Iil., pur- 
cal show business, € announced | chased the Palace, West Salem, I11., 
he had purchased “The Hucksters” from Neil A. Bannister. 
and would play it in his State the- ; € new 400-seater, being erected 
im Auburn, II. by Ray Mitchell and 





atre. This downtown house has only 














Owners of three flicker houses, the After Mannix was 


nue. 
and nite 
from $60 to $500 per annum. Other 


means of settling the 


terest was to get a 





sales executives, led by sales veepee 
back at McCann 
tirely in hands of 
. Presidents of the unions, 
Sales meet in Toronto. 

Group Participated in discussions 
on Canadian sales problems and also 
huddled on those changes expected 
in the USS. under the anti-trust de- 
Huddles were conducted joint- At 
ly by Henry L, Nathanson, prez .of 
’s Canadian as- 
sociate, and Ted Gould, Regal’s gen- 


Standing.” 

“Up to Walsh” 
this 
Hutcheson’s 
brought up, 


responsibility 
McCann 


Walsh of IATSE 
discuss the matter across 
and straighten jt out.” He announced 
that local representatives of 
Conference of Studio Unions 


Accompanying Rodgers were as- 
sistant general salesmanager 
Aaron; homeoffice assistant Irving 
Helfront; Jay Eisenberg, liaison be- 
tween the legal sales depart- 


able to testify on Aug. 25, but that 


returned unserved., 


Mannix corroborated testimony, in 
giving complete history of studio 
labor trouble. by B. B. Kahane, vee- 
pee of Columbia. Kahane was on 
the stand from beginning of the ses- 
sion until late afternoon yesterday 
(11). Reading from a prepared 
Statement and answering questions 
by McCann, who quizzed him at 
length as to who made certain labor 
decisions, 8ave various orders and 
issued various’ directives, ending up 
with remark to Kearns that the 
“Taft-Hartley bill doesn’t cover 
enough ground and we need legisla- 
tion to clip wings of some of these 
men who have so much power.” Mc. 
Cann got a few laughs while ques- 
tioning Mannix when he asked if 
anyone working at Metro did not 
belong to a union. Mannix replied 
that he didn’t and McCann ex- 
claimed: “What, haven't you joined 
the teamsters union yet?” 


Hearing suffered somewhat from 
faulty Production, being held in a 
Small room so packed that even the 
air-conditioning equipment couldn't 
meet demands. During the morning 
even many of the witnesses, there 
under Subpoena, were forced to 
Stand. In the afternoon McCann 
Succeeded in ousting some of the 
spectators out of front row seats and 
accommodating witnesses, including 
Ronald Reagan, prexy of Screen 
Actors Guild: Fred S. Meyer of 20th- 
Fox, Herb Sorrell, y. Frank*Free- 
Man of Paramount, Charles Boren 
and Pat Somerset. Even then Ed- 
ward Arnold, former SAG prexy, 





was bought in the Name of West 
Coast Hollywood Theatres Corp., the 
Embassy in the name of Mid-Cali- 
fornia Properties, Inc., 
West Coast subsids, through C. J. 




















Sniderman RKO N. J. Chief 

dward Sniderman has been 
hamed division manager of RKO 
theatred in Trenton an New Bruns- 
Wick, N. J., last week by Sol A. 
Schwartz, RKO + theatres 
Manager, Lee Koken, manager of 
Keith’s Flushing, moves up to suc- 
ceed Sniderman as division manager 
of Manhattan group, including Ham- 
ilton, Coliseum, Regent and Alham- 
bra theatres, Sol Sorkin, of Keith’s, 
Washington, D. C., takes Over Ko- 
ken’s spot in Flushing, 





Wellman Plans Ohio Drive-In 































RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ———__ 


UNE HAVE - M: STEVEN: 
Rockefeller Center D | HAVER MARK STEVENS 


“I WONDER WHO'S 
KISSING HER NOW" 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
PLUS ON STAGE— 


SMITH ond DALE 
JOE HOWARD 
Extra! MAURICE ROCCO 


Cary Myrna Shirley 
GRANT LOY TEMPLE 
‘The BACHELOR and the BOBBY-SOXER’ 
An RKO Radio Picture , 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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TONY & SALLY 

De MARCO 

Ted STRAETER 
os once. 










































ROBERT ROBERT ROBERT 
- YOUNG: MITCHUM-RYAN hf ON SCREEN | IN PERSON 
"Caoss Ad | Thurs., Aug. 14 HENNY 
NRKO Ba ; a | WM HOLDEN YOUNGMAN 
» sees oan, SCIENTIFICALLY vOLE rerue races 2 fl Joon CAULFIELD woe woe 
od : E AND 
o 90am. a - “DEAR 
eee ee eeee SWAY & aon st. . ae ~ RUTH" Extra! 
EUGENIE BAIRD 
EE ala reo iastpnteeanene Te 
P SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents \ 
H ANNY KAYE - VIRGINIA MAYO! Pic Writer a Prof at Marietta 
i and the Goldwyn Girls in ! Marietta, O., Aug. 5. 


Secret Life Willer thy }} Sam Winters Ettleson, Holiywood 
{ The % My 4|film writer, has joined the faculty 
* TECHNICOLOR yal | Of Marietta College. 


He will be associate professor of 
Speech, drama and radio, 






















|| 8essmen with a 800d excuse to fight 








waited through the afternoon ses- 
sion perched on a window sil]. 


Settle 20-Fox % Suit 
Vs. Morris Theatres, II]. 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 


Ex-Vauder Now Theatreman 
Providence. 
Dan Valadon, formerly of Dan and 
Lora Valadon, vaude wire act. js 
now assistant manager of the Capitol 
there ea rrovidence, R. I. He started Settlement, for an undisclosed 
. amount, of suit 


brought against Mor- 
—rervm_____—_._ |Tis Theatres, Morris, I], by 20th- 
| | Fox, for alleged withholdin 
|| MPA Strategy 








& on per- 
} centage picts, was announced here 
last week. 


Similar suits by Paramount and 
Columbia are still unsettled, 





——e Continued from Page 1 


ally to those Congressmen known to 
the State Dept.’s policy of 








the film industry’s home state. 
MPA hopes to furnish these Con- 


Dembow-UA 


Continued from Page 5 


Schwartz & Frohlich, counse] 
Chaplin. Mills j 
Manager of 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers, for which 
lich are also counsel, which is how 
he was brought into the UA Picture, 
Grant is Miss Pickford’s attorney. 
Raftery was interim prexy of UA 
for Six years, until Sears replaced 
him last week, and is a member of 


| the State Dept.’s policy, which must 


an excuse can be used 
to combat proposed changes in the 
| loan agreement, Which wil] be 
| broached by a froup of English 
| Sovernment representatives due in 
| Washington within the next few 
| days, 

MPA is expected to have a job on 
its hands in getting its Point across 
| to the absent Congressional] leaders, 
VaRIETY contacted the Offices of the | 
two California Senators, Sheridan 


Downey and William F. Knowland. Demhow was recently named by 
both of whom are Out of town. Miss Pickford as her sales rep on 
| Neither office was at all familiar | filme she is making, He likewise 
with the tax or its implications. reps Boris Morros- William LeBaron’s 
Check of the offices of California Federal Films been in the 


Representatives revealed e 
lack of knowledge 


Same 
on the subject. 








to an American working man that 


vice-prexy and general 
Inc., as a back- 
his comments 
against Hutcheson and other union 


called to the 


dispute. Man- 
nix demurred that studio’s only in- 
job done, that 


bilgeapply tor hake weeded, inthe “our trouble is to find out which 
ciga ette “sales and pawn brokers. union jis te do the Job. There has 
never been any dispute in regard to 

Metro Aides Back From Meet wages and hours—the strike has 
Contingent of Metro homeoffice | been _ strictly jurisdictional.” He 


added under leading questions from 
that settlement “rests en- 
international 
” and that 
“all that stands in way is failure 
of union heads to reach an under- 


point the discussion of, 
was 
interpolating 
that “it is apparently up to Richard 
and Hutcheson to 
a table 


the 
had 
told him Hutcheson would be avail- 


the subpoena issued for him was 


the firm of O'Brien, Driscoll, Rafferty | can commodities. 


3 Big Matters 
Up at IA Meet 


Midsummer general exec board 
meeting of the Internationa] Allie 


eral niteries aré expected + test the j Stand late yesterday (11), Irving Ay a 

[ vettatty of a Pa jedinhces McCann, committee counsel, sought Meeting, which will be presided 
Passed last week by the town’s City|to lay the labor problem right in | over by international Prez Richard 
Council to increase municipal reve- his lap by asking him to suggest 


F. Walsh, wil] formulate IA’s attitude 
towards the Taft-Hartley legislation 
which affects the closed-shop agree. 
ments between the union and film in. 
dustry. 

. Number two agenda point before 
the board js @pproval of the Anglo. 
American plan for internationa] €X- 
change of film technicians. Walsh, re. 
cently returned from a trip to Eng- 
land, drew up the plan in conjunc. 
tion with Tom O’Brien, British na. 
tional] secretary of the Nationa] Assn, 
of Theatrical Kinematograph Em- 


ployees, and execs of the British 
Assn. of Cine Technicians Last 
Thursday (7), five members of the 
ACT arrived in the US under the 


exchange Provisions of the plan for 
work in Hollywood Studios in order 
to learn American film-making 
techniques, 

Third point will be 
;On the Hollywood jurisdictional 
Strike between the IA and the Con. 
hermes of Studio Unions to be made 
| 


4 *report 





by Roy M. Brewer, IA’s internation. 
al Coast representative. 
eously with the exec board meeting, 
IA’s New England district No. 3 
will hold ifs annual convention in 
Boston. 


ls 


Simultan- 








a 
‘Bootstrap Device’ 


Continued from Page 4 








American g00ds that were not im. 
posed on British Productions, “While 
the Trade Agreement,” the brief de. 
clares, ‘ j j 
an import duty upon importation of 
American films, it is submitted that 
it does not permit either nation to 
use the form of an import duty asa 


derived 
from their internal distribution and 
exhibition.” 


“The vice of the 
levy,” j 


of importation, 
but upon events occurring internally 
after importation.” In the present 
case, the brief charges that import 
duty as being “merely a nominal peg 
upon which to hang a levy upon 
earnings derived internally within 
the U. K.” E 


Quoting from the British-Ameri« 
can loan agreément of 1946, the brief 
States that the British Government 
pledged not to apply exchange con- 
trols so as to restrict transfers to the 
U. S. of British film rentals earned 
on American films. “These provi- 
sions,” it States, “represented the 
financial agree- 
»’ under which Britain received 
a $3,750,000,000 loan from the U. S. 
In face of this covenant. the brief 
| charges that the new levy was de- 
signed to “check the flow of remit- 
tances” by the more drastic means of 
taxing away the rentals. 

The method of taxation, the brief 
States, is “more drastic than ex- 
change controls, because blocked film 
rentals can at least be invested in 
Great Britain, but film rentals paid 
Over to the British Government in 
taxes are forever lost. It would 
scarcely seem that Parties which had 
agreed not to impose retrictions 













more severe 


In summation, the brief states that 
| ‘the core of the matter is that, unfor- 
| tunately. the British loan has proved 
| insufficient, in view of the rising cost 
| of tangible commodities purchased in 
j the U.S. But the proper answer to 
the problem is not to single out the 
American film industry by discrimi- 
natory taxation of its British earn- 
| ings in order to conserve foreign €X- 
| change for purchase of other Ameri- 




















U-FLY SYsTEm Anywhere in the U.S.A, 
$150 ist 24 hrs. — $100 2nd 24 hes. 
$50 3rd 24 hrs. — $25 es. 24 hrs. thereafter. 
170 M.P.H. CRUISING SPEED 
4 PLACE, PLUS BAGGAGE 


SEND NOW FoR APPLICATION 


LELAND AERO SERVICE, Riverside. Calif. 
24 Hr. Phene: Riverside 3335 
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What Price Prestige? 


Now that NBC, in its present enviable SRO state, avowedly wants 
to break out with a rash of public service-consciousness in a bid to 
match the prestige performance of its top rival, CBS, question intrig- 
uing the industry is how far the network’s new program veepee, Ken 
Dyke, will be permitted to go. 

It's recognized that Dyke has a particularly tough assignment. It’s 
not only a case of CBS having already established its prestige niche 
with its sock documentary shows, but, with network time completely 
sold out, the question arises: how can NBC justify its claims to em- 
bracing public service radio in a big way when only 11 p.m. to mid- 
night segments are open? The trade is not unmindful, too, of the 
fact that the public service avowals come within a few weeks after the 
network yanked its No. 1 public service program, the NBC Symphony 
Orchestra, out of its long-established Sunday afternoon time to make 
way for the Ford commercial. 

It’s generally agreed-that, if NBC means what it says, it will have 
no alternative but to fall in with the policy inaugurated last year by 
CBS—cancelling out commercial shows in prime evening time in 
order to expose its proposed public service programming to the widest 
possible audience, 


AFM Decision on A&C Musical Insert 
Watched as Guide to Co-op Shows' 


The trade is watching closely for 
the outcome of current talks be- 
tween ABC network and the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians con- If the American Federation of 
cerning the web’s bid to supplement Musicians lifts its present ban 
the upcoming Abbott & Costello co- on use of musicians on co-op 
op program with music. The mat- shows, it’s expected to pave the 
ter has already been taken up with way for nighttime co-op spon- 
AFM prexy James C. Petrillo, with sorship, via Mutual, of the top- 
latter tossing it into local jurisdic- budgeted “Kate Smith Sings” 
tional laps, in this instance the Los show. When last heard on CBS 
Angeles local, since the A & C show under General Food auspices, it 
will originate from the Coast. was a $13,500-weekly package. 

Up to now AFM has nixed musi- Currently the “Kate Smith 
cians On co-op programming, with Speaks” noontime show is heard 
result that network co-ops to date co-op on Mutual and her 15- 
have been pretty much restricted to minute disk jockey show with 
news commentary programs and|{ Ted Collins on WOR (N. Y.), 
gabfests. An AFMokay forthe A&C] slotted back-to-back with the 
program would thus give impetus to} noon gab session, is on verge of 
the whole co-op programming ven- sponsorship, station execs say. 


ture, opening up new avenues for 
* 
Sil- n-Line 


New Web Basis 











Kate Smith Twist 








ample, is anxious to hypo its J.obert 
L. Ripley co-op program with musi- 
cal inserts, but has been stymied by 
the AFM edict. 

If the musicians’ union nixes the 
deal, ABC will use a chorus on the 
half-hour weekly stanza. 





WOR’S TALENT 





FOUR-WAY PLAN 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


WOR in New York is in the pro- 
cess of blueprinting one of the most 


ambitious multiple-slanted programs | 


attempted to date aimed at develop- 
ment of new shows and talent. 


The move, inaugurated by station | 
prexy Ted Streibert, is cued to the | 


growing awareness within the indus- 
try that radio is in the economic hot 
seat; that unless new talent is found 
as a means of widening circulation 
economically for advertisers, the in- 
roads made since the war by news- 
papers, magazines and other media 
will become even more pronounced. 

Here’s how WOR, in a series of 
unprecedented moves, is coping with 
the situation: 

1. Station is embarking on an or- 
ganized talent hunt expedition into 
the grass roots sectors of the coun- 
try in a move which will enlist the 
aid of the nation’s radio editors. 


2. Station is enforcjng a policy of | 
selling its own programs; in effect | 
“freezing” all its daytime segments | 


| 


weve amo t oorcme eae Harry James On 


clear 
kicking around of programs before 


across-the-board to prevent 


selves and that have built a guaran- 
teed following. 


If an advertiser | sible for the renewed optimism. 
wants a quarter-hour or half-hour | en a Or | And that optimism is reflected 
time, he’s got to buy the show that’s | 


slotted there. Station says it will} 
limit its profit to 10% on program 
sales. 


gram selling, particularly WOR- 
built shows, station has inaugurated a 
“bonus system” for all salesmen 
which will cover more than a dozen 
shows. 

4. Taking 
newed 


its cue from the re- 
interest in talent-building 


| network shows such as the Arthur 


Godfrey “Talent Scout” program 
and the Eddie Dowling “Big Break” 
NBC stanza, WOR is prepping its 
own locally-slanted program to spot- 
light potentially-promising perform- 
ers. 

Talent-Search Division 


Dick Pack, WOR’s publicity chief, 


3. In a move to encourage ve 











New Program Brooms 

Within the span of a single 
month all the networks but 
Mutual have taken on new pro- 
gramming chieftains for a 75% 
turnover in creative network 
talent that will probably stand 
as a record for a long time to 
come. 

In almost successive weeks 
CBS announced appointment of 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., to the 
web's program post; ABC named 
Charles “Bud” Barry as succes- 
sor to Adrian Samish, and Ken 
Dyke moved into the No. 1 NBC 
program spot exited by Clar- 
ence Menser. 

Phil Carlin is Mutual's pro- 
gram veepee—“and we're very 
happy,” says the network. 











6-Hour Jockeying 


WMCA, Nathan Straus’ N. Y. indie, 


is making like it’s out to become} 





‘Info’ as Mutual Co-op? 
Mutual is after “Information 
Please” for its co-op lineup. The net 
and Dan Golenpaul, owner of the 
prestige package, who cut short a 
trip to Europe to talk over the deal, 


(Continued on page 35) 


Borden Pulls Plug 
On ‘Arthur's Place’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Borden is washed up with “Arthur's 





Place” and the mythical eatery shut- | first time that either network has 
12 broadcast. | 
with | seasonal basis. 
both show and its rating and has in- | way Army recruiting gridcasts (the 
structed Bill Lewis, radio head of ; West Point games and the 


ters after 
Sponsor 


its Sept. 
has been unhappy 


Kenyon & Eckhardt, to assemble 
another program, a musical. 

After first few weeks, Arthur 
Moore was replaced as chief comic 
by Jack Kirkwood, with Moore con- 
centrating on production. Show 
Plays out first cycle of 13 weeks. 
Billing, however, remains with K & 
FE, which took over the account from 
Young & Rubicam on the strength 
of its pitch with “Arthur's Place.” 


P&G BUYING 2 MORE 
DAYTIME SERIALS 





Procter & Gamble’s multi-million- | 


dollar bankrolling of soap operas is 
slated for further injection of coin in 
the fall with the addition of two 
more daytime serials to push the 
Company's comparatively new de- 
tergent, Tide. 


Benton & Bowles agency, which | 
as the account, already has a new | 
Soaper scripted by one of its own | 
staffers, Roy Bailey, chosen for one | 
of the Tide billings, and is shopping | 


‘or another. Big problem of course 
- find satisfactory network time 
or the two items, 

— also has just annexed P&G's 
fu ‘PSO soap account, which may 
arther add to the agency's radio 
billings, 
Bese, 


“Ke @OCSes terse e”% 











|go off during the 1ll-week football | 


For Army Shows 


NBC and CBS, which up to now 
have preferred to turn over cuffo 
time for the Army. Recruiting net- 
work shows, rather than accept 
coin, are ready to do an about face. 
The webs figure that, with all other 
media cashing in on the $5,000,000 
U. S. Government appropriation ear- 
marked via N. W. Ayer agency for 


has been designated by Streibert to. Baruch and wife, Bea Wain, and Joe 
head up the talent-searéh division. OBrien, with an _ early-morning 
As such he'll be in constant contact | “Music Box” sequence. Dorsey's re- 
with the radio editors of newspapers Corded disk jockey stint, teeing off 
throughout the country, enlisting Sept. 8, will be broken into two Mon.- 


their advice on local radio talent |through-Sat. segments, 10-11 a, m.! 


that might be ready for bigtime Nae 7-8 p. m. 

showcasing. Station realizes that it} Reported plan being mulled by the 
may incur the ill feeling of station | indie’s execs is to block-program its 
managers who might feel they're be- disk sequences into a solid six hours 
ing “raided,” and otherwise might ail» of such stuff. Around the sta- 


tend to put the Mutual affiliates in tion it’s claimed the Harry James) gropped as 


‘HUNT BLUEPRINT 


FIAFRT RARES Mutual's 14.87, Nosedive Keynotes 
4 Webs’ Overall 4.5%, Billings Slide: 


CBS May Wind Up Only 17, Behind 


* The story of what's been happen- 


ling, coin-wise, in radio during the 
first half of 1947 and has been re- 
sponsible for generating so much 
anxiety among web officials, is re- 
flected in the estimated billings for 
the networks for the first five 
months. 

It shows how Mutual, for exam- 
ple, took a 14.8% nosedive in gross 
time sales in comparison with last 
vear, with CBS 5.2% below its °46 
billings. The cumulative figure spells 
out an overall 4.5% tobogganing in 
} billings for the four webs, with the 
nosedive even more pronounced 
(5.4) for the month of May. 

Actually, however, the picture has 
changed considerably during the 
June-July-August period. Today 
NBC is sold out, with nothing left 
but station time. Despite its dras- 
tic drop in billings for the first half 
| of the year, CBS spokesmen say 
they'll wind up in '47 with only an 
approximate 1% drop in gross time 
sales from 46, with the new Camp- 
bell Soup, Coca Cola and Chestere 
field business principally 





respon- 


pretty much down the line at all four 
webs, although it would appear 
there’s a tough haul ahead for 
Mutual in the face of its 14.8% drop 
in biz for the first five months of the 
year. 





Estimated billings follow: 


Gotham’s No. 1 disk jockey haven. | : For May — 
|Having taken on Tommy Dorsey's | BS ald tacit $4,874,460 ~ 35 
new platter stanza for a total of 12, NBC ........... 5,596,654 — 3.4 
hours weekly, begint.iag in Septem- | ABC oes 3,628,602 "a 4.2 
, ber, the station now is on the hunt /* Soseeeee 1,909,309 —15.8 
| for two more disk jockeys. And one! pees fae Sgn ae aa 
,of them, it’s said, probably will be| Total . .$16,009,025 — 6.4 
oe of oe band-batoning rivals, | For First 5 Months 
| Harry James. 'CBS 95 997 RO Pu 
| Additions would give the indie ainBpc a o enc aan os 
total of six platter spinners and six | . ° 17468°756 a ry 
daily disking stanzas. Already twirl- | MBS i shih Mein 9.757 386 —148 
ing wax on WMCA's air are Andre; *****"*** a Meter ere on 
ee $79,780,735 — 45 


Menser, Biow Talk 
A Hiken Headache? 


Clarence L. Menser, 
NBC 


who was 
programming 


: ai i ‘ se | 
those towns in the doghouse, but deal is no further than the talk stage, veepee in the web's realignment of 





army recruitment, there’s no reason 
why they shouldn't get a chunk of | 
it, too. 

As result, both NBC and CBS may 
grab some of the Saturday afternoon 
football billings. It would mark the 


taken on sponsored 


Last year the two- | 


footbali on a | 


“Game 
of the Week”) went to Mutual and | 
ABC. Latter network presents a 
problem, however, because of its | 
Saturday afternoon Texaco spon- 
sored Metropolitan Opera broad- 
casts. So Ayer agency put in a bid 
to both NBC and CBS to accept the 
coin. 

Decisions in the case of both net- 
works will rest on whether they can 
line up the affiliates, since many of 
them sponsor football during the fall 
on a local basis. 

Change of heart won't affec either 
NBC's “Front and Center” on Sun- 
day night summertime show or the 
CBS “Sound Off” program, which 
will continue on the cuffo time 
basis. Because of limited budget. | 
the two other Army Recruiting | 
Shows, Guy Lombardo (Mutual) | 
and “Warriors at Peace” (ABC) will 





' season, 


j of bankrolling the stanza. 
, ; 


/ 44 Ae 


} 
' 


Knox Drops ‘Danfield 


ABC network losgs a client on 
Aug. 31, when the Knox gelatin out- | 
anc ennnsarchin of the “Danger 

tit GPUPS SPUMOVs ossspy VS Behe ive > 74 
Dr. Dantield” program. “Danfield” | 
z - 
is heard Sunday afternoons from 2 
to 2:30. 
Knox cancels out after a full year 


|of WOR will listen to transcriptions 


fers, announcers, 


,general shakedown 


i wise on tap. 


Streibert is going on the supposition | 
that no station would want to hold! 


back potentially promising talent or | e 
prevent them from hitting the big- | rif ter e Fin S 
time. ES 


=| Godfrey Satishes 


On the basis of talent selected Dy | 
Arthur Godfrey has put out the 


(Continued on page 36) 
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the radio editors, the Program Board 
of the’ talent—including newscast- 
singers, dramatic 
thesps, etc. — and those deemed, 





| worthy will be brought to New York , SRO sign, and on the basis of a new 


If they make the | deal CBS has just concluded with 
Chesterfield, it spirals Godfrey's in- 
come into estimated $500,000 annu- 
ally. 

The ciggie outfit is plunking down 


for an audition. 
grade they'll get their own WOR 
show, with prospecis of a full Mu- 





tual network buildup. 
der to bankroll the Godfrey morn- 
ing show on CBS clear across the 
board. Chesterfield had been pick- 


ing up the tab for the Monday, 


e. 6 9 | Wednesday, Friday stanzas and has 
inow decided on the _ five-times-a- 
] ower ve S | week whirl, 


| Godfrey’s Monday night “Talent 
Scout” show, after a year as a sus- 





While from all outward appear- 


an additional $600,000 a year in or-| of the sore spots in the multiple 


top shelf execs, is considering, 
among several other propositions, a 
bid to join the Milton Biow agency, 
As yet, however, Menser is refrain- 
ing from any commitments. Specu- 
lation as to where Menser would go 
after his longtime NBC. affiliation 
has been rife since announcement of 
his exiting. 

If a Biow deal is consummated, it 
| would raise some interesting points, 
| particularly in regards to the 
agency’s Milton Berle - Eversharp 
show heard on NBC’s Tuesday 
nights. The Berle show, scripted by 








Nat Hiken, who has also been Fred 
Allen’s chief scripter, has been one 


| NBC censorship wrangles during the 


| 





ances things have settled down to a/tainer, is now bankrolled by Lipton | 


calm at NBC in the wake of the ex- Tea. In addition his early morning 
ecutive realignment, there’s still con- | WCBS show has a flock of par- 
siderable speculation as to the “lower | UC!pating sponsors. 
level” personnel shifts that are re- a ae 
ported pencaing CBS’ F P . t AQ’ 
These will probably take place. | ear egins a 
particularly in the programming | 
division now headed up by Ken $s at work on next fall's schedule and 
Dyke, and in Harry Kopf’s sales sta- /has slated as an October presentation 
tion relations departments. Nothing |an ambitious 60-minute program 
drastic is contemplated, but in the !tabbed “Fear Begins at 40.” 
there will be Perl will script. 
divisional revamping 0: personnel. Documentary will delve into the 
And with prexy Niles Trammell | economic, psychological and emo- 
and exec veepee Frank Mullen on tional problems of people over 40, 
top of the NBC television opera- and how they fit into a_ society 
tion. video developments are like- | which makes no provision for the 
vast majority of middle-aged. 


] 


| 


| 


again 
CBS’ Documentary Unit is already | 


past season. And it’s considered as 
pretty much of a certainty that a 
Menser alliance with Biow would 
automatically result in Hiken’s de- 
cision to scram the Berle show. 


KREML RETURNING 
TO MUTUAL FOLD 


Krem], which once was respon- 
sible for a hefty chunk of Mutual’s 
billings via its sponsorship of Ga- 
briel Heatter  cross-the-board, is 
embracing the Mutual fold, 
now that is has decided to abandon 
bankrolling of “Sherlock Holmes” 


,on ABC, 


Arnold ! 


| cross-the-board Billy 


There'll be a decision this week 
on Kreml's new programming setup, 
being handled through Erwin Wasey 
agency. Looks like clfent will nick 
up the tab on the 60-minute Martin 
Block disk jockey ride on Mutual 
and is also mulling the five-minute 
Rose _ night- 


‘time show. 
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NBC Poll Reveals Wide Acceptance 
Of Disk Shows by American Stations 


NBC, which shudders at 


the + 





thought of contaminating its net- 
work lines with plattered programs, 
freely admitted on the basis of a 
survey by its Radio-Recording Divi- 
sion this week that transcribed 
shows have wide general acceptance 
with local stations and that, in fact, 
there currently exists a market for 
approximately 7,200 full-year waxed 
program series, 

Strong dependence upon e.t.’s for 
a good share of their programming 
was disclosed by station and com- 
mercial managers of 1,015 stations 
polled. The questionnaire, first of its 
kind undertaken by the NBC Radio- 
Recording Division, was sent out 
early this summer in a view of de- 
termining what kinds of shows com- 
mercial managers think they can sell 
to local advertisers and how migh 
they will pay for them. Stations 
were asked to indicate the degree of 
their need for 31 types of programs. 

Results show musical shows out 
front in preference with 31% of the 
votes, dramatic shows second with 
27%, variety programs third with 
22%, and juvenile series fourth with 
20”. 

Stations emphasized, however, that 
while they offered a large market 
for syndicated programs, costs have 
got to be in the low-budget brackets. 
In a word, the stations want shows 
of network type and quality, but at 
a cost within the means of local ad- 
vertisers. 

Total of 74% of the stations re- 
ported they could pay from $1 to $5 
per quarter-hour show; 18% said 
they could pay $6 to $10, and 8% 
from $11 to $25. For half-hour 
stanzas, 57% would pay from $5 to 
$10, 22% from $11 to $25 and 21% 
from $25 up. 

Kid Programs Sought 

Programs for children 3 to 8 years 
old were wanted by 69% of stations, 
the other 31% saying there’s no mar- 
ket for this class of show. Five- 
minute programs were desired by 
60% of the stations. 

As for length and frequency. of 
shows, most stations .wanted 15- 
minute airers either three or five 
times weekly and half-hour shows 
once a week, with series running 52 
weeks. 

While 62% of the stations liked to 
have the announcer on ‘the platters 
give lead-ins and follow-ups for 
local commercial announcements, 
30% didn’t like this procedure and 

% had no preference. 

Laughter and applause from 
studio audience on waxed stanzas 
was preferred by 61%, while 21% 
didn’t want it and 18%, while 21% 
didn’t want it and 18% were indif- 
ferent. ‘ 

Execs of NBC-RRD say they ex- 
pect to use the survey results in 
helping them ‘chart future produc- 
tion plans of the division. 


Heidt Cutting Amateur 
Show as Philip Morris 





‘Ignorant’ Replacement 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Horace Heidt cuts a record of his 
new amateur show at CBS Saturday 
night and if it passes muster with 
network, agency and client (Philip 
Morris), it will replace “Pays to Be 
Ignorant” next month. 

Plan is to travel show and use 
local talent at each stop. 

Each week winner will be carried 
over until eliminated by studio audi- 
ence applause. Heidt will also play 
theatre dates with unit of best talent. 


FRANCES WILDER EXITS 





CBS FOR COAST JOB 


Frances Farmer Wilder is exiting 
the CBS fold. The network’s con- 
sultant on daytime programming 
since 1944, she will step out of her 
present job Sept. 1 to become direc- 
tor of the West Coast division of 
Social Research, Inc., a firm special- 
izing in industrial and human rela- 
tions. 

Miss Wilder, who also is prexy of 
the Assn. of Women Broadcasters, 
also is expected to resign from that 
office concurrently with her de- 
parture from CBS. 

New job will take Miss Wilder 
back to her old stamping grounds, as 
she was educational director of 
Columbia’s Pacific Network for six 
years prior to being brought east 
as daytime programming consult- 
ant. 
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STANDARD OIL OF IND.’S 
806 GRIDCAST SKED 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Standard Oil of Indiana will spend 
around $80,000 on football broad- 
casts this fall. The schedule calls 
for 65 college and pro games over 11 
stations. Deals were set through 
McCann Erickson here. 
Refiner’s setup of games, outlets 
and play-by-play callers as com- 
pleted last week is as follows: 
Chicago Bears: WIND, Chicago, 
WQA, Moline and WDZ, Tuscola, 
Ill.; Bert Wilson. 
University of Michigan; WJR, De- 
troit; Don Wattick. 
University of Minnesota; WCCO, 
Minneapolis; Halsey Hall. 
University of Iowa; WHO, Des 
Moines; Dick Yoakam. 
University of Nebraska; 
Omaha, KOLT, Scottsbluff, 
KODY, Cody, Wyo.; Tip Saggam. 
Notre Dame, University of Mis- 
souri and others to be determined 
up to 100 games; KMOX, St. Louis; 
Gene Claussen. 
University of Colorado; KOA, Den- 
ver; Starr Yelland. 
Buyers of broadcast rights report 
that in a good many instances the 
college athletic directors are asking 
as much as 60% more than they 
have been getting for the remotes. 
Reason they give for the sharp tilts 
is that their teams are up to full 
prewar strength and that the public 
interest in football will be greater 
than ever this coming season. 


NAB Sets AFRA 
Code Talk Reps 


The National Assn. of Broadcasters 
has named its members to the in- 
dustry committee to study mutual 
problems arising out of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists net- 
work code. No meetings have yet 
been scheduled for the group, which 
will deal only with general matters, 
with no authority to act on specific 
issues. The committee was created 
under the compromise agreement 
breaking the stalemate and averting 
a possible strike during last year’s 
AFRA-Network code negotiations. 


NAB reps to the committee, ap- 
pointed by prez Justin Miller, are 
Harry LePoidevin, of WRJN, Ra- 
cine, Wis.; George J. Higgins, of 
KSO, Des Moines; Linus Travers, 
WNAC, Boston, and George M. Bur- 
bach, of KSD, St. Louis. AFRA 
representatives, previously nameg, 
are George Heller, executive secre- 
tary, and Claude McCue, Ray 
Jones, A Frank Reel, Clayton Coll- 
yer, House Jameson, Jesse Messitte 
and Alex McKee. Network reps are 
Robert Swezey, of Mutual; Ernest 
De La Ossa, of NBC; Joseph A. 
McDonald, of ABC, and Frank White 
of CBS. 


wow, 
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A PARADOX, A PARADOX! 


FCC Guy Holds Radio Stocks Till 
FCC Gets On Its Socks 





Washington, Aug. 12. 

Strange paradox of an FCC Com- 
missioner holding stock in a radio 
station request was resolved here 
last week when acting Chairman 
Rosel Hyde accepted amendment of 
the setup of the Northwestern Ohio 
Broadcasting Corp. of Lima. The 
amendment provided for withdrawal 
of newly appointed FCC member 
Robert F. Jones as stockholder in 
the Lima bid. 


Amendment also dropped name of 
Edward Cooper, communications 
consultant to the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee. Cooper was 
director of the corporation but 
dropped out when he decided to stay 
on with the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee after the Repub- 
licans swept into power. Cooper is 
a close friend of former Congress- 
man Jones and, according to Jones, 
taught him all he knows about the 
broadcast field. Cooper also worked 
closely with Senator Wallace White 
on new radio legislation introduced 
this spring. 

At the same time, the FCC skedded 
the Lima bid for hearing here Aug. 
28 along with the mutually-exclusive 
applications of the Sky Way Broad- 
casting Corp. and WOOP, Inc. 








Versatile Voice 


DAN ALLISON 


He owns one of KLZ’s listenable 
voices, is heard delivering commer- 
cials, reciting the news and emcee- 


ing studio shows. 
KLZ, DENVER. 


—--— 


‘Show of Week’ 
Decks Cleared: 
AFRA Gives Nod 


Don Stauffer’s pgoposed “Show of 
the Week” radio series, reported in 
last week’s Variety as in the pre- 
liminary stage, has been virtually 
sewed up. The idea has been offi- 
cially approved by the American 
Federation of Radio Artists national 
board and more than a score of the 
top kilocycle stars have agreed to 
participate. 

The setup of the series is for the 
sponsor to pay $2,500 a week to the 
AFRA treasury, and pay the talent 
of each program three-quarters of 
its average fee, with a maximum of 
$15,000. Thus, the sponsor would 
make money on the operation when- 
ever the regular talent cost of the 
selected “best” program costs over 
$10,000 (nearly all the top shows 
cost considerably more than that), 
and the top talent budget for the 
series would be $17,500 net, includ- 
ing the AFRA fee. For that expendi- 
ture the bankroller would be getting 
top names in the officially-desig- 
nated off stanzas. ; 


One of the vital gimmicks of the 
plan was set when the AFRA board 
agreed to the formation of a joint 
committee, to,which the union will 
appoint representatives, to help ob- 
tain sponsor clearance for the par- 
ticipation of the various top stars, 
and otherwise assist on the series. 
This and the other aspects of the 
plan were presented to the AFRA 
board by Stauffer, just before his 
departure for the Coast. However, 
the ad exec has not yet revealed 
which of the Sullivan, Stauffer, Col- 
well & Bayles clients has agreed 
to underwrite the series. 

The program is to be a live, not 
recorded, repeat of a regular broad- 
cast, thus eliminating the necessity 
for more than minimum script re- 
write or extensive rehearsal. Jack 
Van Nostrand, head of the Coast 
office of SSC&B, will be the agency 
contact on the joint committee and 
Nat Wolff will be liaison between 
AFRA and the agency. 


Stauffer is reported to have al- 
ready obtained promises of coopera- 
tion from Jim and Marion Jordan 
(Fibber & Molly), Bob Hope, Jack 
Benny, Eddie Cantor, Abbott & 
Costello, Ozzie & Harriet, Ed Gard- 
ner, Edgar Bergen, Red Skelton, 
Ralph Edwards, Dick Haymes, Burns 
& Allen, Hal Peary, William Bendix, 
Jack Carson and Lionel Barrymore. 

Meanwhile, AFRA still hasn't 
decided how it will use the $97,500 
annual income (39 weeks at $2,500), 
but the union is said to be leaning 
toward the establishment of some 
sort of welfare and pension fund 
for its membership. 


4 b] 7 7. e 
Meeks’ in Sustaining Bow 
Chicago, Aug. 12. 

“Meet the Meeks,” which the Swift 
Co. starts underwriting on NBC Nov. 
8, will probably get a sustaining ride 
‘at the network’s expense, beginning 
Aug. 23. Jules Herbevaux, program 
chief of NBC’s Chicago division, is in 
|New York discussing the proposition 
| with the network’s sales and pro- 
gram hierarchy. 

Les Weinrott, who sold “Meeks” 
through J. Walter Thompson, would 
be in on the production of the sus- 














tainer during the warmup interval. 


| these stations. 


Coast’s KOWL Makes Debut in Dead Air 
Setting As Result of Union Squabble 
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BANNISTER MOBILIZES 
AFFILFATES VS. NBC 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Group of NBC affiliates, chair- 
maned by Harry Bannister; of WWJ, 
Detroit, voted at a meeting in 
Chicago last week to canvass the 
network’s 125 affiliated stations on 
what they thought ought to be the 
agenda when they get together at 
the Claridge hotel, Atlantic City, 
Sept. 11, prior to the NAB conven- 
tion. The gathering last week was 
an informal one, and it was agreed 
that in the matter of topic selection 
for AC it would be better to let the 
overall affiliates suggest them than 
blueprint them in advance. 

The group that met in Chicago 
last week consisted for the most 
part of the NBC affiliate committee 
that organized some months ago to 
oppose NBC’s proposed new rules 
for chainbreak announcements. That 
committee made its report and dis- 
banded three months ago. Following 
last week’s meeting, Walter Damm, 
of WTMZ, Milwaukee, who was 
among those present, said that he 
considered the network’s idea on 
chainbreak restrictions as “just a 
dead horse.” The plan called for 
limiting chainbreaks on NBC sta- 
tions to one per hour. 


Mutual Cops 
Saratoga Race 


Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 12. 

Mutyal got a lucky break over 
NBC here Saturday (9) in the radio 
coverage of the 20th running of the 
rich Whitney Stake. Because of two 
foul claims on previous races during 
the day, the main event, scheduled to 
be run at 5 p.m., was moved back 
to 5:20, so NBC was unable to clear 
the network in time and had to pass 
up the broadcast. Thus, Mutual had 
an exclusive, with the pickup made 
through Station WABY, Albany, 
with chief engineer Al Sardi and 
Harry Hults at the controls. 

Clem McCarthy and Tom O’Brien, 
who were present to handle the 
event over a 158-station NBC hook- 
up, did not learn of the postpone- 
ment until 4:35 p.m. They hurriedly 
phoned the network brass in New 
York, suggesting that Edwin Tom- 
linson’s news stanza be moved up to 
5-5:15 from its regular 5:15-5:30 spot, 
and the race broadcast be switched 
to the latter segment. But there was 
insufficient time to arrange the 
shuffle, NBC execs said. 

McCarthy protested violently to 
the Saratoga Racing Assn. officials, 
arguing that the between-races in- 
terludes should be_ telescoped 
enough to ‘permit the starting of the 
Whitney Stake at 5 o’clock, as orig- 
inally scheduled. But the racing 
bosses ruled that in the interests of 
the track patrons they could not 
do so. McCarthy blistered at what 
he said was the first time in 18 years 
of racecasting that he had made a 
futile trip to the course. He flared 
even higher when the Whitney was 
actually run off, when the outsider 
Rico Monte beat Gallorette and the 


(Continued on page 37) 


CHI WIND TO TAKE OVER 
MIDWEST BASEBALL NET 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

WIND, Chicago, will take over 
the business operation of the Mid- 
west Baseball Network at the end 
of the current baseball season. The 
hookup, which consists of 11 Mich- 
igan stations, is under the manage- 
ment of Syl Aston. 

An innovation at the time, the 
MBN has for the past couple of 
seasons been feeding the Chicago 
Cubs play-by-play baseball games to 
WIND, which holds 
the radio franchise fer the Cubs’ 
games and set up the network un- 
der Aston’s direction, has the fol- 
lowing co-op arrangement with the 
11 Mich outlets: for each game the 
stations are required to give two 
free announcements to Old Gold and 
Walgreen, which co-sponser the 
games on WIND; the stations sell 
two local announcements and to pay 
for the costs of the line the net- 
work sells four announcements to 











national advertisers. 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

KOWL, neW 5,000 watter, was off 
air 12:30 noon Sunday for two-and- 
a-half hours, 30 minutes after the 
start of a celebrity-laden dedicatory 
program. Dead air resulted when 
four members of Local 45, IBEW, 
walked off the job. Program, hail- 
ing birth of the new indie, resumed 
at 3 and ran till 6:45 (regular sign- 
off time), when non-union help 
were brought in to throw switch, 
according to IBEW — spokesmen. 
Station is slotted at 1,580 on the dial. 

Owner Arthur H. Croghan, through 
a spokesman, said he was holding 
contract negotiations as late as 11 
p. m. Saturday, and was given no 
warning of shutdown. Said he has 
hired only union help, and has no 
intention of operating a non-union 
shop. He charges IBEW and AFRA 
of “trying to force a contract that 
would work to very great disadvan- 
tage to a brand new station, mak- 
ing it run at a loss.” 

Unionists had another story. They 
reported that the station went on the 
air July 30 with part union, part 
non-union crew. Transmitter help 
union claimed but studio help com- 
pletely non-union. Talent partially 
non-union. No agreement could be 
reached between Croghan, IBEW 
biz agent Roy Tindall, AFRA biz 
agent Claude McCue on wages, 
hours, working conditions up to Sat- 
urday night. Negotiations were re- 
sumed after station was off air, but 
broke down again. 

Unionists stressed walkout was 
strictly voluntary on part of four 
electricians who reportedly want no 
part of non-union organization, and 
is not a strike. In middle is Gene 
Autry, understood to be one of sta- 
tion’s heaviest investors, a four-card 
man, AFRA, SAG, AFM and AGVA, 
Autry is being sought by unionists 
for a showdown with Croghan. 


RWG NAMES STABILE 
AS EASTERN EXEC-SECY. 


James Stabile, an attorney who 
has recently been working on liter- 
ary and dramatic contracts in the 
Authors League of America office, 
has been appointed eastern regional 
executive-secretary of the Radio 
Writers Guild. He succeeds Michael 
Davidson, who takes over a similar 
assignment with the western re- 
gional office, in Hollywood. Jean 
Pettus continues as midwest re- 
gional exec-sec, headquartering in 
Chicago, and Roy Langham remains 
as national exec-sec. ~ 

Before entering the armed serv- 
ices, Stabile was associated with the 
office of Sidney Fleisher, Author’s 
League counsel, 


Chevalier Show Set For 
Radio Lux Preem Oct. 2 


Paris, Aug. 7. 

Sales of French language time on 
Radio Luxembourg is now over the 
85% mark, with signing of 10 new 
sponsors for September and October 
start on the network. Most of the 
new airers are 15-minute shots, ex- 
ception being Perecygne, manufac- 
turer of domestic dyes, with a five- 
minute spot every second day at 7 
a.m. 

“The Roger Variety Show.” star- 
ring Maurice Chevalier, a half-hour 
program, is set to commence Oct. 2 
for 13 weeks. Gallus, already on the 
air with “Secrets of Champions,” & 
weekly sports feature Wednesdays 
at 8:35 p.m., will sponsor a second 
series, a musical show with Pierre 
Ferrari, Montmartre cabaret celeb, 
as the star. 

Matho and Egsa, two of the lead- 
ing wine-makers of France; Dr. 
Pierre dentrifice, and Coq Hardi, a 
children’s magazine, are among the 
other new sponsors. 











Howard Vice Cavallaro 
For ‘Sheaffer Parade’ 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Eddy Howard takes over the Car- 
men Cavallaro spot on the “Shaeffer 
Parade” over NBC, Sunday, Sept. 
14. Show will feature Howard as 2 
vocalist, plus his orchestra. First 
three broadcasts will originate from 
Coast and then program will move 
to Chicago. 

After first of the year stanza will 
air from wherever Howard will be 
playing. Contract is for 52 weeks, 
with the usual 13-week options. 

Howard is currently at the Ambas- 





sador in Los Angeles. 
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RECORDED SPOTS TAKE BEATING 








LS/M(ghty) Funny) Tune 


This is the sequel to the “Case of the Man Who Knows,” the bass 
drum and the Lucky Strike commercial. It started about six weeks 
ago when Foote, Cone & Belding execs kicked up a considerable to-do 

about laying their hands on a 30-inch bass drum on behalf of its 
LS/MFT client. 

For the better part of a day there were consecutive huddles with 
NBC programming and sales execs, a desperate but futile attempt to 
persuade the network to relinquish its NBC Symphony Orch bass 
drum so that it could be flown to the Coast; a store-by-store hunt 
throughout N. Y. city and in Chicago, and finally the locating of the 
instrument on the Coast—the one that’s been heard for the past month 
and a half as accompaniment to the “Man Who Knows” commercial 
copy,-and which finally disappeared from last Sunday's (10) commer- 
cial on the Jack Paar show. 

FC&B says there won't be any more drum; that it was just an 
experiment that fizzled. 


FCC Repeats Warning Vs, Sale Of 








Station Time Blocks to Ad Agencies : 





Washington, Aug. 12. 


Another warning was issued yes- | ; 

ferday (Mon.) by the FCC against WII s 1656 Crawford Deal 
radio stations delegating responsibil- e 

ity for material broadcast over their | WJZ, N. Y. facet of ABC, hooked 
facilities, The statement was not an | Oto a choice chunk of billings last 
expression of new policy, but rather week with the signing of Crawford 
an emphasized reiteration of long- | Clothes, via Al Paul Lefton agency, 
established Commission philosophy. to * jynaed raga ict tl Edi- 
Its theme ran through the Blue Book |¥0" an artin Agronsky cross- 


the-board stanzas for the next 52 
i by the FCC more than a year velhanee: 


ee ° : Time cost alone for the 10 quarter- 

The Commission did ne cite a hours weekly amounts to $165,000 
stations or commercial firms in its for th ae 
warning, but announced merely that en ae | Sea 

it “recently received information” 

that “several” contracts had been 





b + ° 9 
signed for the sale of blocks of sta- 00 i S SICS 
tion time to advertising agencies. 


The statement said that “the latter 
in turn sold the time to participating 
sponsors, arranged the programs for 
certain periods, selected the talent 
when used, and in some instances 


(Continued on page 34) 


Schwerin Pre-Test 


As Summer Cure 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Summer radio is not being sold 





tistics on this very point. There is 


e even a Hoopgrreporting word for it, | 
i‘*Radio’s Recruiting Efficiency.” It 
Ww is defined as the percentage which 


is listening to the radio in the Avail- | 
Horace Schwerin’s  pre-testing- | able Homes (where someone is_ 
while-you-wait system of analyzing | home, not “on vacation” and an- 
like a solid fixture at NBC. Network | 1947, Evening Recruiting Efficiency 
this week renewed its contract with | Stood at 41%. For July 30, 1937, the 
Schwerin, who began testing NBC | figure was 26%. . While this abrupt 
shows a year ago. New pact ae | (Continued on page 38) 





| short by the Hooperating’s failure | 
to measure resort audiences. Let's | 
look ,at the record. We pu)lish sta- | 


ACSIONAL BI 





Chi@ago, Aug. 12. 

The recording of spot announce- 
jments by regional advertisers hag 
fallen off at least 75°; since March 
of this year when the new AFRA 
rates became effective 

Agency and recording executives, 
|} who seemed pretty much agreed on 
|} this estimate when 
} week, did point out, 
| the jacked-up rates h 


canvassed last 
however, that 


advertisers. Radio's loss of these 
}small regional advertisers who de- 
Cé one when the rates when up 





Say the agency men, the smalitown 


newspaper's gain. 


nouncement picture has cut — 
reid “se income of AFRA nie sh, 
as the recording studios and | 


 eveval small ad agencies. Most of | 


the major national advertisers do 


their spot cutting in New York and | 
the Coast, and what prosperity the | 


joint Chicago factors have enjoyed 
the past seven years from recording 
work has been in the mdin from 
midwest distributors, such as bakers, 
packages groceries dairies and brew- 
eries. Theirs was the use ofa limited 
number of stations and so long as thé 
recorded jingle and dramatized 
commercial had an economical angle 
these small regional victualers kept 
sticking along with radio from year 
to year. 

The blow to this type of business 
wouldn’t have been so sharp, the 
|recorders say, if the AFRA tilt 
hadn’t come at practically the same 
| time as the AFM boost in rates 50% 
| for transcriptions and about the time 
| when easy advertising money was 
leveling off. Another facet ‘that 
seemed to scare off the regional ad- 
vertiser was the provision in the 
new AFRA contract which required 
an additional payment of $4 per an- 
nouncer or actor if the recorded 
plug were used again after six 
months. The practice had been to go 
on broadcasting the same jingle of 
enacted plug until they wore out 
| their effectiveness. 

W. E. Long Hardest Hit 

Hit about the hardest by the re- 

treat of the small midwest distribs 


(Continued on page 38) 
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IN 19% DIP 


ave had scarce- | 
ly any diminishing effect on the} 
} Spot-cutting appropriations of major | 


80° as compared to 1943 became, | 


The exit of these small regional | 
| advertisers from the recorded an- | 








‘Labor Laws, Disk Setups Cue Bright 
Fireworks for AFRA’s 8th Anni Meet 








mace, d Largely because of recent action 
vy Congress, the eighth annual na- 
GE Decides on Mon. Nite vo» ea ei we, ies 
we ne ‘deration of Radio Artists, opening 
i NBC Slot tor Warin rrow (Thurs.) atthe Astor 
S 7. @ 1 be the most heavilv 
General Electric has d n the ul I history. We 
. . a el 200 delegate from nearly a 
cided on the Monday night 10 ii. 
2 : e organizations Kk i « i é vill 
NBC slot for its fall Fred Waring | pe present. From indicat most 
show, having already placed an or-' half the business of the sessions will 
. he 1eEVO ti “Ont < out the 
der with the web for the time : wre ted to ~ e about yer 
ae ‘aft-Hartley and Lea Acts, both o 
Deal between GE and Waring has re 
which place severe restrictions on 
been straightened out and show tees japor organizations 
off Oct. 6. Delegates from various parts of 


t 


ee the country have been arriving in 
New York since over the weekend, 


bd with the bulk of the influx slated for 
oice ranis late today (Wed.) and early tomor- 
row. The convention will officially 


os at 2 p.m. tomorrow with the 


registration of delegates and will get 
la ° S down to business at 6 p.m. with a 
3 meeting of the national board. 


Morning, afternoon and evening ses- 


be sions will continue through Friday 
et IC efs and Saturday (15-16) and the con- 
? 69 ® vention is scheduled to close late 

| Sunday afternoon (17) 
Washington, Aug. 12. The top social event during the 
FCC's cupboard of coveted FM as- | conclave will be the buffet supper 
signments in the big markets is al- and dance, to be tossed by the New 
: fe. 2 ' York local board for all the dele- 
most bare as result of Commission gates, followed by a huge party for 
action last Thursday (7) which saw | al] New York members and the dele- 


all Class A slots doled out in the | gates, Friday night in the Grand 
New York metropolitan area and | Ballroom of the Astor. A. reception 


(Continged on _Page 36) 











until the end of 1948—with option 
rights for five years. 

New angles, however, is that, while 
NBC until now has_ reserved 
Schwerin’s Reactocaster unto itself 
and its own clients, the researcher 
under his new deal with the net is 
permitted to take on clients any- 
where in radio, regardless of what 
networks or stations they use. 

About 10% of Schwerin’s show 


Fall Lineup of Com’l Network Programming 


The between-season jockeying among sponsors is practically ended. While there will undoubtedly 
be a few additional changes on tap, the following table shows how the four-network commercial pro- 
gramming picture will look when the curtain goes up on the '47-’48 season. 

Also listed are the return dates for shows currently on vacation, and for new programs, such as the 
brace of Coca-Cola stanzas, Ford Theatre, the new Old Gold show, etc. 


the last of the allocated Class B's | committee, representing the New 
handed out in several other towns. | 
clude: Union Broadcasting Co., Eliz- | 
|abeth, N. J.; Harold Bishop, Green | 

| Brook Township, N. J.; Newark | ilia es 0 

Broadcasting Corp., Newark; Chanti- 

; y é . 9 
wick; C. H. Winans Co., Watchung, | 

|N. J.; Coasta] Broadcasting Co., Bay opy lfws 
Shore, N. Y.; Radio New Rochelle, | 

Mineola, N. Y¥.; American Quartz | aply the most provocative airer on 

Labs, Inc., Yonkers. the CBS schedule, the Saturday 

Last of the metropolitan-sized FM | afternoon “CBS Views the Press” 

Lincoln Broadcasting Co., and the| Murrow and heard on WCBS in 

Woodward Broadcasting Co., Detroit | New York, may soon have its coun- 

and to Suburban Broadcasters, Dear- | terpart on other key stations of ‘the 

Norfolk area was also exhausted Several other CBS stations are 

with grants to the Commonwealth | currently auditioning some of the 

Broadcasting Co. and Western Mary-| platters of the WCBS Don Hollen- 

(Continued on page 34) ing the program to local needs. 

That’s what CBS had hoped for in 

the first place. It knew that it was 

up a show that would take the New 

York press over the coals. Subse- 

quent mail and reaction have backed 

sunk its teeth into an imaginative 

bit of programming. And it would 

appear now that some of the affiliate 


Nine New York area winners in- | 
cleer Broadcasting Co., New Bruns- | 
New Rochelle; Harry D. Fornari, Having established itself as prob- 
slots in the Detroit area went to the | program, inaugurated by Edward R. 
born. Supply of Class B’s in the! Columbia web. 
land Broadcasting Corp., both in| beck show with a view toward adapt- 
going off the deep end by whipping 
up the network’s faith that it has 
stations are willing to take the rap 












































ling during the suah pent eta Bete CBS NBC “< ABC Ee MBS A aad 0.0.ing the local ga- 
for clients other than NBC, who| SUNDAY Sustaining RCA Show Sustaining Sustaining ” ial will probably hinge on 
were, however, sponsors of NBC; 2 P.M. (RCA) (Knox Cancels 8-31) | whether the pF ecepaggti come up 
shows. Prospects are, its said, that} 2:36 Sustaining Harvest of Stars Sustaining News with personalities who can give it 
somewhere around 50% of his pro- (Int. Harvester) (Co-op) the same skillful treatment as Hol- 
gram analysis during the coming Here's to You Oe esa Sie lenbeck. Because of its intensive 
_ will be for non-NBC clients. (Hires) P Sustaining probing and research, the program, 
xpansion of Schwerins testing op- incidentally, requires the fulltime 
erations to Chicago and the Coast) "3:00 Sustaining Sheaffer Parade Lassie Ed. McConnell services of three men, in addition to 
also is contemplated. Tests in these) (Sheaffer) (Morrell) (H. C. Cole) Hollenbeck. 
Cities as well as New York will be —- (10-5) 
Conducted in NBC studios. Sustaining D S ° Pla ed 
Extent to which Schwerins opera-| “3:30 Sustaining “One Man's Family” Sustaining Juv. Jury ramat eries nn 
tions have mushroomed beyond the | (Stand. Brands) (Gen. Foods) 
og fold already is shown in a list | (9-7) From Leftover Data On 
clients for whom he has tested | nan F F hain ; 
4:00 Sustainin Quiz Kids Sustaining House of Mystery ’ P 
thows in the past year or currently , (Miles) (Gen. Foods) CBS’ V-E Anni Program 
(Continued on page 38) 430 Hour of Charm Sustaining Sustaining True Detective | CBS’ long-heralded “We Went 
| (Electric Cos.) (Williamson Candy) Back” V-E anni documentary show, 
’ (9-7) _; which will go on the network to- 
Carry Moore Into Baker S$ | 5:00 Family Hour Ford Theatre Darts for Dough The Shadow | morrow (Thurs.) night in fhe 10 to 
| k | L I’ 5 (Prudential) (Ford) (Dr. Pepper) (D. L. & W.) | 11 period, represents the herculean 
aKe {- eave t pot 5:30 Jean Sablon (Ford) Counter Spy Quick as a Flash | task of reducing 60 hours of re- 
Successor to Phil Baker on Ever-| (Warner) (10-5) (Univ. Match) (Helbros ) | cordings to 60 minutes. As such it's 
Sharp's “Take It or Leave It” has| (8-31) | the most expensive and ambitious 


finally been resolved, with Garry | Sustaining 


venture attempted to date by the 





Moore getting the nod. He takes over | 6:00 Ozzie & Harriet 
on Aug. 31, with show moving to the; (Intl. Silver) 
oast after a several-week N. Y. | (8-31) 
origination. Moore's weekly tab is 


’ 





Pearson 
(Lee Hat) 


Sustaining 





Mon. Morn. 


(Seeman) 


Those Websters | web's Documentary Unit. 

(Quaker Oats) | CBS thus finds itself with a 
wealth of material on its hands, 
ufficient to document at least half 
;}a dozem other dramatic shows. It 
will be turned over to the news 


Headlines 





Which means Moore joins his ex- | 


Rexall mate. Jimmy Durante, in the | 6:20 Pe tes 
switchoy er from CBS to NBC. (“Take | (8.17) ' 


Ellery Queen 
(Amer. Home) 
(8-3) 


(Goodyear ) 


Greatest Story 


Nick Carter 


department and plan now is to util- 
(Cudahy) ne and pla ( 


ize the material for a series of stan- 
zas dramatizing the plight of the 





"now has a Sunday night NBC. 
lotting.” CBS had been hopeful of | 7:00 
at least Salvaging Moore in the flock | 
of Personality moveovers to NBC 


Gene Auiry 
(Wrigley) 


ark stainine 
Jack Benny Sustaining 


(Ame s To! 5b.) 
(8-29) 


Sherlock Holmes people in Europe and in the Pacific 
(Trimount) zones, 
There will be 56 separate recorded 








ver the past few months. i 


(Continued “on page 30) 


spots on tomorrow’s program, 
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“A classic story 
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# s\ = ) uF 
in Studio One’... 


y * ° . 2 
We began with material we could be sure of. A classic story 


ee 








oe 


i 
> 
3 
| 


5 


eu 


| like Carmen.” A new one like “To Mary With Love.” A play 
| | like “Bill of Divorcement.” In every case, dramatic material: 
tested, established, certain in quality. 

We got for it a devoted attention to pace and punch; bmil- 


lant, fluent, radio production... certain in quality: Fletcher Markle, 





the producer; Agnes Moorehead, Everett Sloan, and dozens of 





other top performers, the actors. 





And we took a full hour. Time to develop the full impact 
of the drama, the full measure of its action and people. 
We called the program ‘Studio One’; a fresh concept 


of dramatic quality in radio... 







eoe-and captured the country! 








“Studio One”? doubled its audience in 60 days! 
And did it, slotted against the top comedy program on the air, 
. . . ¢é . 3 

against the regular seasonal decline in ratings. 
Just as significant... here was something on which the New 


York Herald Tribune, PM and Billboard could all agree! They 





* e . (4 oe 
said here was great radio...as did everyone else! ... ambitious 





° F 99 66a 3 ° 
and intelligent drama.” Sloan’s portrayal every bit as good as 


Barrymore's...” “Mighty bold...adult radio.” 





Adult and popular! 60 minutes of radio that holds a great 





, audience: enthralled. 60 minutes of focussed listener attention: 


a super hour for a sponsor who wants to go deep into the 





American mind; who wants to turn listenerS into fnends, and ‘a 


friends into customers... fast! 


*Only three months ago 


A CBS PACKAGED PROGRAM 
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Waiving of AVCO Procedure by FCC 
In WKBW Case Renews Industry 


Wednesday, August 13, 1947 


Fall Lineup of Com] Network Programming 


(Continued from page 27) 








NAB and industry lawyers are 


Washington, Aug. 12. i 
| 
| 


toying with the idea of launching | 
another broadside against the FCC's | 


AVCO procedure which calls for a} 


60-day waiting period and open bid- 
ding on all stations up for sale. Sit- 
uation has taken on momentum in 
recent weeks with the 
ment of the distress sale of WQQW, 
Blue Book indie here 

Radio men point out that in pres- 
ent situatior when stations are 
lusing money and anxious to sell 
quickly, AVCO rule can be a hard- 
ship on both buyer and seller. They 
would like to see the rule com- 


pletely junked or at least not in-| 


voked where stations are _ losing 


money. 


FCC last Thursday (7) in one of 


the first cases of its kind, waived 
its AVCO procedure in the proposed 
sale of station WKBW, Buffalo to 
the Churchill Tabernacle of Buffalo 


CBS NBC ABC MBS 
7:30 Blondie Band Wagon Sustaining Brighter Tomorrow 
° . « (Colgate) (Fitch) (Mut. Benefit) 
Drive for Outlawing of the Setu ca 
9 D 8:00 Sam Spade Charlie McCarthy Sunday Evening Hour Sustaining 
(Wildroot) > (Stand. Brands) (Reichhhold) 
(8-31) (11-12) 
F se ee Kostas 8:30 Crime Doctor Fred Allen Sunday Evening Hour Jimmy Fidler 
=. (Philip Morris) (Stand. Brands) (Reichhhold) (Carter) 
(10-5) (11-12) 
8:55 News 
(Ludens) 
| 9:00 Corliss Archer Merry-Go-Round Winchell | Sustaining a 
(Campbell) (Sterling) (Jergens) 
(8-31) 
Louella Parsons 
(Woodbury ) 
9:30 Tony Martin Album of Music. Theatre Guild of the Jim Backus 
(Texaco) (Sterling) Air (Pharmaco) 
oie (9-21) 
| 10:00 Reporter at Large Take It or Leave It Theatre Guild of the Sustaining 
(DeSoto) (Eversharp) Air 
(9-28) (U. S. Steel) 
(9-7) 
10:30 Sustaining Big Break Jimmy Fidler Sustaining 
im (Adam ) (Carter) 
| | MONDAY 
7:00 P.M, Mystery of the Week Supper Club Headline Edition Fulton Lewis 


for approximately 
Commission explained, hcwever, 
that the rule was bypassed here 
because of unique’ circumstances 
and the case is not apt to be a 
precedent. Fact that the ¢hurch 
was the previous owner of WKBW 
and that the two were involved in 
litigation over FCC interference 
with long-standing cqntracts was re- 
sponsible for the FCC change of 
heart here. 

Industry talk has it that the 
AVCO procedure—like the Blue 


Book—had a place ir the lush war- | 


time days when stations were piling 
in the dough with little or no new 
competition. Now, as they see it, 
both FCC innovations are headed 
for the rocks. 

Case of WQQW is cited to show 
the changing trend in radio. Here, 
the station is losing several thou- 
gand dollars a month and rumors 
@rve flying to the effect that at least 
two other daytime indies in the 
area are also ready to talk sales. 
WQQW stockholders meet here Aug. 
18 and presumably will choose the 
highest: bidder. 

Delay Costs Money 

At least another two and a half 
months will elapse before FCC, 
under the AVCO procedure, actu- 
ally okays the sale and a buyer 
can take over. In the meantime, 
more money is lost, sales contracts 
expire witheut opportunity for the 
purchaser to re-negotiate them and 
and the buyer has the uncomfort- 
able feeling that two months from 
now the property he is buying may 
rate a different spot in the D. C. 
market. 

On the other ‘hand, FCC men 
say that the AVCO rules are not 
on the books to protect the stations 
but are to give anyone a chance to 
prove his qualifications as a 
buyer. 

Only exceptions FCC has made in 
applying the AVCO rules to date 
have been in transfer of stations 
threugh estates and inheritance. It 
was believed, however, in view of 
the opposition of the Senate Inter- 
state Commerce Committee to the 

present sales procedure’ and 
¥ changing conditions in radio, more 

Waivers can be expected in the 


future. Sen. Wallace White’s new 


radio bill would have outlawed the 


AVCO procedure. This was one of 
the few provisions which had the 


announce- | 


$375,000. The} 












































JACK LAWRENCE 


Them what has gets! 

Following his smash hit, “LINDA,” 
the record- boys are “grooving” 
Jack’s two new songs, “HAND IN 





(P&G) 
(8-25) 
Jack Smith 
(P&G) 
(8-25) 


(Liggett-Myers) (Co-op) 





Elmer Davis 
(Co-op) 





News 
(Miles Lab.) 


(Co-op) 


Sustaining 





|HAND” (Morris Music) and “?LL| 73® 


Bob Crosby 





Manor House Party Lone Ranger 





Henry Taylor 


















































HATE MYSELF IN THE, MORN- (Campbell) (McLaughlin) (Gen. Mills) (Gen. Motors) 
| ING” (Chappell). —_ 
| “Cy” Langlois, Lang-Worth prexy, Edward Murrow Kaltenborn Inside of Sports 
|has signed Jack to a second series (Campbell) (Pure Oil) (Bayuk) 
‘of transcriptions for its 450 station (9-28) 
| sBaten, 8:00 Inner Sanctum Cavalcade of America Lum ’n’ Abner Sustaining 
LANG-WORTH, Inc. New York. (Emerson) (Du Pont) (Miles off Sept. 29) 
(9-1) 
e Sustaining 
alla a essing 8:30 Talent Scout Voice of Firestone Sustaining Charlie Chan 
(Lever) (Firestone) (Pharmaco) 
(9-29) 
8:55 News 
For UJ .) Exchange (Johns-Manville) 
—" .| 9:00 Radio Theatre Telephone Hour Sustaining Gabriel Heatter 
Charles Delafield, supervisor of (Lever) (Bell) (Carter) 
exchange programs for. Canadian f 
Broadcasting Corp., was in N. Y. Real Stories 
|from Toronto last weekend, primar- (Whitehall) 
ily to look into an exchange service | “9:30 Radio Theatre Dr. L. Q. Sustaining Sustaining 
on programs between CBC and U. S. (Lever) (Mars ) bid 
nets and indies. He was also check- | 10:00 My Friend Irma Contented Program Drs. Talk It Over Hunting and Fishing 
ing on reception of CBC shows al- (Lever) (Carnation) (Amer, Cyanamid) Club 
ready being aired here, such as Con- (9-8) (Bloch) 
cert of Nations on NBC, Latin Sustaining 
American Serenade on Mutual and | 19:39 Bob Hawk Fred Waring Sustainin Sustainin 
Fae a Legend,” on indie WNEW, (Reynolds) (Gen. Electric) P P 





His hunt for a more adequate ex- | TUESDAY 


























change of material between Canada| 7:00 P.M. Mystery of the Week Supper Club Headline Edit. Fulton Lewis 
and the U. S., Delafield said, was (P&G) (Liggett & Myers) (Co-op) (Co-op) 
stymied in part by the indefinite sit- _ 
uation at the networks due to recent Jack Smith News Elmer Davis Sustaining 
administrative changes at NBC and (P&G) (Miles) (Co-op) 
CBS, and he'll be back in the fall for | “7739 Bob Crosby . Manor House Party Green Hornet Arthur Hale 
further confabs. American networks (Campbell) (McLaughlin) (Gen. Mills) (Richfield) 
are interested in their own stuff a 
primarily, he added. But Canadian Ed. Murrow Kaltenborn i 
producers and talent are anxious to (Campbell) (Pure on ao _— 
Se ee eee a | ee Big Town Milton Berle Sustaining Sustainh 

. Y., and are pressing. Delafield (Sterling) (Philip Morris) 8 
was hopeful, on his next trip, to line ng a ee 
up some Canadian shows for N Y. +s 
for the winter. Sustaining 





CBC, he said, was interested in| 8:36 
new treatment of children’s scripts, 
;and he took back several such 
scripts from WNEW. 8:55 








Mr. & Mrs. North 
(Colgate) 





News 
(Johns-Manville) 


Date With Judy 


(Lewis-Howe) (Co-op) 


Amer. Town Meeting The Falcon 


(Amer. Safety Razor) 





NAB KNOWS ON WHICH | ** 
SIDE PRESS BUTTERED 


National Assn. of Broadcasters ap- 











support of the industry and NAB. parently intends to make as nearly| ?°° 





off on the right foot at the Atlantic 
Mutual Adds New Duals City convention next month. Press 10:00 


Mutual network expansion ap- 
parently isn’t restricted to romanc- 
ing additional affiliates. 

Within the past month four sets 
of twins have cropped up among 
MBS personnel in New York—Les 
Nicholas in the news room; Herb 
Rice, production manager; George 
Westby, in the auditing dept., and 
Walter Van Bellen, in sales promo- 
tion, being the happy fathers. 

In addition, a second set of twins 
was born recently to wife of Tony 
DeSanctis, in station relations. 





Cactus Network 
Pecos, Tex., Aug. 12. 
Three’ west Texas stations have 
combined to form a regional web to 
be known as the Cactus Network. 
Stations are KIUN. here; KVKM, 
Monahans, and KVLP, Alpine. All 
are Mutual and Southern Network 
affiliates. 
Plans call for broadcast of special 
events at present, but future plans 
eall for a daily program schedule. 





}sure as possible that the press gets 





| boys will be guests at an NAB cock- 
tail party the Sunday afternoon pre- 





ceding the opening day, Sept. 15. In| 10:30 
addition to briefing on press accom- 
|modation the scribes are expected 


We, the People Amos & Andy Amer. Town Meeting Gabriel Heatter 
(Gulf) (Lever) (Co-op) (Serutan) 
(9-23) 
Real Stories 
(Whitehall) 
Sustaining Fibber McGee Sustaining Sustaining 
(Johnson Wax) 
Ps (9-16) 
Sustaining Bob Hope Sustaining Sustaining 
(Lever) 
(9-16) 
Sustaining Red Skelton Sustaining Sustaining 


(Brown & Williamson) 
(9-2) 





to get the opportunity to buttomhole 


'prexy Justin Miller and other NAB WEDNESDAY 


toppers on confab prospects. 

Some of the general details for ac- 
commodatiing the press, distribution 
| of releases, etc., were worked out 
|last week at the shore by Robert 


7:00 P.M. 


Mystery of the Week 
(P & G) 








| Richards, NAB public relations chief, | 7:30 
and his aides. Among those on hand, 
giving the convention hall a prelimi- 
nary looksee, were Earl Mullen, ABC 
publicity director; Frank Zuzulo, as- 


Supper Club 
(Liggett & Myers) 


Headline Edit. 





Fulton Lewis 




















sistant Mutual flack chief: Johnny |: 8:00 
Johnstone, NAM publicity boss, and 
Jim Cox, of Broadcast Music, Inc. 





Pittsburgh — Ben Muros, WCAE 8:30 











| program director and a member of 
the staff for last dozen years, has 
| resigned to become manager of Sta-} g.g5 
'tion WKAP in Allentown, Pa. His; ~ 


| successor here hasn't been — 
yet. 








(Co-op) (Co-op) 
Jack Smith News Elmer Davis Sustainin 
(P & G) (Miles) (Co-op) 
Bob Crosby Manor House Party Lone Ranger Leland Stowe 
(Campbell) (McLaughlin) (Gen. Mills) (Mach. Wrkrs Union) 
Ed. Murrow Kaltenborn Inside of Sports 
(Campbell) (Pure Oil) (Bayuk) 
American Melody Dennis Day Sustaining Sustaining 
Hour (Colgate) 
(Sterling) (8-27) 
iil Sustaining 

Dr. Christian Gildersleeve Sustaining Sustaining 
(Chesebrough) (Kraft) 

(8-6) 

. News 


(Johns-Manville) 


(Continued on page 38) 
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ADVENTURES OF THE THIN MAN 
With Les Damon, Claudia Morgan, 
gelia Layne, Jackson Beck, Jean 

Evelyn, Dwight Weist, announcer 
Writer: Milton Lewis 
producer: Himan Brown 
Conductor: Fred Fradkin 
25 Mins.; Fri., 8:30-8:55 p.m. 
GENERAL FOODS 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Hi Brown’s deluxe package, now 

riced at $7,000-a-week net, returned 
. its regular Friday night spot on 
CBS last week (8) to plug Sanka 
for General Foods. It is so similar 
to previous editions of the series 
that the opener might as well have 
been a recorded rebroadcast of any 
one of last season’s shows. As the 
rating history and the sponsor's 
satisfaction demonstrate, that’s 
plenty good enough commercially, 
though the Dashiell Hammett cre- 
ation still has the elements that have 
previously evoked a share of tilted 
eyebrows from dialers. 

“Thin Man” is, of course, vintage 
hokum. The basic situation is candid 
fantasy, and the characters are 
comic-strip caricatures. The scripts 
invariably follow a strict pattern, 
and the casting, production and per- 
formance also maintain a standard 
approaching monotony. The install- 
ment caught conformed to formula, 
with the tease opening, abrupt 
violence, corny-sexy dialog and the 
conventional-exaggerated -dame and 
hoodlum characters, There were the 
traditional pistol shots, slugs on the 
jaw, gory threats and pseudo-racy 
speeches, with the closing bedside 
drawl, “Goodnight, Nicky, darling,” 
that has stirred panty-waist protest 
in the past. Everything considered, 
the show seems likely to satisfy its 
large and loyal clientele. 

The commercial handling, as in 
the past, is smart and skillful. There 
is a signature opening, in which 
pistol shots punctuate the spelling 
of the product name, then product 
mentions by the two leads. The 
commercial copy stresses the sleep- 
allowing qualities of “97% caffein- 
free” Sanka, and there is a real 
attention-getter in the sales slogan, 
“It’s delicious (musical punctua- 
tion), and it lets you (big yawn) 
sleep.” The Y&R commercial writ- 
er is Ruth Hawkins and the com- 
mercial supervisor Mildred Black. 

Hobe. 


JAY WALKING 
With “Jay” E. Jerry Walker 
Writer: Walker 
Producer: Glenn Ransom 
15 Mins.: Mon. thru Fri., 11:45 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WGN, Chicago 

A nimble-tongued chatterbox of 
the Galen Drake school, Jerry 
Walker bowed into this late morn- 
ing niche last week (4), with as 
jumbled an assortment of whimsical 
items as could be crowded into 13 
minutes. His crazy-quilt of bits 
culled from the news, personal ob- 
servations and dialogs supposedly 
held with somebody or another of 
his acquaintances offers nothing 
novel or distinctive, but so long as 
there’s a market for this sort of day- 
time fare, Walker should be able to 
get away with it as effectively as the 
others. Women pothering around the 
home will probably find the fellow’s 
rhythmic flow easy on the ear and 
also on the brain; nothing sticks, but 
it sounds interesting and pleasant. 

In his flow of commentary Walker 
rambles over the usual disjointed 
peony of his tribe, mixing the 
nformative, the sentimental and the 
humorous with as little regard for 
sequence or cohesiveness as a Sena- 
tor Murphy routine. On one pro- 
gram caught this latest local time 
skipper to Mrs. Housewife flicked his 
tonsils over such topics of why disk 
jockey programs are good for pigs, 
why the cost of lamb chops continues 
to go up, why dentists are conscien- 
tious about preventing dental decay, 
how a named cuty beat the heat 
by wearing a bathingsuit made out 
of neckties and how a choral direc- 
tor refrained from breaking the 
heart of a once-famed singer by 
feeding him at the piano an octave 
below the singer’s old range. 

Walker even stays within the 
groove when it comes to his sign- 
off. Says he: “See you on the same 
corner, same time tomorrow.” Fig- 
ures he apparently, if that signoff 
was good enough in the pre-fame 
days for Henry Morgan, it’s good 
enough for Walker. 

Nevertheless Walker has what it 

kes to make him another darling 
of the Chicago housewives. Odec. 


JEAN TENNYSON STUDIO PARTY 
With Joan Roberts, Jack Eigen, Bay- 
mard Hendricks guesting; Frank 
Pulaski, announcer 
25 Mins.; Mondays, 8.30 p.m. 
Producer-director-writer: Louis Hay- 
ward 
Susta‘ning 
WNYC, N. Y. 
is informal stanza, piped in 
from Jean Tennyson's studio in Stein- 
way Hall, N. Y., is another one of 
those get-together sessions where 
~ dropper-inners carry brunt of 
ow. 


On this teeoff stanza (11) Joan 
oberts, original lead of “Oklahoma!” 
highlighted proceedings with a med- 
ley of hit tunes from show, accom- 
panied on piano by Kay Holley. 
IS was easily the sock of the 
stanza and a refresher of what pro- 


ceeded and followed. Baynard Ken- | 
discussed | 


dricks, mystery writer, 





EMERGENCY MEETING 
With Dr. Everett Minett, Dr. Ignace 

Ziatowski, Dr. George Stevenson, 

Abe Spitzer, Dr. J. Holmes Smith, 

Bernard Powers, Estelle Stern- 

berger; Dick Bell, Bill Watson, 

announcers 
Producer: Don Martin 
30 Mins.; Wed., (6), 4:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WLIB, N. Y. 

To mark the second year of the 
atomic era which began with the 
Hiroshima knockout, Aug. 6, 1945, 
a group of scientists, statesmen and 
ordinary citizens assembled before 
WLIB’s mike to measure the prog- 
ress mankind has made in under- 
standing and harnessing the atom’s 
life-and-death potential. Although it 
was unnecessarily dull for a forum 
program considering the _ subject- 
matter, this airer contained lessons 
of major importance for all per- 
ceptive dialers. Firstly, it glaringly 
revealed that despite all pretenses 
there is as yet no answer to the 
bomb’s threat to obliterate civiliza- 
tion; and secondly; the program was 
a pure demonstration of the futility 
of fighting fire, and 
atomic fire, with wind. 

Among the participants was Dr. 
J. Holmes Smith, exec secretary of 
the Emergency World People’s Con- 
ference, who described an airplane 
flight made over the Alamogordo 
desert, N. M., that same day to 
commemorate the dropping of the 
Hiroshima bomb. The religious cere- 
monies conducted there, as related 
by Dr. Smith, were exactly akin to 
the primitive rites of conjuring away 
evil spirits by magical incantations. 
Abe Qpitzer, flight sergeant who 
volunteered for the Hiroshima mis- 
sion, confessed that he didn’t know 
what his plane was carrying on that 
flight and modestly indicated that 
he was still dumbfounded by the 
event. 

Dr. Ignace Zlatowski, Polish dele- 
gate to the UN atomic commission, 
outlined his proposals for world 
control of the bomb. Dr. Zlatowski’s 
plan, echoed or inspired by Russia, 
covered two main ideas: (1) effec- 
tive international control and (2) 
no interference with national sov- 
ereignty. A neat trick, if possible. 
Ironically, the program was. all 
sweetness and light despite the fact 
that on that precise day, Dr. Zlatow- 
ski had engaged in a bitter wrangle 
with the majority members of the 
UN atomic commission. Instructive 
points, however, were made by Dr. 
Everett Minett, Oakridge scientist, 
on plans for public education on 
atomic energy, and Dr. George 
Stevenson, who discussed the psy- 
chological impact of the bomb. 

Estelle Sternberger, posing the 
questions to the participants, han- 
dled her chore adequately. Program, 
however, was Overprepared and per- 
mitted no free exchange of opinions. 

Herm. 


THE MEDIUM 
With Marie Powers, Evelyn Keller, 

Frank Rogier, Catherine Mastice, 

Beverly Dame, Leo Coleman; Al- 

fredo Antonini and CBS Sym- 

phony; Berry Kroeger, narrator 
Producer-director: James Fassett 
Composer-librettist: Gian-Carlo Me- 
notti 
Scripter: David Randolph 
90 Mins., Sun. (10), 3 p.m. 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

Gian-Carlo Menotti’s short two- 
act opera, “The Medium,” which has 
been fascinating Broadway audi- 
ences since April, comes off very 
well on radio. If the production 
needs the visual eye to make it com- 
plete, to cast to the fullest its hor- 
ror spell. a radio job like last Sun- 
day’s (10) is at least next best. Mu- 
sic and libretto, by one of the most 
talented young composers in Amer- 
ica, dovetail smartly on the air for 
an impressive performance. 

Sunday’s airing had the original 
Broadway cast, with Alfredo An- 
tonini and the CBS Symphony as 
excellent support. It was refresh- 
ing to hear resonant, young voices 
enunciating dialog clearly and loud- 
ly, -while at no time sacrificing 
clarity for musical values. Story of 
the fake medium, scared eventually 
by her own tricks into killing her 
mute servant and ruining the love 
affair between mute and her daugh- 
ter, came off clearly and vividly, de- 
spite handicap of a mute as one of 
the characters. In fact, the mute’s 
hoarse croakings and sound of his 
frenzied moving-about onstage, 
added to the vividness. ‘ ; 

Music is ——. dramatic, with 
two or three set lyric pieces (as 
when the daughter discloses her 
love to the mute), to give fine con- 
trast. Orchestration is varied and 
full, too, to add to airer’s effective- 
ness. Added lines to the original 
opera, to bridge the radio gaps, com- 
plete the performance. 

Sunday’s “Medium” was preceded, 
as it is on Broadway, by Menotti's 
opera buffa, “The Telephone,” heard 
before on the air, and here effec- 
tively repeated by Winifred Smith 
and William Gephart, under Oliver 
Daniel’s direction. Bron. 





that type of story and built up mild 
mystery yarn about those _present. 
Jack Eigen reprised his disk jock 


‘stint from the Copa (N. Y.) nitery, 


winding with capsule interview with 

Miss Tennyson. ‘ 
Stanza needs plenty punching up 

to snare dialers. Edba. 
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“Club 15,” the Robert Q. Lewis 
show and the Gordon MacRae stanza, 
all early-evening series on CBS, 
suffer in varying degree from self- 
consciously whimsical chit-chat. It’s 
more of those perennial attempts to 
imitate the brand of half-spoofing 
that Carroll Carroll wrote for Bing 
Crosby on the old Kraft opus. But 
there’s only one C. C. and he isn’t 
pitching: for the younger Crosby’s 
across-the-board series, the Lewis 
variety stint or MacRae’s Friday 
night opry. As heard several times 
last week, the Bob Crosby operation 
was mired by the coy palaver, al- 
though the star, as well as Patti 
Clayton and Margaret Whiting, de- 





especially | 


livered neatly in the musical cate- 
gory. But Del Sharbutt’s lush de- 
| livery of the Franco-American com- 
| mercials, with the silly Campbell’s 
| soup musical signature, is a nag of 
another tinge. Lewis, also heard 
several times, was uneven—some- 
times funny and sometimes pretty 
flat—but nearly always unpreten- 
tious and ingratiating. Incidentally, 
Miss Clayton, Miss Whiting and 
Cathy Norman, vocalist with the 
Lewis series, toughen the course 
for themselves by using sO many 
new songs, when it’s well known 
that listeners respond more _ to 
established faves, despite the bland- 
ishments of tune-pluggers. Jane 
Kean, femme lead of the Broadway 
production, “Call Me Mister,’ 
guested innocuously on last Friday 
night’s (8) MacRae stanza, doing 
two numbers from the revue, “South 
America, Take It Away” and 
“You've Always Been Along with 
Me.” The labored continuity slowed 
the pace, as did the incongruous 
capsule story spot. But the final 
number, “Begin the Begufhe,” was 
presented witheut any announce- 
ment whatever, a notable relief. But 
what inspired copy writer ever con- 
cocted that “locked-in goodness” 
slogan for Jello? 





Bob Smith does a listenable piano- 
song-patter session 7:45-8:30 a.m. 
(with a news break 8-8:05) on 
WNBC, New York. But he irritates 


(Continued on page 36) 
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| FRANK PARKER SHOW 
| Wth Paula Kelly and Modernaires, 


Paul Baron Orch, Andre Baruch, | w, ter: alfred Bester 


announcer 
| Producer: Bernard Tabachin 
| Co-op 
| (Pargon Productions) 
| The transcribed Frank Parker 
show (aired over WNEW (NN. Y.) 
for ayem programming), is strong 
enough for an evening slot with his 
high calibre name and entertain- 
ment value. Show is composed of re- 
liable elements topped by Parker 
with staunch support from Paul 


raine, Paula Kelly and the Modern- 
aires, and Dolores Gray. 


the tenor registers, while Paula 





show caught, are sufficiently person- 


able. 
Like most open-enders, tunes con- 


| sist mainly of standards so that/ arm of coincidence intervening at 
show will retain its timeliness over) the right places to get him and his 
|a long period. While this is sound) son out of holes, most often dug by 
transcription procedure, this type of | themselves. 


layout doesn’t permit i 
variety to entice all types of listen- 
ers, but with proper spotting show 
can build a following. Jose. 


MUSICAL MYSTERIES 
Producer: Girard Productions 
Director-Writer: Alex Leftwich 
5 Mins. 

CO-OP 

20 Stations 

A five-minute session isn’t ex- 
pected to provide enough time for 
any degree of characterization or 
plot buildup, especially in regard to 
mysteries where motive, execution 
and denouement are necessary. How- 
ever, there’s always the possibility 
of satisfactory short-cuts, but that’s 
not the case in “Musical Mysteries” 
where a musical charade, having 
nothing to do with the plot, is super- 
imposed on the meagre story time. 

Key to the slim mystery in this 
series is the name of a pop tune, 
easily guessed, with part of the title 
later being used by the guilty char- 
acter. Listener then has the solu- 
tion without waiting for explanation. 
This process makes it entirely too 
easy for the audience, many of 
whom would like the maintenance 
of suspense for the longest possible 
time. 

Some connection between musical 
selection and the plot would be de- 
sirable and audiences, generally, 
would prefer some mental agitation 
before being given 
Lack of these qualities negates the 
production values of the = 

ose. 








| 


CLARY’S GAZETTE 

With Clary Settell, George Murray, | 
The Four Gentiemen, Louise Rob- 
ertson, Russ Gerrow and his Gay 
Blades Orch; Byng Whitteker, an- 
nouncer 

Writer: Settell 

Director: Richard Gluns 

30 Mins., Fri., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CJBC-CBC, Toronto 

For honest sentiment as divorced 
from corn, Clary Settell has whipped 
together a program that has its basis 
of success in nostalgia. It’s the songs 
and reminiscences of the gaslight era 
when eggs were l5c a dozen and a 
psychiatrist would have. starved. 
This is no show for the hepcats but 
excellent entertainment for those 
who were born around the '90’s. In 
a world of atomic-bomb fear and 
rocketing costs of living “Clary’s Ga- 
zette” is psychologically a 30-minute 
refuge and return to days which, | 
perhaps mistakenly in _ retrospect, | 
were more secure. 

This summer audience-show, eman- 
ating from CJBC, Toronto, is being 
carried over 29 stations of the Do- 
minion Network of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. It’s a prime col- 
lection of Canadian talent, with ex- 
cellent writing and _ production 
values. As the “Old Observer,” | 
Clary Settell’s nightly sports pro- 
gram of spot news and remember- 
when items, has long been a favorite 
with Canadian listeners, chiefly on 
the sincerity and drawling homespun 
philosophy of the program's pro- 
genitor. 

And from the bangup opening of 
Russ Gerrow and his Gay Blades in 
“Yip-I-Addy-I-Ay” to the company 
roundup in the “Old Folks at Home” 
finale, the program was a solid click. 
Interspersed is the singing of George 
Murray, one of Canada’s top vocal | 
ists; the Gerrow crew in fine arran- 
gements of “Sleepy Time Gal” and 
“Hindustan” (strictly not gaslight 
but sufficiently oldies); the barber- 
shop harmonies of The Four Gentle- 





men (Ernie Berry, John Harcourt, 
Jack Reid, Bill Morton); and the 
“Oceana Roll” and “I’m Just Wild 


About Harry” by Louise Robertson, 
singing-commedienne. Rudy Spratt | 

of the orchestra also deserves a 
salaam for his banjo solo of “World 
‘Is Waiting for the Sunrise.” 

But it is Settell who knits the 
show together with his slow-spoken 
reminiscences of the music of days 
gone by, the great figures of sport 
when baseball players wore mous- 
taches and figure-skating was sissy, 
his recollections of tunes and rou- 
tines of the vaude era of Nat Good- 
win, the Four Cohans, and Sophie 
Tucker. “Clary’s Gazette” is senti- 





| 





Baron’s orch and a guest roster cajl-| the weak underpinnings of the story. 
ing for frequent use of Kay Lor- | Only variation is the Chinese pidgin 


There’s sufficient material in this Oriental epigrams. 
layout to keep the 15-minute stanza as the Chinese detective, and 
rolling at a good pace. Parker, vet Janney, as the number one son, play 
radio singer who has appeared ON | their parts precisely as their film 
top programs, knows his way around | counterparts. 


Kelly and Modernaires, heard on Monday (11) had him tracking down 


| 


| 


sufficient | wondered why. if the gang chief was | 


mental and it’s sweet. McStay. 


| ADVENTURES OF CHARLIE CHAN 
| With Ed Begley, Leon Janney 





Director: John G. Cole 
Protucer: Chick Vincent 
30 Mins., Mon., 8:30 p. m. 
Sustaining 

WOR-MBS, N. Y. 

“Adventures of Charlie Chan,” 
starting its new season’s: run as a 
sustainer but skedded for adoption 
by Pharmaco products in the fall, is 
routine whodunit fare. Like others 
of the same stripe, this series has a 
strong pace to make dialers overlook 


English used by Chan, who covers 
up his platitudes in the form of 
Both Ed Begley, 
Leon 


Initial adventure for Chan last 
a gang of murderous counterfeiters. 
Usual deductive brilliance of Chan 
operated in full swing with the long 


Some dialers must have 


such a genius, he left his correct ad- 
dress at the store where he bought 
his bullets. However, it is written 
in Confucius’ book that, despite fact 
Swiss cheese has many holes, it tastes 
good, anyway. Herm. 


MAYOR OF THE MORNING 
With Bill Mayer, Jim Martin 
Producer-Director: Bill Mayer 

60 Mins.; Mon. through Sat., 6 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WGAR, Cleveland 


| Falk to translate, but this did 





This is one of the better a.m. disk 
shows featuring Bill Mayer as 
whirler of disks, and chief gabber. | 
Featuring a nice selection of record- 
ings, the stanza takes the heaviness 
out of getting up and awakening 
for the toils of the day. 

Mayer breaks the hour in three 
parts. From 6 to 6:15 it’s accent on 
variety of tunes alternating from 
slow to fast and then novelty selec- 
tion. At 6:15 comes Jim Martin with 
a five-minute roundup of the news. 
Mayer follows with more disks, an 
occasiona! fable-like saying, weather 
forecasts and frequent time signals. 

Martin is back again with another 
five-minute news roundup at 6:45 





| 


the solution. | 


and Mayer rounds out the show 
until 7. © As yet the show is un- 
sponsored, but beginning Sept. 1, 
Craig-Martin takes the last 15- 
minutes to boost tooth paste 

It’s a nicely-paced hour show. If 





Mayer just won't gab so much and | 
use the time saved for more well- | 


| selected disks, the show will nerk 
}up just that much more. 


Mark. 


| HIROSHIMA—AN EPILOG 


With Ray Falk, Father Kleinserge, 
Dr. M. Fujii, Dr. K. Tanimoto, K. 
Kamei, Prof. N. Asaji, Dr. Tf. 
Sasaki, Mrs. H. Kawamato, Lt. Col, 
T. M. Cloward 

Director-producer: Charles Harrell 

Supervisor: Thomas Velotta 

Scripter: Vince Dempsey 

30 Mins.; (6), 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WJZ-ABC, N. Y. 

ABC’s program, “Hiroshima — An 

Epilogue,’ marking the second anni 

of the bombing of the Jap city, rates 


'a grade for effort. The idea of send- 


ing the net’s Tokyo rep, Ray Falk, to 
Hiroshima, to taik to some of the 
survivors, -including some of those 
publicizedgin the John Hersey New 
Yorker report, and record their re- 
marks, was a good one. In its signif- 
icance and subject matter, in the 


, actual speeches, the show had merit. 


But in little else. 
Other than observing the second 
anni of the bombing the program had 


little point. It was undramatic, not 
holding a listener’s interest. The 
show was sentimental, full of false 
notes, somewhat pretentious and 
altogether disappointing. The _ re- 
cordings of the various Japs in- 
volved, and even Falk’s remarks, 


were unclear and blurred. The pre- 
cise English of some of the speakers 
was difficult to follow. There was 


| some virtue in some of the survivors 


with 
not 
hold one’s interest long. The indis- 


speaking in native Japanese, 


| tinct recording of most of the show 


weighed it down badly. 

Some of the comments caught 
one’s attention, to cause sober reflec- 
tion. A high school teacher thought 
it would take 20 years to rebuild 
Hiroshima; a Chinese Methodist min- 
ister called the city an atomic desert, 
the people in it living in a state of 
lethargy, with insufficient energy to 
rebuild the town. A_ bureaucrat 
claimed “there is no beauty left in 
Hiroshima.” On the other hand, a 
surgeon whose house was destroyed 
and who was living in cramped quar- 
ters elsewhere, was confident of the 
future. The interviews bit into quite 
a cross-section. A mother wailed in 
Japanese that her three kids were 
ragged, in need of clothes, while the 
cry of her baby punctuated her re- 
marks, 

There was material here for a stir- 
ring half-hour, which was muffed. 

Bron, 


MYSTERIES FROM ENGLAND 
With Joy Shelton, others 
Writer: Peter Cheyney 
Producer. Martyn C. Webster 
30 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNEW, N. Y. 

WNEW has copped a solid sterling 
beat by its arrangement with the 
BBC fer rebroadcast by transcrip- 
tion of their standout mystery shows, 
Judging by the preem show (11), 
which aired one in the “Adventures 
of Julia” series, these BBC pro- 
grams are fresh, witty and imagina- 
tive, and rank with the best in U.S, 
radio. These dramats, moreover, 
achieve a sock appeal for the who- 
dunit devotees without thumping 
dialers on the head with all sorts 
of raw violence and hair-raising gim- 
micks. In the English literary tra- 
dition, the lines drape easily with 
class eventually telling in their 
subtle yet palpable superiority. 

Yarn on the teeoff stanza was 
based on wartime spy stuff handled 
with a neat mix of suspense and 
humor. Central character of this 
series is a fast gal, named Julia, 
with a superb talent for the double- 
cross. Played by Joy Shelton with 
an intriguing tone of boredom, Julia 
plies her trade between German 
agents and the British secret serv- 
ice, collecting heavy dough from 
all sides but ultimately delivering 
the goods to King and country. 

Production on this show was 
modest but trim. Direction was well- 
paced and the thesping of cast mem- 


bers is uniformly sound. But a 
show’s as good as its script and 
Herm. 


this one was excellent. 


WHAT AM I OFFERED? 
With Bob Dixon, audience partici- 

pants; Bob Emerick, announcer 
Writer: Frank Muckenhaupt 
Producer: Emerick 
30 Mins.; Sat., 12 noon 
Sustaining 
WOR, N. Y. 

This half-hour—the first was last 
weekend (9)—was billed in an ad- 
vance notice as “a new WOR con- 
sumer program,” a tag which might 
lead an ever-hopeful listener to hope 
(against most of his previous experi- 
ence in dialing), that the stanza 
would deal with the mighty pertin- 
ent subject of the current high cost 
of living. No such luck. It’s an- 
other studio audience quiz session, 
erhaps more pointless than most. 
t was supposed, according to the 
same advance notice, to originate 
from a ———— in West Orange 
NJ. Such a setting at least would 
have been novel. But it originated 
in a WOR studio. Giveaways, in- 
stead of “large baskets of food.” were 
jars of jam, 97c cakes, cans of boned 
chicken, ete. 5 ae by A&P, 
which got a plug. 

Gimmick is to “auction” off the 
foodstuffs to the audience. bidding 
usually being staried ai a penny or 
two and never allowed to run higher 
than half the market value of the 
items. (On the teeoff sequence, @ 


(Continued on page 36) 
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Move to Bar Tele From N. Y.’s Garden 
Stymied But Future Is Uncertain 





Television industry, 
thrived on sports events for the rH 
two years as its chief programming | 
fare, may soon get bitten by its 
goose that laid the golden egg. 
Resentment by sports promoters at 
the alleged cut that tele is. taking 
out of their gate receipts, which has 
been erupting spasmodically during 
the last several months, came to a 


boil last week with a move by the 
New York Boxing Managers Guild 





. uirer television station. from 8 to 8:20 on Sunday nights| in England, France, Switzerland and } 
os ytd tele thrown out of Madison | 4 The test pattern was then trans- , through Young & Rubicam and | the Norse countries, but which by 
5a. Garden, N. ¥. . t i]y | mitted intermittently on channel six “Party Line,” which follows on Sun- | actually have a much broader aspect 

Gal's : ronan cies ids | for the remainder of the week, and LANNY ROSS day nights from 8:20 to 8:45 through| than the American idea of docu- 
nipped by . ising mies ar es yesterday (11) the test pattern was “ Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield. mentaries. 
ct eye agg iosrend aga, a Ch b. aired from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m., and will Biplty wend Baw’, Asenes 508 What will happen to the two shows! Theory is to have NBC act as a 
oe a eee hig ‘or | be aired daily at that time. Largest audience of current season |. %.; BM cancels out hasn't yet been | central pool but not exclusively for 
pre ear big gp me 3 a The first lot of equipment for the |determined. “Tex and Jinx” is|the western hemisphere; the BBC 
tse : ‘en omen sen charges, | Station was made last June 6, and | 99 494466464¢6666¢¢¢¢¢¢6¢ | packaged by the William Morris| ditto for Europe; with a key office 
patna - b lie yed atone mae installation of the transmitter on the ee ” > | agency, which is currently offering | in Shanghai to supervise the fur- 
sine babdenalinas “oa already cast- 18th floor of the Widener building Television Reviews z it for sale to other clients, several of therance and development of video 
ing wary es at their contracts for began immediately. The test pattern + | whom are reported interested. Show | in the Far East. Just as there would 
nin alg adredly: d football | C2!ries the station’s call letters in POFPHPHPPHS eH OPO (1. boen on the air for about six| be subdivisions in France, Switzer- 
video rights to basebell an bey * the center, with lines radiating to ynths. “Party Line.” packaged by | land, etc., likewise Mexico and the 
games and other events, fearful that the margins of the image. Back- TELEQUIZICALLS oe age jag am i Ar tine would in turn become the 
the guild’s move may give other) o.oung “ siete of mt ‘Inquirer | With Harry Gibbs and Dottye Ben- | John Reed King, teed off on WCBS- : op 4 oe sae ee 
promoters the wrong idea. 8 : he o- q nett TV (CBS) about two years ago. It | foca su ivision h — arte ns 

Guild is reported to have de- | tower. Director: Jack Gitmey switched to NBC last spring, follow- — video development scheme 

‘ | roducer: i ’ i ws. s. 

manded from Jacobs, Sy a meet- | ‘ 30 Mins.; Mon. 8:00 p.m. ing CBS’s shutter on all studio sho gen: g VEE ee 
tpg a ype nate Hay ne Car. | UNION ELECTRIC CO. OF MO. almost two months commuting be- 
ys dag «3 - god : A Set 4 00 S é ui KSD-TV, St. Louls : tween England, France and Switzer- 
thei fightess th ‘has ‘abana os cana abe Saal ] 0 rants land. He is particularly impressed 
paid a percentage of the gate and ° Aside from a natural timidity with the so-called educational or 
laimed the steadily-increasing num- of the cast to do their stuif documentary film which, however, 
he of tele sets rm homes and bars S or res gay he ver rg cae a Be tad e on this side of the Big Pond is con- 7 
was mainly responsible for the cur- AO “tat Pony US to ret of op ar * sidered the filler or chaser as in 
rent slump at the Garden boxoffice. vise sports and news programs, America. Frequently these docu- 


According to Jacobs’ office, how- 
ever, the gates this summer have 
been about the same as last summer 
and the slump is attributable only 
to the usual seasonal decline. It’s 
believed possible that the Guild | 
might attempt to force Jacobs’ hand | 
by refusing to let its top boxers ap- 
pear in the Garden. Such a move, 
however, would cut them off with 
even less than they’re getting now 
and is therefore considered un- 
likely. 

Too Early To Tell 

As far as 20th Century is con-| 
eerned, according to the Jacobs | 
spokesman, it’s still too early to de- 
termine exactly how tele affects 
gate receipts since the number of 
sets in circulation is still compara- 
tively small. He wouldn't predict, 
though, what action would be taken 
when the present contract expires 


which has 


j rights to a world series is expected 


PHILLY’S WEIL-TV ON 
AIR IN RECORD TIME 


Philadelphia. Aug. 12. 
WFIL-TV went on the air for the 
first time Wednesday (6), climaxing 
installation of its transmitter and 


antenna in a record time of 62 days, 
according to Kenneth W. Stowman, 
director of the Philadelphia In- 





Television Plum 


Assignment of the first television 


to be made next week by baseball 
Commissioner A. B.. (“Happy”) 
Chandler, 


Present indications are that Mu- 
tual, because of its exclusive radio 
rights to the series, will get the tele 
plum. If Mutual gets the nod, ac- 
cording to prexy Edgar Kobak, it 
will farm out actual airing of the 
series’ games to other broadcasters, 
since its tele operation, still in the 
planning stages, will not be ready to 
take the air by the time the series 
rolls around. 

Chandler called a meeting of 
broadcasters of all cities that might 
figure in the series for this week, 


(Continued on page 37) 

















was a click although the format was 
a quizzer with prizes dished out by 
the sponsor for the o.k. answers. 
Presence of Harry Gibbs, who 
m.c’d, and Dottye Bennett, a photo- 
genic gal, were of material aid. Both 
are vets in the local radio field, Miss 
Bennett serving as a featured song- 


| bird with Russ David’s orch (also 


KSD), for a number of years. Gibbs 
has plenty on the ball and in addition 
is an aceeptable cross between Sonny 
Tufts and Alan Ladd. The gals will 
like him on the screen. Candidates 
for the quizzes were selected from 
a mob attending the sponsor’s dealer 
meeting across the street from the 
station and others to follow will be 
chosen from similar powwodws. 

The charades were on the 
themes of three songs, “Give Me Five 
Minutes More,” “Tiptoe Through the 
Tulips” and “Under the Old Apple 
Tree.” Failure of scripters to permit 
Miss Bennett to warble was a slight 
drawback as she has won a host of 
friends in this burg with her interp 


Royal Prepping Worldwide Exchange 
Of Films, Ideas to. Aid Video, Goodwill 





ITS TWO TELE SHOWS 


Bristol-Myers, following the ad- 
'vertising retrenchment it instituted 
several months ago with its bowout 
from the Alan Young radio show, 
will pull out of the two television 
shows it now sponsors on WNBT 
(NBC, N. Y.) on Sept. 1. Shows are 
“At Home with Tex and Jinx,” aired 





17 More Wait 


Washington, Aug. 12. 

The dog days have apparently 
hypoed interest in television station 
operation, with one old and one new 
bid for video operation reaching 
FCC during the week. Tele grants 
now top the 60 mark. and 17 more 
bids are awaiting Commission action. 
Three video franchises are held up 
in hearing. 

The Lacy-Potter Television Co., 
|newcomers to radio, put in a new 
| bid for a $300,000 video operation on 
the No. 8 channel in Dallas. Com- 
pany is a partnership of Rogers Lacy 
and Tom Potter, oil magnates. Their 
mentor is F. J. Kelley, Jr., who, mas- 
terminded both engineering and pro- 


London, Aug. 5. 
When John F. Royal, veepee in 


BRISTOL-MYERS CANCELS) 7" 2% Rove. vec 


| turns to N. Y. by air from London, 


| Aug. 14, he will have consummated 


'a worldwide program for _ inter- 
| change of shows, films and program 
| ideas suitable for radio which should 
| achieve the dual purpose of further- 
jing video programming and further 
| accent the “one world” idea. Latter 
|aspect figures via the films which 
_are broadly called “documentaries” 


mentaries are playdated as impor- 
tantly as features. 

Royal sees these as the salvation 
of radio, especially as a means to 
bolster the program 
which are notoriously great or poor, 
on both sides of the Atlantic, with 
.no even keel. 

BBC is getting set for a big video 
offensive. It may not happen for 
four or five years but it may yet 
include a quasi-sponsorship even 
though the state-owned radio is 
completely sans commercials. The 
“commercial” phase may be by in- 
direction through (1) sportcasts into 
theatres and (2) the documentary 
films trailerizing some big business, 
tourism, an agricultural or natural 
resources objective and the like. 

Newswise, England particularly is 
a natural for newsreels, hence 
Royai’s accent on flying newsreels 


S ae om t back and forth. Certainly Princess 
eiaa ties pins pec gy of pop tunes. She did the com- | 8ram proposals. Elizabeth’s forthcoming marriage in 


John Reed Kilpatrick told Varrery 
two weeks ago that tele had not cut 
into Garden gates. He expressed 
conviction, moreover, that video 
would add at least one new fight 
fan who would come to the Garden 
in person for each fan who stayed 
away fo watch his tele. set. 

NBC, meanwhile, was caught in 


Par Dallies On 
DuMont Decish 


Paramount has not yet reached a 








mercials pantomime. 

Production values were consistent- 
ly good and the direction took ad- 
vantage of the cameras’ capacity of 
movement. Plenty of preparation 
was revealed in the teeoff program 
and aside from opening night jitters, 
those to follow should attract plenty 
of attention. A recent survey shows 
there are more than 600 tele sets in 
St. Louis and the number should in- 


They have garnered a 24-man 
staff and expect to operate 35 hours 
a week initially. Station KRLD and 
the Paramount-held Interstate Cir- 
cuit, Inc., also have proposed tele 
stations in Dallas. FCC is holding the 
Interstate bid in its file pending ac- 
tion on the alleged control of the 
Allen B. DuMont Laboratories by 
Paramount Pictures. 


November to Lt. Philip Mountbatten 
is top news. The Olympics next 
year ditto. And the continuing 
“peace” conferences, and the like. 
Every country would benefit thus- 
ly. No narrow-minded point of 
view can thus crop up, Royal feels, 
and already he has labor accords 
promised him on the Continent, from 





the middle of the squabble. Under |de¢ision on what it will do about | crease with the growing popularity} Meanwhile. the J. Hale Steinman | the British, etc. 

its contract with Gillette, which |S¢vering connections with DuMont, | of tele programs. Sahu. | station WDEL, Wilmington, asked ° ° 

sponsors the feature events on both | des pite the fact that the FCC-im- FCC to reinstate a station bid it GF in Format Switch From 
Monday and Friday nights, it’s com- sees deadline for action is next! wags TELEVISION pulled out in May, 1946, when the ’ 

mitted to deliver so many fights a|Monday (18). Par legalites still| with yonn Franklin, emcee controversy over color-vs.-black- ‘A h ? B ° ‘Gi | ? 
week. With no céntrol over either | have the matter under advisement, | Director: Herb Horton and-white tele was at its height. ut or, to ring ir Ss, 
the managers or Jacobs, it could do | according to tele chief Paul Rai-| Producer: Bob Jawer Company is asking for the no. 1 


nothing but stand around and hope. 


Philly Liquor Dealers 
File Protests Vs. Rule 
For Tele Amus. Permits 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 
The Philadelphia Retail Liquor 
Dealers Assn., Wednesday (6) filed 


formal exceptions in Harrisburg to 
a Dauphin county court decision that 
licensed dealers must obtain amuse- 
ment permits to operate television 





bourn, and there’s a good chance the 
company will ask for another time 
extension in which to make up its 
mind. 

FCC has denied the granting of 
any further station applications 
either to Par or DuMont until the 
two companies break away from 
eaca other. Raibourn emphasized 
|that Par is not being forced either 
to sell out its interest in DuMont or 
to try to buy the company out com- 
pletely, but conceded the lack of any 
positive action would mean no more 


15 Mins.; Fri. (8), 9 p.m. 
RUSSOF FURRIERS 
WPTZ, Phila. 


The idea of a beauty contest via 
tele is a sound one, and this show 
shapes up fairly well, considering 
the limitations of time and fact that 
not many contestants appear on the 
screen, Program evolves around 
judges selecting a winner of weekly 
contest on six shows, and then choos- 
ing a finalist at end of the period. 

As in flesh beauty competitions, 
girls are judged on basis of talent, 
beauty, poise and personality. Judges 
for this session were Bandleader Ray 





stations. Spokesman for DuMont, 
meanwhile, declared that it’s Par’s | 
move and up to the latter company | 
to take the initiative. 


Eberle. currently appearing at Frank 
Palumbo’s Click nitery; Lee Fuhr- 
man, former city es‘tor of the At- 
lanta Constitution and now with the 


channel for a community-type opera- 
tion. 

WDEL will spend $114.500 for its 
tele station and hopes to gear in 
with any network hookup between 
New York City and Washington. A 
similar hope was expressed by the 
Elm City Broadcasting Co. New 
Haven, which recently entered a 
community-type bid and said it was 
counting on affiliation with Du- 
Mont’s relay network between these 
points. 

Only drawback is fact that FCC 
has not yet okayed common carrier 
operation of tele nets by licensees 
themselves. This decision must wait 








‘Chance’ to WNBT Screen 


General Foods’ television hour on 
WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) gets a com- 
plete format switch during the next 
week. Benton & Bowles “Leave it to 
the Girls” in its segment will preem 
Thursday (21) and Young & Rubi- 
cam will try an adaptation of 
the “If I Had a Chance” radio show 
in the second half of the G-F hour. 
tomorrow (Thursday night) night. 

- “Girls,” replacing “Author Meets 
the Critics” under GF’s policy of 
testing various types of tele shows, 
will run six weeks, plugging Certo. 
Show will follow basically the same 


receivers. Thomas D. Caldwell, ; | Phillie flack fir ,. | for allocation to come in October | format as the radio version, with 

counsel for the association, filed the nee age 6 1g Page tee Flog ar gre | sociates, oad metals Ketmon 0 “7A | from the delegates at the interna- | Eloise McElhone, Margaret Johnson 

pavers. li ne - di 8 ie thr | Russof organization. tional radio parley at Atlantic City. |and Maggi McNellis comprising the 

The court’s ruling, issued by |2PPucalions pending fol ree | Judges are introduced to video board of femme experts. Eddie 
others. DuMont now operates out- | audience by emcee John Franklin. 


President Judge William M. Hargest, 
dismissed a suit seeking an injunc- 
tion to restrain the Pennsylvania 
Liquor Control Board from enforc- 
ing an order requiring amusement 


lets in New York and Washington, | 
has been granted a construction per- 
mit for Pittsburgh and has two ap- 
plications pending. 





and then view the contest over a 
tele set in the studio. After selec- 


| tion of winner is made, the judges 


return to announce name of winner 
to Franklin. 


PAR’S KTLA TO STEP UP 
STAFF, PROGRAMMING 


Dunn will be regular emcee. 

Two guestars will be added to the 
cast each week, with author-lecturer 
William Bradford Huie slated to 
argue the men’s point of view on 


permits for taverns and cafes show- oa Models were Jeanne Lindmark. Hollywood, Aug. 12. | the preem show and Dorothy Kil- 
ing televised sports events and other | Fran Harris’ Coast 0 0 | Angela Del Vac, Mildred Shecter and| In response to increased adver-| gallen joining the ladics on the 
enter.ainment. Argument on the ex- eVe | Dolores Smith. The winners were |tiser and agency interest in video | opposite side of the fence. Show is 


ceptions will probably be the next 


Chicago, Aug 12. | 





step in the legal fight, according to 


court officials. | Ruthrauff & Ryan, Chicago, leaves 


Caldwell’s bill contended the court | 
erred in ruling that television “con- 
stitutes a moving picture exhibition | 
within the term ‘moving picture ex- 


° | 
hibition’ under the Liquor Control | 


Fran Harris, television director of | 


for the Coast Thursday (14) to have | 
a look at the television picture. She | 
plans making the rounds of the} 
Hollyweed studios te check on films | 
that are being made or have been, 


Miss. Shecter and Miss Lindmark, 
the judges hitting a deadlock, and 
thus giving a double award. Girls 
get gift certificates for appearing on 
show, and the finalists win a $1,000 
fur coat. 

In addition to modeling furs on 
the show, the contestants appear in 
bathing suits, as well as doing a 
specialty such as singing, dancing, or 


| possibilities, Paramount's tele sta- 
tion KTLA will soon increase its 
|; Operating time and programming 
|}and will add to its production staff. 
| First step in speeded up expansion 
| will be to hire several producers 
| with experience in tele and allied 
‘entertainment fields. 


packaged by Martha Rountree, with 
Joan Sinclaire’ directing. Herb 
Leder will produce for the agency. 
| Y & R's “Chance” is tentatively 
'scheduled for this week alone, re- 
| placing the film show staged by the 
; agency for the last several stanzas. 


Possibility exists that Y & R might 





: | es ° | 9 . 2 ‘ ‘a : ” 
Act. Tavern operators denied that /|for television especially. Also to | SP* ‘Spo ey Berge > They ll head up different program | take over “Author Meets Critics 
televi-ion falls within the “moving | find out what's been happening out eee tne ey — pa _divisions and prepare new features for subsequent shows, since the 


picture exhibition” category as the | 
tele showings are not captured on | 


there on live tele production and | 
promotion, 


with clarity, and contest idea is bas- 
cally entertaining. Needs more 
Shal. 


;to increase station’s variety, now 
largely confined to sports and special 


| Martin Stone package has been well 
,received by both the public and 


shortcomings® 


pe ty a: 











film. i It will be a four-week stay. 


lamwewee eae em eere sees een nae a ee 


) nate acnaelaainaancmaniit Mills 


showmanship, 


i events, 


. “-« ~* *#e we . “ne” -.«e-* -~ee ere ee 











~Tormener epee Same pasate eed egg. Ra 





CT ms 

















aod 





Wednesday, August 13, 1947 


VARIETY 





RADIO 83 





—_ 


MBS Sets Sights 
As No. 1 Sun. Net 
On ‘Non-NBC Aud 


‘ Mutual is putting its programming 
eggs into the Sunday, afternoon- 
evening time basket for the fall 
with the same sort of preoccupation 
which one of its rivals, ABC, cur- 
rently is giving to Bingsday 
Wednesday evening) 
ing. 
Mutual 


(alias 


show bracket- 


would tee off the 
and a quarter hours of sponsored 
programming between 2 and 10 p.m. 
Sundays. Last spring the net had 
bankrollers for five and a quarter 
of these same hours. 

Reasoning of Mutual execs is that 
neither their net nor any other can 
compete with NBC’s Benny-Mc- 
Carthy-Allen combo, but there must 
be a fair number of listeners left 
over who prefer other fare, so why 
not go after them with as heavy a 
concentration as possible of varied 
listener bait, notably adventure and 
whodunit stuff, which is Mutual’s 
meat? 

Net this week slotted one of its 
hotter acquisitions for the fall, 
“Sherlock Holmes,” in the Sunday 
7 p.m. period opposite Jack Benny. 
Helbros watches renewed “Quick As 
a Fiash” (picking up Win Elliott as 
emcee in place of Ken Roberts) and 
got back its 5:30 p.m. spot. Gabriel 
Heatter’s Mutual Benefit show has 
been pushed up from 10 to the 7:30 
segment. Jimmy Fidler’s new Carter 
stint on Mutual is pegged at the 
8:30. “Juvenile Jury,” on at 1:30 for 
General Foods last spring, is moving 
down to 3:30. Pharmaco’s new Jim 
Backus show’s on the 9:30 slot. 

Although Revere Copper is drop- 
ping “Exploring the Unknown” and 
said to be mulling a fling at the day- 
time field, Mutual sales chiefs are 
reported confident of wrapping up 
sponsors for “f&xploring’s” 9 p.m. 
period as well as for the 3 o’clock 
spot now occupied by “Reunion,” a 
sustainer. 


Reslotting of “Juvenile 


IBEW Local Admits It 
‘Lost Battle, But Not War’ 
In 5-Month WCKY Strife 


Cincinnati, Aug. 12. 
Local 1,224, International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, ceased 
picketing WCKY last week as its 
strike against the station reached the 


‘fifth month. “We have lost the battle, 





Jury” 


Prospects this week were that | 
1947-48 | 


as x nt rith ¢ ast six | ,; , epee 
season next month with at least six | tional will be asked to place WCKY 





’ 


: R 
but not the war,” said James Mattox, 
president of the AFL unit. 

Five of the local’s members who 
bolted the union and 
their jobs will be 
strike-breaking, Mattox announced, 
and the international will be asked 
to ban them from the brotherhood. 
He also declared that the interna- 


charged with 


permanently on the unfair list. 
Withdrawal of the picket line per- 


mitted announcers who belong to the | 


American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists and walked out in sympathy 


their jobs, provided the station will 
rehire them. Two AFRA members 
rejoined WCKY during the late stage 


of the ‘picketing and have been 
dropped from that local 
The breach between IBEW and 


WCKY developed from a no-strike 
clause which the station wanted and 
which the union has since adhered 
to with WKRC and its FM station 


| WCTS. 


WCAX (Vt.)-AFRA Pact 
Boston, Aug. 12. 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists has worked out an agree- 
ment with WCAX, Burlington, Vt., 
covering announcers and other per- 
formers. The pact is retroactive to 
July 1. 
This is the first such deal the un- 
ion has set in the state of Vermont. 
A. Frank Reel represented AFRA. 





brackets it back-to-back with an- 
other General Foods item, “House 
of Mystery,” at 4. Other sponsored 
shows in the Sunday lineup for the 
fall are “True Detective Mysteries” 
(O’Henry) at 4:30; “Shadow” (G. 
Barr, Carey Salt, D. L. & W. Coal) 
at 5; “Those Websters’ (Quaker 
Oats) at 6; “Nick Carter’ (Cudahy) 
at 6:30. 


returned to | 


Double Standard 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Don Kelley, who doubles from 
publicity chief to director of spe- 
cial events at WBBM, CBS's Chi- 
cago key, apparently practices a 
double standard with regard to 
operations of the two chores. As 
press boss Kelley has a policy 
against leg and bosom art, while 
his juvenile delinquency series, 
“Report Uncensored,” is regard- 
ed as about the toughest and 
most plain-speaking program on 
the network. 
“Report” is kudoed in the cur- 
rent issue of Time mag, especial- 
ly for its gloveless approach. 


KSTP TO HAVE NEW 5006 
BUILDING IN TWIN CITIES 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 











Stanley Hubbard, owner and gen- 
| eral] 


| plans for a new station home strad- | 
with the IBEW strikers to return to | 


| dling Minneapolis-St. Paul boundary 
| line on University avenue, principal 
intercity thoroughfare. 

| Station building itself will exceed 
| $500,000 in cost, Hubbard said, and 
jis expected to center a $3,000,000 
| retail center. 


| price was not revealed, but was re- 
| ported to be in six figures. 

New building will house AM, FM 
and television broadcast facilities and 
construction will begin immediately. 
Building will be 82 by 136 feet, with 
prptees television and FM antenna 


lest tower in the Twin Cities. 


Aussie Gets 16 Stations 


Washington, Aug. 12. 
Sixteen new national broadcasting 
stations are being added in Austra- 
lia, according to word just received 
here. The Australian Postal Depart- 
ment, which handles the broadcast- 
ing, has started a three-year expan- 








sion plan which will bring the Aus- 
sie transmitting setups to a total of 
50. 

The new stations will be distri- 
buted in all states of Australia, with 
regional transmitters being spotted 
where present reception is unsatis- 
factory. 


manager of KSTP, announced | 


Property has 364-foot | 
| frontage, is 400 feet deep. Purchase | 


at rear of structure, becoming high- | 


Washington, Aug. 12. 

FCC is making no haste to sign the 
order which would divide its mem- 
bership into three autonomous di- 
visions (broadcast; non-broadcast 
radio and common carrier) begin- 
ning Oct. 1, with result that some 
FCC staffers proposed 
three-man division setup will never 
(For the past 10 
years all seven FCC members have 
passed on broadcast matters). 

Although FCC Chairman Charles 
R. Denny, Jr., committed FCC to 
some type of bifurcation in testimony 
before the ‘Senate Interstate Com- 


are saying 





| become a reality. 





FCC Taking Time In Signing Order 
To Cut Itself Up Into 3 Divisions 


members of the FCC broadcast divi- 
sion may be upcoming. Idea is that 
this would resolve intramural con- 
flicts and at the same time provide 
for a 3-to-2 vote rather than 2-to-2 
splits which might arise when Denny 
votes with the three regular division 
members. 

Also persuasive for this move i 
fact that broadcasting is considered 
the most important single FCC ac- 
tivity and therefore could justifiably 


| require attention of four rather than 


three FCC members. 
Other rumors are that FCC Chair- 


}man Charles R. Denny, Jr., will leave 
| the Commission this fall and that de- 


merce Committe2 this June, it is no| 


never favored the 
Same is true of FCC 


secret he has 
division plan. 


Commissioner Clifford J. Durr and | 


to a lesser degree of GOP member 
Rosel Hyde. Real impetus for the 
| move came from ex-FCC’er Ray C. 
Wakefield and incumbent Paul A. 
Walker, both of whom are experts 
in the telephone and “telegraph field. 

Active push of at least four FCC 
members to get on the all-important 
and  politically-strategic broadcast 
division may mean 
present 
|} reports here. As planned, the broad- 
cast division would have only three 
members plus Chairman Denny who 
would sit on all three departments. 

Capitol Hill Republicans are de- 
termined to seat newly named 
| Robert F. Jones on the broadcast di- 
| vision, while FCC veterans E. K. 
| Jett, Hyde and Durr are equally de- 
termined to have a hand in broad- 
cast matters. Since Jones is new to 
radio, it might be hard to justify his 
bumping radiowise Republican Rosel 
Hyde and it is believed any broad- 
cast division should include a 
GOP’er, a Democrat (Durr) and an 
Independent (Jett). Since Denny is 
a Democrat, some GOP stalwarts 





|argue that both Hyde and Jones 
|should sit, and Durr should be 
| dropped. 


Compromise Plan 
Therefore, rumors are that a com- 
promise plan calling for four regular 


|\FCC is 


| 


| 


junking of the} 
division plan, according to | 
|}as planned by 











cision whether the entire FCC bench 
will continue to act on all radio cases 
will fall on the shoulders of his suc- 
cessor. 

Denny isn’t talking about this 
scuttlebut though everybody else at 
plenty worried about the 
possibility of his leaving. 


RWG TO AWARD ‘MIKES’ 
AT GUILD BALL IN FEB. 


Annual awards of “Golden Mikes” 
for “best” broadcasts and craftsmen, 
the Radio Writers 
Guild, will be made at a Guild ball 
at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., 
early next February. Awards will 
go to the writers of “best” shows in 
such categories as comedy, variety, 
documentary, drama and children’s, 

Special citations will be given per- 
formers, directors and sound effects 
men responsible for meritorious 
shows. The selections of all “bests” 
will be made by radio industry 
people. An award committee, with 
Howard Teichman, Kenneth Webb 
and Max Wylie as co-chairmen, 
will administer the operation. Nom- 
inations will be made by represen- 
tatives of the networks, ad agencies 
and radio guilds, and may be amend- 
ed by a board of reps from the va- 
rious fields of the industry. The 
winners will then be decided by a 
mail vote of the members of the 











ere te 





a 








— -~— re: ee 





RWG. 








goes." 


VARIETY says... “Olsen's line of 

ab is fast dnd funny, and as emcee 
he manages to infuse the show with 
a clambake spirit in which anything 





Also, 
1055. 





THE BILLBOARD says... " ‘Let's 
Play House,’ with Johnny Olsen and 
Bette Buckner going back vocally to 
their childhood days, make the 
dittying count." (Apollo No. 1013) 
in Swedish Dialect, 
Smorgasbord Song" Victor No. 25- 


"The 


PRODUCING OWN SHOWS IN NEW YORK 
BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER 


FREE LANCE EMCEE NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
RADIO .... TELEVISION 


“OLSEN’S RUMPUS ROOM 


Management JOHN GIBBS 


**NOW READY FOR SPONSORSHIP 9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 





NOW IT CAN BE TOLD.........HERE’S WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT 


TELEVISION 





RATING 


THE BILLBOARD says . . . "Zip and 
zany emsee, Johnny Olsen, was in 
rare shape and with 

proved himself, as usual, a topnotch 
video entertainer.” 


THE EVENING TRIBUNE, LAW- 
RENCE, MASS. says... “The jam- 
packed Warner Theatre, which has 
echoed to the laughter provoked by 
the best comics in vaudeville, never 
had a more engaging entertainer 
than cape 


ceptive audience.’ 


3 CONTINUOUS YEARS ON “LADIES BE SEATED” 


BROUGHT HOOPER RATING FROM 1.8 TO 5.6 
HIGHEST AFTERNOON PARTICIPATION SHOW 


THEATRE 


his fast patter 





Olsen, nor a more re- * 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Bill Murray, of the William Morris office, due for parenthood in No- 
vember....Charley Irving vacationing at Jamaica, British West Indies. 
He has regular parts on the “Dr. Malone,” “Willie Piper,” “Exploring the 
Unknown” and Henry Morgan shows... . Bill Clark, CBS staff scripter, put- 
ting the final polishing on a legit play about Mary Todd Lincoln. He ll 
give first 0.0. to Helen Hayes, for whom he’s written several radio scripts | 
_...Elwood Hoffman, CBS assistant script»editor, has finished a stage play, | 
too....When Garnet Garrison initiates his radio course at Michigan Uni- 
versity he'll import radio stars for summer guest lectures. He has about a 
month more as NBC staff producer before taking the pedagogue stint 
the Henry Jaffes (Jean Muir) summering at Larchmont... .While mulling | 
various propositions for a new job, Nick Keesely partnered with Ned 
Bitner to cop the Westchester C. C. best-ball foursome champeenship.... 
Harry Ackerman, Fred Wile, Bill Schinnick, all of Y&R, with Ralph Bell 
are a weekly tennis foursome at Westport....Trevor Adams, radio rep for 
the N. Y. Yankees, got an athletic impulse last week and collected a sore 
shoulder shagging flies to the team’s outfielders....Jerry Devine, writer- 
producer of “This Is Your FBI,” who moved himself and the show to the 
Coast last fall, is recording several broadcasts ahead, so he can visit New 
York the month of September....Bob Martin, radio choral director, inked 
to do vocal arrangements and rehearse chorus for George Abbott's forth- | 
coming musical, “High Buttoned Shoes.” 


WHN’s specially-recorded interviews with Sen. Brewster and Elliott 
Roosevelt, conducted by Ed Hart, producer of “Is Congress Doing Its Job?” | 
transcribed WHN show, among week’s highlight of local listening.... | 
Actress-writer Nan Coburn and producer-director Al Kallman newest | 
husband and wife producing team, with a new type quiz show called “The 
Clue’s In the Tune,” with contestants themselves acting as quizmasters. 
Several sponsors showing interest. Miss Coburn doubles as assistant pub- 
licity director at WHN. 

Bob Heller, of CBS, off to Rockwell Kent’s upstate farm for a month's 
between-documentaries hiatus....After Aug. 21 new address for the Abe 
Schechters will be Hotel Madison....Ed Murrow officially checked out 
last Friday as public affairs veepee at CBS and will spend a month rest- | 
ing at Pawling before embarking on his new Campbell Soup commentary | 
stint....Tom Luckenbill, Wm. Esty’s radio boss, off to the Pennsylvania 
hillsides for a month....Lloyd Shaffer renewed by Chesterfield for third 
consecutive year as musical conductor for its NBC “Supper Club,” resum- 
ing for fall season Sept. 8 with Perry Como....Fred Allen in from Cape 
Cod and off to Bermuda this week for additional hiatus siesta....Kevin 





| 


McCarthy new to “David Harum”....Al Patterson joins “Our Gal Sun- 
day”....Vinton Hayworth, Adelaide Klein, Lawson Zerbe and Alan Devitt 
new quartet on “Rose of My Dreams”... .“Bunny” Coughlin in from Coast 


...-Baby girl born Aug. 3 to Shirley Eder (Mrs. Ed Slotkin): 


Benton & Bowles has a new. Beechcraft plane and fulltime pilot standing 
by at Teterboro (N.J.) for use by the agency’s brass... .Col. Jack Redding, 
Demo National Committee publicity chief, up from D. C. looking for a 
radio director for the fall election push....Win Elliott to replace Ken 
Roberts as m.c. when “Quick As a Flash” returns to Mutual in the fall.... 
WOR's moppet platter spinner, Robin Morgan, heading for the disk jockey 
convention in Chi this weekend. Barry Gray, who’s also going, will orig- 
inate his WOR-Mutual stanza from the Windy City with a dozen fellow 
jocks, including Martin Block, as guests....Dorothy Brodine, sec’y to 
WHN’s manager Frank Roehrenbeck, has a yarn in this month’s Seventeen 
mag....Library of Congress’ Acquisitions Dept. last week asked WNEW 
for a set of its tolerance jingles disks, “Keep Faith With America,” for 
its permanent files....Sam Blake appointed radio director for Disabled 
American Veterans’ ballgame at Polo Grounds Sept. 12....WINS to broad- 
cast tonight (Wed.) “The Story of the American Summer Theatre,” a 
documentary program transcribed especially for British audiences abroad 


...-Allan T. Zachary resigned as WNYC publicity director, to join Russell 
Birdwell as account exec. 


Roy Wilson, independent producer-manager, who went off to Florida 
to operate a war plant during the late hubbub, has dusted off his Gotham 


, “U.S. Net 


Continued from page 1 























000,000. Take taxes off of that, which 
amount to about $45,000,000, leaving 
a net of $80,000,000. Subtract that 
from the $120,000,000 foreign and 
domestic net of 1946 and there’s 
still $40,000,000 left. That’s assuming, 
of course, that business is as good 
this year as last—and again it is 
not. 


It can’t be overemphasized, either, 
in this pencil exercise that “over- 
all” industry statistics are being 
used. Companies and indie producers 
without domestic theatre profits to 
fall back on would, it’s repeated,- 
undoubtedly suffer severely. 
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Heard by most... 
neferred by most 


in the BUYING Ark-La-Tex 


Write for Availabilities 


50,000 WATTS _— 


Represented by The Branhan 


| Jolson on makeup of Kraft Music Hall. 


| Glenn Ford reenacting “Stolen Life.” 
| Daughter” was announced as curtain raiser, but picture had to be moved 


desk and is back in biz....CBS newsmen Eric Sevareid and John Adams, 
accompanied by Reberto Unanue, the net’s assistant director of Latin 
American relations, planed Sunday (10) to Rio to cover the hemispheric 
treaty conference opening Friday (15)... .Man-bites-dog note: Ira Knaster, 
who writes for Radio Mirror, went over to Jersey to interview Woody 
Klose and his wife, whose “Red Hook 31” is a new midday chatter strip 
on Mutual—and wound up playing the couple’s first guest on their show. 

Jay Jostyn will give a seminar in radio acting at NYU during fall 
semester....Leon Goldstein, WMCA vice-prexy, has taken off for a 
month’s vacation..,.Walter Kaner, WWRL publicity director, named pub- 
lic relations chairman of Lions club of N. Y.....When Lum ‘n Abner 
move over to CBS in the fall, Red Barber’s co-op sports program will be 
heard on an eastern hookup in the 6:30-6:45 p.m. segment while L&A 
use up the rest of the network for their repeat bygoadcast. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


John U. Reber due in this week for preliminary discussions with Al 
Understood no one has been 
signed for the show except Joley....Vic Hunter, talent and new show 
topper at Foote, Cone & Belding, flew to Cleveland where his father 
passed away....Hal Hackett trekked back to N. Y. after tying together 
a few loose ends here for MCA....Sid Strotz off the job for a physical 


overhauling....Tommy Cook, radio juve, made most of the eastern tennis 
tournaments and brought back a few trophies to let the home folks know 
how good he is....Sponsor (Pharmaco) liked his Jim Backus show so 


well that he ordered the full Don Lee network of 43 stops after an initial 


order of only 12 outlets....Ted Smith, late Coast tele head of the Thomp- 
son agency, returning to Tahiti for another year. He allows that by then 
video will be grown up....Marion Inclan, who has done a bit of singing 
on Latin-American radios, picking a few guest spots here while testing 


| at RKO....Tony Martin’s guesters will gather at the Texaco pump in this 


sequence: Ed Gardner, Judy Canova and Danny Thomas....Mark Warnow 
left his bed and board at a Santa Monica hospital for convalescence at 
home from a cutting job....Selma Diamond and Sid Zelinka heading east 
to whip up comedy material for Phil Silvers’ ABC stanza. The Diamond 
gal, one of the few femme joke writers in radio, teamed up with Onnie 
Whizen to write a comedy for Abbott & Costello, sold it to Universal- 
International and drew a contract for the screenplay....Lux goes to the 
barrier Aug. 25 for its 14th consecutive season with Bette Davis and 
On last season’s signoff, “Farmer’s 


back because of Loretta Young’s unavailability. 


An NBC office romance blossomed into nuptials for Dalpha Fasken, 
writer of promotion and adyertising copy, and Alfred M. Woolley (kin 
of Monty), office manager of the net’s Radio Recordings....Carl Stanton 
around for the Jack Smith originations and other Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sam- 
ple biz....Viv McLeod and Dick McKnight teamed up to whip up a comedy 
series called “House of Harrigan”’....Sid Dorfman and Larry Gelbert will 
toil with Marvin Fisher on the Jack Carson scripts....Walter Lurie back 
to N. Y. after scouring the scene for talent and properties to bolster 
Mutual’s fall lineup of new shows. He didn’t miss a trick and must have 
the best collection of availables extant....Ge Ge Pearson and Hal Gerard 
will have a microphone on their breakfast table if a certain sponsor 
cottons to their audition....American Tobacto refuses to be stampeded 
into making a decision on Jack Paar despite all the trade publicity’ about 
being continued into season for Pall Mall. They have until Aug. 29 to 
make up their collective minds..:.Don Sharpe and Chuck Koren joined 
forces to agent radio talent....Old Gold’s strawhatter, “Rhapsody in 
Rhythm,” carries on for an extra two weeks, 15 in all, to ride out the 
summer spell....Wine industry is perking and many of the old accounts 
will be drifting back to the kilocycles. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


John McCormick, platter spinner on WBBM’s “Matinee at Midnight,” 
will be host to the nation’s disk jockeys on a special 35-minute program 
Aug. 15, when they meet at the Hotel Sherman....Clark Dennis was in- 
terviewed by Hank Grant on Saturday (9) during his “Teens and Tunes 
Club” over WGN....Roy McLaughlin, station manager of WENR in New 
York for confabs with ABC officials there....Professor Backwards and 
Felix Adler guested on “Meet the Stars” this week....Bruce Bryant, 
formerly salesman with KTUC, Tucson, added to WENR-ABC spot sales 
staff Aug. 4....Jane Lippold leaving for New York vacation. 


Olan Soule, who resigned role as lead on “Grand Marquee” to assume 
leading man chores on “First Nighter,” which will originate in Hollywood, 
has left for Coast to do house hunting....Patsy Lee of Oakland, Cal., has 
been given a 13-week contract as vocalist on “Breakfast Club”... .Joanie 
Hiatt, chosen “Miss Chicago,” made her first radio guest appearance on 
WJJD Ernie Sinion show....Buddy Stewart, currently at Hotel Sherman, 
on the Dave Garroway show Aug. 10....James Olson of Evanston and 
James Roxborough of Park Ridge awarded the Edgar Bergen scholarships 
at Northwestern Univ....“The Lights Go Out” resumed series Aug. 5 with 
Jan Sterling as guest and Rose Dunn and Jim Ameche portraying Mr. 
and Mrs. Light....While Jose Bethancourt vacations in Guatemala, the 
Art Van Damme Quintet will sub on “Echoes From the Tropics”’....Ben 
Park of WBBM was project chairman of session at Public Service Radio 
Institute in Madison last week....Mario DeLaVal of “Carousel” did shot 
on “Let’s Have Fun” last Tuesday....Foote, Cone & Belding purchased 
Jack Starr’s “Star Stories” for Trim Hair Tonic. Series will start over 


WSBT, South Bend, on Aug. 18....Jack Hill in Chi interviewing talent for 
“Big Break.” 
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FM Grants 
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Norfolk and to the Suffolk News Co. 
in nearby Suffolk, Va. 

Jack D. Presser, a certified public 
accountant, is prexy of the Union 
Co. in Elizabeth. Stockholders Jack 
and Seymour Steinhart, who have 
worked at WGOV, Valdosta, Ga. and 
KMBC, Kansas City, Mo., will sup- 
ply the radio savvy. Harold C. 
Bishop, who won a permit in Green 
Brook Township, N. J., has his own 
Radio Service Labs and another FM 
permit in Harrisburg. 

Both the Newark Broadcasting 
Corp., Newark, and the Chanticleer 
Broadcasting Co., New Brunswick, 
already hold permits for AM sta- 
tions. Newark has the AM call of 
WVNJ, while Chanticleer is building 
WCTC in New Brunswick. Prexy of 
the Newark Co,is Arthur Egner, at- 
torney and manufacturer. James 
Howe, prez of Chanticleer, has been 
connected with WLVA, Lynchburg 
and KBTM, Danville, Va. 

CBS Engineers Team Up 

W. H. Moffatt and George R. 
Chambers, CBS engineers, are 
teamed up in Radio New Rochelle, 
which copped off the second com- 
munity-sized channel in the area. J. 


D. Parker will be this station's sales | 


manager. 








George W. Bauer, a construction 





and real estate man from Summit, 
N. J., is prexy of the C. H. Winans 
Co. in Watchung. Principals in the 
Coastal Broadcasting Co. at Bay 
Shore, inclue Norbert G. Stone. a 
jewelry salesman, and Henry Sta- 
bile, an announcer at WLAW, Law- 
rence, Mass. 

Harry D. Fornari, FM permit 
holder in Mineola, was formerly in 
charge of Italian radio at OWI and 
has handed Italian languge shows 
for Walter Lemmon’s shortwave 


by Anton Chmela, who also has a 
Class A permit in Camden, N. J.. 


and is a radio engineering consult- 
ant. 


Motorized Disk Jock 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

A true Hollywood note has been 
added to the aired sales pitch of 
|Murphy Motors, Glendale dealer, 
| Sponsors of Don Otis’ platter parade, 
“Your Serenade” on Dorothy 
Thackrey’s KLAC. 

Broadcasts are being made on the 
Site of the car lot where m.c. Otis 
turns the mike over to demonstra- 
tors between records for running of 
motors, door-slamming, brake work- 
| ing, interviews of prospective buy- 
ers and—if possible—comment from 
contended buyers, to afford true-to- 
life bally. 











station WRUL, Boston. The Ameri- | 
can Quartz Labs, Yonkers, is headed | 








FCC Repeats 


Continued from page 27 


used its own studios for the pro- 
duction of programs which were care 
ried by remote control to the trans- 
mitters of the stations in question, 
In at least one case the contract 
provided that the advertising agency 
should take” over the commercial 
management of the station.” 

Adding that euch contracts had not 
been filed with the Commission, “nor 
had the stations involved in such 
contractual arrangements requested 
the Commission’s consent therefor,” 
the statement condemned al! such 
practices as clearly violating its basic 
policy that broadcastérs must be re- 
sponsible for their own program ma- 
terial. The Commission did not in- 
— what action, if any, it might 





take against the offending licensees, 





FCC Favors Trend of Nets 
To Programming Takeover 


Sale of time in blocks to sponsors, 
ad agencies or individual performers 
was a fairly common practice among 
local stations until recent years, 
when FCC disapproval for the most 
part ended it. Until the Commission's 
statement Monday revealed its oc- 
casional recurrence it had presum- 
ably disappeared entirely. 

What the FCC pronouncement 
failed to mention, but is inherent in 
it by implication, is that responsi- 
bility for broadcast material must 
not be delegated by networks 
through relinquishing control of pro- 
grams to advertisers or agencies. 
Thus, in effect, the federal solons 
condemn the general trend of com- 
mercial radio during the 1930’s and 
mid-40’s, during which program con- 
trol was largely taken over from 
the networks by the advertisers and 
agencies. Hence, too, the FCC obvi- 
ously favors the recent trend in the 
reverse direction, of the networks 
working steadily to recapture pro- 
gramming sayso from the advertising 
interests. 

As an example of how far adver- 
tiser control of program material 
may go, General Foods about three 
years ago instructed its several ad 
agencies to push the “free enter- 
prise” theme in all broadcasts of its 
shows. The idea was to be: plugged 
in the regular continuity of dramatic 
or comedy-crama programs and, 
where that was not feasible, inserted 
in the commercial copy. The orders 
were issued at the time grade label- 
ing legislation (subsequently defeat- 
ed) was pending in Congress. How- 
ever, before the instructions could 
be put into effect, the bankroller was 
persuaded by various agency execu- 
tives to rescind them. 





St. Louis—Six leading business 


firms in Collinsville, Ill, are co- 
sponsors of WTMV’s “The World 
News at Six,” gabbed five times 
weekly over WTMV, East St. Louis, 
-Tom Duffy, newscaster is in his sec- 
ond year in this. stint. 
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Inside Stufi—Radio 


On his ABC “News of Tomorrow” program from The Hague last week, 
Dan Schorr, web foreign correspondent, told of the Dutch government's 
reaction toward the shift in American opinion on the Indonesian question 
and of the better understanding among Americans of the real basic issues 
involved. 

Of interest to the trade, however, is the fact that the Dutch government 
is a client of Radio Reports, Inc., the New York outfit which monitors radio 


programs, and that the government's official statement was based on RR’s | 


report of its monitoring of all public opinion-commentary programs. 





Betty Crocker (ABC house name for Zella Lane), who actually makes 
cooking demonstrations while broadcasting her five-a-week morning 
“Magazine of the Air” on ABC, is cooking very well with her sponsor, 
General Mills, too. Three weeks ago when Harry L. Bullis, prexy of 


General Mills, returned from a trip to Europe, Miss Crocker invited him } 


to do a guest shot, telling about food conditions on the Continent. Last 
week GM came through with an order boosting its sponsorship of the 
Betty Crocker stanza from 61 stations to the full net, effective Sept. 1. 


“Magazine” teed off last March with a 13-week trial tab from GM and 
snared a full-year renewal in May. 
Walter Hackett, ex-NBC staff director, who’s been up Boston lately 


writing a play, was back in New York late last week prepping a new 
transcribed show which has been underwritten by Philip K. Brown, a 
Boston millionaire with an interest in radio and the theatre. Show is a 
15-minute item called “American Success Story,’ featuring Les Tremayne 
in dramatized narratives of famous lives. 

Two audition platters, one retailing highlights in the career of George 
Gershwin, the other dittoing Horatio Alger, have been cut by NBC 
Recording. 
already, Hackett says. 

Novel angle of the show’s prepping involved hiring of a Boston firm to 
run a poll on potential listener interest in such a program. Outfit made 33 
phone calls, 34 house-to-house calls, 33 man-in-street queries, getting a 
total of 69 yesses, 17 noes and 14 undecides, 
for some time with NBC’s “School of the Air,” has a piece in the current 
“Best One-Act Plays of 1946.” 
volume. 

Right name of Gordon Hall, Fletcher Wiley’s man in 
WCAE, is Philip MacMurray but when Wiley installed him in Smoky 
City, he insisted on the commentator picking another tag because he was 
afraid there might possibly be some confusion with Phil Murray, the labor 
leader who makes his home in Pittsburgh. So MacMurray took a couple 
of his middle names. He has a brother, Fred MacMurray—not the film 
star, however. Hall’s still waiting around Pittsburgh, on salary, for an- 
other assignment from Wiley following end of latter’s one-year deal on 
WCAE which wasn’t renewed, 








In one of the outstanding promotions achieved in northern Ohio, WTAM 
and WGAR, Cleveland, staged a softball game with proceeds totaling 
$1,225 going to the Damon Runyon Cancer Fund, last Thursday night. 

With over 4,500 persons jamming Lakewood Elks’ Field, WTAM’s nine 
eked out a hard-fought nine innings by the score of 17 to 16. The 
WTAM’ers piled up an early lead, bus WGAR, which recently boosted its 
ee to 50,000 watts, to equal that of long-standing WTAM's strength, 
rallied. 

WJW joined the festivities with an almost two-hour broadcast of the 
first three innings. Jim Dudley did a top notch job at the sports mike. 
WHK has now challenged the winner and the city’s other stations are also 
expected to follow suit. 
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Stanza is a low-budgeted item and there are agency nibbles | 


Hackett, who was associated | 


It’s the second year in a row he’s hit this | 


Pittsburgh on | 


yesterday (Tues.) apparently were 
near agreement on terms, although 
neither side would talk about it. 

| “Info,” following the same switch- 
|over route from CBS which Kate 


| Smith took early this summer, would 


| become Mutual's second stellar co-op | 


| attraction in a mounting sales battle 
; between Mutual and ABC for bigger 
|and better co-op piums. Latier nei- 
| work, with 
ing” prospering as a co-op, has just 
annexed Abbott & Costello to dangle 
before local advertisers. 


Mutual’s Kate Smith, in less than 
two months on the air, has run up a 
record-setting total of 293 station 
sales, skyrocketing the net’s co-op 
program sales total above the 1,000 


mark—largest number on any net in 
broadcasting history. Last year at 
this date the total stood at 557. 
number of local sponsors of mutual 
co-ops is “well over 2,000.” 

“Info,” dropped by Parker Pens 
in June, has been peddled for $12,- 
500. If it gets a guarantee of such 
an amount on Mutual, it would be 
in the running for the top co-op 
| take. Kate Smith’s gross is claimed 
to be near the $10,000 mark. Abbott 
| & Costello, it’s said, could gross a 
|} maximum of $17,500 on a sellout of 
| their co-op stanza, which is the high- 


jest priced package to date in this 
field. ABC affiliates are peddling it 
at 80% of their network hourly rate 
(most co-ops get from 20% to 40%). 


WETW Hits the Air 


Fort Wayne, Aug. 12. 
WFTW, Fort Wayne, new 1,000- 





first time Sunday (10) with regular 
broadcasting operations starting the 
following day. 

William R. Aldrich has resigned as 
sales manager of WGL, that city, 
to become general sales manager of 
WFTW. Other officials of the new 
station include John Dietrich, chief 
engineer, Rex Moad, program direc- 
tor, and Jud Chrisney, continuity 
writer. Edward G. Thoms is presi- 
dent and general manager of the 
| Fort Wayne Broadcasting Co., opera- 
tor of the station. 





“America’s Town Meet- | 


The | 


watt station, went on the air for the | 


Gen. Allen Loses Out in El Paso Bid 
| As FCC Favors Local Residence Plea 





Are You There? 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
In trying to get a quick meas- 
{ ure of its latest coverage, WJJD, 
| which last week upped its power 
to 50.000 watts, resorted to a de- 





vice that hasn’t been in much 
use since the 1920's. It asked 
listeners “Can you hear us 
now”?” and the postal cards came 
pouring in from as far as New 
York and the Panama Canal 
Zo} e 

As Art Hare, the station’s man- 
ager, put “Why beat your 
| for something new 
when you Can get the same re- 


sults as the first crop of stations 
did it in the ’20’s?” 








‘Public Service Shows 


| Bring KGF) Power Boost 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
When little 100-watter, 
| managed, KGFJ here had its lifelong 
| hope realized — the FCC came 
| through 150 
| it a 250-watter this week—it 


| 
| 


}was not because the midget hadn’t 
tried hard for the kudos. 


femme- 


with another watts to 


make 


| 


| Station, housed in a frame house 
lat Sunset and Vine across from 
mighty NBC, recently copped 


C.C.N.Y.’s national award among in- 
| dies for public service programming. 
| Where once the station’s program- 
ming was in question it had done 
|such an about face that apparently 
ithe FCC couldn’t possibly continue 
Saying no. 

Station got award for its Los An- 
geles Lawyer’s Guild public servicer, 
| “The Law Is Your Servant.” But also 
|in the record glomnfed by the Great 
{Blue Book Fathers were: local 
| Medical Association’s “If They Had 


| Lived” series, “Hollywood Talent 
Forum,” with Theatre Guild’s 
| Queenie Smith, Hollywood Bowl 


| Previews and now is added “The 
Judge Speaks,” with Ida May Adams, 


4 





Washington, Aug. 12 


The factors of local residence and 
integration of station ownership 
and operation won hands down over 
radio ¢éxperience and know-how 
when FCC picked the winner in a 
four-way contest for a new local 
watter in El Paso last week. 

Grant of the prized 1,340 kc siot 
went to the Sunland Broadcasting 
Co., because all three of its stock- 
holders were longtime residents of 
El Paso and two out of the three 
were going to devote full time to 
running the station. None of the 
three, including proposed station 
manager Vincent McConn, has 
broadcast experience 

Two Commissioners—Charles R. 
Denny, Jr. and E. K. Jett—dissented 
in favor of a grant to the competing 


any 


Timberwolf Broadcasting Co. be- 
cause of the outstanding qualifica- 
tions of minority stockholder, Gen- 
eral Tefry Allen. Allen, hero in 


both World Wars, has been working 
on the station project for the past 
year. However, his two partners, 
who are putting up most of the 
dough, indicated they wouldn't 
stick with the station if it didn’t 
pay off. None has practical radio 
Savvy. 

Both the Del Norte Broadcasting 
Co. and the partnership of Beecker 


Seaman and Carr P. Collins were 
turned down outright. 
Principals in the Del Norte Co. 


include William Dolph as v.p. and 
the American’ Broadcasting Sta- 
tions, Inc., licensee of WMT, Cedar 
Rapids, and part owner of the West- 
ern Reserve Broadcastinz Co. 
which is bidding for a new station 
in Cleveland. Dolph produces Ful- 
ton Lewis, Jr. show and “Double 
or Nothing” on Mutual and owns 
pieces of KJBS, San Francisco and 
a newly authorized station in San 
Bernardino, Cal. He has had 13 
years in radio. 

The fourth bidder, Beecker Sea- 
man, has had no radio experience 
but would have moved to El Paso 
and devoted full time to his station. 
His partner, Carr P. Colline, Jr., 
runs KWBU, Corpus Christi and has 
been in radio since 1939. 
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~chorus of eager beaverettes wildly 
bid $5 for a 97c chocolate cake in 
their anxiety to get before the mi- 
crophone. ) Emcee Bob _ Dixon, 
carrying on the best he could under 
the circumstances, picks a “high bid- 
der” to come up and try to answer 
a question; if the quizee guesses 
right (sample: “How many ounces 
in a quart?”), he gets the item free; 
if he misses, he pays what he bid. 
That’s all there is to it, aside from 


the usual what’s-your-name, where 
do-ya-live routine. 
Perhaps the kindest thing that 


could be said for the show is that 
like others of its stripe—only more 
So, it gives even the dullest wit 
among listeners a gambler’s chance 
of sensing a superior intellect. (On 
the preem airing, a housewife, asked 
whose picture appears on a $5 bill 
and cued with “He came from Illin- 
ois ., . he was a great rail splitter 
... he was born in a log cabin... 
he’s been in the news lately,” asked 
Dixon, “Was he the one who cut 
down the cherry tree?’). Doan, 


PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

With Hal Gibney, guest speakers 
Director: Jack Lyman 

Producer: Dwight Herrick 

15 Mins.; Sat., 12:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNBC-NBC, N.Y. 

Idea behind this new series, which 
preemed last weekend (9), is to give 
top-level spokesmen for national or- 
ganizations a platform from which to 
Speak their pieces anent their re- 
Spective interests in civic, national 
and religious affairs. Format, it’s 
Said, will be varied according to the 
desires of each group as to the way 
it wants to present its story. Pro- 
ducer Herrick is manager of NBC’s 
Public Service Dept. 

Initialer was conventional enough, 
presenting (from Hollywood, in this 
case), Fred W. Smith, new prexy of 
Lions International. In a stiffly for- 
mal interview with Gibney, Smith 






































Mgt. ctOU CLAYTON 
ONITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—C BS—9:30 p.m., EDST 
M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps” 
“It Happened in Brooklyn” 
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by a guess-what-recipe gag with 
entire audience participating; stunt 
of husband kissing three gals, one 
of which is wife and guessing which 
is which; “Happy Birthday” saluta- 


§| tion in the traditional manner with 








enunciated the high-sounding ob- 
jectives a:.d high-minded endeavors 
of his organization in a Trumanes- 
que fashion that made listening 
about as interesting as the sequences 
title, “The Service Organization’s 
Function in Contemporary Society.” 
It isn’t that everything on the air 
has to be jazzed up, or that the aims 
and activities of groups like Smith’s 
aren’t worthy of network, and listen- 
er attention. But Saturday noon is a 
hard time to attract and hold adult 





stanza doesn’t : 

| chance unless it can be injected with 
| a little more human, everyday, close- 
|to-home appeal. Doan. 





| AVIATION FORUM OF THE AIR 


With Bert Knapp, guests; Ernie 
Stone, announcer 

Writer: Alun Williams 

Producer: Gregory Centola 

15 Mins.; Thurs., 7:15 p.m. 

CONTACT 

WMCA, N. Y. 
Inaugurated last month under 


sponsorship of Contact, the “official 
aviation national newspaper,” this 
15-minute weekly airer has partic- 
ular appeal for the growing army 
of civilian private flyers, but wisely 
is given enough general appeal to 
hold an average listener in this in- 
creasingly airminded age. 

Sequence caught (7) squeezed in 
a brief .(and a little too stilted) 
interview with General Charles B. 
Stone concerning the effects of 
the armed services merger on the 
air’ forces; some fairly interesting 
gab with Ted Thompson, one of two 
men planning to circle the globe in 
Piper Cub planes, and briefies with’ 
four. members of the “Call Me 
Mister” legit cast who’ve formed a 
“Broadway Flying Club.” 

Bert Knapp does a capable stint 
as the “moderator” (there wasn’t 
any call for “moderating” on this 
session, at least) and Contact con- 
fines itself to an admirably brief 
commercial at the stanza’s close. 

; Doan. 


HUBBUB CLUB 

With Jack Gregson, Elloise Roman 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4 p.m. 
Producer: Fred Hegelund 
Sustaining 


listeners with serious stuff and this | 
stand much of 4a| 


cake as gift, balloon blowing-up 
contest, and similar applause stim- 
ulants, with prizes going to all par- 
takers. Gregson is smooth in hand- 
ling of spontaneous stuff and is ably 
assisted by announcer Eddy King 
in gift giveaways. 

Show caught pitched for Damon 
Runyon Fund with auctioning of 
gifts to highest bidder and proceeds 
going to fund. Prizes include 
jewelry, handbags, orchids, kitchen 
usefuls, etc., contributed by local 
merchants. Music by Elloise Roman 
is apt and effective. 

Definitely a bright spot among 
local radio offerings. Ted. 

















Follow-up Comment 


ames Continued from page 31 joa 








a trifle by expressing approval of 
his own stuff. The joviality is tradi- 
tional for such get-’em-up opera- 
tions, and presumably eases the 
strain while the master of the house- 
| hold scrapes his puss and listens to 
the Mennen shave cream blurbs. 
Still, that “Keep presentable longer” 
jingle is not exactly a nerve soother. 
Bryce Disque, Jr., who has written | 
for such similar airers as “Gang- 
busters” and “Mr. District Attorney,” 
is now lending his pro touch as 
scripter to Mutual’s “Did Justice 
Triumph?” Result is a_ crispish, 
swiftly paced retailing of the mur- 
der cases that comprise this stanza. 
A little too strenuous effort is made, 
however, to soup up the excitement, 
case in point being last Monday’s 
(11) dramatization of police solu- 
tion of a run-of-the-mill murder: 
man strangles wife to make way 
for another wife, Narrator George 
Palmer Putnam’s_ characterization 
of the case (quoted from prosecu- 
tor’s records, he said) as “one of the 
most shocking cases of human bru- 
tality on record” sounds pretty 
ridiculous in a day when the world 
vividly remembers mass extermina- 
tion camps. Main weakness of pro- 
gram, in fact, is that its police cases 
(culled from N. Y. Daily News files) 
are notable chiefly for their sordid- 
ness. Accent on police doggedness 
in bringing the criminal to justice 
is commendable, but calls for a lot 





KJO, San Francisco 

Playing to audiences of approxi- 
mately 400 daily at “Coffee Dans,” 
Frisco snackery, this is-an audience 
participation show with prize gim- 
micks galore, which profits from 
the deft handling of gabber Jack 
Gregson, who keeps the 


moving fast with his breezy emcee- 


leadoff with 
interview, 


ing, singing and patter. 
Typical routine is 


celebrity-guest followed 








Harry James 


Continued from page 25 










but the talk is said to have reached 
the point of exploring the possibili- 
ties of peddling the bandleader’s 
stint, which would be plattered like 
Dorsey's, to other indies outside 
| WMCA's bailiwick. 

With Dorsey’s debut almost a 
|month away, station already has 
inked as sponsors TWA. airlines, 
Oldsmobile, Crawford Clothes, War- 
ner Bros., Camels cigarets, Maryland 
Pharmacettical, Piels Beer, Venida 
Corp. and the Park Central hotel. 

T. D. is set to fly east from the 
Coast for a p.a. and studio blowout 
on the teeoff date. 


























Covering ground quickly and efficiently is 
second nature with Weed men, who travel 


more than 200,000 


miles a year to give 


expert service to the stations they represent. 


EED 


AND company 


RADIO 
STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 


NEW YORK-BOSTON-CHICAGO- DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA-HOLLY WOOD 


show | 


of high-fevered acting out of routine 
clew tracing. 

P.S. Also, why the question, “Did 
Justice Triumph?” In this case, is 
there any doubt? 


i 


| Indignant Mamas 


Continued from page 1 
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match is picked up by the telecast, 
the mothers say that their offspring 
have become pretty adept at lip- 
reading and can, without encourage- 
ment, repeat the epithets with 
which the grunters pelt one another. 

The station finds itself in quite a 
dilemma over the maternal backfire. 
If it undertook to present wrestling 
matches as anything but a sports 
exhibition, even so much as in- 
timating that performances. are 
pretty much routined, with very 
little adlibbing allowed, the pro- 
moters would raise a howl. The 
station has no choice but to present 
the exhibits as sports, and not 
“entertainment,” as it would prefer. 
Also of pertinence is the fact that 
the grunting business is trying to 
get recognition from the [Illinois 
Athletic Commission. 

Next to baseball, wrestling has 
become the most popular tele taste 
among Chicago spectators. Tele is 
credited with lifting the grunting 
business from minor attendance to 
relatively bigtime boxoffice. They 
come to see what they term their 
favorite “actors.” And that’s what 
the grunters are becoming skilled at, 
more than ever. They hog the lens 
of the tele camera, address most of 
their gestures in that direction and, 
before plotting themselves into a 
sustained hold, they make sure that 
the spot on the canvas is within 
good range of the lens: 

Despite the promoters, WBKB has 
been getting over gradually its ex- 
position of the entertainment idea. 
Russ Davis, of the station’s staff, has 
garnered himself quite a reputation 
among tele addicts for his kidding 
commentary on the bouts. Some ‘of 
the grunters look him up before 
their bouts to feed him with cracks 
—which they think funny—that he 
can make about them and also side- 
lights on their professional eccen- 
tricities, 





Kansas City—Don Mentzer has 
been appointed special sales rep for 
Stations KCKN, WIBW and WIBW- 
FM of the Arthur Capper string. 
Ben Ludy, g.m. for Capper radio 
stations, announced the appoint- 
ment, and said Mentzer will head- 
quarter in the K. C. offices. 








AFRA Convention Highlights ¥ 


TOMORROW (THURS.) 
2-5:30 p.m.—Registration of delegates. 
6-8 p.m.—National Board Meeting. mt 
8:30-11 p.m.—General Session; preliminary speeches, committee re- 
ports,: etc. 


FRIDAY (15) 
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.—General Session: executives’ and officers’ reports, 


caucus of locals. 


2-5:30 p.m.—General Session: discussion of union policy regarding or- 
ganization, State anti-union-shop laws, Taft-Hartley law, employer 
resistance, “unfair station’ clause, voluntary.check-off, arbitration 


of AFRA-shop clause, etc. 


7-12 p.m.—Buffet Supper, Dance and Convention Party. 


SATURDAY 


(16) 


10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.—General Session: discussion of Taft-Hartley law. 
2-5:30 p.m.—General Session: report of phonograph recording commit- 
tee, discussion of Lea Act, discussion of interview programs (disk 


jockeys). 


8:30-11 p.m.—General Session: reports of television 


committees. 


SUNDAY 


and resolution 


(17) 


10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.—General Session: matters affecting locals as pre- 
sented by resolutions committee, final report of resolutions com- 


mittee. 


2-5:30 p.m.—General Session: election of national officers, selection of 
city for next year’s convention, incidental reports, 











Fireworks for AFRA 


3 Continued from page 27 








York local and headed by Virginia 
Payne, national first vice-president 
and former president of the Chicago 
chapter, is in charge of the social 
phase of the convention. 


‘Unfair Station’ Clause 


Although the Taft-Hartley and Lea 
Acts, which are regarded by AFRA 
execs and attorney. as jeopardizing 
many of the union’s hard-won gains, 
will come in for lengthy.~discussion 
and strategy-mapping, the liveliest 
fireworks will likely spark from con- 
sideration of such issues as disk 
jockey interviews, possible action re- 
garding recordings and the “unfair 
station” clause, on which there is 
sharply divided opinion in the mem- 
bership. 

The organization’s officers, execu- 
tives and all but a few of the ex 
tremist national and local board 
members hope that the subject of 
left- or right-wing political affilia- 
tion, which has aroused sporadic but 
bitter dissention in the union, will 
not be raised. 

One segment of the membership, 
as well as certain of the top national 
executive, consider disk jockey 
shows a limiting factor on the use of 
live entertainment and thus on the 
employment of performers. There 
is a question whether any union 
restriction on such programs would 
be legal under existing statutes, 
particularly the Taft-Hartley and 
Lea Acts. 

But there may be an attempt to 
limit gratis guest interviews by name 
artists, which would set off a sizzling 
argument in weather like this. Some 
of the delegates will probably push 
some such restrictions, but other 
strategically-placed AFRAites are 
ready to oppose the move, and a 
group of the disk spinners are pre- 
pared to attack any such proposal 
strenuously. 

Although the “unfair station” 
clause may not be an active issue at 
the moment, it has been a pivotal 
matter periodically in~the past. 
There is some doubt whether such a 
rule could be invoked without legal 
repercussion under the Taft-Hartley 
Law, but it was the core of the dead- 
lock in the AFRA-network negotia- 
tions last year, and it has been the 
nub of some criticism from time to 
time by local chapters’ against the 
national board. 

Under the “unfair station” clause, 
AFRA could. force a network to 
withhold program service from any 
affiliate station which a local chap- 
ter had declared “unfair” because of 
refusal to bargain or submit to arbi- 
tration. The overwhelming senti- 
ment among the local chapters in 
favor of such a clause was reported 
to have been the determining factor 
in AFRA’s stubborn insistence on it 
during the last network negotiations. 


Strike-Break Threat? 


Without such a rule, the local 
memberships feel it is generally fu- 
tile to strike against a local network 
affiliate, since the station can fill in 
its schedule with programs from the 
major production centers. Thus, in 
effect, AFRA members in New York 
and Hollywood become a. strike- 
breaking threat against their fellow 
AFRAites in the local cities. 

As regards the Taft-Hartley and 
Léa Acts, there will probably be 
long and careful discussion, but little 
disagreement. With the exception 


of a minority,of die-hard political 
conservatives who view all labor 
activity with some distaste and have 





never gotten over a feeling of dis- 





z 


comfort at belonging to a union, the 
AFRA membership is solidly op- 
posed to the legislation. Hence, there 
will be comprehensive and detailed 
confab of the two statutes, ranging 
from technical explanation by at- 
torneys and executives to general 
strategy and policy planning by the 
national board and delegates. 








San Antonio—Arthur L. Forrest, 
member of the Advertising and Pro- 
motion department of the NBC net- 
work, has been named sales promo- 
tion manager of WOAI, replacing 
Fred Perry. 








TRANSCRIBED 
AVAILABLE 





That’s a whale of a rating, 
But that’s what the Texas 
Rangers get at WGBI, Scran- 
ton, Pa. They get it with their 
famous transcription service— 
‘which features the western 
and folk songs that never 
grow old. And they get the 
tall Hooper at 6:30 p. m., too, 
when there is a 37 per cent 
sets in use figure. Yes, Scran- 
ton listens to and likes the 
+ Texas Rangers. It’s no wonder 
WGBI renews year after year. 
Buy the Texas Rangers trans- 
criptions for your market. 
They build a big audience at 
WGBI and at scores of other 
“stations, too. They can do the 
same for you. Wire, write or 
telephone. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR 8. CHURCH PRODUCTION 
Pickwick Hotel @ Kansas City 6, Mo. 


—————— 
AVAILABLE—VERSATILE 


RADIO DIRECTOR 


EXPERIENCED YOUNG WOMAN 
Imaginative—Adaptable 





Box 770, Variety, New York 19, N.Y. 
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Mystery Seen In 
Landon Turnback 


Washington, Aug. 12. 

For reasons not clear to FCC, 
former GOP presidential candidate 
Alf Landon last week turned back 
a grant for a new local watter in 
Englewood, Col, less than two 
weeks after he got it. (In the same 
preath FCC handed Landon a sec- 
ond grant for a daytime station in 
Leavenworth, Kan.) 

Landon said he wanted the right 
to refile a bid om another frequency 
in Denver, but radio en ireers say 
there just aren’t any more 
available there. 

Part of the reason may have been 
protests from the Frontier Broad- 
casting Co., licensee of KF BC, Chey- 
enne, which claimed Landon’s use 
of the 1250 ke slot in Englewood 


slots | 


Looks Like 


Continued from page 32 


but has postponed it until next week. 
Contract is expected to be signed 
at that meeting. Reports that Chand- 
ler was still undecided about grant- 
ing permission to have the series 
televised were scotched this week by 
Walter W. Mulbry, secretary-treas- 
urer of Baseball, the big leagues’ 
official organization, who declared 
that Chandler has given tele the go- 





| 


ahead signal and that negotiations 


| for bidding by broadcasters have al- 


ready begun. 


Evidence that 
caster gets rights to the series will 
not have to look far for a sponor 
were furnished this week by the 


inumber of advertisers clamoring at 


the doors of DuMont. Since DuMont 
has carried all home games of the 
N. Y. Yankees, who now loom as a 
sure bet to cop the American 


would interfere with its own service | League flag, advertisers were under 


on the 1240kce assignment. 


FCC said | the 


it had received other protests that | 


Landon’s proposed indie 
wood was “not needed.” 


On the other hand, more mystery 
is stirred up by the fact that even 
before Landon yanked his bid, a 
third party, the Englewoed Radio & 
Recording Co., slipped an applica- 
tion in for the 1230ke slot there. 
Under FCC rules this outfit could 
not have possibly won a grant s0 
long as Landon held his. FCC’ers 
are wondering just where and how 
politics is rearing its head. Landon 
is still holding on to a third bid for 
@ new station in Liberal, Kan. 


Meanwhile, last week’s actions 
showed trend toward less enthusi- 
asm for standard broadcasting on 
part of new permit holders. Although 
it frequently happens in FM, few 
AM permittees have handed back 
their permits to date. In addition to 
Landon, the Magic City Broadcast- 
ing Co. of Birmingham, holding the 
call of WMBY, turned in its fran- 
chise without explanation. Station 
was authorized over six months ago. 





Topeka—A rash of car thievery 
has broken out here, apparently 
against staff members of Station 
WIBW. Within the past few months 
cars have been stolen from Doc 
Embree, Merle House, Gene Shipley 
and Charles King, all staff members. 


in Engle- 


mistaken impression that the 
web would also carry the series. As 
a result, they’ve already started to 
throw out bids for sponsorship. 

As with Mutual, however, Gillette 
has first refusal since it’s already 
signed to bankroll radio broadcasts 
of the series. Ford has already 
topped the highest price that Gil- 
lette is believed willing to pay. One 
advertiser went so far as to offer to 
sponsor all remaining home games of 


the Yankees over the DuMont web if 


it could be assured of the series. 
Final decision will have to await the 
outcome of next week’s meeting 
with Chandler. 


DuMont, meanwhile, has already 
begun negotiating with Mutual for 
the series. Web spokesman declared 
it would be willing to air the games 
if it gets paid only facilities ex- 
penses, figuring the prestige would 
be well worth any loss of revenue 
that might accrue from the fact that 
it didn’t do the games directly. What 
kind of station-break plugs each web 
will get, of course, must also be de- 
cided in the future. 

Kobak, meanwhile, declared that 
Mutual would necessarily have to 
await Chandler’s decision before de- 
ciding whether to sign with one or 
|all three N. Y. broadcasters for the 
| series. If the Brooklyn Dodgers, now 
leading the National League, come 













whichever broad- | 


WNEW (N.Y.) Preps Fall 
‘Primer for Parents’ 
In Kid Disk Expansion 


N. Y. indie WNEW is prepping 
several unusual programs for the 
fall, with the recent influx of chil- 
dren’s records into the disk market 
the jumping-off point for a couple 
of the shows. One such kids disk 
show will be titled “Primer for 
Parents,” on which a panel of edu- 
| cators and parents will listen to the 
idisks and comment on_ whether 
they’d like them for their kids, and 
why. Half-hour program will start 
Thursday, Sept. 19 at 9 p.m. Show 
will also discuss children’s 
and parents’ reaction to 
their kids. 

Another kids disk 
‘Children’s’ Theatre,” will go on day- 
time for kids themselves to listen 
to. Half-hour program is slated for 
Sundays at 5, starting Sept. 14, and 
will play many of the disks heard 
|on the evening “Primer for Pafents” 
ishow. WNEW had tied up a pro- 
; motion campaign with the Century 
theatres on this program, wherein 
their filmhouses will run a minute 
| trailer on the show, while some of 
ithe disks will be played in juke- 
| boxes in lobbies. 
| Program director Ted Cott will 
| also launch in September a 15-min- 
| ute once-weekly airer called “Sing- 
{ing Newspaper.” Program will be 
a musical roundup of the week’s 
news, told in rhyme and song, with 
| Jeff Selden, Bob Stewart and Eric 
| Arthur doing the lyrics and Roy 
|Ross the music. A Palestine news 
|story will be related as a “Ballad 





show, titled 


|For Palestine”; a political story such | 


| as the current airplane investigation 
jas “The Brewster Blues,” etc. 

Also. on WNEW’s’~ September 
|schedule is an “Inquiring Recorder” 
program, a variation of the man-on- 
the-street interview, with people 
queried on some general news topic, 
ending up with a request for their 
| favorite tune. The tune will then be 
played in the studio. 








| games will’ be played in N. Y. 
| Brooklyn has slipped considerably 
| during the last 10 days, however, 
j with the St. Louis Cardinals loom- 
|ing as strong contenders for the NL 
championship. 
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same for | 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








tracted for a 15-minute 
WGAR 


ursday 
7:30 p.m. shot for Paul 
dians, Brown will discuss any 
phase of football he desires. Fol- 
lowing broadcast, station is 
Pat Patterson a 10-minute period on 


witanws Sa38 snnactea 
OutLaoor iaii sports. 








agriculturists and 


farm broadcasters 


| government representatives held 


here last Wednesday (6) plans were | 
set up for action to improve the 
quality of farm programs. Stan 
} 
| Farnsworth, farm editor for the! 
in - + 
Tribune and KALL, was elected 
|chairman of the Radio Extension 
Service Program committee. 
Memphis—Harry LeBrun, WMPS 


station manager the past six months, 
has resigned to become general man- 
lager of WCCC, new 500-watt indie | 
station now under construction at | 
‘Hartford, Conn. He was formerly 
| with WNOX in Knoxville and Mu- 
tual in Atlanta. 








Fort Wayne—Announcers at 
| WOWO, Fort Wayne, have voted 
unanimously at a National Labor 


Relations Board election to become! 
| members of the American Federation | 
1of Radio Artists, AFL. Sam Gifford 
is serving as temporary president of 
{the union. 


Indianapelis—Radio Equipment! 


Co., Indianapolis, distributor in In- 
|diana for Philco radio, has signed | 
}a contract with WIBC for the broad- | 
|casting of 10 top Midwestern foot- 
ball games this fall. Gene Kelly, 
WIBC staffer, will handle the play- 
by-play on all games, with William 
F. Fox, Jr., sports editor of the In- 
dianapolis News, exercising general 
supervision. 


Chicago—Phillip Gelb, who served 
as radio director of the Chicago Of- 





Brown, coach of the Cleveland In- |p 


giving | Mulholland. 


Salt Lake City—At a meeting of | Kelly 


iday June 8, 


Cleveland—Sears Roebuck, through | bilization for Peace,” “Joe Palooka,” 
Lang Fisher and eee con-j;and other programs. 





Detroit — Warren Kelly, staff an- 
/nouncer, was selected to take over 
jthe disk jockey job at WJR (CBS) 
| vacated by the resignation of Ross 
There was spirited 
| competition for the post, sought by 
|many of the ieading jockeys of the 
icity and some from both coasts. 
will be in the 7:15-45 and 
8:15-45 spots each morning 





Oklahoma City — Dr. Waldo 
Stephens, former member of the 
faculty of Columbia University as a 
professor of International Relations, 
and an active member of the Com- 
mission to Study the Organization 
of Peace and Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation, now broadcasts a weekly 
commentary on world affairs over 
WKY, Oklahoma City. 





Raleigh—WTSB of Lumberton will 


|join the Southern Broadcasting re- 
| gional network within the next six 
| months, 
| Coverage to approximately a million, 


increasing its population 
Station Manager Jim MacNeil an- 
nounced this week. Lumberton sta- 
tion, which celebrated its first birth- 
is one of seven stations 
to go on the regional network. 














Mutual Cops 
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favored Styme before 24,432 fans. 
The two broadcasters left Sara- 

toga immediately after the Whitney, 

and are scheduled te be in Chicago 


|next Saturday (16) under the NBC 


plan of rotating them for the top 
race events. However, there was no 
indication whether or not the NBC 
high command would alter its plans 
for broadcasting the final day’s races 
at Saratoga, Aug. 30. 


Mutual's nag-by-nag account of 





| fice of Civilian Defense during the 

| war, has been appointed radio di- 

jrector gf the National 
Medical Research, Chicago. Gelb 

|formerly was with CBS and BBD&O, 

‘and scripted for “Cavalcade,” “Mo- 
ethane iaendinatn 


Society for | 


the Whitney event was spieled by 
Bryan Field, who comes here every 
weekend to handle the assignment, 
|nearly always without an assistant. 
| On weekdays he is general manager 
of the Delaware Track. 














in under the wire, then all seven 
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JOHNNY McLAUGHLIN 
(Formerly pianist for 
George M. Cohan, Sr.) 


TOM KENNEDY 
presents 
“The Son of ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’” 

In the estate of George M. Cohan, Sr., there are 
over 50 plays, adaptable for Radio or Tele- 
vision, with well-known writers to adapt these 
plays for the 


“GEORGE M. COHAN, Jr. 
RADIO THEATRE” 





CURRENTLY 





LOEW'S STATE, New York 
* 





To Ed Fay (our official starter), Sidney Piermont, Bob Hope, 
Connie Mack, Abbott and Costello, Fred Allen and to the many 
others for their good wishes. 


“My Mother thanks you—My Father thanks you—My Sister 
thanks you and I thank you.” 








Address 
At the Piano: 


366 Madison Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 


VAnderbilt 6-3417 


All Communications to: 
Tom Kennedy 
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Attorneys for Mr. Cohan, Jr. 
O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery 


and Lawler 
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ee Fall Lineup of Com’ Network Programming 

Brings Kudoes to Minn. (Continued from page 30) 

From Far Off as London ae en wee MBS 
Minneapolis, Aug. 12 . eat Gabriel Heatter 
: how Duffy’s Tavern Sustaining a 

WCCO is finding its courageous 9:00 1 ogy Show (Bristol-Myers) (Carter) 
“Neither Free Nor Equal” program (10-22) (10-8) hap Pree 
series the most provocative feature it Real Stories 
has ever attempted. Series of om (Whitehall) 

rograms sharply outlining racia nian : 
rer religious discrimination .in its; 9:30 Meredith Willson Mr. District Attorney Mayor of the Town Sustaining 
territory, with quotes and drama- (Ford) (Bristol-Myers) (Noxzema) 
tized actual incidents, has concluded (10-8) 
with a final talk by Mayor Hubert “pace Be? : . Bi Crosb Sustaining 

‘ ‘ve | 10:00 The Whistler Big Story ing sby 
H. Humphrey, wae has poem Serve (Household Finance) (Amer. Tobacco) (Philco) 
in fighting discrimination. (10-1) 
rl” Ward, WCCO romotion ' ywrysr 
haan ste 13 other shidiona have | 10:30 Sustaining Durante Henry Mot gan Sustaining 
asked for complete scripts, includ- (United Drug) a 
ing WNYC, New York. Seymour (10-1) - 
Siegel, WNYC program director, in- : 

a tat; ‘ THURSDAY d 
sage sei anya Fey ot 7:00 P.M, Mystery of the Week Supper Club Headline Edit. Fulton Lewis 
lence at requests from social and (P & G) (Liggett & Myers) (Co-op) (Co-op) 
ae a ace aggre tage Jack Smith News Elmer Davis Sustaining 
which 150 copies were printed, and (P & G) (Mile®) ae 
reprints are being made. For last} 4:39 Bob Crosby Sustaining Sustaining Arthur Hale 
program, 275 copies were made, and (Campbell) (Richfield) 
these are near exhaustion. — 

Ward said seme unfavorable com- Ed. Murrow Inside of Sports 
ment was received, most of it anony- (Campbeli) (Bayuk) 
ate oe = erry gy got 3:00 Suspense Aldrich Family Sustaining \ Sustaining? 

ad a is un- “ye : . 
touched. General comment, how- cheney? 0 Aaa a 
ever, was overwhelmingly favor- Ce. Selinae Stem 
e yo a Se from (Christian Selence) 
as tar awa . 

: 8:30 Mr. Keene Burns & Allen Sustaining Sustaining 

(Amer, Home) (Gen. Foods) 
R d d S ots (8-28) (9-11) 
ecoraed op a age 
Continued from page 27 jaa (Johns-Manville) 
has been the W. E. Long agency.| 9:90 Dick Haymes Jolson-Music Hall Willie Piper Gabriel Heatter 
This advertising organization spe- (Auto-Lite) (Kraft) (Gen. Elec.) (Serutan) 
cialized in servicing the bread in- (9-4) (9-4) 
dustry. The severe rub came, the Real Stories 
agency found, when the costs of 8 (Whitehall) 
t far 5 —- . - . . 
pany stray tee sa plier he small | 9:30 Crime Photog. Jack Carson Sustaining Sustaining 
clients complained that the idea of (Anchor-Hocking) (Natl. Dairies) 
paying $50 for a recording on a (10-2) : 
station that charged, but $30 for | 19:99 Reader's Digest Screen Guild Sustaining Sustaining 
time per week didn’t make sense. (Hall Bros.) (Reynolds) 
Before the upping of AFRA rates (9-11) 
Long was charging its baker ac- — - — —— 
counts $140.41 for 12 spot transcrip- | 10:30 Man Called “X” Eddie Cantor Sustaining Sustaining 
tions, while the rfew charges for the (Gen. Motor) (Pabst) 
same work comes to $199.41. In 1943, (9-25) 
the AFRA rate spot was $2.20. The 
mes Sue "he Pa k Ss Club Headline Edition Fulton Lewis 
: : flected the lo- 7:00 P.M, Mystery of the Wee upper Clu a 
eat APRA aonbedin eons, Se Rt (P & G) (Liggett-Myers) (Co-op) (Co-op) 
pe vcgmesdicag nc: Rye a oomeny Myer cg Jack Smith News oe iim Sustaining. 
break to performers who.are not (P & G) (Miles) (Co-op 
well established. With the reduction | 7:30 Bob Crosby Manor House Party Lone Ranger ved Taylor 
in recording business the top local (Campbell) (McLaughlin) (Gen, Mills) (Gen. Motors) 
AFRAites are freely available for , 
the new money they might as well Ed. Murrow Kaltenborn . Inside of Sports 
employ the best. AFRA members (Campbell) (Pure Oil) (Bayuk) 
are, naturally, disinclined to com- | §:00 Fanny Brice Highways in Melody fat Man Burl Ives 
ment on the subject, but one of (Gen. Foods) (Cities Service) (Norwich) (Philco) 
them revealed that last year the (9-5) S ciety 
earnings from recorded spots as a] ~ staining ; 
sideline to network broadcasting, Thi You Too Thi This 1s ¥ Fat +e 
: 8:30 in Man Ga ou Top This is I§ Your ustaining 
apa igte or pe yale ge alr (Gen. Foods) Colgate) (Equitable) 
10- 
agency alone. Another got close to 8:55 News ( ) 
$6,000 from Long’s transcribed spots. ; (Johns-Manville) 
f the 1 r h 

ples conea gic pn re condone 4 9:00 New Show Péople Are Funhy Bréak the Bank Gabriel Heatter 
pending for security to a major ex- (Borden) (Brown-Williamson) (Bristol-Myers) (Noxzema) 
tent on steady transcription money (9-19) : : —- 
are back on the staffs of various Real Stories 

Chicago stations. (Whitehall) 

9:30 FBI Waltz Time The Sheriff Ustaining 
(P & G) (Sterling) (Pacific Borax) 
h s A (8-23) : e 
Schwerin Roll Call ; 
Continued from page 27 aia (Champ. Spark Plug) 

; 10:00 It Pays to Be Ignorant Mystery Theatre Boxing Bouts Meet the Press 
is ag yet bags —, (Philip Morris) (Sterling) (Gillette) (Co-op). 
nptioiores * Stiles Lab rs Wa de): Toni | 10:30 Morton Downey Bill Stern Boxing Bouts ustaining 
Co. and Frigidaire (Foote Cone & (Coca-Cola) (Colgate) (Gillette) 

Belding); Ford Motors (Kenyon & (10-3), Sustaining 

Eckhardt); Bristol-Myers (Doherty, 

Clifford & Shenfield); Station WOR, |saqpuRDAY 

Mutual flagship in N. Y.; Celanese} 4:99 p.m, Hawk Larabee Sustaining Harry Wismer Sustaining 

Corp. (Ellington), and the Badger, (Co-op) (Co-op) 

Browning & Hersey agency. 

New contract calls for two of Sustaining 

Bchwerins studio-audience reaction | 7739 Sustaining Curtain Time Sustaining Bistaihing 

sessions each week to be devoted to (Mars) 

testing of NBC-produced shows, in- ; Colinas dia rr 

cluding auditions and packaged pro- (Co-op) 

naming eae saline an earee 8:00 First Nighter Life of Riley Sustaining wenty Questions 

such subjects as broadcast standards, ary ana) ya (Ronson) 

acceptability of commercials and <= hed ; a 

blended programming. 8:30 Sustaining beg or Consequences Jury Trials Sustaining 

Latest tally of the reaction meas-| , .. nee cna G) (Gen. Mills) 

urers operations shows he’s clocked “ (tena) 
the like-dont-like-indifferent re- Renan ' shee 
sponses of close to 35,000 guinea-pig} 9:00 Sustaining Hit Parade Gang Busters Sustaining 
listeners in 130 sessions at NBCs (Amer. Tobacco) (Waterman) 

N. Y. studios during the past year. (9-13) 

More than 200 editions of various| 9:30 Vaughn Monroe Judy Canova Murder and Mr, Sustaining 
shows have been tested. « (Reynolds) (Colgate) Malone 

(10-4) (Guild Wine) 

Lawrence, Kan.—Fred Conger has | 10:00 Sat. Nite Serenade Kay Kyser Prof. Quiz Sustaining 
been made head of the program de- (Pet Milk) ——— (Amoco) 
partment at WREN which has studios _ —_ — 
in Lawrence and Topeka. Conger | 10:30 Sustaining Grand Old Opry Sustaining -Sustaining 
succeeds Arden Booth. (Reynolds) 
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British Radio Editor 
Edits Lively Volume 
On All Mass Media 


“An orator at the microphone is as 
ridiculous as an opera singer on 
the screen.” This amusing observa- 
tion comes from’ Frederick Laws, 
radio editor of the London News. 


Chronicle, who has just put together 
an interesting critical study, from 
the British point of view, of the 
modern devices of communication, 
radio, motion pictures, television, 
books, newspapers and advertising. 
His book bears the appropriate title 
“Made For Millions” and has been 
published by the magazine Contact, 


which is the British answer to 
Fortune. 
Commenting on newspaper re- 


viewing in England, Laws states: 
“Much reviewing is unselective in 
its enthusiasm and can with dif- 
ficulty be distinguished from adver- 
tising copy.” Of both screen fare 
and radio broadcasts, “there is a 
lack of clearly expressed and gen- 
erally reeognized — standards of 
value.” In the popular media “It is 
hard to produce masterpieces . . , 
but not intiinsically impossible.” 
And with direct reference to radio: 
“To suggest that it might be used 
in the creation of work of perma- 
nent value is optimistic, but I think 
it a necessary optimism.” 

Americans will find this, too, has 
a familiar sound: “Its (radio) pres- 
tige is slowly rising, but a young 
writer will still do his reputation 
more good by having a play acted 
in a small London theatre to a tiny 
audience than by writing it espe- 
cially for broadcasting to a guaran- 
teed audience of millions.” 

In addition to Laws’ own contri- 
butions to a_serious-minded and 
highly readable volume, there are 
commentaries on various mass 
media by Adrian Brunel, Margaret 
Cole, Henry Durant, Grace W. Gol- 
die, Ralph Hill, G. W. Stonier and 
Denys Thompson. The book sells 
in England for 10 shillings (about 
$2.40) and definitely belongs in any 
American library dealing with ra- 
dio and the other communication 
businesses. Rose. 











Hooper 


aes 4 CONtinued from page 27 





drop was being recorded, daytime 
Recruiting Efficiency lost only six 
points. What caused that evening 
‘drop? Not the audience measures! 


And what’s more, the “Recruiting 
Efficiency” of radio in resort towns 
and cities is consistently low. If 
either resorts or cars were substi- 
tuted in part of our summer sam- 
pling, the ratings wouldn’t be bigger 
unless the percent who listen (of 
all persons at resorts and all per- 
sons in all cars, is larger than in our 
present sample. You see one doesn’t 
merely add such listeners to the 
rating, one adds to the sample, too. 
And there is ample evidence that 
the percent of car listening and re- 
sort listening is not larger, it’s 
lower! If, as your article suggests, 
we switched to include some resort 
cities in the summer, instead of the 
regular Hooper 36, the effect, I as- 
sure you, would be té lower, not 
raise the Hooperatings. No, if “the 
Hooper boys take to the road,” it 
won't reveal an “interest in summer 
programming that would merit a 
complete revaluation.” Sorry, but it 
won't! ‘ 

I think the Daytime-Evening com- 
parison in “Recruiting Efficiency” 
states the problem as one of (1) 
selling—networks lining up two ad- 
vertisers on the same program, one 
with a winter, one with a summer- 
comsumed product; (2) programming 
—talent cutting enough platters in 
the winter to carry the same pro- 
gram through the summer; (3) day- 
light time; (4) talent cost—a lower 
talent rate for the platter programs 
to compensate for normally lower 
audiences due to greater summer- 
time activities in other directions, 
and (5) time cost—a revision of net- 
work rates so the differential is be- 
tween winter and summer instead of 
discounts based on number of times 
per year. 

Get the boys to fix those basics. 
The listeners will respond aplenty 
if they are offered what they want. 
(For example, a tally of nigl‘ base- 
bail a couple of weeks back showed 
it two points higher than the top- 
rated evening network show. That’s 
home, not resort, listening). Turn- 
ing us loose in a caravan of trailers 
is too easy a way out even if it 
would work, and it won't! 





C. E. Hooper. 
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FACELIFT ERA FOR TOP BANDS — 





Restrictive ‘Spread-the-Work’ Move 
For 802 Membership Dies A-Borning 


of New York? 





Certain members 
Local 802 of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians came close early 
Monday (11) morning to putting 
over regulations governing the 
amount of work an individual card- 
holder could perform weekly. This 
attempt, labelled by other members 
as having been inspired by the 
local’s “Communist” element, had it 
succeeded, would have given 802 
work-restrictions similar to those in 
effect at Los Angeles Local 47. It 
failed because 802’s by-laws demand 
500 members attend a meeting be- 


. fore a quorum is achieved and only 


some 460 were present. 

Regulations prepared for submis- 
sion to the meeting called for one- 
man-to-a-job, i.e., if a musician is 
employed at one steady job, which 
may not take up all his time (for 
example, a pit band spot with a 
legitimate show), he cannot seek 
other assignments. Too, the aim was 
to restrict radio musicians-from do- 
ing more than four shows weekly. 
Actually, the plan was a bit more 
involved than that, but that’s the 
gist. Local 47 has similar rules, in- 
volving earnings, hours, etc. Idea of 
course, is a spread-the-work pro- 
gram inspired by the mounting un- 
employment among musicians, 

It's said that Monday's meeting 
which never got staried was at- 
tended by as many of the radio 
tooters as were able to get out of bed 
that early to defeat its purpose. 


H-G-M Sets EMI 
Pact for World 
Disk Distribution 


M-G-M Records, subsidiary of 
Metro films, completed an arrange- 
ment last week whereby Electric 
and Musical Industries, Ltd. of Eng- 
land, will handle distribution of its 
product all over the world, with the 
exception of Canada, Mexico, other 
Central American countries, Hawaii, 
and probably Cuba. Deal puts 
M-G-M’s disks in the same hands as 
those that handle RCA-Victor and 
Columbia product in Europe and 
elsewhere (Victor’s overseas label is 
His Masters Voice, while Columbia's 
remains the same). 

Such an arrangement with EMI 
calls for M-G-M to deliver masters 
to the London company, from which 
pressings are made in factories in 
some 20 countries. In all instances 
the M-G-M label will be used. 

Meanwhile, M-G-M execs in New 
York, headed by general manager 
Frank Walker, are endeavoring to 
smooth out labor troubles at the 
company’s new and only plant at 
Bloomfield, N. J. These disagree- 
ments have been going on for six 
weeks or more and are expected to 
be resolved this week. It's claimed 
the disagreements are minor and 
production on the 75 or so pressing 
machines in operation has not been 
hampered. 


FOX YANKS DIAMOND 
RECORDING LICENSE 


Harry, Fox, trustee for music pub- 
lishers in recording matters, served 
notice on Diamond Records, oper- 
ated by Irving Gwirtz, last week re- 
voking mechanical licenses issued to 
Gwirtz to record certain songs. Fox's 
move was predicated on the fact 
that in all the time Diamond has 
been in existence he has received 
royalty statements in behalf of pub- 
lishers he represents citing a sale 
of only 79,000-odd disks whereas the 
company’s recording of Jan Au-| 
gusts “Misirlou” alone 








advertised as having sold more than | 


1,000,000 copies. . 
Fox's move probably 


vent Diamond from continuing to, 
record under the 1909 copyright act. 
which allows a disker a compulsory 
license once a tune has been re- 
corded elsewhere, but it also puts 
Fox on record as objecting to Dia- 
mond’s royalty payment methods. 


Can. Maestro Badly Hurt 


In Toronto Plane Crash | 


Toronto, Aug. 12. 

Flying his two-seater plane, Lou 
Snider, 29, bandleader with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
works, received a broken jaw, a 
broken leg, face and head injuries, 
when his machine crashed on the 
outskirts of Toronto. He is in crit- 
ical condition. 

Plane was making a landing at 
the Toronto Flying Club when it 
banked almost vertically at 60 feet, 
the right wing hitting the runway. 
Plane was a total loss. 
pianist and arranger. 


Decca Going Ahead 


On Tubby Despite 
Beef From Cosmo 


Decca Records is going ahead with 
its release of its “Tubby The Tuba” 
album by Danny Kaye, in spite of | 
the feeling held by the receivers for 
the defunct Cosmo Records that they 
still hold prior rights to it. Decca 
will market the Kaye album within 
the next week or two, apparently 
feeling that it has nothing to fear 
from Cosmo and the latter’s claim 
that its contract with the writers of 
the “Tubby” story, George Klein- 
inger (music) and Paul Tripp 
(lyric) is still in force and has not 
been invalidated by its claimed fail- 
ure to live up to its terms. In ad- 
dition to which the writers’ attor- 
ney has idemnified Decca against 
legal action loss, so certain is he that 
the Cosmo pact is invalid. 

“Meanwhile, Kleininger and Tripp 





| nearby, He has 


have applied to the trustee of Cos- f 


mo’s assets for purchase of it’s 
“Tubby” masters, offering $3,750. 
Columbia Records is said to be bid- 
ding for the Cosmo version (Decca 
isn’t bothered by the possibility a 
rival company will get them). Cos- 
mo’s version was on two 10-inch 
disks. Kaye's is on one 12-inch plat- 
ter. 

Cosmo was put into receivership 
weeks back and the company is soon 
to go through the process of being 
liquidated to satisfy creditors and 
stockholders, and the “Tubby” album 
was being looked to as a means of 
boosting the sum to be realized from 
the debris. 

Cosmo’s* version of “Tubby” was 
the only thing the firm turned out 
during its existence that was strong 


net- | 


Snider is a | 





| good. 


PROBLEM BOYS 
GET RELIGION 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Charlie Barnet is the latest of the 
widely known “problem” maestros 
| to “get religion” and, like the others, 
|including Harry James and Tommy 
| Dorsey and a few more, the meta- 
morphosis is probably due to the 
fact that there’s little of the vast 
amount of coin he has earned in re- 
cent years left with him. Add to 
that the: fact that Barnet and his 
| contemporaries see the band public 
switching allegiance to decidely less 
boisterous type of band and you 
| have the reason why he, James and 
| Dorsey have turned over new leaves. 

Barnet was here at the Aragon Ball- 
ages not doing too well bucking T. 

at the latter’s Casino Gardens, 
taken on Arthur 
Michaud, T. D.’s manager, as his 
mentor and is claimed to be aiming 
at reconstructing his music career. 
| He’ s playing more dance music for 
| dancers, not for himself as was his 
| prewar aim. To make a long story 
| short, he’s out to reestablish himseif 
|and make some needed money. 

The same can be said of James and 
Dorsey. James, during his last trip 
| east, amazed people who have known 
him for years, with his willingness 
to cooperate with them for his own 
There 
knew all the answers and wasn’t shy 
at expounding upon them. He 
stopped playing theatres, fluffed off 
location cates that most smart band- 
leaders will continue to play no 


(Continued on page 53) 


U-TS DISK JOCK 
CONVENSH GAG 
BOOMERANGS 


All is not smooth sailing for Uni- 
versal-International in its publicity 
stunt involving the formation of the 
hitherto unknown “National Disk 
Jockey Assn.” and its invitation to 
jocks all over the country to come 
to Chicago Aug. 15 for their “first 
annual convention,’ where they are 
to be impregnated with exploitation 
for the company’s new “Something 
In the Wind” film, in which Deanna 
Durbin plays a disk jock. Rush 
Hughes, one of the mid-west’s most 
powerful disk-spinners, somehow 
labelled as president of the U-I in- 
augurated Disk Jock’s Assn., flatly 
turned down the company’s invita- 
tion last week, refusing to lend his 
name to such an obvious stunt. 
Others have followed. 











enough to contend with major com- 
pany output, and various majors 
tried to buy the marketing rights to 
it many times. 


Col. Claims Favoritism 
By Dreyfus on ‘Allegro’ 
Score Handout to Victor 


Alleged favoritism shown by the 








was once | 


won't pre- 


Dreyfus music publishing interests 
in distributing the score of the forth- 
coming Richard Rodgers-Oscar Ham- 


of the major recording companies 
burning, while others shrug the thing 
ords, for 


example, is hitting the 





d|handed copies of the score only a 
week ago by Larry Spier, Dreyfus 
'general manager, whereas RCA-Vic- 
| tor had already recorded the music 
ja week before that. 
| hand, 
}care much. 

Sachs’ burn is not so much over 
the fact that Victor had it first and 
was able to record it before other 
companies saw copies as it is over 
his claim that queries for copies up 
to and beyond the time Victor had 
| completed its recording drew the re- 
;ply that they were not yet ready. 


merstein show “Allegro” has certain | 


off. Manie Sachs, of Columbia Rec- | 


lceiling over the fact that he was) 


On the other | 
Decca Records didn’t seem to |} 


Many jocks, however, apparently 
; are taking U-I up on its invitation 
j to a free ride and day in Chi. De- 
| spite what has been said to-the con- 
| trary, the film company asserts it is 
‘paying all expenses. Extent to which 
the gimmick has gone is in the in- 
terest of otMer film companies in the 
| idea. All producers have in the past 

vorked various stunts employing the 
‘oe hnique U-I has for the first time 
; used on disk men, such as flying re- 
viewers and important people to 
distant world-premieres. But the 
U-I angle has brought home to them 
the vast influence wielded by the 
| disk spinners and they want to climb 
aboard the bandwagon. 

Meanwhile, Huvehes and. other, 
jockeys have labelled the so-called | 
“National Disk Jockey Assn.” as an 
integral part of the promotion stunt. 
While they assert such an organiza- 
tion would be a swell idea, they do 
not see U-I’s dream as the answer. 
Letters bearing a bona-fice looking 
letterhead of the outfit are signed 
by Hugh Douglas, said to be the hus- 
band of Chi press rep of U-I. 


VITACOUSTICS SIGNS HINES 
| Chicago, Aug. 12. 
| 


Vitacoustics, Chicago indie re- 
cording company, pacted Ear! 
(Fatha) Hines, according to George 
Tasker, disker’s veepee, and will cut 
four sides this week. Former owner 
and operator of southside sepia nit- 
ery. El Grotto, will be backed by 
irhythm section on all selections. 


was a time when he! 





‘Ol Gold Effects Novel Tieup 


Of CBS Show With Col. Records 





MM. G-M Album Pianist Due. 
In U.S. for Concert Tour 


Menahem /Pressler, 18-year-old 


M-G-M album of music from Metro’s 
“Song of Love,” will make his first 
American concert tour in 1947-48. 
He'll play four concerts 
Philadelphia Orchestra alone, 
| several other symphonic dates. 

Pianist, who came to U. S. last 
spring to make the album, is now 
in Paris, and is due in N. Y. in late 
September. 


‘Still Some Hurdles 
In ASCAP-Radio 
Contract Formula 


Nothing of importance was accom- 
plished last Wednesday (6) at the 
meeting in New York between com- 
| mittees representing radio interests 
and the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. It's 
claimed the two factions worked 
smoothly toward the final formula- 


plus 








the current agreement between 
them, which expires the end of 1949, 
but that no momentous decisions 
were arrived at. Another meet is 
likely between the two groups prior 
| the National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers’ convention in Atlantic City next 
month. 

However, when and if ASCAP and 
the radio men arrive at final con- 
clusions there is still a stumbling 
block. In so far as ASCAP is con- 
cerned any draught of a new con- 
tract agreed to will be final, but 
the broadcasting men they are meet- 
ing with are all representatives of 
the networks, major and regional, 
who are not empowered to speak 
for the hundreds of independently- 





the deal worked out with the net 
reps. ASCAP will then have to sell 
the indies. 

Two items come in for the most 
attention at these meets. One is the 
definition of a cooperative program 
originating on net and sponsored lo- 
cally whether music for such is to 
be paid for according to the net- 
work cardrate or by independent 
rates. Another is the spot announce- 
ment. 

Another bar to the settlement of 
certain problems isthe draughting 
of the new NAB code. ASCAPers 
and radio people don’t know which 
way to jump on certain issues, 
since they have no inkling of the 
| new code. 


Earl Carroll, AFM’s 
Local 47 Resolve 








Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
First result of the Congressional 


labor 
lw as the ending of the long-standing 


\feud between Ear! Carroll and the 
| American Federation of Musicians, 
| Local 47. Pact agreed upon runs fo) 
three years and gives Carroll a break 
}in wage scales. Hitherto he paid 
| $120 a week for full time musicians 
| and $100 for part time men. Under | 
| the new deal he pays $100 for full ! 
time and $80 for pait timers. Treaty 
was largely brought about by Fred 
A. Hartley (R., N. J.). 

Lee Soble, ayvent, testified that he 
| had been deprived of his booking 
license by James C. Petrillo, but the 
| witness was excused from further 
testimony when it was learned that 
his license had been restored. 





Maestro Pau! Lavalle has renewed 
ihis annual $1,000 scholarship dona- 
tion to be administered through the 
; National Federation of Music Clubs. 


Palestinian pianist who recorded the | 


with the! 


tion of a new contract to supersede} 


owned stations who may or may not | 
see eye to eye with the terms of | 


+ Columbia Records and Lennen & 


| Mitchell, agency for the Old Gold 


; account, have developed an _ idea 


)for the mutual exchange of exploi- 
| tation. Idea, a slick one, will place 
a different Columbia artist each 
| week in a guest spot on the ciggie's 
| Frank Morgan, Don Ameche, Frances 
Langford show scheduled to start on 
|CBS Sept. 24. And the artists as- 
| signed to the spots weekly will draw 
|a guest salary rate (which, it’s prob- 
lable, will be uniform except pos- 
isibly in the cases of Columbia's 
higher-priced stars, such as Dinah 
Shore, Frank Sinatra). 

Plan is to have each artist intro- 
duce each Wednesday a new tune 
performed exactly as they recarded 
it for Columbia. At the same time, 
Columbia will have copies of the 
new records available on retail rec- 
ord counters and the advertising of 
each concern will be tied together 
to promote the show and each prod- 
uct. For example, Columbia dis- 
tributors will spot advertising mat- 
ter calling attention to the Olid Gold 
show and Columbia’s artists and vice 
versa. 

Another attractive angle of the 
gimmick is that, while the Morgan 
show will emanate from Hollywood, 
it won't be necessary for Columbia's 
people to be there. They will be 
picked up from wherever they 
happen to be on the road, that is, 
from CBS net stations. Each will 
be assigned a certain amount of time 
on the broadcast. 


CRI Backs Down 
On Jumping WB 
Disk Release Gun 


One of the few instances wherein 
a music publisher’ bared teeth 
against a recording company plan- 
ning to jump a release date placed 
upon a new tune occurred last week 
when Warner Bros. music combine 
moved against Columbia Records. 
WB firms threatened to' put a legal 
head-lock on Columbia to prevent 
the latter from marketing a record- 
ing of “Stars Will Remember.” by 
Frank Sinatra before Sept. 1. Colum- 
bia backed down. 


It seems that the Warner outfit 
| originally had placed a Sept. 15 re- 


lease date on the tune when it orig- 
inally was circulated among record- 
ing companies. Subsequently, the 
|date was changed to Sept. 1, upon 
Columbia’s request and due to_ its 
explanation that if the date was 
moved up a Sinatra recording could 
be secured. Then Columbia set the 














disking for release Monday (11) and 


| had cuite a_ bit of its advertising al- 


Long Standby Fight 


ready out to distributors before WB 
caught on. Then came the threat of 
a suit. Disk will be issucd as of 
Sept. 1. 


2 MORE DISK JOCKS 





sub-committee hearings here | 


TURN TO MAESTROING 


| Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 


A couple of Philly disk jocks—Joe 
;Grady and Ed Hurst, of WPEN—are 
planning to pull a switch. They're 
going to form their own orchestra! 


Hoping they can do the same sales 
job for themselves as they have done 
for other bands via the disks, the 
pair are corraling musicians, audi- 
tions being held daily. The bands- 
men will be former Philly high 
school students. 


} 


Both have wide followings among 
ithe high schools and high school 
alumni crowds, and they reason this 
audience will mean bookings for 
their new group. Grady, who plays 
piano, will lead the new musical 
aggregation. Hurst is a vocalist. 
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Lyric 


Sales slump in the sheet music 
business may be far off, but, ac- 
cording to the ‘figures of the firms 
that sell lyrics alone in magazine 
form, the slump in that field makes 
the sheet sales graph look like it 
was jet-powered and still in full 
wartime flight. Charlton Publishing, 
the largest lyric mag distributor in 
the business, which paid publishers 
approximately $500,000 annually for 
the rights to lyrics, has run into a 
stump that finds it off up to 70%. 
Where the company sold 1,100,000 
copies of its Hit Parade mag only a 
short time back, it is now disposing 
of only 315,000 monthly. 


Charlton is in a poor position, but; . Ber 
is not so bad off as Lyle Engle’s | With Majestic 


company, which distributes Song 
Hits and Popular Hit Songs mag. 
This company’s sales are said to 
have dropped to approximately 100,- 
000 or less, leading Engle to ap- 
proach publishers with which he has 
contracts giving him rights to lyrics, 
for reductions in agreed-upon rates. 
Both companies are now disposing of 
their product at a pace that is even 
below pre-war sales and _ while 
Engle’s future is undisclosed, Charl- 
ton intends to stick out the slump 
and may not request lower rates 
from publishers. 

Cut in sales of lyric mags, while 
it's obviously serious to the produ- 
cers, is not too harmful to the music 
industry. All told, the two com- 
panies cited above paid publishers 
somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$700,000 for printing rights to lyrics 
last year. While this figure was split 
up among a comparatively few ma- 
jor firms which can be depended 


Mag Sales Hit Bottom: 
Charlton, Lyle Engle Take Beating 





| 





upon to turn out a fair average of 
hits, the payoff to each individual 
company doesn’t mean the differ- 
ence between life and death, In some 
instances the individual earnings 
went over $50,000 yearly, but they 
were few. 


Ben Selvin May 
Stay at Majestic 


Ben Selvin may or may not remain 
Records as head of 
the company’s artist and repertoire 


department, after naving planned to| 
move out of his position next month, 
when his contract expires. Selvin 
and Majestic’s head, Arthur Tracy, 
are talking a new agreement, pre- 
sumably one that calls for less 
money, but obviously one that will 
satisfy him. Basis of Selvin’s decision 
to leave Majestic, arrived at two 
months or so ago, was the company’s 
request that he agree to a consider- 
able reduction in financial terms, 
which he refused. 

If Selvin stays with Majestic he 
will not disturb the position of Dave 
Shelley, and Lee Savin, recently 
brought over from Musicraft Rec- 
ords to cohandle the a. & t. job 
with Shelley. At least there’s no 
indication of any changes at the 
moment. Shelley originally joined 
the firm when John Hammond was 
with it, subsequently moving into 








| Vine St. 





Selvin’s spot. 


Slump Cues Cancellation 
Of Leeds London Deals 


Due to the condition of the music 
sheet sales business in London, 
which is claimed to be worse than 
it had even been pre-war, Leeds 
Music has temporarily dropped all 
deals for the purchase of foreign 
rights to U. S. songs. Leeds has an 
English subsid, caiued Leeds, Ltd., 
operated by Peter Maurice, in a re- 
ciprocal deal whereby Leeds in New 
York runs a Peter Maurice firm. 
And Leeds in recent weeks has been 
making foreign deals for its Lon- 
don cousterpart with U. 4. pubs. 

A few had been concluded, but 
another four or five agreements that 
were on the fire were cancelled 
even after advance checks had been 
made out. 





‘Local 47 ‘Conditions’ 


Prevent Construction 
Of New Headquariers 


American Federation of Musicians, 
Local 47 will not lay the corner- 
stone for the long-sought new union 
headquarters for at least another 
year and a half, according to insiders. 
Reluctance of current regime in 
Local to be responsible for expen- 
diture of $1,000,000 the new proposed 
headquarters and club 
rooms would cost is said to be gov- 
erning situation. 

Incumbent prexy, J. K. “Spike” 
Wallace and others remain in office 
until December, 1948. Report is that 
Wallace, particularly, is opposed to 
spending such a large amount of 
coin, especially in view of current 
labor upheaval and possible future 
needs for coin. 
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rendition to every pianist. 


It gives the rich tonal effects of many 
instruments, played to yourown pianoaccom- 
paniment. For night club or theater work, 
the sax, clarinet, trumpet, and many other 
tones are easily played by a simple adjust- 


ment of tone controls. 


For long-haired renditions the Solovox* 
also gives you the effects of the violin, Eng- 
lish horn, bassoon, French horn, organ, etc. 
Here is an instrument that is ideal for the 


olovox 


Made by the makers of the Hammond Organ 


ef. M. RED. U.8. PAT. OFF, 





sibilities, 


detached from 


tune. 
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Swit Sid, Godt yu wit Suen 


The Solovox offers an entirely new field of _ professional and offers him new income pos- 


It is portable—is easily attached to and 


any piano—and plugs into 


the lighting circuit. It does not interfere 
with the normal use of the piano and gives 
a much wider variety of renditions to every 


Find out more about this popular instru- 
ment that couldn’t be made fast enough 
even at pre-war peak production. See your 
dealer or mail the coupon below. 
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py 4248 W. Diversey Ave., Chicago 39, Illinois ' 
Gentlemen: Please send me further information about ; 

the Solovox, and the names of Solovox dealers near me. 
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Music 


Notes 


Mills Brothers play Palmar Supper club, Vancouver, for four weeks 
beginning Nov. 3 and thence to Paul’s Music Hall, Portland, for three 
weeks, opening Dec, 1... Art Lund, Johnny Johnson, Ziggy Elman and 
Kings Men cut four sides each for M-G-M Records last week... .Dick 


Haymes will wax Christmas standards album for Decca.. 


- Ronnie Kemper 


bows at Club Morocco, L. A., Aug. 20 for eight weeks....Spike Jones will 
slice Hal Dickinson's “Jingle Bells Polka” for RCA-Victor....All royalties 
from Empire Songs’ new ditty, “In San Francisco,” by Stephen McNeil and 
Nick Therry, will go to Damon Runyon Cancer Fund... .Exclusive Records 
opening eastern branch of Exclusive Record Distributors, Inc., in New 
York....Top Notchers into Florentine Gardens, Hollywood, Sept. 6 
Michel Michelet started four-day scoring stint on Seymour Nebenzal’s “At. 
lantis” Tuesday (5)...Dale Evans waxed four sides of oatunes for Majes- 
tic Thursday (7), marking teeoff with that label. 





Coast Top Band 
Dearth Ups Coin 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Paucity of genuine name bands 
available for Coast one-niters dur- 
ing rest of summer has resulted in 
promoters actually tilting guaran- 
tees to latch onto what few are 
around. Duke Ellington, now on a 
skein of 25 one-nighters up and 
down the Coast, played for pro- 
moter John Burton in Oakland Sun. 
(10) at a $3,000 guarantee against 
60%; he will receive same figure 
from Dex Lewers in Vancouver Aug. 
22 and also from Ellis Coder in Se- 
attle Aug. 27. Many other Ellington 
stands have $2,500 guarantees; rela- 
tively few are at $1,750, his old 
figure. 

Promoters who are laying out the 
heavy guarantees in many instances 
are the ones who, last winter, were 
recoiling from one-nite quotations 
and asserting they would never ante 
up tall figures again. However, as 
pointed out in Variety last month, 
Coast promoters frequently have 
been shuttering sites on Saturday 
nites because names were unavail- 
able. Last spring, booking agencies 
took cognizance of poor Coast sit- 
uation and routed relatively few 
names through Far West because of 
lack of dates, compared with years 
past. 

MCA is hurriedly hustling Buddy 
Rich into this territory to take up 
some of the slack. Tommy Dorsey, 
who will one-nite his way east after 
he closag within fortnite at Casino 
Gardens here, seems to be having 
no trouble nailing $2,500 guarantees, 
against usual percentages. Gene 
Krupa is being readily sold by MCA 
for $1,250, and Harry James is be- 
ing greedily snapped up at $2,000. 
James’ tour is being inked prior to 
entry into Palladium, Oct. 7. 

GAC, now lining up late-Septem- 
ber one-nite tour for Stan Kenton, 
has jotted all the dates the re- 
formed crew can handle. As in past, 
Kenton seeks only $1,750 and per- 
centage. In past several years, Ken- 
ton has gone into percentage more 
often on Coast than any other band. 


BMI License Drive Knocks 
Over Nine More Chi Ops 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Chicago office of Broadcast Music 
signed nine spots last week, in- 
cluding a steamship and a ballroom, 
allowing them unlimited use of its 
catalog. Ballroom signed is the Via 
Lago and the steamship S. S. Grand 
Rapids. Bistros signed, all in the 
minor league, are: Spa, Alaskan, 
Dubonnet, Portage, Arena Gardens, 
Tower and Silver Hat. 

BMI is starting infringement suits 
in the next few weeks—the first 
since it opened offices here in Feb- 
ruary, against recalcitrant owners. 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending July 31) 
London, Aug. 1. 








Souvenirs ...............Wright 
Gal in Calico..... .»+..-Feldman 
Mam’selle ....... rere eo ee 
People Will Say....... Chappell 
Sun in the Morning...... Berlin 
Old Spanish Trail...... Maurice 


How’s the Hour?.Keith, Prowse 
PED «6 05.5:50i4s600% Southern 
A Little Tenderness. ...Connelly 
They Say It’s Wonderful. .Berlin 


Heartaches ...... cence Connelly 
Time After Time.... Ed. Morris 
Second 12 
Anniversary Song..... Connelly 
a, eee eee .. Ricordi 
How Lucky You Are....Kassner 
April Showers..... ....Chappell 
BED. eva ckedidvid cages Leeds 


Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 
You Went Away ..,.Box & Cox 
Violetta ........ speebobisdee Dix 
Beautiful Morning..... Chappell 
ere Keith Prowse 
Never Too Late Mend. Strauss-M 
Rainy Night in Rio....Feldman 


ASCAP Still in Throes 
Of Ironing Out Bugs 0h. 
Writer Coin Distrib 





Plan now being worked out by 
George W. Meyer, member of the 
| American Society of Composers, Au- 
| thors and Publishers’ director board, 


as a substitute for the current meth- 
od of distributing the Society's rey. 
enue to its writer members, is still 
being gone over. Meyer is endeav- 
oring to get the bugs out of his plan 
before submitting it for perusal and 
decision to the ASCAP board. 


Plan is said to be rather compli- 
cated, so much so that writers who 
are even slightly familiar with it do 
not understand it completely. But, 
the idea is somewhat similar to the 
current plan of revenue distribution 
to publishers, which, incidentally, 
Meyer outlined years ago. This pub 
plan calls for a payoff based on 55% 
performance, 30% availability and 
15% seniority. 
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EDDIE and GEORGE 


TAILORS TO THE STARS 
Smart attire for Acts and Bands 


When in the East Caii or Wire 
for Representative with Samples 


805 S. Broad S8t., Phila. 
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FUN AND FANCY FREE 
LAZY COUNTRYSIDE | 
SAY IT WITH A SLAP 
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE 


BEANERO _—FEE-FI-F0-FUM 
MY FAVORITE DREAM 


All Material Ready 
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Claude Thornhill’s. band. is just 
about accomplished as any in the cur- 
rent band business. What's more, it 
probably deserves to be ranked right | 
up there. with the most versatile of | 
all time. . If. it’s not a truly great, 
outfit (and at this point in its de- 
velopment, it’s not) it’s -an extreme- 
ly versatile one. Although it. cannot 





be classed -with the memorable 
Goodman, Ellington, Pollack, Hen- | 
derson, Redman,  Goldkette,. and 


Basie groups for sheer excitement, 
it probably has more versatility than 
any of them, except Pollack’s or El- 
lington’s. (If you remember your 
should hardly be 


| Emperor 
| ously 





Best Bets 

Ballad—“I Kiss Your Hand, 
Madame” (Buddy Clark) and 
“Early Autumn” (Claude Thorn- 

hill): 
nce You’ Beautiful 
Doll” (Claude ‘Thornhill, “What 
Every Young Girl Should Know” 
(Sammy Kaye) and “On the 


_ Avenue” (Dick Jurgens), 
Hot Jazz — “South” (Count 
Basie) and “Jack: Armstrong 
Blues” and “Rockin’ Chair” 


(Louis Armstrong). 
Novelty—“Them ‘Durn 

Things” 

Blues” 


Fool 
(Red Ingle) and “Sugar 
(Johnny Mercer). 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 


| was he perpetrated with Cugat was 
| called) Clark does 
lthat are 








the 





necessary to point out just how pro- 
ficient that Pollack band was. It | 
could handle practically anything— | 
from a rhumba to a waltz to a jazz 
items, which sang with the inspira- | 
tion of its hot solos.) Thornhill’'s 
present band is no match for Pol- 
lack’s, but. it’s a pretty fine band. 
With each new recording, there’s ad- 
ditional testimony. This week, for 
example, Thornhill offers “Oh, You | 
Beautiful Doll” and “Early Autumn” | 
on a Columbia bracketing. They 
represent pretty substantial musi- 
cianship. “Doll” a real oldie, is 
handled briskly and, on the whole, 
rather movingly by the musicians 
and Gene Williams, vocalist. Whether 
or not it will hit the jukes with any 
momentum is anybody’s guess, but 
the point is that it deserves to. It 
is musical and danceable. Those are 
two adjectives that cannot be ap- 
plied to the records as regularly as 
one would wish these days. They 
also can be used quite appropriately 
for the other side, which is dreamier 
and. in its fashion, a further tribute 
to Thkornhill’s enormous flexibility. 
In this instance, the singing is done 


| problem for any man. 
| ever, 





by the impressive Fran Warren. As 
pleasant and accomplished as this 


a 











Our Number ONE Song 


THE BACHELOR 


AND THE 


BOBBY-SOXER 


Orchestration by 
Will Hudson 
now ready 
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face is, though, it seems to lack the | 
nickelodeon nitrate of “Doll.” 

Buddy Clark is another performer 
of whom Columbia has vast reason 
to feel proud. For everything like 
“Hugo and I Go”: (or whatever that 


10 or 11 items 
genuinely first-rate. Here 
he does a coupling like “I Kiss Your 
Hand, Madame” and “They’re Mine— 
They’re Mine—They’re Mine,” which | 
is distinctly superior stuff by any | 
standards. No one—including ' Sin- | 
atra—gets more out of a lyriet. “I 
Kiss Your Hand,” for example, be- 
ing revived in Paramount's “The| 
Waltz,” benefits prodigi- | 
from Clark’s treatment. (It | 
also benefits from the accompani- | 
ment -which.. Mitchell Ayres pro- 
vides.) If the tune should establish | 
itself as a. second-time:smash, you'll } 
hear the. Clark version .on = every | 
Wurlitzer in the country, It is our 
e@wn suspicion, however, that the | 
backside—"They’re Mine”’—will do 
the bigger business. It’s a good tune 
—slightiy noveltyish — and Clark 
projects it excellently. 

Johnny Mercer, when he’s right, is 
a good man to have around; too. Like 
this week, when he does “Sugar 
Blues” and “Why Shouldn’t I Cry 
Over You?” Latter is all right—just 
all right—but' Mereer has ‘with him 
The Pied Pipers, and that presents a 
Mercer, how- 
comes out quite unscathed. His 
singing has the same ‘hot intonation 
he evidenced in “Lord, I Give You 
My Chillun” (Decca). It’s ‘the sort 
of number he handles expertly and 
it was rather ridiculous to call upon 
the Pipers to screw things up. As 
an old Mercer fan, we like “Why 
Shouldn’t I Cry Over You?”, but we 
must admit that it does not sound 
like the juke side. Juke side, very 
clearly, sounds like “Sugar Blues.” 
If Clyle McCoy didn’t kill this num- 
ber for all time, Mercer’s recording 
will be the one to revive it. Every- 
thing considered this is a fine piece 
of work. We also think it’s a coin- 
machine work. The accompanying 
union cards are le@ by Paul Weston. 

Sammy Kaye’s “That’s What Every 
Young Girl Should Know”. (Victor) 
is considerably less provocative than 
the title would lead one to suspect, 
but it’s a proficient job nonetheless. 
Laura Leslie sings the lyric, which 
probably won't add to any young 
lady’s knowledge, but which prob- 
ably won’t hurt it either. Our feeling 
is that this side—because of its ar- 
resting title and its danceability— 








will do quite all right for itself on 
the coin boxes. “Serenade of the 
Bells,” on the other side, doesn’t im- 
press us very deeply, however. Don 
Cornell, The Kaydets, and a choir 
do their best, but the tune simply 


‘isn’t too exciting. 


Wax Facts 


Louis Armstrong and Jack Tea- 
garden combine their exalted talents 
jon a Victor of “Jack - Armstrong 
Blue” and “Rockin’ Chair.” As- 
, sisted by some good hot men, they 
sing duets with immense ease and 
conviction. It would probably be 
wishful thinking to call either num- 
ber a juke face, but it goes without 
Saying that they both are ideal for 


ee 








PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP. 








the jockeys. Hot fans will be de- 
lighted that Armstrong, at least for 
the time being. has rid himself of that 
big band . . . Count Basie will also 
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delight the hot fans this week. His 
Victor of “South” and “I'm Drowin’ 
in Your Deep ‘Blue Eyes” have. spme 
fine assets. “South,” an instrumental, 
shows the Basie band almost the 
way it was pre-war—which was 
something. “I’m Drowin’”: on the 
other hand, represents an advance- 
ment. While the band demonstrates 
its fine musicianship, it‘also displays 
a talent for sounding -commercial 
without becoming sloppy. Tune is all 
right too, and Bob Bailey sings it 
straight - forwardly and_ effectively. 
We wouldn't be a bit surprised if 
this side were to prove one of the 
most popular records Basie 
made. 

Dick Jurgens’ “On the Avenue” 
and “When You Were Sweet Six- 
teen” (Columbia) won't establish 
any new musical standards, but 


| they'll both do all right with rec- 
|ord-buyers who wear 


their dancing 


pumps. .“On the Avenue” is the 
more promising of the two...Red 
Ingle, whose “Timtayshun” is still 


selling well, is out on Capitol with 
“Song of Indians” and “Them Durn 
Fool Things.” “Indians,” based on 
Rimsky Korsakov’s ‘Song of India,’ 
j bes a vocal by Minnie Haw Haw and 





Suggested Programs . 
“Them Durn Fool 
Red Ingle (Capitol). 
“These Foolish Things”’—Frank 
Sinatra (Columbia). 
“Song of India”’—Tommy Dor- 
sey (Victor ). 
“Song of Indians”—Red Ingle 
(Capitol). 
“Temptation” 
(Decca ): 
“Timtayshun” 
(Capitol). 
“Love in Bloom’’—Spike Jones 
(Victor ). 


‘Program No. 2 

“Brazil"—Xavier Cugat 
lumbia). 

“Tea for Two”’—Dinah ‘Shore 
and Frank’ Sinatra (Columbia). 

“There’s No Business Like 
Show Business” — Bing Crosby, 
Dick Haymes, and The Andrews 
Sisters (Decca). 

“Oh, You Beautiful Doll!” — 
Claude Thornhill (Columbia). 

“Louise” — Maurice Chevalier 
(Victor ). 

“Rockin’ 
strong 


Things’— 


— Bing Crosby 


— Red Ingle 


(Co- 


Chair”—Louis Arm- 
and. Jack Teagarden 








(Victor). 

“Marie’ — Tommy Dorsey 
(Victor ). 
Chief Red Eagle. It's a good 


spoofing job. The bigger hit, though, 
will probably be “Them Durn Fool 
Things,” which is, obviously enough, 
based on “These Foolish Things Re- 
mind Me of You.” Vocal is by Mrs. 
James F. Paisley (there goes that 
“Mystery” again) and Ingle. We 
happen to prefer it to (‘“Timtay- 
shun” and think it'll chalk up more 
impressive’ sales...Dinah Shore's 
“You Do” and “Kokomo, Indiana” 
(Columbia) are routine Shore per- 
formances, but the increasing popu- 
larity of “You Do” should provide 
this fact with a certain standing in 
the jukes. “Kokomo,” also from 
“Mother Wore Tights,” is no “Talla- 
hassee” and isn’t likely to cause 
even a mild sensation. 





Tooter Drowned 


Springfield, Mass., Aug. 12. 
Don Pero, 31, saxophonist with the 
Al Strohman band, drowned early 








Thursday (7) at nearby Nine Mile 
Pond. 
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‘band. ‘Hayes ‘will be set Sept. 9 or: 
‘110 following the. three-month run of 

















MCA BACK IN FAVOR | 
AT Ciil BLACKHAWK | 


« Chicago, Aug’ 12! 
Musie ‘Corp. of America’s Chicago 
office regained. its foothold in. the 
Blackhawk Restaurant here last 
week, after sev eral years lapse, with 
the ‘booking’ of' the Sherman Hayes 


Ray Pearl, a Frederick Bros. agency! 
placement. 

MCA started the band parade at | 
the Blackhawk years back with such 
bands as Kay Kyser and Hal Kemp 
land then lost out over a disagree- 
ment on booking ‘policies. Hayes will 
probably be followed by Art Kas- | 
sel, another MCA property. 





| superior 
|}son’s number was suggested by title 


Charge L.A. Disk Jock 
Bil Anson Lifted Tune 
E From Contest Entry 


‘Hollywood, Aug.’ 12: 
Summons‘'was served on disk 
jockey-composer -Bill Anson. late 
last week in suit asking $50,000. for 
alleged plagiarism of an idea around 


, 


which it is charged he built his cur- ' 


rently popular tune, “When I Write 
My Song.” 

David M. Harney filed action ia 
court, alleging that An- 


Harney submitted in a song title 
contest last year called “You Belong 
to the Words of My Song.” 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Peg O’ My Heart, (12) (Robbins).... 


2. Chi-Baba (11) 
3. Smoke, Smoke, Smoke (3) 
4. Across 
5. That’s My Desire (18) 


6. Temptation (5) (Robbins) 
7. Feudin’ and. Fightin’ 


8. When You Sweet 16 (6) (Shapiro- 


9. I Wonder (9) (Robbins) 


10. Tallahassee (1) (Famous) ...... 


(Oxford), gecccsces 
(Amer 


Alley Alamo (13) (Capitol).,... 


(Mills)... 


(3) (Chappell).. 


{ Harmonicats ...Vitacoustics 
) Three Suns.....RCA-Victor 


{ Perry Como ...RCA-Victor 
* }Biue Barron .......: M-G-M 


Tex Williams. ,......Capitol 


{ Mills Bros..°:........Decca 
) Woody Herman: ...Columbia 


ican). 


(Eddy Howard.......Maijestic 
**r**") Tony Pastor.......Columbia 
r . Ingle-Stafford .......Capitol 

( Dorothy Shay.....Colambia 

** ) Tex Beneke.....RCA-Victor 
B) ( Perry Como.....RCA-Victor 
"** ) Mills Bros. ...Decca 


{ Frankie Laine ,....Mercury 
‘) Sammy Kaye ..RCA-Victor 


{ Crosby-Andrews ..... Decca 


Coming Up 


‘Ivy (Burke- VH) a ales 6k was FI Gs dias. a 


Ask Anyone Who Knows (Witmark) 
I'm So Right Tonight (Leeds)....... 


Bloop Bleép (Famous)...........++-+ 
| Lady From 29 Palms (Martin)....... 


Come to Mardi Gras (Southern)...... 
{ Wonder Who’s Kissing Her (E. B. Marks). 


On Old Spanish Trail (Maurice)..... 
Sage I Write My Song (Exclusive).. 


As Long As I’m Dreaming (Burke-VH).... 


Cecelia (Bourne) 


eer eer eee eer eeeere 


Old Devil Moon (Crawford) .......cccerse 


Apple Blossom Wedding (Shapiro-B)....... 


Pancas Hernandez -(United) ........cccccses: 
On the Avenue (Leeds)..... bievivews 


*eee:** ) Mercer-Pied Pipers .Capitol 

Jo. Stafford.........- Capitol 
**-*** )Vaughn, Monroe...... Victor 
Leawes Margaret Whiting. ...Capitol 


JO BtSHOLa .icisioes Capitol 
Danny Kaye.... ..Decca 


{ Freddy Martin..RCA-Victor 
‘ ) Tony Pastor.......Columbia 


Freddy Martin. .RCA-Victor 
Perry Como.....RCA-Victor 
Eddy Howard......Majestic 
Herb Jeffries......Exclusive 
{ Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 
*** ) Vic Damone........Mercury 
{ Tex Beneke.....RCA-Victor 
) Harry James......Columbia 
{ Dick Jurgens......Columbia 
+e ee EON, 63's RCA-Victor 


{ Margaret Whiting.. . Capitol 
| Gene Krupa ..... Columbia 


( Buddy Clark. .....Columbia 
i Sammy Kaye. eeeecss Victor 


Woody Herman....Columbia 
Andrews Sisters...... Decca 


eeeeee 





Jack Fina’s M-G-M Pact | 


Jack Fina’s new orchestra, now at | 
the Waldorf Roof, New York, has | 
been signed by M-G-M Records to 
a term contract. Before shifting 
over to the film company subsidiary 
label, however, Fina must finish out 
his unexpired contract with Mer- 
cury Records, He has four more 
sides to do on this and they will be 
completed as soon as possible. 

Fina’s switch from Mercury is 
based on his claim that the latter | 
company did not fulfill the distribu- | 
tion promises made him. | 




















OUR 
HOUR 


(The Puppy Love Song) 


SANTLY-JOY, INC. 


1619 Broadway, New York 
TOMMY VALANDO, Gen. Pro. Mer. 


Pin SEA St a 



































VSS A, 
Yj 


Y 


/ Yj yyy Uy YW 
VS J SS Ytf 7 / 


YY: Vf Ve bHffffffffh43 











DO YOUR CHRISTMAS RECORDING EARLY! 


and make your Christmas Song 


THE CHRISTMAS 


(MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU) 





By MEL TORME and ROBERT WELLS 


All Material Available Now 







BURKE AND VAN HEUSEN, sen 1619 erent wiry. New York 
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Guy Lombardo found the amphibian planes, which make up the “ro)!- 
fog” stock of Long Island Airways, in which he's s major stockholder, 
quite a help Sunday (10) afternoon during his quest for a second leg on 
the speedboat Gold Cup trophy at Rockaway Inlet, N. Y. ‘One of them 
few to the Bronx and brought back two shipwrights to help repair a 
proken pontoon on his boat. Earlier one of them was to have transported 
friends from a N. Y. city water port to the race site. Among the latter 


was maestro Freddy Martin, who completed a radio chore earlier than 
anticipated and drove to the race instead. 


Lombardo’s Tempo VI speedster, which won the Gold Cup at Detroit 
Jast year, was knocked out of the first heat of the 90-mile, three-heat race 
by smashing a step pontoon against driftwood. This was repaired and 
Lombardo finished second in the second heat to Notre Dame, a heavier- 
powered boat, and in the final heat was forced out by a clogged oil line. 
Miss Peps V won the race after the Notre Dame boat was forced out after 
leading for nine laps. Lombardo and the Miss Peps V boat will tangle 
egain at Red Bank, N. J., Aug. 23-24, in the national championships. 


Following the success of her hillbilly vocal with Red Ingle’s orchestra 
on Capitol’s disking of “Tim-Tayshun,” Jo Stafford is telling friends that 
the hillbilly field is going to get a larger. slice of her disk attention from 
now on. In this groove is her latest cutting of “Feudin’ and Fightin’,” a 
number which, Originally recorded by Dorothy Shay for Columbia, drew 
go ‘much aitention that other record companies were forced to do it. 
“Feudin’” fitted into Miss Stafford’s plans like a glove and there'll be 
more. She originally did hillbilly work when a member of a trio which 
included her two sisters; later she went into the Pied Pipers quartet, 
which joined Tommy Dorsey and from which she eventually stepped to 
work as a single. 

Quintet of musicians who saw ETO service together with the 6th Ar- 
mored Division had their first reunion since the war in Pittsburgh last 
week. They were James Conti, with Art Mooney’s band at the Ankara; 
Chuck Bell, with Ray Robbins’ orchestra at Kennywood Park, and Ralph 
Jackson, Stan Woods and James Molinaro, all local tooters with Benny 
Burton crew. Party was held at Woods’ home. Jackson and Conti were 
guarding the division’s gasoline dump at Brest, France, when they were 
attacked by German paratroopers. Conti escaped uninjured, but Jackson 
won the Purple Heart when he intercepted three Nazi machine gun bullets. 


In order to avoid brass-blasting during his run at the Roosevelt hotel, 
New Orleans, where that type of a band is taboo, Ray McKinley employed 
an unusual idea which, due to its success and the success of the band itself 
in the Roosevelt’s Blue Room, McKinley may keep. He secured lengths 
of heavy felt matting which he had installed as a lining for the music 
stands of his brass section. Rather than keep them muted, they blow into 
the padded areas and the result is said to be a new “sound” that has 
helped keep the Roosevelt's summer biz, usually far below par, at a com- 
fortable gait. 





Bandsmen are looking forward to the run of Skinnay Ennis on the Astor 
Roof, New York, bandstand which began Monday (11). They see in 
Ennis’ run a real test of exactly how much draw the room itself exerts 
and how much the band involved can account for. Rarely does the Astor 
bring in anything but a top draw and, while Ennis is widely known due 
to his Pepsodent shows with Bob Hope, as a bandleader he’s hardly in a 
class with the Sammy Kayes, Carmen Cavallaros and others the Astor 
has employed at various times each season. 








On the Upbeat 


Hollywood 


Duke Ellington into Million Dollar 
theatre week of Sept. 9 at 50-50 split 
of gross from first dollar...Ike Car- 
penter crew into Horace Heidt’s 
Trianon ballroom for pair of week- 


yeu: 














ing up dates on Coast for Joe 
Mooney Quartet; outfit never has 
played hereabouts...Edgar Hayes’ 


|}combo signatured by Exclusive Rec- 
ords...Hugh Hudson aggregation in- 
|to Hob ’n’ Nob for month, starting 
|today (13)...Al Gayle one-niting 
around area Butch Stone combo 
will alternate on bandstand with 
| Lawrence Welk when latter opens 
four-weeker at Aragon terpalace 
Aug. 26...Garwood Van orchestra 
east in October for stretch at Statler, 
Boston...D'’Varga combo and Black 
& White Records have called it quits 
...-King Cole Trio etched four faces 
for Capitol over weekend...Vido 
Musso blew in late last ‘week. He 
will rejoin Stan Kenton after all 
when Kenton re-forms here Sepi. i5 
and starts rehearsing. Another old 
Kenton hand who will be back with 
band is June Christy. The chirp has 
gotten as much as $600 weekly as a 
single since Kenton broke up in 
April, but has agreed to return to 
| band for minimum of six months, at 
a reported $200 per stanza. She will 
\flip back after winding two- 
| week stint at Club De Trubadour, 
|N. Y., which she undertakes tomor- 


|row (14). 
New York 

Ralph Specia orchestra 
|Hudson River Day 
|fourth straight season. ... Nat Deb- 
bin leaving Sinatra Songs staff to 
personal manager Lena Horne, a 
contact made several years ago when 
he managed George Auld’s orchestra 
and the two worked on the same bill. 

Sam Donahue orchestra into 
Angara, Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. ... 
Dave Kapp, of Decca, which has 
three music publishing firms, placed 
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Disk Jocks Eye AFRA, N.Y., Convens 
To Combat Ban on Guest Datings 


4 American Federation of Radio Arte 


lists’ national convention, which be- 


Robin Hood Dell Season lgins a four-day session tomorrow 


Slowest at B.O. in 3 Yrs. |(Thursday) at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
Philadelphia, Aug. 12 will find plenty of opposition to a 
atein- Waal Tell’e 1947 sew , | Once-proposed plan to put a halter 
Eigal aes iy : pat tr ted on disk jockeys, if such an idea 
season closed Sunday (10) in a blaze pos up. AFRA weeks back had 
| of artistic glory, but an audit showed ‘devised a regulation barring mem- 
j the old b.o. punch was off by 27,000 bers from making for-free guest 
| tabs from last year. Master-minding 


he d bl shots on disk shows as a means of 
the drop, Management Diameda weath- |curbing the fast-growing field. 











;er—nine postponements cue to ad- | Among a handful of disk spin- 
| verse skies—and the fact that the! ners in N. Y. to attend the conven- 
concerts at the downtown Labor /ijon and to combat any possible 
Plaza gave music-lovers plenty fot move by AFRA against them is 
| free. Rush Hughes, one of the most 
| Total Dell attendance this season!powerful, if not the top, record 
was 179,000 for 28 concerts in the|spinner in the midwest. His home 
|seven weeks’ series, representing 27,-| base is KMOX, St. Louis, from 


| 000 less than the 1946 total of 206,000, 
|} and 11,000 under the 1945 total figure 
lof 190,00. Of the 28 concerts, the Dell 
| had only 18 nights of clear 


9 

WB Isn't Happy 

{ 

With 
Warner Bros. music combine, 

which at various times has had ar- 


| which he runs a live and transcribed 
|disk show that goes into the deep 
south and far north. He got -him- 
weather. | self named a delegate to the AFRA 
|shindig for the express purpose of 
‘combating a move against his pro- 
| fession. He feels that whatever 
| benefit disk jockeys draw from be- 
ling able to snag important record- 
ling artists (virtually all of whom are 
> | radio performers, hence holders of 
- 1S S |AFRA cards) is more than returned 
iby the amount of geod disk shows 
and the playing of the artists records 
on them do for the latter 











guments with most of the major | ; ¥ > 
disk firms (with the exception ee -: Da 7 bb G 
Decca) which resulted in their de- nita y; u y et 
| alty rate for recordings, is hassling 
ith the » M-G-M c any. 
|a bit with the new G company Salinwmead. Aue. 30. 
\to the film company subsidiary re- Chirper Anita O'Day and her hus- 
| quiring the full 2c. rate, but the | band, 08 
move is a possibility. | drawn 90-day jail sentences on nar- 
As in the arguments with the | cotics charges. Police said they found 
| Capitol, etc.. WB doesn’t find much | during a reid last March. 
the way M-G-M heads Pair testified they kept open house, 
|make use of their standard catalog, and opined stuff was left by guests. 
notice of 


|manding the full 2c. statutory roy | 90 D D R 
| There has as yet been no ultimatum 

Carl Hoff, mechanic, have 
other outfits, Columbia, RCA-Victor, | Marijuana secreted in the Hoff home 
|} appeal in 
which is probably the most exten- | Attorney Ray Smith, in 


; : sive of all in the music business, and | appeal, said couple didn’t use the 
a song of.his own with Warner Bros. | uff off new pops. M-G-M heads’ stuff. 
| group titled “Home Is Where the |disclaim any knowledge of a tussle —_— 
| Heart Lies.” ... Bernie Mann, oper-| with the WB group, but the latter| Sammy Kaye’s wordless theme 
,ator of Anchor Room, Port Wash-} 


(Continued on page 53) 


admit to a disagreement, which, of 
course, is all on their side. 


song being recorded for first 
l}under Victor label. 


} time 
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The song the whole country is talking about! 


NEAR YOU 


Lyrics and Music.by KERMIT GOELL and FRANCIS CRAIG 


Our New Affiliate 


Recorded by THE ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) FRANCIS CRAIG (Bullet) 
LARRY GREEN (Victor) ELLIOT LAWRENCE (Columbia) 
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announces the 
publication of 


3 SMASH 
SONG HITS! 
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VICTOR 


LOMBARDO (Majestic) 


The great novelty song— 


THE OLD CHAPERONE 


Lyrics and Music by RAMEY IDRISS and GEORGE TIBBLES 


Recorded by BING CROSBY (Decca) TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
DERRY FALLIGANT (Enterprise) DAVID STREET (Avon) 


A great ballad— 


OW SOON? 


Lyrics and Music by JACK OWENS-and CARROLL LUCAS 


(WILL | BE 
SEEING YOU) 


Recorded. by JACK OWENS (Tower 
_ BING CROSBY with. CARMEN CAVALLARO (Decca! 
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BMI’s Haverlin Explodes Alexander 
Beef in Letter to Broadcasters 


Broadeast Music, Inc. and Carle 
Haverlin, its president, struck back | 
at Perry Alexander last week for | 


himself and associated, who had | 
been accused by Alexander of mis- | 
handling the radio performance 
ghts organization. In a letter to 


Tl 
station owners, in answer to a pre- 
vious missive to them by Alexander, 
co »mplaining of BMI's tactics toward 
small publishers and asking that aj} 
radio committee meet with his BMI} 
Small Publishers grievance com-j} 
mittee, -Haverlin snapped a whip. 

sot erlin pointed out that since 
Si 1945. when Alexander first 
fi ed a BMI firm, a total of six} 
songs have formed Alexander’s 

talog, on all of which he is listed | 


as a collaborator and that not once 
since the firm’s formation has Alex- 
ander secured a recording of any 
for use on radio stations. Too, radio 
performances of his tunes have been 
meager. Since BMI’s payoff to 
affiliated pubs is based on perform- 
ances, Alexander’s beef that he 
doesn’t get much income from his 
hookup with them is true. 
other text going over 
argument point. by 
it is bod wie hoes wrens 


There is 
Alexander’s 
point, but none of 


NORMAN- LAGUNA JAM 


SESH B.O. HIT, PASADENA 22:2, Kave-Sem, colewsn im, 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Jazz concert promoted in Pasa- 
dena Civic Aud early last week by 
KFWB disc jockey Gene Norman | 
and ex-Keynote Records’ Coast rep | 
Eddie Laguna grossed a walloping | 
$4,890 at $3 top, which spelled an! 
approximate $1,200 profit. 

Talent lineup was headed by'! 
Lionel Hampton, Freddie Slack, | 
Slam Stewart, Charlie Shavers. | 











MURRAY BAKER 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


— 
SWEETHEART | 


Music by eee 
JIMMY McHUGH | 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 














| dented 
| brought Joe 
| ciated Booking Corp. and Hampton's 
| manager, post-haste from New York 


| couldn't 
| the additional film time, and now the 
| theatre heads want Hampton to pay 
‘some $2,500 claimed to have been 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Aug. 9) 


Peg O’ My Heart...... Robbins 
Who's Kissing Her........ Marks 
That’s My Desire.... .Mills 


‘Shapiro- B 


I Wonder....Robbins 


Sweet 16 
1 Wonder, 


Chi-Baba eee . Oxford 
Anyone Who Knows...Witmark 
Across Alley Alamo.....Capitol 
Feudin’ and Fightin’. ..Chappell 


Apple Blossom Wed’g.Shapiro-B 


Second 10 


Ivy Burke-VH 


Tallahasse¢ Famous 
I Wish Did n’t Love. .Paramount 
I Have But One Heart...Barton 
Aintcha Comin’ Back...Sinatra 
Almost Like Being Love....Fox 
Get oe et tes Bourne 


ewes Lombardo 
. Burke-VH 
General 


_—* 


Echo Said No. 
Long I'm Dreaming. 
“st I Life Live Over 


‘Film Job Holdover 


Forces Hampton Into 
Theatre Date Snarl 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
peer on’s work -in’ ‘the 





Lionel 


‘That's Life” got him into quite a 
 aieeaite here during the past week. 


| With the filming behind schedule, 


producers were forced to hold 
Hampton several 
contract and the leader was forced 
at the last moment to cancel out a 
week at the Million Dollar theatre, 
L. A., to. have begun yesterday 
(Tuesday). 

This action created an. unprece- 
snarl for the theatre and 
Glaser, head of Asso- 


smooth things. He 
Hampton from 


to attempt to 
extricate 


spent exploiting his date there. 
Glaser tried to get Goldwyn to 
shoot around Hampton during the 
week at the theatre, but it was no 
go. Meetings are now occurring be- 
tween Glaser and theatre booker 


| Bill MecIiwain to iron out the dis- 
| pute. 
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Xavier Cuget 
Lazare Quintero 
Guy Lombardo—Mary 
Victor Lombardo 
Fernando Alvares 
Freddy 


Potricio Teixeira 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Band 


Sammy Kaye.... Astor Roof (850. °% 


eee With: 5500 Waldorf (400; $2) .... 


Skitch Henderson. Pennsylvania (500; 
Jerry Wald*.. 
Johnny Pineapple Lexington (300; $1 


*Ice Revue at New Yorker, 





..New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50). ae 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Played Week On Dute 
1-$1. fees Pre 3.275 28,125 
ppehvesen ge 3,075 6,025 
$i- $1. 50). ee eee 1,425 12,275 
Liz 3,050 
SURO? ve tcccres sx OF 900 6,425 


Chicago 


Bel Courtney (Marine Room, Edge 


| The 100-degree temperature for fou 


9,700 here. 
(College Inn, 


almost one-third: 
Charlie Ventura 


1.100: $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
slashed all covers 


water Beach; 
r days last week 


Sherman: 900: $2-$3.50 min.) Not too 





affected by heat wave. Clark Dennis and Jose Melis headliners; 4,900. 
Los Angeles 

Ed vy Howard (Ambassador: 900: $1-$1.50) Bested hot spell; 2,400 
covel 

Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50) Wavering 1,700 tabs 

Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
(Chicago) 
Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.). Even Danny Thomas, who 


has been drawing heavily, fell to 5,8 
Henry King (Aragon; 
Lawrence Welk 


scanty 11,000, 


iTriannn: 0 0H_@1 
,a2 Trianon, PU SUP 


Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Ritz 


$0.90-$1.15 adm.). 


00. 
Stimulating 13,000. 


1K nae Mrenite sivr_eranditianing 
sav CAMLIIL.S AVE OPILG CALA WUVIIMALAYV Lilli, 


Brothers closed Aug. 


12. Last days brought week up to 4,600. 





(Los A 
Tommy Dorsey (Casino Gardens, 
grab of 10,400 customers. 
Frankie Carle (Palladium, B, Holl 
opening stanza, biz continues to skid; 
senng. 


B, Ocean Para, 2d wk.). 


ngeles) 
Glittering 


ywood, 3d wk.). 
8,000 last frame; 


After very bright 
torrid weather mili- 





The top 31 songs of the week, 


Published by the Office of Research, 
Survey Week of 


Coverage Index Survey of Popular M 
Published by the Office of Research, 





t Filmusical. * Legit Musical 


I Believe—+“It Happened in Brooklyn”........ 
I Can’t Get Up the Nerve To Kiss You............ 


(Copyright Office of Research, Inc.. 


Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


based on the copyrighted Audience Cov- 
erage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. | 
Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman Director. | 


Augsst 1-7, 1947 


Across the Alley From the Alamo. ........0.00 0s ccsscnes Capitol 
Ain’tcfia Ever Comin’ Back.... ....... Wetbacnbsssa wa Sinatra 
Almost Like Being In Lov e—* “Brigadoon”, eeecsend. eae te 

An Apple Blossom Wedding.. otal, GROCER EES CRE RAN ey Kno Shapiro-B 
As Long As I'm Dreaming—t"Welcome Stranger”. ....»-Burke-VH 
As Years Go By. i Ses eee Se ee a kecndéies ail 
Ask Anyone Who Knows. aebedes rr es er ee ere Witmark 
Die eo eet Gh thie! betee sb cpnidbepacat Uses Sea ABC 
2 A gy ou OS re a Ce catnare a COMO B AN Oxford 
me 2O-te DEaret GEeOsB ick. ec ects ec cbse .. 90uthern 
Don’t Tell Me—*“Hucksters” ............. .. Robbins 
a ed io awa ds aah . .... Lombardo 
very Bo DIOR ..ncencvccex OT ee re Ty he Warren 
a Re ee ee rere «+. «+--Melrose 

I Wish I Didn’t Love You So—?7“Perils of Pauline” ...-Paramount 
I Wonder I Wonder I Wonder.......  ...... .... Robbins 

I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now—i“I Wonder Now” ..E. B. Marks 
Je Vous Aime—t“Copacabana” .........cc00-cceccees »..- Crawford 
Lady From 29 Palms........... WA 40 ind A aves was them. ooo. Martin 
EE OEE © oa. nc. av bee waeee ET eS rT ee, | 
Man Who Paints the Rainbow In the Sky. pike 6 ale eawtiaes > ts Mutual 
Naughty Angeline ...... SOOM s news ewer A eee Ae: ere Simon 
iE aes +o ..66 CC Gaba tes k¥ans thik es Abas ancke die cee Chappell 
eg hs Gee ay > Saha ee boise. Gabbe ees OC RDIRE 
Red Silk Stockings and Green Perfume............ Saas 00.  DAOUTIE 
BROEY -OF SOCOM .. .6.0ccs cases a 6+ wrecdiatited PaMe ak 60. oot soe coe Pemora 
Tallahassee—“Variety Girl” .......... Ae 8 ee Famous 
ee og ae eee a fe ge to rae Pree ye ere .. Mills 
There’s That Lonely Feeling Again...... 9 eee eee ery Mellen 
When You Were Sweet Sixteen—7;“Jolson Story”. Seeseissoc.. enapio-B 
Whiffenpoof Song ... .....2 secee vars Tree eevU dees oo Uer 





The remaining 22 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience 


usic Broadcast Over Radio Networks. 
Inc, Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


All My Love RARE VAR PRES SUN SLUNG EWs OeCOk COR GEER 60 a5 Harms 
Anniversary Song—+“Jolson. ES a os ngicdpac Sone es 500 Mood 
ST MEIN iis 9.5 00%, 09 bk av a SE Peer oe Py ee ee .....Paramount 
Castanets and Lace ....... SE IY ye eed a ae ae Republic 
Seep BOWS Be Teur Mealb. occ ccccse vice cecccccevess . +... Triangle 
BS rr re ae SE ye A ey ee ee PP Remick 
Ev’rybody And His Brother....... Meee ski «kat ate Broadcast 
Feudin’ and Fightin'—+“Sons O’ Guns”.................... Chappell 


. Sinatra 
. .Santly-Joy 


I Do Do Do Like You..... Pech werk: Whe ese’ ce buc.bbea oe oes Harms 
I'm So Right i tas Sechetohstatenddeenés nase busine ose 
Ivy—?*“Ivy RwiGRW ant R6es 6 Oecs Keies-eaa ore DUPReVE 
Just An Old ‘Love Of Mine. . Py Fs hF k wto Chats cba Sk vat b0'9 C-P 
a Sh Mi as ea kh Sha OR y «5 eee ge ees ew. 
Love and the Weather Ai ehh bees Se eS bike btaokeee Lea coe BCLin 
EE akc, fee un Sk es oe hc agit. s Cd ed a ond Republic 
I Mood 
ES a SAP ye ga beaver eee eee 6 . Morris 
When Tonight Is EE 6h onc hGk ons ves cede 660s Oxford 
SE DS ng Naan DE CAT As dacoeenes ackae<ovgnenccia tke ».. Jewel 
Would You Believe Me—i“Love and Learn”...... . . Remick 


New York) 


> 


Fred Waring’s Wife 
Sues for Share Of 
Partnership Earnings 


Legal snarl involving Fred War ing 
| Productions has been revealed 
in New York supreme court as 
Justice Felix Benvenga granted 
Evalyn N. Waring, wife of the maes- 
tro, from whom he is separated, per- 
mission to inspect four contracts 
pertaining to partnership agreement 
| with the firm. Named es defend- 
auts in her suit are Waring, Thomas 
|L. Waring, Roland J. McClintox 

and Abe Rappaport. Court, how- 
ever, denied her the right to ex- 
| amine the defendants until she joins 


7 





| her issues and knows what she is 
suing for, 
In her affidavit plaintiff 


| fraud and asks an accounti 
profits but is undecided 
sue for rescission of an April, 1940, 
contract whereby she _ withdrew 
fr8m the partnership under certain 
conditions. She claims she _ en- 
tered into the partnership in 1938 
and upon her withdrawal she was 


o f + 
ig oO @ 


whetner to 





promised an accounting of the prof- 
| its. But, she alleges, this was done 
}in such a manner that she did not 


receive her rightful share. She fur- 
ther charges that profits on the part- 
nership have amounted to 
$425,000 and her share 
excess of $60,000. 


Stone Reelected 


Louisville, Aug. 12 

Local 1,, American Federation of 
Musicians elected Joe C. Stone pres- 
ident to fill out the unexpired term 
of Edwin A. Lorenz, who resigned 
July 2. Stone is a former V.P. of 
the local and member of the board 
of directors. He has played bass 
and tuba for many years in concert 
and dance bands and was a staff 
musician with local stations. 

Regular election for officers and 
board members will be held in Jan- 
uary, 1948 . 


SMOKE! 
SMOKE! 
SMOKE! 


(That Cigarette) 


ovel 


should be in 

















INC. 


Garet Romero 
55 W. 42 St., N.W.C. 


AMERICAN MUSIC, 


9109 Sunset Blivd., 
Holly wood 46, Cal. 














DADA DADAAAAAAAMAADAAAA I 


What Are 
Pou Doing 
Rew Year's 

—Ebe? 


MILLS PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 


MOONLIGHT 


Ted Weems @ Decca No. 25105 
r) 


’'M GETTIN’ 
SENTIMENTAL 
OVER YOU 

e 


Lonesome and Sorry 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 
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FEINBERG QUITS GAC 
FOR LABOR POST 


William Feinberg, former secre- 
tary of New York Local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
who has been with General Artists 
Corp. as a salesman for the past 14 
months, left that agency as of last 
Friday (8). He is establishing him- 
self as a labor consultant, with NBC 
as his first account. At the moment, 
Feinberg is still at GAC since he 
cannot find offices of his own. 

Feinberg’s reaséns for leaving 








GAC and going back into the labor 


picture as a mastermind of prob- 
lems brought to him, is said to be 


based on the fact that although he 
had left the labor scene completely 
behind him when he quit 802 and 
joined GAC, he was never able to 
duck it completely. Friends devel- 
oped during his 802 days constantly 
sought his advice. Last fall, when| 
802’s blue ticket. in power for the | 
past 13 years, lost its president, Jack | 
Rosenberg, Feinberg was pressured 
to accept the party's nomination for 
president, but rejected the idea. 
Richard McCann, who succeeded to 
the presidency upon Rosenberg’s 
death, was put up and won out. 
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Hwood Embargo May Force British 
— Cinemas Into Vaudfilm Policies 


Unless there is a modification of¢ 


Britain's 75% tax on film imports, 
which Hollywood won't take, the 
Jong awaited comeback of vaude- 
yille may occur across the pond. 
London and the English  prov- 
jnces may be forced into vaud- 
film. policies when beginning to feel 
the pinch caused by lack of screen 
product for its numerous theatres, 
since houses would be in a bad sit- 
vation for boxoffice draws if no 
American product was available. 

If and when the situation becomes 
permanent, it would open the door 
for plenty employment of U. S. acts 
in London and adjacent territor 4s. 
London could not begin to provide 
as many performers as would be re- 
quired to keep the theatres in 
operation, Because admission scales 
for legit attractions are far in ex- 
cess of those for cinemas, British 
ghowmen may have to embrace 
vaudfilm policy as the only way out. 


William Morris agency, which has 
been doing the bulk of London 
vaude bookings and currently serv- 
icing Bernard Delfont’s vauders at 
the Casino, London; Moss-Empire 
circuit, London Palladium and 
others, would seemingly have the 
jump on competitors should British 
houses be forced into vaude bills. 
Morris has Harry Foster, London 
rep, on the spot, thus giving that 
agency a most opportune position if 
such policy is adopted. Then, too, 
the agency has formidable talent it 
could send over pronto. However, 
Morris has received no authentic 
word as to such a switch from 
Foster. According to Dick Henry, 
who handles the bulk of foreign 
bookings for the agency there'll be 
no excitement about London possi- 
bilities until Foster reports. 


Other top agencies in N. Y. which 
have made some London bookings 
refused to display excitement over 
the report, most being of the opinion 
the vaude bonanza in London will 
never come off. As one exec put it: 
“Hollywood and Britain will get to- 
gether in some way, and the vaude 
boom abroad will be just another 
bursted bubble.” 





Triple Jinx. Hits 


Carny in Buffalo 
Buffalo, Aug. 12. 


Mishaps dogged the James E. 
Strates shows playing a week’s 
stand here. A worker, George Snell 


of Windsor, Pa., was crushed to 
death between two four-ton trailers 
'on Sunday. 

At midweek, George Martin, con- 
eessionaire, was arraigned in City 
Court on a charge of common 
gambling. A patron complained to 
the police that a ball and bucket 
game operated by Martin was so 
rigged as to make it impossible for 
the player to win. The complain- 
ant, George Bender of Euclid,” O., 
claimed he spent $35 in a vain at- 
tempt. 





Cleve. Niteries 
In Worst Slum 


Cleveland, Aug. 12. 


Smaller cafe operators, whose 
business has dropped 50%, are form- 
ing a new protective association to 
combat the worst slump in years. 


In addition to asking musicians’ 
union to permit bandmen to work a 
full week, instead of six days as 
under current contracts, the nitery 
guild will lobby for a reduction in 
the 20% tax. 


Larger downtown spots are trying 
to solve the recession problem by 
increasing their entertainment bud- 
gets. Golden Dragon, co-owned by 
Mike Cohen and Bandmaster Gene 
Erwin, jumped into a name policy 
this week by setting Bob Eberly for 
first cafe date here. Arthur Lee 
Simpkins was brought in by Borsel- 
lino’s for two weeks at $1,500 per, 
while Hollenden Vogue Room inked 
Sonny Richards as starter for a 
series of higher-budgeted shows. 








Coney Mardi Gras Sept. 8 


Annual Mardi Gras has been set 
for Coney Island, N. Y., despite 
decision earlier in season to give 
it the go-by. 

At a meeting held last week by 
merchant and concessionaire mem- 
bers of Coney Island Carnival Co., 
which sponsors the event, former 
decision was reversed and celebra- 
tion is set for Sept. 8 to 14. 


Tele May Nudge 


Performers Out 





Of Chi Cafes’ 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 


As though it weren't hit hard 


|}enough by the end of easy spending 


after the war, the tavern-act book- 
ing business may find itself up 
against still another ogre—this time 
television. A couple of piano acts, 
specializing in cocktail-bar fare, 
were heard complaining around 
musicians’ union headquarters last 
week that they had been fired be- 
cause, as their tavernkeeper-em- 
ployers put it, customers complained 
that the playing of the piano inter- 
fered with their hearing the com- 
mentary of a_ televised sporting 
event. 

One of the musicians remarked 
that his ex-boss told him that he 
had to cater to his customers’ pref- 
erences and that between the tav- 
ern’s television receiver and juke- 
box he now had enough entertain- 
ment to keep the customers happy. 

Chicago’s leading cocktail act 
bookers, when checked, declared 
the cases were isolated and not 
even the vestige of the beginning of 
a trend. The consensus of opinion 
was that the novelty of tavern tele- 
vision might in rare instances lead 
to the elimination of a spot’s enter- 
tainer or entertainers, but that as a 
whole tavernkeepers will go on 
buying acts so entertainment will 
be there at all peak business hours 
for the customers’ indulgence, and 
not make himself dependent on the 
limited periods as provided by tele- 
vision. 


‘Sinatra Switching From Par to Cap, 


N. Y., on $25,000 Weekly Minimum 














Nearly Made It 


Connee Boswell and Harry 
and Ben Leedy, her husband and 
brother - in - law respectively, 
drove some 7,500 miles in the 
past month, to Las Vegas, Nev., 
Lake Tahoe, Nev., to Hollywood 
and return. Most of the time 
they travelled at high speed on 
open roads. 

They got back to New York at 
2:30 Sunday morning and, 
just a short distance from where 
they were to get off, were 
snagged by a cop for doing 52 
m.p.h. 


Shelvey Winds Up 
Delegate Tour 


Matt Shelvey, national head of 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
returned to N. Y. this week after a 
protracted tour of branch offices, 
where he set up the modus operandi 
for general membership meetings to 
nominate delegates to the forthcom- 
ing convention of the union. 








Meetings will be held in all of 
the union’s branches between Sept. 
15 and 20. 
made lists will be s2nt to national 
office of AGVA in N. Y. and a mail 
ballot taken by AGVA'’s 47,000 
members for final election of dele- 
gates. Under plan a delegate will 
be named on a 200-members ratio. 
N. Y., Chicago and Philly branch 
meetings will be held Sept. 20. 


It’s figured that it will take six 
weeks after general meetings for 
mailing and return of ballots, which 
would set convention date around 
Nov. 1. Convention city will not be 
named until after votes are in. 


After nominations are 


4 Hollywood, Aug. 12. 
Frank Sinatra will in all proba- 
bility play the Capitol theatre, New 
York, the next time he does a p.a. 
on Broadway, switching away from 
the Paramount theatre for the first 
time since he reached his current 
b.o. stature. Sinatra and Music Corp. 
of America’s theatre department, 
headed in N. Y. by John Dugan, are 
currently in the throes of working 
out a deal said to call for a minimum 
of $25,000 weekly to the singer, ex- 
clusive of all other expenses, such 
as the accompanying band and acts. 
| If completed, Sinatra would work 
the Cap sometime during November. 
Basis of Sinatra’s switch to the 
Cap, although it’s not completely re- 
sponsible, is his recently signed new 
deal with Metro films, owner and 
operator of the Capitol. His con- 
tract with the company contains a 
clause giving the Capitol “pref- 
erence” in a deal for his Broadway 
| P.a.’s, and possibly Loew-operated 
ene in other cities. 





Smith & Dale Into 
Roxy (N.Y.) For Week 
To Fill A&C Scram Gap 


Smith & Dale, vet comedy team, 
have been booked into Roxy, N. Y., 
opening today (Wed), for one week 
|to bridge gap left vacant by Abbott 
| & Costello, who closed a three-week 
|run last night so that Costello could 
plane back to Coast to be with wife 
when latter gives birth. Comedian 
made decision when informed wife 
would have to undergo Caesarian 








operation. 
Abbott &. Costello had been 
booked into Roxy on ae_etwo- 


week deal with options for an ad- 
ditional two weeks and played three 
in all. Smith & Dale have never 
played the Roxy, their Broadway 
dates being mainly at Loew’s State. 
New bill headed by Jac] Haley 
and Ella Logan follows into house 
| Aug. 20, with “Mother Wore Tights” 
(20th) on screen and Milton Berle 
show after that, around Sept. 15. 
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His outfit 


St. Louis Blues 


piano solo for a good hand. As a 
stage personality, Straeter regis- 
tered well .. . he handled his intro 
chores with an easy grace." 
—Bill Smith, 
The Billboard. 


his competent 


orchestra provide an excellent mu- 
sical background for the revue, 





—startinc Sth WEEK 
CAPITOL, New York 


"Straeter, in his first Stem theatre 
date, does a fine job. 
(19), including five strings, looked 
good, sounded good and played a 
Later in the proceed- 


with Straeter offering an expert 
rendition of his piano solo, a jazz 
concerto arrangement of ‘St. Louis 


amd. $. B.. Ife 
New York Herald Tribune. 


"Ted Straeter's fine band did a 
beautiful accompanying job and 


the maestro stopped the show 


himself with his piano version of 
"St. Louis Blues’. 


—Jack Thompson, 
New York Mirror. 
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STATLER, Washington 


SEPTEMBER 15th 


4th Return Engagement 


SONORA RECORDS 


Personal Management, JACK BERTELL, Plaza Hotel, New York 


BOOKED BY M.C.A. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Havana Madrid, N. Y¥. 
(FOLLOWUP) 





This sole Latin spot in town is 
eontinuing to get a sizable trade from 
the rhumba dancers, mainly because 
of the accomplished rhythms of the 
15-piece Lecuona Cuban Boys orch. 


Draw of this crew is seen by the fact | 


that the majority of the trade comes 
after eating hours, which to a boni- 
face is just fine, inasmuch as theres 
more financial comfort in the liquo1 
trade, 
However, 


Angel Lopez, © the 


Maria” which necessitates an ex- 
planation that this isn’t the number 
done in church. However, they're 
apparently awed by the music and 
would probably do better with music 
having the same dramatic impact, but 
without its sacred implications. Their 
| spins and lifts are frequent applause 
winners, 

The Lecuona band, during its floor 
turn, constitutes a Hispanic version 
of the Milt Britton crew. The lads 
roughhouse the spot with musical 
takeoffs on classics and individual 
song-and-dance offerings. Theit 


minal. While most New York hotel 
roofs are wholly glass enclosed, 
Sheraton’s terraces seat some 325 
| customers under the stars while an 
inside room, where the band plays, 
accommodates another .275. 


Zoning regulations keep Williams’ 
outfit off the terrace, but that’s cir- 
!cumvented to some extent by plac- 
| ing amplifiers out in the open. Most 
dancing is done indoors, but there’s 
also a 10-foot space roped off out- 
| side. While the al fresco atmos- 

phere is a sure customer lure in 
clear weather, threatening showers 


copious use of awnings. 


Operating on a no minimum, no 
| cover policy the first couple of weeks, 
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months ago here, but still scores 
solidly. Audience especially went for 
“He’s Got Ten Millon Dollars In the 
Bank.” “Rum and Coca Cola’ with 
a set of new lyrics and “Doin What 
Comes Naturally.” 

Danny Rogers opens with a lot 
of fast chatter, then goes into a neat 
routine of hoofing. He has them 
laughing loud and long over his 
card game bit, a natural for this 
burg. Gets off with plenty of ap- 
nieuse with his “Little Gimpy” exit. 





Estelle Sloane, easily one of the 


| best dancers to play here, proves her 
tend to discourage patronage despite | 


mastery of taps and twirls then 
whips into a Latin American tango. 
—Next is a Flamenco number, en- 
cores with the Gypsy ritual dance. 


Sapphire Rm., Las Vegas 
(CORTEZ HOTEL) 


: Las Vegas, July 30. 
Eddie Troy, Jean Loach. Bobby 
Gray, Doc Starr & Clark Chadburn, 
Donna Kaye, Irving Rothschild’s 
Orch. (5); no cover, no minimum. 





Rather than discontinue entertain. 
ment, management, has cut budget 
to minimum for summer season. 

Eddie Troy cuts capers throughout 
the midsummer revue. His drunk 
routine and chorine impressions are 
good for laughs. 

Jean Loach, a _ blonde pretty 
warbles risque songs accompanying 
herself on \ 
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of spot is Harry Riley, son of the 





reception. No reflection on his sing- 


monica. Does a bit of singing but hig 
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ARTHUR GODFREY 
CHESTERFIELD SHOW 
MON.-WED.-FRI, 

11 A.M., EDST 
New York Rep.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
Chicage Rep.: PHIL TYRRELL 














tables with bug-like characters and 
the attraction is inviting enough to 
entice knots of dancers from the 
floor. 

Mata and Hari, broadly burlesqu- 
ing their interpretative dances and 


a little guy he throws out a lot of 
song. Elsa Ray, rhythm tapster, 
opens with the usual run of hoof- 
beats. 

It’s “The Morgan Manner” of 
dansapation, personal warbling and 
tromboning that’s the chief lure. His 
name has been magic to the habitues 
of this rendezvous. and business, 
while spotty, has been comparably 
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better than most of the other salons. 





JACK PARKER 


The dance floor, comfortably large, 
is generally swarming with terpers 





Sylvia Rhodes, Kenny Milton, Irv 
| 2 4 . 
Laibson, Line (6), Johnny Silvers 
Orch; no minimum or cover. 

| This is Jerri Blanchard’s show. A 
| fave in this room in former seasons, 








with nuances contained in her trick 
of adopting pop tunes and adding 
comedy values via her walk-around, 
| insinuatin delivery. Assurance is 
| there, with added suavity for such 
numbers as “Eadie Wes a Lady,” “A 
|Good Man Is Hard to Find,” 
“Whoopee,” and her hilarious ver- 
| sion of “Club Savoy.” 

Supporting lineup is an in and out 
affair. Singing duo, Pat Burke and 
Sylvia Rhodes, go over best. Held 
over from the last show, they score 
with duetings of the musical com- 





ners. | 

In Dick Buckley, they’ve found a | 
comic whose pseudo-British accent- | 
ings and off-trail character delinea- 
tions should attract a following via 
word-of-mouth. His stuff adds up 


noisy ringsiders. Tops stint with 
his standard aud participation bit 
wherein he utilizes four stooges for 
live dummies while he voices Amos 
’n’ Andy characters from behind. 
Biz with hats adds to laugh potency 
of the sequence. 

Tony Bari fits the room nicely 
with his tenorings. Opens with med- 
ley of Italian folk songs to set him- 
self solidly with the aud, then 
changes pace with “Mam’selle.” 
Wraps things up with aria from 
“Pagliacci” and “Eli, Eli.” Had to 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


"Comedy Dance Antics’ 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 
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ANDY KIRK'S 


Sheraton Roof, N. Y. 
(HOTEL SHERATON) 











boogie woogie. Line has new cos- 
tumes and bright routines. 
Kenny Milton works hard at the 





My Heart,” “Sunday Kind of Love” 
and “Mad About ’Em Blues” for fair 








returns. 








GLEN CASINO, BUFFALO 
Opening Aug. 11 
M 

















a 7 i i ©, MONTREAL 
ORCHESTRA Sande Williams Orch (5) with Ca-| emcee chore, but heavy deliver Don Davis and his orch cut show | EL MORROCO, Mt 
at the role Page, Mark David; $2-$2.50) militates against effect of his mate- pr rg cg handle he cere | Dir.: William Morris Agency 
be Regal Theatre J) ™irimum. rial. Special material is new, but | 2CGiCts nicely. ry 
AE . needs sharpening. Best bit is his 
it ca With a striking view of Manhat-| audience participation in which he 
a4 an 1s tan a its ogee eg 4 ter- | organizes street band with gag in- i ® 
ee races ’along wit nde illiams’ | struments and instructions to those i i i -- 
enia eepance | first rate five-piece combo, Sheraton | lured onstage. Dorothy Raymer, Miami Dai y a 






,Roof is snaring ’em in despite its} Johnny Silvers orch does usual 
| off-the-beaten-track location a few | good job on show cutting and 
‘blocks south of Grand Central Ter-| handles the dance interims capably. 


Lary. 


130 W. 42d St., N.Y. 
Phone: PE 6-0976 


News, Says “THE SALVADOR 
DAL! OF COMEDIANS” 























| ‘ a 
Club Norman. Toronto 


THanks | Toronto Aug. 8. 


Richard Nelson, Oscar Peterson. 
| Tony Stetson, David Grant, Wally 


Wicken Orch, with Rudy Hanson; $2 
FOR HOLDING US OVER 


cover afier 10 p.m. 
And to You Particularly, Mr. Rappaport, for Crediting 
Us With the Record-Brecking Business Week of July 31, 
and Requesting We hold Over for the Only Five Days We 
Had Open—tThe First Time in the Theatre's Histery to 
Hold Over an Attraction With a Completely New Show. 


OPENING AUGUST 20 
ROXY THEATRE, NEW YORK 


Jerry Murad's 


HARMONICATS 


| ("Peg O' My Heart" Recording Stars) 





war 


With smooth production values, 
Norman Cornell has whipped to- 
gether an all-male package at the 
Club Norman that is packing them 
in despite heat wave. 

Show tees off with the smooth 
shuffling and harmonica playing of 
David Grant, followed by the trou- 
badoring of Tony Stetson, a young 
man whose pop ballads, to his own 
| Suitar accompaniment, sets cus- 
| tomers in a dreamy mood. Richard 
Nelson (New Acts) clicks with im- 
personations of Hollywood stars to 
| the most sustained applause of the 
| evening, although Oscar Peterson, 
in closing spot, is close runnerup 
on the decibels with concert and 
jive planistics. Fine assist is given 
by Wally Wickens and his 7-piece 
band, plus the m.c.ing of Rudy | 
Hanson. McStay. 








Currently 
LAST FRONTIER HOTEL 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
August 15 thru 28 
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EI Rancho Vegas 
(LAS VEGAS) 
Las Vegas, July 31. 
Bob Hall, Anne Triola. Estelle 
| Sloane, Danny Rogers, Paul Gary, | 
Dancing Starlets. (6), Bob Millar's | 
‘Orch, (12): ne corer, no minimum. 
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Bob Hall headlines a fast moving, 
talent packed show. Ad _ libbing 
lyrics about the ringsiders he 

| garners plenty of applause. Returns 





Exclusive Direction: 
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a > s, ‘lick on his first visit here. | § 
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%5-House Wheel Circuit Again 
On Top for Burley; No N. Y. Dates 


Burlesque will tee off new season 
Jatter part of month with about the 
same average as last season, 25 
fouses playing wheel shows on 
week stands and a couple of stock 
houses. Wheel houses are about 
‘equally divided between Hirst and 
mildest circuits, both having 10 
each and the Kane circuit, indie 
chain in which Hirst is also reputed 
to have an interest, having five 
houses in Ohio territory. There’s 
nothing in sight so far tor New 
York, which of course, outlawed 
purley some years ago. 

Hirst circuit houses include Troc- 
adero, Phila.; Howard, Boston; Em- 
pire, Newark, N. J.; Hudson, Union 
City, N. J.; Gayety, Baltimore; Gay- 
ety, Washington; Grand, St. Louis; 
Roxy, Cleveland; National, Detroit; 
Casino, Pittsburgh. 

Midwest houses are Palace, Buf- 
falo; Casino, Teronto; Avenue, De- 
troit; Empress, Milwaukee; Alvin, 
Minneapolis; Folly, Kansas City; 
Fox, Indianapolis; Gayety, Cincinat- 
ti; Gayety, Columbus; Casino, Bos- 
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in dressing rooms. 


A NEW -NAME in Intimate Entertainment 


GEORGE KREIOLER 


Sings His Original “LYRICS SATIRIC” 
LE RUBAN BLEU, 


Management—HERBERT MARKS TALENT AGENCY 





MAXINE 
SULLIVAN 


VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 


NOW (indefinitely) 


RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M.. WNEW 


Direction: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


ton. Stock houses are the Follies 
and Burbank, Los Angeles. 

All but the Hirst houses have 
pacts with Burlesque Artists Assn., 
which run until June, 1948, accord- 
ing to Thomas Phillips, head of the 
BAA, who is now negotiating such 
a deal and hopeful of closing same 
before Aug. 22, when new Taft- 
Hartley bill becomes effective. 


Comic Draws $50 Fine, 
3 Mos. Suspension For 
Playing ‘Unfair’ Spot 


Jack Hirsch, comedian, was fined 
$50 and suspended for three months 
by trial board at American Guild of 
Variety Artists last week for playing 
a date at Goldberg’s Loch Sheldrake, 
N. Y¥., after spot had been declared 
unfair by union. 

According to testimony given at 
hearing, Hirsch refused to walk out 
of,date with other acts after the un- 
fair ban was imposed. 

AGVA cited spot when operator 
refused to live up to room and board 
regulations for performers employed 
there. Spot has since been restored 
to favor by union. 


Barbaro Antes Another 
1G as Payment to Lester 


Despite American Guild of Variety 
Artists having previously collected 
$1,000 for Jerry Lester from Frank 
Barbaro, when latter bowed out of 
operation of Nevada-Biltmore, Las 
Vegas, it now develops that amount 
was not payment in full. 

William Morris agency, which 
made booking, notified union that an 
additional $1,000 was due the come- 
dian. AGVA collected $500 of this 
amount and Barbaro, who operates 
The Bowery, Detroit, has agreed to 
pay off the other $500 this week. 








. 





Probe Canine Performers 
Deaths in L. A. Theatre 


Hollywood, Aug. 12. 

Death of two dogs at Million Dol- 
lar theatre during past week has 
caused some concern to manage- 
ment, though neither owner has yet 
pressed for damages while investi- 
gations are progressing to deter- 
mine story behind poison deaths of 
two animals’ while working in 
shows. 


First to die with symptoms of 
poisoning was dog in act of Ross and 
Pal, which keeled over during show 
on August 6. Dog in the replacement 
act, Hector and His Pals, died with 
convulsions next day. 


Loss of Harry Ross dog was most 
acutely felt since hound was main- 
stay of single dog act, while Hector, 
who has a group of dogs, was able 
to continue with act. Pest control 
men report no rat poison was used 






New. York 





Saranac Lake 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Aug. 12. 
Happy Benway off on i0 day wre 
lough with Helen Grupp pinch- 
hitting on this column. 


Quentin Reynolds, author and 
commentator, planed in to ogle the 
Will Rogers and to visit Margie 
Regan and Robert J. Goldstein. 

John and Patsy McNulty week- 
ending here and handing etty 


Blessing plenty good cheer. 

Victor Gamba, who has licked a 
major operation, joined the pneumo- 
thorax gang and showing nice im- 
provement, Visiting him are Howard 
McDonald from Hoboken, N. J., the 


Heights, L. I, are pleased by 
Lillian (Par) Bergson’s progress. 

Sid Grill and Paul Sorkin, former | 
colonists, motored in for a week’s 
stay. They also received yearly 
check-up, and gifted the needy. 

Bob Cosgrove, of the Columbia 
Pictures N. Y. staff, in for the 
balance of the summer. He’ll get 
annual checkup before resuming 
work. 

Emile Balzer, treasurer of Local 
802 AFM, who is on a vacation on 
Lower Saranac Lake, stopped off 
to mitt the Rogers gang. 

Walter F. Yost, of the Yost Thea- 
tre Circuit, Harrisburg, Pa, ac- 
companied by his wife, 
Charlie Kaufhold. 

Dr. and Mrs. Louis Goldstein from 
N. Y. and Mr. and Mrs, I. Fertig 
from Plainfield, N. J. are visiting 
Bob Goldstein. 

Eddie Slagus elated over good 
clinic report ups him for all meals. 

Walter Hoban, Frank Scheedel, 
Lillian Bergson, Mabel Burns and 
Seni’ Okun upped for suppers. 

Newcomers at the Rogers is 
George Power, forme owner of the 
Power’s Elephants, 


(Write to those who are 


LYRIC, SALT LAKE, 
DROPS VAUDE BILLS 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 12. 
The last vaudeville stand between 


Chicago and the west coast gave up 
last week when the indie Lyric 


dropped acts. House had been play- 
ing five acts with double features. 


Vaude was dropped because of 
sharp drop in attendance blamed on 
Utah Centennial Expo. 


Philly Court Rules 
On AGVA ‘Interference’ 


Philadelphia, Aug. 12. 
A demand that the American 


Guild of Variety Artists be re- 
strained from _ interfering with 
operation of the Philadelphia local 
of union has been dismissed by 
Judge William H. Kirkpatrick in 
federal court. ' 


ill.) 








Brought by Dick Jones, discharged 
by the parent union as secretary of 
the local, the action was dismissed 
on the grounds it originally was in- 
stituted in the city courts. Costs of 
$166 were assessed against Jones. 


Scheduled for hearing later this 
month before Judge Harry S. Mc- 
Devitt of thé common pleas court is 
AGVA’s suit asking for an account- 
ing of funds collected by Jones in 
his official capacity. 

AGVA also asks dissolution of 
Local 6 as an autonomous unit and 
transfer of its books and assets to the 
parent organization. 








Lewis Into Piping Rock, 
Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 17 





1} songstress; 








Joe E. Lewis follows Sophie 
|Tucker as topliner of new Lou 
| Walters revue at Piping Rock Club, 
| Saratoga, N. Y., Sunday (17) night. 
Supporting acts are Kay Vernon, 
Juanita Rios, Latin 
dancer; Stuart Morgan Dancers and 
chorus line. 

Joe Candullo orch and Dancita’s 
combe will alternate for customer 
dansapation. 





AGVA Changes 


Al Wilson has succeeded Eddie 
Russell as exec secretary of Cincin- 
nati branch of American Guild of 
Variety Artists. 

Lucienne La Conte has been ap- 
pointed head of Springfield, Mass. 
branch of union, which covers that 
area and Hartford, Conn. 

AGVA will open branches in Den- 
ver and St Louis next month. 








in to visit |} 


N. Y. Nabe Spots Plan Floor Shows 
On 50c Cover Basis in Bid for Biz 





Riverside, Milwaukee, Sets 
Name Band Policy 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Recently reopened Riverside the- 
atre, Milwaukee, will feature name 
bands, according to Charley Hogan, 


Joseph Lynns and Adam Gamba, booker. 

from N. Y. C. Already set are Freddie Martin, 
John McCusker from N. Y. C.| Sept. 11; Tex Beneke, Oct. 2;) 

visiting Alice Dudley, who is flash- | Tommy Dorsey, Oct. 9, and Frankie 
ing nifty clinic reports, while the | Carle, Oct. 30. 

Dave Goldwyns, from Jamaica 





AGVA To Arbitrate 
Whether Gale or CRA 
Gets Fee On Icer 


Dispute over commissions on 
ice show, 
Plaza hotel, Boston, last May, was 
ordered to arbitration by Dave Fox, 
acting head of American Guild of 


hearing last week. 


hearing, both Moe 
Consolidated Radio 
commissions on date, Latter collect- | 
ed same, and Gale, who claims his 
agency negotiated the booking, 
brought the matter to AGVA for ad- 
justment. 

Controversy hinges on fact 
Edna Van Veen, when employed by 


Artists 








Gale last May, had negotiated book- 
ing of the icer. She subsequently 
shifted to CRA and booked the iee 
show into Hub date. Gale claims 


he’s entitled to the fee. Miss Van 
Veen counters booking was made 
after she had left his employ. 





Ill. Governor Vetoes 


Anti-Camera Gal Bill 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 


bill, passed recently by the legisla- 
ture, that would have outlawed 
camera gals in niteries. In veto mes- 
sage last week the governor said 





that the bill interfered with photogs 
right to earn a living. 

Bill was passed last month after 
claims of racket operations’. in 
niteries. 


Healy Opening Set Back 


Healy’s Cafe, which is being re- 
vived on site of the former Thomas 
Healy’s Golden Glades, N. Y., and 
skedded to preem this week (15), 
has been postponed for two weeks 
due to inability to ready it in time. 
Opening is now tentatively set for 
Aug. 25. 

It_ will 
Healy, 





be operated by Jerry 
son of the late restaurateur, 
and Dan Healy (not related). Latter 
is vaude-nitery comedian, who'll 
head and supervise talent layouts. 


it. 


an 
eight-week date of Johnny Brett's! policy claim that it has upped biz 
which played the Copley | at least sufficiently to pay o 


According to facts brought out at} 
Gale agency and |} 
claim 


that | 


that booking was made by Miss Van | 
Veen while associated with him and | 


“Governor Green of Illinois vetoed | 


+ With nitery biz plenty spotty all 


around,.a number of N. Y. nabe and 
suburban spots are planning to in- 
stall acts or floor shows to hypo 
take in autumn. A few have already 
begun using acts on weekends and 
reportedly paying off the talent tab 
via 50c cover charges on show nights, 

Such a procedure sounds feasible 
since spots are operating on modest 
budgets, with acts channeled in by 
ismall agents and clubdate bookers. 
| Average budget is about $120 for 





ifive acts for a one-nighter and 
double that amount for a double 
header. Acts are installed Fridays 


and Saturdays now but may switch 
to regular weekends in late Septem- 
| ber, when vacationists have returned 
and the mountains and beaches no 
|longer loom as competition. 


Most spots currently toying with 


talent 
bill. Since such cafes came under 
j the 20% tax nick through having 
| dance combos, the added cover 


Variety Artists, after a preliminary | charge is the only additional bite on 


patrons. 

American Guild of Variety Artists 
is amenable to the idea so long as 
spots post bonds covering talent. 
| Amounts now being spent for talent 
jis commensurate with AGVA's scale 


has | for Class C spots. 











COMEDY | 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
SPECIAL SUMMER PRICES! 


FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
At $1.00 Each, or 
Nos. 1 Thru 13 for $10 
Nos. 14 Thru 22 at $1.00 Eae 
or SET OF 22 FILES for $18. 
WOTTA BUY! HURRY! 


“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vols. at $20 per Vol., or 
$50 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
Over 10 Special-Writte 
Sock Parodies ONLY 85, 
“HOW TO MASTER THE 


CEREMONIES" 
(How to Be an Emeee 
$8 per Copy, Incl. 2 Gag Files 








NO C.0.D.'s 
Be Sure to Send Permanent Address 


PAULA SMITH 


New York 19, N. ¥. 


200 W. 54th St. . 











TEBHARD “GREEN AGENCY, inc 
139 E. 57th St., N.Y. C. PL. 9-7470 


“VOICE COACH TO 
THE STARS" 


LEO KAHN 


VOCAL COACH AND ARRANG 
210 West 54th St. Circle 6-3973 





Billy Jackson, vet agent, will book | 


New York City 
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House Reviews 








Paramount, N. Y. | 
Carmen Cavallaro Orch (17) with 
Leslie Long, Bob Allen; Raul & 
Eva Reyes, Nip Nelson, “Welcome 
Stranger,” reviewed in VARIETY, 
April 30, °47, 

Carmen Cavaliaro, around for 
years as a fine pianist, hit a size- 
able slice of the jackpot a couple of 
years ago, with recordings of Cho- 
pin’s “Polonaise” and “Warsaw Con- 
certo.” Now, anyone who manages | 
to get a leg up on a good thing | 
can’t be blamed too much for riding 
it for all it’s worth, but, while the | 
style to which Cavallaro has become | 
accustomed is very pleasant and lis- 
tenable in correct doses, too much of | 
even a good thing can be boring. And | 
here at the Par the mraestro’s ever- | 
active concert fingering gets uncom- 
fortably close to that point. 

As a result of too-frequent courses 
of arpeggios, backgrounded by a 
band apparently designed for the 
latter purpose only, Cavallaro’s por- 
tion of this show is quite a hike from 
what it could be, despite the fact that 
a full-house when caught, seemed to 
enjoy itself immensely. Raul & 
Eva Reyes and mimic Nip Nelson fill 
out the bill. 

Cavallaro hits the concert circle 
from the opening gun, easing his 
aim only when doing “Anitra’s Boo- 
gie” and when vocalists Leslie Long 
and Bob Allcn go to wofk. Miss 
Long’s session is brief—on “Almost 
Like Being in Love” There’s noth- 
ing much in her voice to make one 
sit up and take notice, but there is 
in her dress—a cute one this show. 
Allen, a Hai Kemp alumnus, tees up 
“You’re Driving Me Crazy” and 
“Ivy” and does such a neat job that 
this audience wanted more. In Miss 
Long’s tune and Allen’s two are 
Cavallaro’s only concession to pop 
and standard items and it’s a mis- 
take. He’s ‘also mistaken, too, in 
fluffing off band and believing his 
piano can carry the load. Composed 
of five strings, four sax, three trum- 
pets (no trombones, which provide 
no bottom brass tones), and four 
rhythm (two pianos, with Caval- 
laro’s) the combo is very ordinary 
from all angles—performance, ar- 
rangements, etc. 

The Reyes have little chance to 
prove that their’s is one of the fin- 
est acts of its kind (interpretative 
Latin terps), around. To begin with, 
the restrictions of the Par’s pit 
stage allow little room for movement 
and (2) the band’s rhythms are 
hardly what they require. Never- 
theless, they go over solidly enough. 
Pair are outfitted in unusual, eye- 
catching black and white costumes. 

Nelson opens with takeoffs on 
Tommy Dorsey’s trombone and the 
Ink Spots in manner “that give the 
impression he isn’t strong enough to 
catry such a spot. He quickly up- 
sets that opinion, however, by crack- 
=s the funny-bone of audience with 
subsequent apings—of Spike Jones, 
Jimmy Stewart, Louella Parsons 
(particularly good), Frank Morgan 
and then uses the groaning-door 
format of “Inner Sanctum” to do 
Akim~ Tamirofi. Henry Aldrich, 
Como, Sinatra and Harry James’ 
trumpet follow and get the guy off 
to sock applause. 

Cavallaro finishes with q medley 

f Italian songs he recorded for a 

ca album. Familiar themes are 
noodled in his usual concert style 
and by this time you're ready to go 
looking for a honky-tonk key pounder 
working over “Mairzy Doats” or 
*“Chickery Chick” for relief. Wood. 





State, N. Y. 

George M. Cohan, Jr., Jean Car- 
roll, John & Rene Arnaut, Lathrop & 
Lee, Andre, Andree & Bonnie, Carl- 
ton Emmy’s Mad Wags, Lou Basil’s 
nease Orch; “Dishonored Lady” 

Pe 





George M. Cohan, Jr., making his 
N. Y. debut on _ current bill, 
romps off with stellar honors. Oft- 
spring of the late and fabulous 
George M. is solid on the same 
Broadway where his dad became 
famous. The younger Cohan’s 
click is the more remarkable in that 
he is surr8unded with plenty fast 
company on bill, such as Jean Car- 
roll, slick comedienne; Lathrop & 
Lee, topflight terpers, and John & 
Rene Arnaut, with their fiddling 
funstering. 

Bearing - striking resemblance to 
his father, and having captured some 
of the latter's showmanly charac- 
teristics, the lad walks on to solid 
reception and builds throughout his 
song stanza. Accomped on piano by 
John McLaughlin, who had been the 
elder Cohan’s accompanist for many 
years, he tees off with “Musical 
Comedy Man” for solid response. 
Follows with “It’s a Grand Day” and 
then segues into a medley of hit 
songs from former Cohan musicals, 
comprising “Nellie Kelly,” “Give My 
Regards to Broadway,” “Yankee 


esque manner that are uncannily 
perfect. 

Miss Carroll is runnerup, with 
her diverting monolog, adeptly 
handled for continuous laughs. Gal 
essays dumbdora delineation and gets 
over solidly. Most of her materiai 


is fresh and keeps them in merry | 


mood, especially her takeoff of radio 
broadcast of horse race, which sends 
her off to more applause. 

John & Rene Arnaut also ring the 


| bell with their comedy fiddling and 


really cook when they go into their 
standard bird flirtation sequence, 
which is solid as ever for laughs. 
Lathrop & Lee, mixed team, do nice- 
ly in their classy tapstering, .dis- 
playing plenty originality and show- 
manship to cop good returns. 
Carlton Emmy’s pooches, one of 
the best canine acts around, paces 
show nicely, with Andre, Andree & 


audience in closing slot with their 
dancing mannequin turn, wherein 
male drapes gowns and hats on the 
gal models. 

Lou Basil and house orch_ backs 
show neatly. Edba. 


RKO, Beston 
Boston, Aug. 9. 
Gil Lamb, Bonnie Baker, 3 Blazers, 
Wayne Marlin Trio; “Brute Force” 
(U-]. 


Back into vaudfilm policy after 
nearly two months of straight pics 
due to lack of strong stage bills, the 
RKO has a routine vaude layout of 
no particular marquee value, but the 
show’s sound enough, and biz above 
average. 
Wayne Marlin Trio leads off with 
snappy acrobatic stuff crisply and 
efficiently performed to set a nice 
pace. BoXnie Baker, not heard here 
in some time, and not too familiar 
to the day-time crowds of soxers, 
clickS’ nonetheless with “Oh, 
Johnny,” “Bill,” “I’m a Good Little 
Bad Girl” and other tunes, giving 
them the old piquancy With an added 
modern note that puts them over 
well for sound reception. 

Johnny Moore’s: Three Blazers 
demonstrates a clean, fast and plenty 
musical style. Could have picked a 
better repertoire for this town, but 
does well in any case. Moore is on 
uitar, Charlie Brown on piano and 
ddie Williams on bass. Personable 
guys, and nice vocal styles, foo. _ 
Gil Lamb, in ace spot, doesnt 
change much from year to year, but 
his eccentric dancing, clowning, jit- 
terbugging and singing always seems 
completely improvised for the occa- 
sion and always goes big. Elie. 





Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Aug. 10. 
Carole Landis, Harmonicats (3), 
Sammy Walsh, Allen & Kent with 
Emma Francis, Jo Lombardi House 
Orch (12); “Riff-Raff”’ (RKO). 





Strong stage show is_ helping 
week’s take mightily with Carole 
Landis proving an entertaining in- 
terpolation in addition to her mar- 
quee strength as a film name. Also 
a decided factor in current healthy 
trade is considerable draught of 
The Harmonicats held over after 
smash results last week. Rest of 
layout is well-selected with Allen 
& Kent providing an appealing get- 
away via boy and girl hoofery 
highlighted by intro of Emma 
Francis, white haired dancer of 
another era who can still shake out 
taps along ‘with surprising series 
of cart wheels. 

Following Miss Landis (New Acts) 
in the deuce, Sammy Walsh gives 
out with effective comedy and series 
of smartly written parodies and im- 
pressions totaling a socky sesh. Har- 
monicats change their rep of last 
week ringing in new harmonica 
versions of “Malaguenna” and boogie 
woogie to spot trademarked “Peg O 
My Heart” for sock response. 

Biz fine. Burm. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Aug. 10. 
Pat Henning, Jerry Cooper, Stagg 
McMann Trio, Vanderbilt Boys, 
Ralph & Mary Carnevale, Les Rhode 
House Orch; “Sea of Grass” (MG). 





Layout here this week adds up to 
satisfactory summer fare. 

Pat Henning and Jerry Cooper 
make for a diversified toplining duo. 
Henning’s comedics are familiar to 
the regulars here, and click as usual. 
Leisurely approach to character 
laugh limnings and added broad ma- 
terial combined with perfect timing, 
garner steady laughs. 

Cooper’s vocalistics click. Per- 
|; sonable guy holds them throughout 
well blended stint of ballad and 
torch stylings. Off to solid salvos. 

Supporting acts build well. Stagg 
McMann trio’s tootlings on assorted 
harmonicas earn reception. 

Vanderbilt Boys offer slick sesh of 
gymnastics. Working in tails, to add 





poodle Dandy,” “Harrigan” and 


Grand Old Flag” for more terrif | 


salvos. Encores with duet number he 
#° his dad did years ago in a Friars’ 
rolic to steal the show and then 


class touch, their effortless weavings 
and stunts contain enough gasp-mak- 
; ing to set them solidly. 

| Comedy ballroomology of the Car- 
;nevales score for good measure of 


Bonnie capturing the distaffers of | 


Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, Aug. 7. 
Helene & Howard, Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis, Eddy Manson, Joe, Lou 
& Marilyn Caites; “Romance of 
Rosy Ridge” (M-G). 





Show lacks the oomph and bal- 
ance of the past couple stanzas, but 
nevertheless does nicely. Bill is 
topped by Helene and Howard, one 
of the better ballroom burlesque 
teams, who have dressed up their 
turn with additional furbelows since 
last time around. They start off 
smoothly and then swing into the 
routine with the gal flipping Howard 
over her shoulder for a comic fall. 
Then step up pace, weaving in a 
sort of boxing routine and switching 
to a boogie number in which male 
| member shows up in the _ hottest, 
| most exaggerated zoot suit to garner 
plenty laughs. F 
| Sharing top billing is the comedy 
team of Dean Martin and Jerry Lew- 
| is, new to these parts. Ranging from 
a brief spot of sweet singing to comic 





| imitations of Hollywood stars, an| 
|old “Old Man River” gag number | 


| and much give and take patter, the 
| act seems to be groping for a routine 
to show itself off to best advantage 
—and never quite figuring out what 
it ought to be. However, they go 
over nicely, 

Eddy Manson is one of the top 

mouth organists anywhere and as 
long as he is sawing away at his 
music the act is very fine of its 
type. His standout numbers are Ray- 
mond Scott’s “Powerhouse” and “Be- 
gin the Beguine.” Enesco’s ‘First 
Roumanian Rhapsody,” which Man- 
son offers as his top selection, is 
technically a good job of playing, but 
proved a little too technical for thé 
audience when caught. He is ac- 
companied neatly on piano by his 
wife, Margery Welles. 
Opener is an old-fashioned family 
dance team, Joe, Lou and Marilyn 
Caites. The audience went for this, 
particularly the old heel-and toe 
school of hoofing as presented by 
old timer Joe Caites. He and son 
work well togetew at buck and wing 
and military taps. Lowe. 


Casino, Lendon 

London, Aug. 5. 
Nicholas Bros., Jimmy Jewell & 
Ben Warriss, Jack Durant, Harry 
Parry & Sextet, Phyllis Robins, 
Swiss Stars, Bel-Air Bros. Jose 
Moreno, Dorothy Gray & Brother, 
Freddie Carpenter’s Casino Girls, 
Harold Collins Orch. 





best to date. 

Reduction of admission prices, 
plus addition of good looking bunch 
of gals, trained by Freddie Car- 
penter, should help to entice eus- 
tomers. 

Carpenter’s line opens with good 
precision work, and is followed 
by Jose Moreno, juggler on loose 
wire, for fegulation juggling, in- 

(Continued on page 53) 


| New Acts 


JUDY LYNN 

Songs 

12 Mins 

Blackamoor Room, Miami Beach 

Judy Lynn, nifty looking ex-Louis 
Prima vocalist, can be added to the 
list of youngsters who are ready for 
the better cafes. 

Working with assurance, the 
smartly gowned lass clicks solidly 
with an assortment of specially ar- 
rangéd pops and oldies blended 
smartly to showcase a full, throaty 
style that handles rhythm and tor- 
chants in equally sock manner, 

Ease in delivery and graceful use 
of hands add to overall effect. 

Lary. 

















RICHARD NELSON 
Impersonator 
18 Mins 
Club Norman, Toronte 

Dick Nelson is an impersonator 
who did radio work, and off-screen 
imitations in films before going in- 
to Army. Nelson socks over impresh 
of Charles  Laughton’s mutiny 
speech and segues into the chortling 
delivery of Frank Morgan, the 
snarling of Edward G. Robinson, the 
bluster of Wallace Beery, the sin- 
ister whéedling of Peter Lorre, the 
Suavity of Ronald Colman, and the 
forthrightness of Cary Grant. He 
finishes with Maurice Chevalier in 
a musicomedy version of “Mutiny 
on the Bounty.” For encore he does 
a Jimmy Stewart scene from “Phil- 
adelphia Story” for top results. Lad 
has plenty good technique and 
| Showmanship that should set him 
for vauders and niteries. McStay. 








CAROLE LANDIS 

Songs 

| 11 Mins. 

Hippedrome, Baltimore 

, Carole Landis, from films, has 
| plenty on the ball besides looks and 
| marquee value, Possessed of a well 
, modulated voice fn the lower regis- 
ter she can handle a song capably 
and sells for maximum returns. 
| On current stint she has a good 
collection of arrangements of “Chi- 
Baba,” “Old Devil Moon” and “I 


| 


reprises the traditional Cohan thank | giggles and applause. Top with neat- | Wonder,” all nicely handled and 


you speech for bowoff. Through- 
out the numbers he 
snatches of dancing in the Cohan- 


m SE Acct ee ERE Rees tessa a abt re 


incorporates | 


| ly contrived jitterbug routine. 
Les Rhode’s house orch backs show 
neatly. Lary. 


| built to a cute musical begoff. Can 
| easily hold her own in any company. 
Burm. 


Well balanced program, one of the 








Variety Bills. 


WEEK OF AUGUST 13 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (I) Inde 
; (P) Paramount; (RB) REO; (W) 


pendent; (1) Loew; 
Warner 





NEW YORE CIty 
Capitol (L) 4 
Ted Straeter Ore 
The DeMarcos 
Charles Trenet 
Paul Winchell 
JI & M Mulcay 
Music Hall (1) 14 


Paul Haakon 


Joseph Levinoft 
Stephanie Antle 
Olia Serova 
Karl Covert 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 


Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 13 
M Williamson 
( Cavallaro Ore 
B Allen & L Long 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Nip Nelson 
Roxy (1) 13 
Smith & Dale 
Joe Howard 
H Williams 3 
Audrey Young 
Maurice Rocco 
State (1) 14 
Allen & Kent 
Neal Stanley 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Eugenie Baird 
Henny Youngman 
Henry “Red” Allen 
Higginbotham Bd 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 13-16 
The Day Dreamers 
Larry Daniels 
The Olympics 
Son & Sonny 
(one to fill) 
18-14 
Malo 3 
Alma Kaye 
Stan Irwin 
Betty Sawyer 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (1) If 
Olsen & Johnson 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (I) 14 
Desi Arnaz Ore 
The Nonchalants 
Rudy Cardenas 
Dulcina 
State (I) 14-16 
Wallace Puppets 
Vivian Nickolson 
Vanessi & M Woilf 


Andantes 
17-20 
Felicia Shere 


Delage & Shirley 
Pat Rooney Jr 
Ballard & Rae 
BOSTON 
Boston (R) 14 
Carole Landis 
Witre Bros 
Johnny Morgan 
Gloria Gilbert 
Chester Dolphin 
CAMDEN 


Al Schenk 
Pegey Taylor 3 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 15 
Perry Como 
Marion Hutton 
Eddie Bartell 
Evans Family 
Lloyd Shaffer 
Oriental (I) 14 
Marie McDonald 
Glark Dennis 
Carl Sands Orc 
Regal (P) 15 
Andy Kirk Bad 
Miss Cornshucks 
Butterbeans & Susie 
Jack Parker 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (BR) 14 
Nelson Sis 
Hal Leroy 
Joe Besser 
The Chadwicks 
Bonnie Baker 


Wally Brown 
Milt Herth 3 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 18 
Winton & Diane 
Duke Art Jr 
3 Gobs 
Connie Haines 
Coley Worth 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (P) 15 
Mills Bros 


Randy Brooks Bd 
Ben Beri 
Pann Merryman 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (I) 14 
George Freems 
Tyler Thorn & Rbts 
The Pitchons 
Dolly Reckless 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) 15 
Tee Follies 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 13 
Joey Adams 
Ladd Lyon 
Buster Shaver 
Paramount (P) 15 
Billy DeWolfe 
Olga San Juan 
Joaquin Garay 
Al Lyons Bd 
P & L Howard 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (I) 14-17 
Melody Masters 
Hank Ladd 
Pansy the Horse 
Johnny Barnes 
Morris & Morris 
Ann Russell 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 14 
Emerald Sis 
Lathrop & Lee 
Luba Malina 
Jack E. Leonard 
Howard (I) 15 





Towers (1) 15-17 | Eddie Heywood Or 
Palermo's Dogs Sy Oliver Ore 
Haller & Hayden Mitchell & Gibson 
A & C Noel Carlton & Del 
ENGLAND 

BRISTOL Eddy Bayes 
Hippodrome (1) 11 #Doyle Twins 
Billy Cotton Bd Deh! 3 


Douglas Byng ° 
Tavior & Brooks 
Bobbie Kimber 
Sam Linfield Co 
Foster & Clarke 
10 Starlets 
CARDIFF 
New Theatre (1) 11 
Naughty Girls '47 
Ben Wrigley 
Desiree 
Joy Dexter 
Moray Bros & Dave 
4 Pagolas 
Dick Thorpe 
Bebe Norma 
Joan Dainty 
Ford & Hardwick 
CHISWICK 
Empire (1) tt 
F Mendelssohn 
Hawaiian Ser'ders 
Jack Daly 
Woods & Jarrett 
Winters & Fielding 
Jack Haig 
3 Atlantas 
DERBY 
Grand (1) 11 
Macri & Dutch 
Serenaders 
Len Young 
Dudley's Midgets 
David Poole 
Zelda Day 
Dorchesters Lovl's 
HACKNEY 
Empire (1) 11 
Ted Heath Bd 
Dick Henderson 
Les Silvas 
Mayer & Kitson 


LEICESTER 
Palace (I) 11 
Syd Seymour 
Madhatters Ba 
Constance Evans 
Pat O’Brien 
Sereno & Joy 
Alf Kay 
Earle Oscar 
J Mac & Frank 
Seymore Lovlies 
Henry D Adams 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (I) 11 
Derek Roy 
Arniey & Day 
Agnette & Silvio 
i. Ben 3 
5 Rapids 
Charles Stephen 
Rona Ricardo 
12 Gordon R Gis 
Les 8 Parisiennes 


SHEPHERDS B’SH 
Empire il 

Htuch 

Tommy ‘Jover 

Raf & Fe 


Connor & Brown 

4 Morrellys 

Jill Summers 

Adele 

Eleanor Beams 3 
woopbD GREEN 
Empire (1) 11 

Troise & Mandoliers 

Billy Russell 

Sirdani 

Godfrey & Kerby 

Lupe & Velez 





Jack Stocks 
Barilett & Massey 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Cafe Soctety 
(Downtown) 
Stanley Prager 
Mary Lou Williams 
Annabelle Hill 
Dave Martin Ore 
Carnival 
Bert Wheeler 
Lou Holtz 
Diosa Costello 
Wood & Kelly 
C & T Vaidez 
Yvonne Adair 
Jimmy Ellison 
Paul Gavotte 
Reid Ore 
China Dol 
John Tio 
Moo Song 
Fran Yang 
Jadine Li Sun 
Tai Sings 
Copacabana 
Lena Horne 
Copsey & Ayres 
Nancy Doran 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Ross & La Pierre 
Siri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 





Jack Mathers 


Noble Sissle Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 

Posita Rios 
Caball¢ ros 
Havanu-Madrid 
Frakson 
Pancho & Diane 
Lecuona Boys 
Chino Ore 
leeland 
Leary & Flagg 
Leary Bros 
Florence Budny 
Fo Anne Axtell 
Frankie Frissaura 
Blimpy Blank Ore 
Latin Quarte: 
Willie Howard 
Al Kelly 
Mazzone-Abbott D's 
Gloria Le Roy 
Emile Boreo 
Piroska 
Miriam Gwynne 
Bon Vivants 
Vincent Travers O 
Hotel Taft 
7incent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaiians 
Hotel Pennsytvant: 
Skitch Henderson 
Ore 





Hotel Biltmore 
Ray Heatherton 


Arthur Ravel Ore 
Rosario & Antonio 
Village Vanguare 
Maxine Sullivan 
Three Flames 
Don Frye 
Hotel Pierre 
Roberto & Alicia 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
Milt Shaw 
Laszla & Pepito 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Ne. 1 Fifth Ave 
Pat Bright 
Jack Kerr 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
lfichlights 
Riviera 
Andrews Sis 
Lenny Kent 
Tony Bavaar 
Joel Herron Ore 
Curbello Ore 
Sensationalists 
Chandra-Kaly Decrs 
Little Club 
Walter Gross 
Leon & Tadle’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Patsy Howard 
Sy¥ivia De Salvo 
Lee Kerry 
Catron Bros 
Mara & Maurice 
Shepard Line 
Zimmerman’s 
Paul Smith 
Janczi Makula 
Zsiga Bela 
Paulens 
Doris Haywood 


Ray Pearl 
Sherman Bros (3) 
Dorothy Biegan 


Chez Paree 
Danny Thomas 
Miriam Lavaile 
Marty Gould Ore 
Barry Sherwood 
Rodriquez & Phyllis 
Chez Adorables (10) 
Vickee Richards 


Hotel Bismarck 
Don Julian & Mar 
Lorita Malliney 
Eddie Fens Ore 
Benno Delson Ore 
Gil Robinson 


Helsings « 
Sid Fisher Oro 
Al Morgan 

Mel Cardo 
Donald Lane 
Adrian Lorraine 
H Edgewater Beach 
Del Courtney Orc 
Harold & Lola 
Orantos (3) 

Royal Rockets (3) 
Song Stylists (4) 
Marianne Fedele 





Mowe Car 
Joel Shaw ieee 
Rhumba Ore 
ae 
otel New Yar 
Jerry Wald Ore el 
Marion Spelman 


Arnold Shoda 
Narena & Norris 
Connie Conn 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Ginny Simms 


Jack Fina Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Belmont- Plaza 
Blair & Dean 
Martha King 
Roy Douglas 
Payson Re Ore 
Nino Ore 
Ruban Bleu 
George Kreisler 
Muriel! Gaines 
Neil Stanley 
Judy McGee 
Cedric Waliace 8 
Waily Blacker 
Versnities 
Bob Grant Ore 
Carl Ravazza 
Panchito Ore 
Village Bara 
Ant Dennis 
Stubby Ore 
Lou Cecil 
Corday & Triano 
Pappv Below 
Hotel Edison 


Geo Towne Ore 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 


Kay Carole 
Stuart Langley 








I Peggy Palme 
Gene Kardos O D’Quincey "e ‘Giv'ns 
Blackhawk Hotel Shcrman 


Carl Marx 
Jackie Cain 
Charlie Ventura Ore 
Clark Dennis 
Jose Melis 
Dick Farney 
Hotel Stevens 
Benny Strong Ore 
Bob Hopkins 
Acromaniacs 
Fay & Gordon 
Boulevar-Dears 
Latin Quarter 
Ben Blue 
Connie Russell 
Diane & Edwards 
Latin Lovelies 
Buddy Shaw Ore 
The Jansleys (4) 
Palmer House 
Liberace 
Freddie Narel Cre 
Michael Douglas 
Abbott D’ncers (12) 
Gower & Beil 
Vine Gardens 
Dick Gale 
J & Joan Walton 
Terese Rudolph 
Jackie Soo 
Joe Kish Ore 











Pix ‘Reds’ 


Continued from page 1 





Question No. 6 was: “Do you believe 
movies should be pure entertain- 
ment without ‘messages’ of any 
type?” 

The answers, according to Sulds, 
totalled up as follows: 

Yes—23 (15 Republicans, 8 Demo- 
crats). 


No—35 (18 Republicans, 17 Demo- 
crats). 


Undecided —6 (4 Republicans, 2 
Democrats). 

No Comment—15 (8 Republicans, 
7 Democrats). 

Sulds said the “great majority” of 
the Senators felt that to attempt to 
dictate the content of motion pic- 
tures would be a move in the direc- 
tion of limiting freedom of expres- 
sion, as in the press, radio, etc. 
Those who answered “yes,” Sulds 
said, expressed “fears of the Com- 
munist menace,” but did not indi- 
cate how they believed the content 
of films could or should be governed. 
Although the number of senators 
opposed to dictating film content 
considerably.outweighed the number 
favoring it, implication of potential 
weighting of the scales in the other 
direction could be found in two fac- 
tors: 1. Republicans, who rule the 
upper house, were almost evenly 
divided on the question; 2. the num- 
ber who were “undecided” or of- 
fered “no comment,” added to the 23 
no-‘message’ films group, would out- 
number the freedom-for-films seg- 
ment. 

It must be noted, also, that the 
question was so worded as not to put 
the senators on record for or against 
actual governmental censorship, but 
rather merely to draw out their 
general attitude toward the matter 
of ‘‘messages” in motion pictures. 

Sulds’ Question No. 9 .was, “Do 
you think the broadcasting industry 
should be regulated as far as pro- 
gram content is Concerned?”, a query 
with important bearings on implica- 
tions of the FCC’s Blue Book, but 
the pollster declined to divulge the 
tally of answers to this one at the 





present time. 
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Wednesday, August 13, 1947 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 49 








Increased Production Costs Held 
_ Factor Vs. New Try to Cut B.O. Prices 





Last season there was considerable 


discussion, pro and con (mostly the 
former) to reduce legit ticket scales, 
especially for straight plays, many 
of which were one-setters. Such de- 
velopment during 1947-48 appears 
doubtful, mostly because of the in- 
crease in cost of production. Esti- 
mated that the nut is 15% higher 
than last season, when it was fig- 
ured that double the amount was 
required to produce than before the 
war. 

Showmen state that if the ticket 
top is lowered the cost of production 
cannot be earned back except for 
prolonged engagements because of 
inflated amounts set by scene paint- 
ers, scene builders and for numerous 
accessory items. There is no doubt 
that many of last season’s flops were 
doomed before their premiere be- 
cause of the $4.80 scale exacted for 
one-set, shortcast plays, plus an ex- 
cessive first-night rate. Legit patrons 
have resented being so nicked, while 
audiences “forced” to buy tickets 
for benefit organizations at ballooned 
prices were also annoyed to a great 
extent. It’s possible that managers 
will limit the number of such benefit 
deals, or “theatre parties” as they 
are called. 

Last week, the scenic union asked 
the managers for $1,000 minimum for 
a one-set show, instead of $500 as 
previously, and for a’ unit design 
they seek at least $2,000, which 
would mean a boost of 400%. Rep- 
resentative designers present at the 
huddle with the managers conceded 
that they get considerable more than 
the minimum, but aim to see that 
lesser-knowns get higher compen- 
sation. 

Designers of costurffes also want 
more money. Minimum for chorus 
costumes is $10, whereas $25 is 
sought. Creations of individual and 
special costumes call for higher rates, 
there being no set minimum, but so 
far there are so few new musicals in 
sight that indications are for limited 
costume-designing activity. 


Henry Duffy Musical 
Due for Rehearsals; 
Settle Slavin Coin Snarl 


“Music in My Heart,” slated for 
Broadway this summer but set back 
because of unforeseen difficulties, is 
now dated to start rehearsals next 
week. Musical is to be presented by 
Henry Duffy, who posted salary- 
guarantee money with Equity after 
signing a stipulation whereby he is 
to reimburse Israel Slavin, his 
former backer, over a financial jam 
in 1943 in Detroit. 

Duffy, who formery presented re- 
vivals on the Coast, moved his activ- 
ities to Detroit because of blackouts 
early in the war. Slavin whose 
motorcar transportation business 
virually ceased, took a flier in show 
business and financed some of 
Duffy’s shows, posting securities 
with Equity to guarantee actors 
Salaries. There was $1,000 due casts 
of “The Bat” and “There’s Always 
Juliet’ when the shows folded. 
Slavin provided the payoff cash and, 
in return, Equity agreed that Duffy 
would not be permitted to make 
further presentations unless’ the 
backer was reimbursed. Duffy last 
week assented to an arrangerrent to 
pay back the backer. Slavin bought 
and operated the Blackstone, Chi- 
cago, during the war but sold it and 
is now out of show business. 

“Music” was originally done on 
the Coast summer before last, it 
then being called “Song Without 
Words”. It’s an operetta with the 
book based on the life of Tschai- 
kowsky, whose compositions’ are the 
basis of the score. Players standing 
by waiting for rehearsals are 
Florence George, Della Lind, Robert 
Carroll, Jan Murray, Jean Hanzlick 
and Robert Hoffman. Hassard Short 
has been engaged to stage “Music,” 
which may have Vivienne Segal as 
the comedienne. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


“I Gotta Get Out”—Herbert Har- 
Tis and Lester Meyer. 

“The Benchwarmer”’—Alex Yokel 
and Joel W. Schenker. 

“High Button Shoes’—Monte 
Proser and Joseph Kipness. 

“We Love a Lassie”’—Shuberts. 
P — Stars Weep”—Louis Schon- 
eit. 


*“Allegro”—Theatre Guild. 


ee 


*Musicals. 


Spruce Up American, St. L. 


. St. Louis, Aug. 12. 

Anticipating another banner sea- 
son for legit in this burg, Manager 
Paul Beisman of the American the- 
atre, sole legiter here, is spending 
$25,000 rejuvenating the house. 

Beisman now is in New York lin- 
ing up sked of shows. 


Chorus Equity 
In Solo Try - 


For Raises 


~ 

Equity will not seek an increase 
in minimum pay, it being felt that 
such an objective would be inop- 
portune because of the high level 
of operating costs. That leaves 
Chorus Equity on its own in asking 
for more money for the first time 
since the two interlocking unions 
were formed. Chorus supposedly 
doesn’t expect to tilt its scales for 
Broadway and the road as high as 
those presented to the managers but 
is hopeful of a fair proportion of 
increases because most ensemble 
people are now being paid more 
than the present minimums. 

If increases are granted, as ex- 
pected it is probable that the least 
pay to the chorus will equal if not 
exceed that for regular actors, 
which is $60 weekly. Equity con- 
cedes that chorus people are en- 
titled to higher compensation be- 
cause of the training they have had 
before entering shows. Barring the 
percentage of ensemblites who 
emerge from the line and become 
principals, records show that the 
average chorister remains on the 
stage five years. Tyro actors are 
principally engaged as types, re- 
maining in show business for an 
indefinite period, withdrawing oc- 
casionally for outside jobs, then re- 
turning to the stage sporadically or 
permanently. 


2 BRANDT THEATRES DO 
TOP BIZ WITH LEGITS 


The Windsor, Bronx, and Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn, two of the Brandt 
theatre chain that presents legit 
during the summer, are having the 
best season since that policy started. 
Selection of attractions presented 
under the management of J. J. 
Leventhal is a factor but popular 
ticket prices appear to be the mag- 
net in the respective neighborhoods, 
evening prices ranging from 50c. 
to $1.50, matinees from 50c. to 85c. 
tax included. Saturday prices are 
from 60c. to $1.80. Instead of wind- 
ing up around Labor Day Leven- 
thal intends continuing in both 
spots into October. 

“Anna Lucasta’, which played 
each house ‘three times, drew the 
summer’s top gross on its first book- 
ing, takings bettering $13,000. At- 
tendance was capacity at night on 
subsequent showings, but there was 
a variance in matinee attendance. 

The neighborhood houses are on 
a stock basis of 10 performances 
weekly, including four matinees. 
“Joan of Lorratne” gave one less 
show at the Flatbush but the gross 
was close to that drawn by “Anna”. 
Windsor is a 1,500-seater, Flatbush 
capacity being about 1,000 more. 











Schwartz Adds Players 


Dina Halpern, character actress, 
added to cast of “Shylock’s Daugh- 
ter,’ new play, which Maurice 
Schwartz presents at the Yiddish 
Art theatre, N. Y., Sept. 29. She'll be 
the portia. 

Muni Serebrov 
Berger also added. 


and Gustave 





Caesar Dunn, brother of Philip 
Dunning, is adapting a play in 
which Joseph Buloff appeared 
abroad, the tentative title being 
“The Man Who Sparkles”. Author 
is also converting his “The Four 
Flusher” for musical comedy useage. 





Howard Newman legit press 
agent, has acquired rights to “bhe 
Man From The Ministry”, London 


comedy, for Broadway, to be done 





in association with Moe Hack. 





‘ANNIE’ OFF $7,000 
~ AS MERMAN VACASHES 


What’s-in-a-name is currently be- 
ing exemplified so far as boxoffice 
strength is concerned by the reac- 
tion to “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
Broadway’s musical leader sime 
opening in May last year. 

Ethel Merman is now on a two- 
week vacation, Mary Jane Walsh 
taking over as Annie Oakley. 
While Miss Walsh is credited with a 
crack performance, show’s gross has 
taken a sharp drop. “Annie” had 
not gotten under $44,000 since open- 
ing at the Imperial but approxi- 
mated $37,000 last week. 


Show, presented by Rodgers and | 


Hammerstein, was careful in ac- 
quainting those who bought tickets 
in advance that the star would be 
out of “Annie” for the weeks of 
Aug. 4 and If, there being signs in 
the lobby weeks in advance of 
those dates. Ticket agencies were 
also requested to make it clear that 
Miss Merman would not appear, and 
responses to mail orders were 
equally explicit. 


See 1006 For 
Colo. Harvey 


With the advance sale of $74,000 
for 33 scheduled performances of 
“Harvey” when the comedy opened 
at Centra! City, Col., last week, it is 
now estimated that the engagement 
will approximate $100,000. Theatre 
is of limited capacity, with around 
700 regular seats, but chairs have 
been added. Draw is not alone from 
Denver, which is 40 miles away and 
the home of Mary Chase, who wrote 
“Harvey.” Annual theatre activities 
at Central City are widely adver- 
tised, tourists arriving at the former 
mining town from at least five far 
western states. Gross for the first 
week was around $25,000. Nine per- 
formances are played weekly, three 
being matinees including Sundays, 
but not nights on that day. 

Ticket top for “Harvey” at Central 
City is $5.50, the cheapest price 
being $3.80; it’s the same scale used 
for grand opera, another feature of 
the annual ghost town festivities. 

Frank Fay, who stars in the orvig- 
inal “Harvey” on Broadway, and 
who is taking a busman’s holiday, 
tops the cast there, ee cast 
being the same as with Joe E. Brown 
last season on the road With Brown 
back, “Harvey” opens in Detroit next 
month, while Fay returns to Broad- 
way where Jimmy Stewart is sub- 
bing for him and, incidentally, draw- 
ing capacity. 


See Shubert Tryout 
In A.€. as Possibility 
For Year-Round Deal 


Atlantic City, Aug. 12. 


A hope that the Shuberts might 
bring legit here all year round 
comes with the announcemcnt that 
they have picked the city for the 
first showing of “We Love a Lassie,” 
new comedy by Marcel Wallenstein 
and Kathleen Kennedy. The play 
will have its first showing in the 
Auditorium theatre, where David 
Lowe has been bringing Broadway 
shows this season. It is slated for 
the week of Aug. 25. 








Equity, Managers In Closed Meet 
On Negotiations; League ‘Revolution 


,% 





London Gets ‘Lil 


London, Aug. 8. 
Mae West is expected here in 
September, to rehearse and line up 
some of the cast for “Diamond Lil’,” 
which is due to open for Moss Em- 
pires, Oct. 14, for three weeks, with 
other provincial dates to follow. 
Show is skedded to open in Lon- 





middle of January. 


John W. Davis 
Advises Equity 
On Labor Law 


Though the managers want a basic 
agreement with the actors principal- 


ly because of the stabilizing influ- 
ence in the legit field, which Equity 
concedes, the latter is more anxious 
to see the contract negotiated 
promptly because of the Taft-Hart- 
ley law. Many provisions of the 
legislation become operative by the 
end of next week. Agreements be- 
tween employers and employees en- 
tered into after that time would 
only be legal until after a series of 





with by Equity. 

Apparently Equity could not get 
a clear picture of its status under the 
new law from its attorneys and it’s 
understood that the opinion of out- 
side counsel was sought. Reported 
that John W. Davis, former presi- 
dential candidate and onetime am- 
bassador to England, was retained 
for that purpose. 

After the deadline date unions 
must be certified by a new media- 
tion board in Washington, which 
could take an indefiite period. 

There is some _ doubt 
Equity could discipline its members 
if there be no basic agreement. 
Under the law actors would have to 
work with non-Equityites for at least 
30 days, after which the latter could 
be required to join, but not a few 
new plays close in less than a month. 
Indications are that members could 
not be suspended so long as they 
paid dues, according to the provis- 
ions of the Taft-Hartley measure. 
That any attorney can state the posi- 
tive applications of the new labor 
law appears doubtful, and lawyers 
are expected to have a field day for 
years in the courts threshing out dif- 
ferences between employers and 
unions. 

To be determined is how the act 
applies to shows in voting as to 
which shall be the _ bargaining 
agency. If each play and musical 
would be regarded as a separate 
unit in that respect, easts and 
choruses would be required to vote 
on the question. Assumed that all 
would designate Equity but there 
could be defections, especially if 
newcomer non-members were en- 
gaged. However Equity anticipates 





that an overall course of procedure 


The British picture star, Barbara |would be. agreed upon with the 


Everest, is the lead in “Lassie.” 


managers. 





Producers Slow on Contracting For 
Tours Because of High UBO Terms 


Contracts for legit road shows 
next season are slow in being sig- 
natured, principally because produ- 
cers are dissatisfied with the sharing 


terms offered by the United Book- 
ing Offices. Not involved are out- 
of-town theatres controlled or op- 
erated by Marcus Heiman, who 
controls UBO with the Shuberts. It 
is the latter who have demanded 
higher terms for the theatres they 
book, or the inclusion of such ex- 
pense items that make it tanta- 
mount to the same thing. Heiman is 
credited with giving terms more 
liberal than most producers expect. 

Sharing contracts for musicals on 
tour call for as much as 75% of 
the gross but, it’s claimed, because 
the attraction is called upon to 
share in the house orchestra’s pay, 
among other items, the show’s 
share may be as low as 65%, though 





gerated. UBO explains that the 
changed terms are the result of 
protests by out-of-town theatremen 
who say they cannot operate prof- 
itably otherwise. Tours of shows 
mentioned as being doubtful be- 
cause of the new percentages in- 
clude “Show Boat,” “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” “Another Part of the Forest,” 
“State of the Union” and “Alice in 
Wonderland.” 

Matter was an issue at a managers 
meeting last week, when Lee Shub- 
ert was present and willingly dis- 
cussed the reason. He stated that be- 
cause operating expenses out-of- 
town had 
$1,000 weekly, out-of-town showmen 
demanded a better sharing arrange- 
ment. Condition apparently is not 
acute in one nighters and, it’s 
claimed, although terms are high in 
Chicago than in full-week stands, 
an adjustment is made when busi- 


that claim is believed to be exag-|ness tapers. 


don, at the Prince of Wales, in the! 


onerous requirements were complied | 


whethe™ 


increased from $700 to} 


¢ That Equity and the managerial 
League of New York Theatres are 
on an emergency schedule of negotia- 
, tion huddles, with the idea of agree- 
ing to revisions of their basic agree- 
|.nent, is clearly indicated. Commit- 
}tees of the factions conferred to- 
|gether Monday (11), and will again 
discuss the issues on Friday (15). In 
the interval there will be other ses- 





sions of both sides and related 
groups. 
So far negotiating committees only 


have participated, and, before signa- 
turing, Equity’s council and _ the 
League’s board must agree to any 
proposed changes. Monday’s meet- 
ing was “sealed,” with no comment 
from the deliberators. 





Sherwood Calls Meet 

The “revolution” within the 
League of New York Theatres sud- 
denly cropped up last week when a 
session of show people “selected” for 
their known sympathies against 
| Negro segregation at the National 
| was called by Robert E. Sherwood, 
| Latter, an author-manager of the 
Playwrights Co., started agitation 
along with others in his producing 
group last winter when “Joan of 
Lorraine” played the Lissner audi- 
torium, which excluded Negroes 
from the performance. Result was 
that some 33 dramatists vowed that 
their plays would not be permitted 
in the capital unless the situation 
was eliminated. Equity then en- 
tered into the segregation issue. 

A request was sent to the League 
by the Playwrights group for a 
vote among the League’s manager- 
members, there being some ques- 
tion that a majority of the latter op- 
posed Equity’s demand for an anti- 
segregation clause in the basic con- 
tract now being negotiated. League 
thereupon called a membership 
meeting to be held at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y., tomorrow (14) for a 
vote on the issue. A simple major- 
| ity one way or the other would be a 
mandate to the League. 

It’s reported that 31 out of the 37 
producers who were present at the 
Sherwood session were League mem- 
bers and signed the statement sup- 
porting Equity’s stand. Some show 
people mentioned were absent, but 

(Continued on page 52) 


BELASCO, WASH., FOR 
LEGIT UP AGAIN 


Rehabilitation of the Belasco, 
former Washington legiter, men- 
tioned to revert to road shows sev- 
eral times in recent seasons, may 
eventuate during the coming sea- 
son. Two known bids have been 
made for the theatre, which is gov- 
ernment-owned and which was used 
for the Stage Door Canteen during 
the war. The Shuberts are in the 
market for the house, also a D. C. 
group known as the Washington 
Arts Center Assn. 

Latter outfit is described as a 
combination of 35 “cultural organi- 
zations,” general plan being to 
present professional and amateur or 
semi-pro attractions, in which the 
American National Theatre and Ac- 
ademy is expected to participate. 
An application to President Truman 
has been made, in which he was re- 
quested to aid WACA in obtaining 
possession of the property. Belasco 
is now being used as a warehouse 
by the Treasury Department. 

Cost of renovating the house is 
estimated at around $50,000, much 
under what the actual cost would 
be for a N. Y. house. Similar im- 
provement of a Broadway theatre 
last year, including a modern air 
“cooling plant, cost $200,000. Wash- 
ington became an all-year around 
| theatre stand during the war but 
| plans for another legiter were 
| stymied because of building prior- 
ities, in addition to excessive build- 
ing costs. 

















‘Pfeiffer Reviving 
é S hed ? 
Swing Mikado 
Chicago, Aug. 12 
Jules Pfeiffer will revive “Swing 
Mikado”, one of the most successful 
| WPA theatre ventures, and is bring- 
ing it into the Chicago Civic Opera 
House starting Sept. 2. After a 
month run show will tour east, 
planning a Broadway stay after Jan. 
1. Show breaks in at Toledo next 
week, 
Play will have have a Negro cast, 
as when WPA presented its version 
of the Gilbert & Sullivan favorite. 
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a aia JARIETY Wednesday, August 13, 1947 
EGI the “wench” getting into situations | and engaging after its 15- 
. usually pene em in an apartment | with cast. spirit high eggs Hae 
trawhat Neviews whichis paid for bY a playboy. | unflagging: "Show ‘rung’“atths 
Lark, laughs come spontaneously, an 
; music remains one of the best scores 
i eee The ay Maria on the Stem. Bron. 


Ogunquit, Me., Aug. 9. 


Maude Hartwig presents Michael Myer- 


berg production of play with music and 
dancing {one scene), from the poem bj 
Robinson Jeffers, adapted and staged by 
Myerberg; music selected and arranged by 


Lehman Engel; choreography, Esther Jun- 
ger; costumes and masks, Mary P. Schenck; 





scenery and lighting, Albert Johnson. At 
Ogunquit Playhouse, week, Aug. 4. ‘47. 
The Carpenter...........- .Ferdi Hoffman 
TA IOT. s acoehestenevis KE. G. Marshall 
pe Pr erie res Margaret Wycherly 
EEO. in ceeGatebansiensessscg ary vine 
The Mutes: 
POTOE i vec veccevece ...Tony Charmoli | 
BMC -ccvccscovcecves ‘ ..Ed Pfeiffer | 
JOMN cececcscccscsess-NOrine McLaughlin | 
BPORCOED 5 00 Honea sec ins ss Natanya Neumann | 
Anne Widman 
Doris -Goodwin | 
Anne Feris 
Emy Sst. Just | 
Clara Cordery 
PREG ic cice cecisincss ..Philip Snyder j 
Edward Kulakowski 
Torchbearers.....++..- ..James E. Kelley 
Hope Jane Zee 


George Gordon 
Remam Guards. ss os escsiees Leonard Marks | 
Norman Andersen 


Bingers—William Daird, Morris Gedzel, John 
Leslie, Janice Baumgartner, Jane Davis, 
Helen Stanton, Lucia Collier, Arlene 
Hershey, Dorothy Johnson, Angela Lap- 


part, Frances Mohan, Helen Rice, Vicky | 
Starr, Arthur Lincoln, Peter Sozio, Earl 
Styres. | 





Michael Myerberg’s adaptation of | 
Robinson Jeffers’ lengthy poetic | 
treatment of Christ’s Agony in the) 
Garden is an agonizing ordeal for an | 
audience. “Dramatization” consists | 
almost entirely of static assignment 
of huge chunks of original’s flossy | 
blank verse to actors. standing | 
around representing the poet’s re-| 
write of the Biblical figures. Poetry | 
reading is broken up occasionally | 
by chorale work of Lehman Engel’s | 
singers, who d9 superb job with J. S. 
Bach’s sacred music, and by- mean- 
ingless ballet posturing choreog- | 
raphed by Esther Junger. 

It adds up to a secular Passion 
Play written and played on a free- | 
hand basis which will infuriate fun- | 
damentalists, disturb Catholics, while 
failing in content either to move or | 
entertain agnostical segment that) 
might be attracted by novelty ele-| 
ments. Announcement of tryout! 
brought condemnation of whole idea | 
by legal representative of Catholic | 
diocese of Portland a few weeks be- 
fore opening. Nothing has been heard 
from that quarter since, although re- 
gional press gave it unfriendly no- 
tices at opening, harping mainly on 
Christ’s appearance in plaid shirt, 
riding pants and lumberman’s boots, 
while Judas has getup of southern 
congressman. Sensational advance 
publicity has not been reflected at 
boxoffice, however, with opening 
night seeing half the seats empty and 
no tendency for interest to build 
perceptible up to next-to-closing, 
when caught. 

Playhouse this season is under 
lease to George Abbott, but Mrs. 
Maude Hartwig, owner, wrote a 
week for herself into eontract for 
presentation of a prestige item. 
“Judas” is the item, and, paradoxi- 
cally, it qualifies every inch of the 
way. Scattered house on night 
caught remained to a man until the 
final curtain, although considerable 
restiveness could be noted at the 
tenor of the iambic pentameters. 
Speaking cast handled terrific load 
of lines more easily and profession- 
ally than has been witnessed for a 
long time in Maine strawhat circles. 
Tribute to actors was such that au- 
dience apparently would have been 
happier if all was in unintelligible 
Syriac. Mrs. Hartwig may not have 
entertained ‘em, but she at least gave 
the hammock set something to chew 
on, and the first genuine tryout in 
Maine for eight vears. j 

Ferdi Hoffman read difficult role 
of Christ reverently and without of- 
fense. He’s personable, has a sock 
presence, which prompted many to 
question between the acts why he’s 
never apparently had a bid for films. 
E. G. Marshall handled the title role 
as a fugitive from “Iceman Cometh” 
should; his lines were pure vapor 
for the most part. coming alive only 
when he was setting: himself for the 
betrayal “in the Master's best in- 
terests.” Margaret Wycherly as 
Blessed Mother Mary had most con- 
troversial part in play. Only self- 
discipline on her part kept role from 
descending to the maudlin; never, it 
Seems, was an actor so burdened 
with embarrassing sentiments. Harry 
Irvine, a ghastly disinterred Lazarus, 
was the standout performer, whose 
_ intonations would make a poet out 
of the compiler of the phone book. 
It was in the brief périod that Irvine 
Was On stage that one began to sus- 
pect that Jeffers might have had 
something there. 


The single set by Albert Johnson | 


Was a mixture of all styles, with the 
wings cluttered, making for awk- 
ward entrances and exits. Elaborate 
lighting effects were jerky, with 
much leaning on silhouettes thrown 
out of a magic lantern. The cos- 
tumes and masks could have been 
snitched from an Eisenstein movie, 
and must have cost most of the 
week’s take. The choral work of 
Lehman Engel, as before noted, was 
superb, but Bach of this caliber be- 
longs strictly to the New Friends 
of Music. 

An expérimental work that should 
be seen again, with no big-city pos- 
sibilities outside those Sunday-night 
groups. But mightn’t the big-city 
clergy condemn it into commercial 
boxoffice? Don. 


‘act 
| Gertrude 


|sweet story of star-crossed 


Marblehead, Mass., Aug. 12. 
Blake Johnson and John L. Washburn, 
by arrangement with John Golden, produc- 
tion of play in three acts (3 scenes) 


by W. P. Lipscomb. Starring Gertrude 
Lawrence. Production supervised by How- 
ard Young. Set, Ben Edwards. At the 
North Shore Players, Marblehead, Mass., 
Aug. 11, '47. ($3.69 top) 
Maria Fitzherbert ,....,Gertrude Lawrence 
ONS kash fs Kae SOL es As Norah Howard 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan... Bram, Fletcher 
George, Prince of Wales......Carl Esmond 
Queen ‘CHAPTIOCE a's F558 oe key 6 ceed Alice John 
) FEAR LIGOENO Rabe cs c8sdcwdedes Ivan Simpson 
ie, SSS Kenneth Treseder 
TROGt. avubicassehsuebe ...Guy Sampsel 
Rev. Robert Burt. cccccsccgeess .James Coots 
Henry Errington .........+..-.-John Taylor 
JaGk SMPtne cccvcvcrvscvecers David Rogers 
Footman......sscee+eee0e+--dames Lathrop 
Maid Marjorie Elder 





In the curtain line of the second 
of this historical romance 
Lawrence sighs “you 
can’t turn the clock back.” With 
these words Miss Lawrence about 
sums up the flavor of this bitter- 
lovers. 
In its present shape it just doesn’t 


i have what it takes despite many ef- 


fective moments. 

Story stems from the love affair 
of George, Prince of Wales, after- 
ward George IV, with the Lady 
Meria Fitzherbert. She deliberately 
and with considerable awareness of 


the inevitable consequences _ se- 
cretly marries the Prince in a 
Catholic ceremony. For _ several 


years they live an idyllic life at 
Brighton, but when George III be- 
gins to distintegrate mentally the 
necessity for a regent arises. The 
Prince and Maria thereupon embark 
upon a struggle with the Queen 
Charlotte for the regency, a struggle 
in which the Queen, with the 
Prince’s enormous debts as a wedge, 
finally forces Lady Maria to re- 
nounce the Prince, although the 
Prince himself is willing to abdicate. 
Only when Maria is pitted against 
the Queen in the second act and 
again in the third act when George 
III, his mind broken, wanders in 
and unaware of her identity pleads 
with her to help him break off the 
Prince’s mesalliance, does any dra- 
matic tension arise, though there 
are several good scenes involving 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan the 
Playwright—exceptionally well por- 
trayed incidentally by Bramwell 
Fletcher. 
The rest is largely repetitive ro- 
mantic anguish contrasted with ro- 
mantic by-play, and though the 
literary quality remains high 
throughout, generally fails to endow 
the piece with sufficient dramatic 
vitality. Hard to fix it, too, as it is 
conceived and-played that way. In 
short, it seems more a play to read 
than to hear, though it is visually 
exquisite. 
Miss Lawrence, obviously enam- 
ored of the role, gives it the works 
from beginning to end. Occasionally 
she overdoes it, but it’s sock for the 
femme trade—for which the show is 
clearly designed — throughout. 
Fletcher’s portrait of Sheridan is 
fine and Carl Esmond, using a 
thicker accent than seems necessary 
considering neither the King nor 
the Queen sounds Germanic, is ‘a 
likeable and attractive Prince with 
a nice style. Alice John as the 
Queen really seems queenly and 
carries off her scenes splendidly, 
while Ivan Simpson, in a brief ap- 
pearance as the King, wows. Pro- 
duction details and costumes ob- 
viously designed for Broadway, but 
it’s pretty much of a gamble if 
they'll see too much of it. A class 
show in every respect, with all the 
perils involved in such a venture. 
Show, by the way, opened last week 
in Dennis, this being the second 
week with 20 minutes out. Elie. 


The Shape of Things 
Easthampton, N. Y., Aug. 9. 


Francis I. Curtis production. of musi- 
ical revue devised and staged by Lew Kes- 
ler. Music and lyrics by James Shelton, 
with additional music by Richard Lewine, 
Carly Mills and Clay Boland and addi- 
tional lyrics by Mills, Ted Fetter, David 
Gregory, Arnold Horwitt, Peter Barry and 
Eddie De Lange. Sketches by Shelton, 
George Hall, Leslie Stevens, Irving Wexler 
and Sally Humason. Dances by William 
Skipper; settings by Frederick Stover. At 
John Drew theatre, Easthampton, N. Y., 
July 26-Aug. 9, ‘47. ° 

Cast: George Hall, Bibi Osterwald, Billy 
Skipper, Joan Mann, Eleanor Bagley, Ray 
Long, Neetza Arden, Tommy Morton, Larry 
Baker, Jimmy Carr, Tommy Randall, Lois 
Bolton, Elna Anderson, Harry Fleer, Mavis 
Mims, Betty Lou Barto, Helen Ferguson, 
Andrea: Mann, Ray Arnett, Pat Horn. 
Margie Gaye and A¥thur Devlin. 





This is one of those paradoxes in 
show business. Break it down and 
you find little in the way of music, 
equally little in lyrics, so-so dancing 
and practically nothing so far as 
sketches -go. et “The Shape of 
Things” adds up to a first-rate sum- 
mer theatre revue, 

Whatever it is, the burghers of 
this old and sedate Long Island vil- 
lage—which counts coupon-clipping 
as its principal industry—obviously 
found it to their taste. It was a 
sellout from the second night on 
and a holdover was required. Had 
other commitments not prevented. 
producer Francis I, Curtis could 
easily have finished out the season 
with the show. 

Curtis, who presides over the 
strawhat season at the John Drew 
theatre here—which bears as much 
resemblance to a barn as does Buck- 











MAREK WINDHEIM 


Now appearing as “Ali Hakim” 
(The Peddler) in The Theatre Guild 
Production of “Oklahoma!,” at 
Drury Lane Theatre, London. 








ingham Palace—was quick to take 
an option on the revue, with an eye 
to Broadway in the fall. Show actu- 
ally belongs to Lew Kesler, ex-Mike 
Todd stager, who conceived it and 
put it together, and Jimmy Shelton, 
who wrote most of the lyrics and 
music. 

As for Broadway prospects, they’re 
as far off as the 113 miles from 
Easthampton to New York. What 
looks like a smash to vacationers at 
a summer theatre would probably 
have them screaming for their $6 
back on 45th street. Revue would 
have to have almost complete re- 
furbishing in every department— 
with exception of some of the play- 
ers — before it is anywhere near 
ready for viewing by the nine old 
men of Manhattan’s daily press. 

In the personnel department 
there’s a lot of fresh new talent for 
lower echelon roles on Broadway, 
but really only three standouts. Top- 
per is George Hall, comic out of 
“Call Me Mister,” who brings a real 
touch to the tired skit material with 
which he’s provided. If there’s a 
laugh in it, he pretty well gets it. 

Otherwise the standouts are Wil- 
liam Skipper, whose terping in part- 
nership with Joan Mann is superb. 
Good-looking and light of foot, he’s 
reminiscent of a younger Gene Kel- 


‘Aug. 4, ‘47. 
A Clare WoOrtH.scccccossrteccevecss® Rita Gam 
CYTIL cisccsccccccerserereevers Maurice Dee 
BHICHAC] sk cc cccccceceersbeces Edwin Ross 


The People Are Running 
. Allentown, Pa., Aug. 6. 


Hayloft Players production of comedy in 
three acts by Ralph A. Jason. Directed by 
Don Dickinson; setting, Salvatore D’ Anna. 
Opened at Hayloft theatre, Allentown, Pa., 

‘ 


The Artists: Phy!Jis Harlin, Vivien Ander- 
son, Paula Marine 





Sue Wendell... .ccccccerces Priscilla Weaver 
Alex Mayfield..... ebecese ».»- Robert Board 
Melandra .....ccccoee ««.. Barbara Glenn 
Homer Wendell Don Dickinson 
Mr. Summers. ...cesssees Hubert McPherson 
Percy Clayton...... cebaad cohawaas Roy Cates 


Diana, Baroness Zamorska,..Merle Albertson 
PD ovobdsecccocbhectatses Dorothy Hyatt 
Deepsick ...cccsscccsevcceeseed Anni Schroth 
BOGE ois ccccccecceccdcccsssMUmerne. Byatt 
Mr. Zunkindorfski........ Salvatore D’Atina 
BEMEPOSD 660s ocdteesaenesssee Hayloft Players 





Not a political play despite the 
election-year ring of its title, this 
sets out to be a serious comedy about 
a group of people running away from 
secret fears and problems. At the 
end all the problems seemingly have 
been faced and solved, though just 
how is not made very clear. Script 
has many puzzling aspects and gives 
the impression of an author trying to 
be profound without actually coming 
to grips with his theme. Also in deal- 
ing with characters of wealth and 
sophistication he gets way beyond 
his depth. 

Performance when caught was 
ragged, Maurice Dee doing the best 
job as an ex-Russian prince now 
serving as bartender at a lavish 
Santa Barbara ranch house. By 
directing and at the same time play- 
ing a leading role, Don Dickinson ap- 
pears to have bitten off a little too 
much. Paul. 





College Play 











The Devil to Pay 


Fordham University Theatre. production 
of drama in two acts (four scenes) by Dor- 





ly. Singer Elna Anderson also spar- 
kles A _ titian-haired looker, she 
knows how to use her pipes for top- | 
notch results on the ballads. 

Sharing top billing with Hall is 
Bibi Osterwald, who recently closed 
a long run in “Three to Make 
Ready.” Her comic ability, unfortu- 
nately, doesn’t surmount the mate- 
rial as does Hall’s. Also in for ine 
laughs is Betty Lou Barto, half-pint- 
size sister of Nancy Walker and 
daughter of vaude comic Dewey Bar- 
to. Kid’s cute but gets out of line 
with continued mugging in an ap- 
parent effort to steal every scene. 

Flock of long-stemmed beauts is a 
major item. Likewise noteworthy 
is the conception and execution of 
the production numbers under the 
handicap of the small stage. Best is 
the first-act finale, “Come Home and 
Get Cozy With Me,” with music and 
lyrics by Carly Mills. 

Shelton’s stronger on the ballads 
than the novelty tunes, which the 
show badly lacks. Closest is a con- 
tribution of music by Dick Lewine, 
with lyrics by David Gregory, 
Arnold Horwitt and Peter Barry, la- 
beled “Street Noises.” Curiously, it 
has been tossed out of four shows 
before they got to Broadway, but 
got a smash response here. 

urtis’ problem, if he’s to get the 
show to New York, is obvious. He’s 
got to find himself sketches and 
songs, and expand the production 
without losing the show’s intimacy 
and gay enthusiasm. That’s more 
than a job for any producer. Herb 





The Expensive Weneh 
Westboro, Mass., Aug. 9. 


Robert Daggett and Robert Haag produc- 
tion of comedy by Zoe Lund Schiller in 
three acts (five scenes). ‘Staged by William 
Corrigan; setting by Robert Daggett. 
MmGron WeaGey 64.6 cds cesses Vega Keane 


MON Aa VEN ss sehesecd es % “Iggie’’ Wolfington 
LUcian Renelm . .cceessestics Robert Daggett 
Bunny Russell ........0......-Teena Starr 
ok. Seer ee Wright King 
Gifford Dodson .........-. Robert Lauritzen 
Ed Beeman .......-++e+0+-.Moultrie Patten 
Sep NILA, <ins eo é beceas John Glendinning 
Gay Wickersham ........Lorraine Pressler 
Mrs. Martin ............ Parker McCormick 





Westboro’s Red Barn theatre got | 
away to its second half of the season 
last. week — and most inauspiciously, 
About the only thing intriguing in 
Zoe Lund Schiller’s new play is the 
title, “The Expensive Wench.” 

Members of the cast, who must be 
worn to a frazzle during the verbose 
first act,“acquit themselves admira- 
bly, considering the lines with which 
they had to work. This is especially 
true of Vega Keane (the “wench”), 
who is given plenty of opportunity 
to emote. and Bob Daggett, cast as 
an interior decorator, Daggett, who 
also actually handled the stage dec- 
oration, gives the top performance. 
Too bad he doesn’t have more to do. 

Miss Keane turns in her best job 
of the season thus far with a weak 


othy L. Sayers. Directed by Albert Mc- 
Cleery; settings, William Riva. At Collins 
theatre, Fordham U., N. Y., Aug. 8, 47. 

Christopher Wagner ....... Paul Friedman 
CARR. cs ice eedovdverebebibseeas eee .eeee 
John FPaustW .cvcccccocces Charles Mattingly 
Mephistophiles...-..eeeeee%- Charles Metten 
A Cardinal ..iscccccccocscves James Pringle 
A Crozier Priest. .ccecscesees John O'Connor 
THE POPC . ep cccececcescces Jernard Abbene 
SiGe «Of TOV... 4c ccc cette Elizabeth Hinkel 
John Faustus (apparition)....../ Al Tromas 
MBPAG] crrccoecessovseces se Walter Barrett 
The BMperor .cccccccsecovece Edwin Kelley 
The. EMpregs os. v'ccceuséseives Daisy Smith 
A Chancellor , -seee--- Edward Konrad 
A Secretary of State....Gerard Vileminckx 
The Judge .. .. Willard Walsh 


“The Devil to Pay” is a modern 
author’s takeoff on the Faustus leg- 
end, a theme twice before translated 
into plays by Christopher Marlowe 
and Goethe. This version by Dorothy 
L. Sayers, however, won't take a 
place on the five-foot shelf of clas- 
sics. It’s muddled in outlook, loose in 
construction, ponderous in detail, 
rhetorical instead of poetical, and as 
a self-styled latter-day morality 
play, it lacks contemporaneity. 

It serves adequately, nonetheless, 
as an interesting exercise in stage- 
craft for the Fordham University 
theatre group in the second produc- 
tion of its 1947 summer drama fes- 
tival. Play is crammed full with 
the medieval mumbo-jumbo of in- 
cantation and _  diabolic miracles 
which the student technicians ex- 
pertly project via good low-key 
lighting and ingeniously constructed 
backdrops. And for thesping in the 
grand style, the play is practically 
drenched in a purple torrent of 
words and a deafening Niagara of 
metaphors. The young actors mouth 
their lines with relish and generally 
do the most with their chances. 

Only thing modern about this play 
is the fact that it was written in 
England during the war_ years. 
Otherwise, in form and substance, 
it’s a throwback to the Elizabethan 
epoch except for its lack of natural 
vitality. For Miss Sayers, Faustus 
is a do-gooder who barters his soul 
to Mephistopheles for the power to 
rid the world of poverty and disease. 
A sound idea, but in trying to prove 
a religious thesis, play goes astray 
down a labyrinth of logic on the 
nature of evil in a God-made uni- 
verse. Beyond the cumbersome the- 
ology, play irrelevantly invokes the 
image of Helen of Troy as a gal 
who would make any man leave his 
home and ideals. Faustus, unfortu- 
nately, never gets a fair chance to 
try out his theories. 

Among the cast members perform- 
ing with notable talent are Charles 
Mattingly as Faustus, Charles Metten 
as Mephistopheles, and Paul Fried- 
man as the servant Wagner. 

Herm, 





Annie Get Your Gun 
(Imperial, N. Y.) 

Mary Jane Walsh, carrying on for 
Ethel Merman in “Annie Get Your 
Gun” (Imperial, N. Y.) while the 
latter vacations, is doing an ace job 
in a tough, highly individualistic 
role. While Miss Walsh lacks some- 
thing of the earthy, low-bourgeois 
style of Miss Merman, she had a 
good deal of the same hearty ap- 
proach, with an appealing flair of 
her own. Result is a flavorsome per- 
formance with no sense of let down 





story along obvious lines. Plot is 





pretty much cut from pattern, with | 





Play Out of Town 


The Magie Touch 
Buffalo, Aug. 6. 


a ai P mJ 

_ John Morris Chanin production of comedy 
in three acts (one set) by Charles Rade 
dock and Charles Sherman; staged }y Here 














man Rotsten; setting Louis Kennel] At 
Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y¥., Aug. 6, '47: $6 
top. 
SE SOGRE icscatasaces Sara Andersi 
Pa BOE sso h6d060 55640 5 William Suesy 
MEERO EURGIOI 0.0 0 0 db nos cece ccc Sid Melton 
os, Rak OER. o 6 4 x ckceceos Howard Smith 
Amy Thompson.......... Frances Comstock 
Baker teeter eee eee e eee eeeees LeRoi Operti 
Sarroni ere Cen eee Oe ee Richard Karlan 
Flossie Claypood.............Hope Emers n 
Larry Masters...,......Carleton Carpenter 
Wilbur Grigsby..............Norman Tokay 
ENO sc 6 0:04.000%000 0c T. Burke-McHugh 





_ Current production difficulties be- 
ing what they are, just what sort of 
midsummer madness prompts an ap- 
parently otherwise rational producer 
to increase the hazards of pre-sea- 
sonal playgoing with a snifter such 
as this remains a mystery. No more 
jejune and sophomoric a presentation 
can be recalled here within long 
memory. 

Its histricnics are hysteric, its di- 
rection subtle as a kick in the 
pants, its characters as lifelike as 
animal crackers and its story and 
motivation strictly from cerebral 
starvation. Add an almost wholly 
undistinguished cast, a raucus and 
pedestrian performance, and a rou- 
tine production, and you have a na- 
tural for Cain’s Doomsday Book. The 
$6 top is public effrontery. 

Story, developed with perspiration 
in the broadcast farcical metier, has 
a young married couple living in 
New York on $29.50 per week. Boy 
is employed by publisher, who, be- 
ing invited for dinner by the young- 
sters, conceives the idea of a bestsel- 
ler on the $29.50 per week theme, 
thereby cutting off the boy’s hope for 
a raise. About the middle of the 
second act, the story flies abruptly 
apart in all directions, There are 
left several assorted characters — a 
spiritualistic eccentric from upstairs, 
the publisher’s aging secretary, a 
temperamental photographer and a 
gag-cracking fellow employee. 

The only performances warranting 
mention are those of Howard Smith 
as the publisher and Frances Com- 
stock as his wife. LeRoi Operti 
completely stylizes the spiritualist, 
and Sid Melton’s fellow employee has 
overtones of Minsky. Such comedy 
as is not generated by fast legwork 
consists of gags which will be over- 
familiar to radio listeners. 

All in all; and not to put too fing 
a point on it; “The Magie Touch 
simply hasn't got it. urt. 


‘BRIDE’ BLACKED OUT IN 
HYLTON-RANK DISPUTE 


London, Aug. 8. 
Surprise in West End was the 
cancellation, on eve of production, 
of Glanvor Mostyn’s new comedy 
“The Bride Goes West.” Show, 
which is presented by H. J. Barlow, 


who operates the Whitehall theatre, 
was skedded for Aug. 6 at the 
Winter Garden, but day before 
critics were notified there would be 
no show, with no reason given. 

Understood that Jack Hylton, who 
has lease on house, has been in 
litigation with J. Arthur Rank,’ who 
acquired the freehold some time 
last year, with suits and counter- 
suits having been going on since. 
Case finally reached the House of 
Lords, the final law-decider, with 
Rank winning the last round. 

As Rank wants this house as one 
of his five television spots in the 
West End, “Bride Goes West” will 
go West, but not at the Winter 
Garden. Likely house is the Strand, 
where Henry Sherek’s “My Wives 
and I,” produced last week, is likely 
to fold very shortly. 








Current Road Shows 


(Period covering Aug. 11-23) 
“Anna Lucasta”—Shubert-Lafay- 
ette, Det. (11-23). ; 
“Blackouts of 1947”—E] Capitan, 
Hollywood (11-23). , 

“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(11-23), 

“Call Me 
Chi. (11-23). 
“Carousel”—Shubert, Chi. (11-23). 


Mister”—Blackstone, 


“Harvey”—Opera_  Hse., entral 
City (11-16). 
“I Remember Mama”—Geary, 


Frisco (11-23). 

“Joan of Lorraine”—Forrest Philly 
(11-23). : 

“Magic Touch”—Opera Hse., New- 
ark (11-16). 

“Oklahoma!”—Nat’l, Wash. (9-16); 
Cass, Det. (18-23). } 
ee Lives”—Harris, Chi. (11- 


“The Red Mill—Cass, Det. (9-16); 





to the customers. 
Production altogether is fresh 


Natl, Wash. (18-23). 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 

Instead of Equity directly responding to Arthur Hopkins’ N. Y. Times 
article on Aug. 3, wherein the showman questioned the right of the actors’ 
stand on Negro segregation in the National, Washington, two other man- 
agers contributed rebuttals in the daily’s Sunday (10) edition. One was 
Elmer Rice, essentially a dramatist, whose first play, “On Trial,” was pro- 
duced by Hopkins some 30 years ago. Success of the drama led to Rice 
giving up the practice of law and started Hopkins on a career as a lead- 
jing producer. ; 

After saying that Hopkins is “a man of taste and intelligence,” Rice 
opines: “It is ... disconcerting to see him appear as devil’s advocate in 
the Washington exclusion controversy. His argument that what goes on 





in front of the curtain is of no concern to those who are behind it, seems | 


wholly untenable to me. . 
active part in the life of the community and assume duties and responsi- 
bilities of citizenship.” 


.. Actors today are willing and able to take an | 


The other response, which the Times says was among “many replies” to | 


the Hopkins article, was contributed by Kermit Bloomgarden, one of the 
younger showmen, who disagreed with the premise that “Equity by act- 
ing against Negro exclusion in Washington is hurting the theatre... . It 
is against the stubborn continuance .. . of theatrical interests which are 
centered not in Washington but New York that we protest. ... Where 
jntolerance exists and one is against it, one must fight it. Someone must 
have the courage.” 





Apparent suicide of Rickard Ogden in Santa Monica, Cal., last week 
was followed by a report that. he was formerly casting director for the 
Theatre Guild in N. Y., but, the latter office stated he was actually em- 
ployed in the press department. Dispatch had it that he placed Jan Clay- 
ton in “Carousel,” a Guild Broadway smash, that item also being incorrect. 
Miss Clayton, who quit the musical last season, is on the Coast but stated 
she had not seen Ogden for several weeks. He left a note requesting his 
car be given to one “Estelle,” identified by Miss Clayton as actress Estelle 
Winwood. Deceased also wanted his wardrobe given to Peter Birch, a 
dancer with the Chicago “Carousel” company. Ogden is reputed to have 
won $30,000 gambling at Las Vegas recently, then lost it. 





Opening of “Magic Touch” at Erlanger, Buffalo, was attended by con- 
siderable mystery. Newspaper contained no advertising of the attraction 
for some days before the opening and local public was left in doubt re- 
garding the event. In addition, when the company’s 30 members arrived 
in Buffalo from New York they found their hotel reservations non-exist- 
ent and were forced to wait up half the night in hotel lobbies. Eighteen 
of the company were finally lodged in one of the hotels, six to a room. 
The rest were scattered throughout the city. To cap the occasion, John 
Morris Channing, producer of the show, became a father the day the 
cempany left New York for the Buffalo opening. 





The subsequent ownership of the 25% interest in the Blackstone the- 
atre, Chicago, left by Harry Rosnagle, who died July 23, is a topic of 
speculation in Chi legit circles. Balance of ownership is the 50% held 
by the Shuberts and 25% by George Rochefort. Latter are expected to 
make counter bids to Rosnagle’s widow. Rochefort and Rosnagle, as 
partners, reconverted the house from a WPA operation several years ago. 
Shuberts got their 50% from a local real estate broker, who got it from 
Israel Slavin, a. truck fleet operator, who furnished Rosnagle and 
Rochefort with $50,000 for the alterations. 





Arthur Hammerstein, retired producer, whose outstanding show was 
“Rose Marie,” has been inventing gadgets for years. Showman’s pet device 
now is a Salt-cellar which cannot clog. It was demonstrated at Macy’s 
recently. Hammerstein has a fully equipped workshop on his farm near 
Chicago. One of his devices is a hammock for autos—not for infants but 
for dogs. It seems that during trips when pups were taken along they 
annoyed him by jumping around too much. His father, Oscar Hammer- 
stein, also dabbled in inventions. Some were practical, including a vent 
in bathtubs to prevent them from overflowing. 

“Allegro” will try out in New Haven instead of “The Stars Weep” 
(announced to open there Aug. 28), through an arrangement between 
Louis Schonceit, producer of the latter play, and the Theatre Guild, which 
is putting on the new season's first musical. “Allegro,” now rehearsing in 
four N. Y. theatres, will be assembled for the first time in New Haven, 
where it will rehearse for at least a week before the first tryout per- 
formance. “Stars” will rehearse im its set for a week at the Wilbur, 
Boston, where it is dated to debut Sept. 1. 


Four more weeks are slated for “The Medium” and “The Telephone,” 
and possibly more, on Broadway before the operatic playlets are pencilled 
in for the road. Touring the attraction presents a problem, however, be- 
cause of the briefness of the dual bill. Out-of-town legit patrons are 
used to an 8:30 curtain and if that starting time is retained the show would 
exit. at 10:10. At the Barrymore the playlets start at quapter to nine, 
there is a 22-minute intermission, and the show still rings down at 10:35. 





Summer stock at the City Center, N. Y., appears to be washed up but 
the group of actors known as the Committee of 12 may recoup some of 
the loss incurred with “Rip Van Winkle,” first and only play presented 
by them. Walter Batchelor intends filming “Rip” on 16m for distribu- 
tion among schools. Picture may be shot at New Hope, Pa., with the 
Same actors participating; they would get salary and a percentage of 
profits. Efforts to put on another play at the Center this summer were 
nil up to early this week. 





“Accidentally Yours,” which originated on the Coast last season and 
toured to Chicago, where it closed, may be presented on Broadway in the 
fall. Jimmy Elliott, young actor who tried producing, originally pre- 
sented’ the*show but had only a small interest; he’s now out. Al Rosen, 
former manager of Loew's State, N. Y., and Herbert Freezer control the 
rights. If it returns to the boards, Billie Burke and Grant Mitchell, who 
Starred originally, will not be in the cast, younger players to be used. 





Report that the Shuberts are mulling sabbatical road season for “Blos- 
s0m Time” and “The Student Prince” is discounted by showmen aware 
of the consistent earnings of the operettas. Understood that between the 
two perennial musicals the profits last season approximated $250,000. 
Plan of the firm to tour musical comedies with Broadway labels is said 
to be definite. 


_ Dwight Deere Wiman, who has been recuperating from a serious illness 
in his Bermuda home, is due back in New York this week. His production 
Plans include the long-delayed “Fourth Little Show,” and it’s expected 
that the musical, “Street Scene,” will be toured. He produced that show 
in association with the Playwrights Co. last season. ° 





Current casting will not be hindered during negotiations for the new 
basic contract between Equity and the managers. All actors’ contracts 
contain a stipulation that such agreements are subject to present and 
future rules which may be adopted during the term of the engagements. 





Some weeks ago Donald Buka, who appeared in the summer stock at 
Ridgefield, Conn., was unable to remove a prop handcuff. He went 
through the performance trying to hide the gadget. Audience giggled 
every time he came on, actor having told those in front of his “problem.” 





John Golden, who produced “Three Wise Fools,” has declined to enter- 
tain a deal for its radio rights, such a proposal coming from Metro, which 
remade it with Margaret O’Brien last year. Screen rights included radio, 
with the stipulation that the legit producer participate. 


| night 








| (2,100; $4.80). 








‘Marietta’ Wow 20G 
At Memphis Al Fresco 


Memphis, Aug. 12. 

“Naughty Marietta” rang up a sen- 
sational $20,000 at the Memphis Open 
Air Theatre last week for the largest 
take thus for in the al fresco civic 
organization’s 10th Anniversary Ju- 
bilee season. 

Victor Herbert operetta garnered 
excellent press notices as sixth pro- 
duction of the summer. Also drew 
largest opening night crowd and 
largest single-night crowd of en- 
tire season. with cast including Rose- 
marie Brancato, Charles Yearsley, 
Rosalind Nadel]. Kent Williams, Vio- 
let Carlson, Billy Sully, Edmund 
Dorsay, Richard Rhoades, Charles 
Hamilton and Robert Loudon. 

“Vagabond King” opened last 
(11) with Marita Farell, Ed- 
ward Roecker, 
Sully, Elizabeth Houston, 
Moore, Edmund Dorsay, Richard 
Clemens, A. J. Herbert, Jack Ruther- 
ford, William Wilderman, 
Hamilton and John L. Kelly. 

Eight-week season will close next 
week with “New Moon.” 


Chi Heat Lifts; 





Tallu SRO 216 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 

Chi’s foursome blistered slightly 
under three days of above 100-de- 
gree heat. Inferno broke early 
Thursday (7), allowing business to 
recover somewhat. Exception to the 
tobogganing was “Private Lives,” 
which continued to capacity business 
of $21,000 for the third frame. 
“Carousel” with large house, is still 
top grosser, reaping $32,000 for its 
llth week. 


Conventions, usually an ace card | 


for bolstering business at this time 
of the year, are conspicuously ab- 
sent. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (24th 
week) (1,334; $3.60). Hugging $11,- 
000. Caught first rush of returning 
business Wednesday night, time of 
expected weather relief, according 
to U. S. bulletins. Actually predic- 
tions missed by about 12 hours. 

“Call Me Mister,” Blackstone (13th 
week) (1,358; $4.80). Sweltered with 
others; about $20,000. 

“Carousel,” Shubert (llth week) 
Dipped to $32,000 but 
after this week’s showing, indicates 
ability to,soar again when Septem- 
ber weather comes. 

“Private Lives,” Harris (3d week) 
(1,000; $3.60). Continued with ca- 
pacity business, better than $21,000. 


Shows ample strength to maintain | 


same pace for some time. 


PITT OPERETTA SEASON 





ENDS $50,000 IN RED 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. 

Winding up with total gross of 
around $385,000 nine-week loss of 
summer opera company amounted to 
less han $50,000, and not twice that, 
which had been anticipated prior to 
final two shows. The las¢ produc- 
tion, “The Great Waltz,’ was respon- 
sible for erasing considerable of the 
red ink, hitting a gross of nearly 
$70,000 to break all local outdoor 
records. 

The deficit will be more than taken 
care of by the $50,000 put up, for 
second straight year, by Kaufmann’s 
Department Stores to insure the al 
fresco season. Understood, however, 


that Kaufmann’s is pulling out of the | 


picture, and that future seasons will 
be underwritten by group of in- 
dividual guarantors. 


A. L. Wolk, city councilman and 
the father of summer opera here, is 
understood to be working on a plan 
now to have $100,000 on hand so 
preparations for 1948 can start 
earlier. His blueprints for the fu- 
ture also include Civic Light Opera 
Assn.’s own outdoor amphitheatre 


since Pitt Stadium, where shows are | 


given, has been found unsuitable for 
group’s needs, first because of loca- 
tion and secondly because season has 
to start and end early in order that 
oval can be put in shape again in 
time for college football schedule. 


‘Rose Marie’ Nifty 
256 as L’ville Closer 


Louisville, Aug, 12. 

Six-week summer season of musi- 
cal shows at Iroquois Amphitheatre 
came to the finale Sunday (10) with 
the final performance of “Rose 
Marie.” Production was under su- 
pervision of Denis Du-For, Boris 
Kogan, musical director; staged by 
Edward Clark Lilley; 
Rollo Wayne; choreography and en- 
sembles by Theodor Adolphus. Bow- 
out was a virtuai seliout, bringing 
the total for the week to a reusing 
$25.000. Even before an auditors’ 
checkup. current season looks to be 
comfortably in the clear by a nice 
margin, even with a $20,000 weekly 
nut. 





Walter Cassel, Victoria Schools! and palm-pounding from the cus- | 


and Nina Olivette headed the cast. 


Ruth Gillette, Billy | 
Jann | 


Charles | 


Broadway Improves: On-the-Fence 
Shows Up as High as 2G, Matinees 
Continuing Big, Finian’ SRO 426 


3 





‘Dream Girl’ Nice 186 
In 2d Boston Week' 


Boston, Aug. 12. | 

“Dream Girl” at the Shubert kept | 
the legit light flickering in town 
last week, coming in two weeks ago} 
from a visit to the strawhat circuit 
to nip a nice estimated $17,500 the | 
first week with a good estimated 
$18,000 the second. House now dark 
again until “Man and Superman” | 
| comes in Sept. 22. Other prospects | 
| are Blackstone the magician at the 
Colonial, Aug. 25, “The Stars Weep,” 
at the Wilbur Sept. 1. and “Allegro” 
at the Colonial Sept. 8. 

Current week winds up the Wel- | 
lesley summer theatre’s first season, 
a session that proved to be wow,! 
and, with Dennis, one of the top- 
grossing strawhats in New England 
in a season that turned out to be 
pretty much of a disappointment at 
| the b.o. Did nearly $6,000 on “The 
Male Animal” and kept near that 
| figure on its previous 
Outfit had a powerhouse of publicity 
behind it, with Charles 
Lever Bros. prexy, (a Wellesleyite), 
reputed to have turned his flacks 
loose on it. Outfit also had benefit 
of a potent tieup with the Yankee 
Network, which awarded a 
arship there, 








mer theatre, “Man in Possession,” 
n.s.h. estimated $3,000 at the Cam- | 
bridge. Paul Muni registered sweet | 
estimated $7,500. at Marblehead in 
“Counsellor-at-Law,”’ with Gertrude 
Lawrence there this week in “Lady 
Maria” for a big advance. “Profile” | 
debuts at Dennis this week. 











art director | 


| “The Great Waltz.” A total of 73,000 


Heat Melts ‘Skin 


Luckman, | 


schol- | 
broadcast premieres, | 
and spotted it throughout the week.| than most others and takings went 

“Ghost Train” did a fairly good | 


estimated $5,000 at the Boston sum; | 


+ First week of August was better 


on Broadway than that of the week 
before, when grosses were at the 
summer’s lowest level, Some shows 
slid further but those on the narrow 
edge were given some encourage- 
ment by increases of $1,000 to $2,000. 
Sharp drop was noted for “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” because it was well 
known that Ethel Merman was out 
of the cast on a two-week vacation, 

Matinee patronage continues 
strong and will be for the balance 
of the month. “Icetime” has added 
an afternoon performance for the 
next three weeks and there will be 
a trio of matinees for “Harvey,” 
currently because Jimmy Stewart 
agreed to attend a kid’s soapbox 
derby at Akron, Saturday (16) prior 
to going into the show. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


“All My Sons,” Coronet (28th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Went up 
| somewhat and extension through 


nttenatinne | September anticipated; rated around 
attractions, | $11.500. 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(65th week) (M-1,427; $6.60). Ab- 
sence of Ethel Merman accounted 
for drop of around $7,000 or more; 
approximately $37,000 last week. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (80th 
week) (C-993; $4.90). Perked more 


to around $17,000, best 
more than a month. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (220d week) 
(1,626; $4.80). Holding to excellent 
business and capacity, except week- 
ends, but Friday (8) was SRO; over 
$42,500. 

“Call Me Mister,” Majestic (69th 
week) (M-1,659; $4.80). Improve- 
ment”“here was rather mild and the 
count was around $20.000; needs 
more for operating profit. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th St. (31st 
weck) (C-920; $6). Rated the only 
musical that’s really selling out, 
$42,000. 

“Happy 
(41st week) 


figure for 


Birthday,” 
(C-1,160; 


Broadhurst 
$4.80). One 











In L.A.s 596 Frame 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 


of the fat of “The Skin 
Teeth” last week, but other three 
legit houses went merrily on their 
way. Town's total take for four 
houses was a sweet $59,800. 

Heat wave actually benefits one 
| house, the Greek Theatre. Open air 
spot does better busimess on hot 
nights than when the thermometer 
dips. 

Estigates for Last Week 

“Bitter Sweet,” Greek Theatre (1st 
week) (4,419; $3.60). Hot muggy 
nights- at week’s end boosted the 
take and overcame slow start for 
nice $32,500. 

“Blackouts of 1947,” El Capitan 
(268th week) (1,142; $2.40). Ken 
Murray show still SRO $17,000. 

“Galileo,” Coronet (ist full week) 
(255; $3.60). Advance sale kept 
house sold out for $4,700. 

“Skin of Our Teeth,” Las Palmas 
(3rd week)) (388; $2.50). Heat hurt 
slightly with a few empty pews 
noted during latter part of week; 
$5,600, drop of about $400. 


‘Babes in Toyland’ In 
Click St. Loo Opening 





Continuing heat wave melted some | 
of ‘Our 


of the shows that improved though 
| the count is under spring levels; 
$18,000. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (145th week) 
(C-920; $4.20). Continues to register 
capacity with takings not much un- 
| der $19,000; probably less this week 
| because Saturday will be out; three 
|matinees (Tuesday, Wednesday and 


| Thursday, this week only). 


“Icetime of 1948,” Center (11th 
week) (M-2,994; $2.40). Also added 
an extra matinee; ice revue will 
play 10 performances’ through 
August; up to $43,500. 

“John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(27th week) (C-979; $4.80). Some 
improvement here and tz':ings were 
rated over $12,000: may climb back 
into goodly grosses after Labor Day. 


“Oklahoma!,” St. James (225th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Around 
$22.000. 


“State of the Unien,” Hudson (91st 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). Picked up 
around $1,000 last week when 
takings approximately were $13,000; 
may better even break on summer 
basis. 

“The Medium,” and “The Tele- 
phone,” Barrymore (15th week) (M- 
1.064; $4.20). One attraction that did 
not improve, and takings dipped 
under $12,000; slated into September. 


“Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
(174th week) (C-939: $3.60). Some- 
what better last week, when 





St. Louis, Aug. 12. 

Despite sweltering heat that has! 
continued for more than a week, the | 
al fresco playhouse in Forest Park | 
was jammed last night (Monday) | 
for the teeoff of the seven-night | 
stand of Victor Herbert's fairyland 
“Babes in Toyland.” It | 





| fantasy, 
| 885, many of whom were kiddies, | 
| for the largest opening night of the) 
| current season. Estimated gross was 
$3,900, 

* Joey Preston, 10-year-old skinbeat- | 
er from Hollywood: a kiddie chorus 
of 32, and Nirska, ballerina, extra | 


} 


who scored in lead roles are Jack | 
| Goode, Mary Hopple, Virginia Gor- | 
ski, Gloria Hamilton, Anna Andre. 
|} and Emil Renen. Outstanders in sup- 
| port are G. Swayne Gordon, Mar- 
| garet Roberts, Vincent Vernon and} 
| Edwin Steffe. } 
| Victor Herbert's “Naughty Mariet- 
| ta” wound up its seventh suceessful | 
| one-week engagement Sunday (10). } 
| A new season attendance record for 
a single performance, 11,327, was 
, hung up for the Friday (8) per- 
| formance. The all-time record, 11,407, | 
|is held jointly by “Roberta” and 
| payees laid approximately $45,000 on 
the line. Imogene Coca, comedienne; | 
‘Patricia Bowman, Rudy Kroller, | 
| Brian Sullian, Mary Hopple and Jack 


| lured an opening-night mob of a 


takings were quoted around $7,500; 
bettered previous weeks by more 
than $500. 

“Young Man’s Fancy,” Plymouth 
(15th week) (C-1,075; $3.60). Going 
along with the help of two-for-ones; 


| management still hovine that laugh 


show will improve: $6.500. 
REVIVALS 
“Burlesque,” Belasco (33d week) 
(C-1.077; $4.80). Slated to continue 
until Labor Day: not much change 
in business; $10.000. 
“Sweethearts,” Shubert 
week) (M-1,382;: $4.80). 


(29th 
Somewhat 


: | better here with takings clai 1 to 
— attractions, were clicks. Those | “aon ae pm geen gees: 


have bettered $18,000' but needs 
higher figure. 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
“I Remember Mama,” Flatbush, 


Brooklyn; repeating. 
“The Glass Menagarie,” Windsor, 
Bronx. ° 


‘Goodbve’-Ferrer-Trevor 
7G in 7 at Detroit 


Detroit. Aug. 12. 

“Goodbye Again” starring Jose 
Ferrer and Claire Trevor at the 
Music Hall, did an estimated $7,000 
for the first seven performances of 
four nights and three matinees at a 
$2.50 top in the 1,800 seater. 

At the Cass, “The Red Mill” closed 





| Sheehan copped posies from the crix! out its second week of eight per- 


tomers. 


formances with $20,000 at a $4.20 top 
for the 1,500-seat theatre. 
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The Promised Valley’ Pays Off 1506 
Nut at Utah Centennial Strawhat 





Salt Lake City, Aug. 12 + 

“The Promised Valley”, Utah 
Centennial musical starring Alfred 
Drake, wound up its final week Sun- 
day (10) with a socko $80,000 to 
bring the total gross to a rosy 
$185,000. Despite expectations of op- 
erating in the red, “Valley” not 
only covered the production nut of 
150G, but even cleared the 30-odd 
thousand that went into permanent 
improvements for the University of 
Utah stadium, where performances 
were held. 

Sunday’s performance was extra, 
added because of two rainouts and 
capacity attendance the last week. 
But it nearly didn’t come off. When 
turnaway biz indicated an added 
performance would sell out the 
Centennial Commission decided to 
break its no-Sunday rule ,and ap- 
proached the cast for cooperation, 
on the cuff. Reason for the play for 
a free try was based on the conten- 
tion the show wasn’t really a com- 
mercial venture, and fell into the 
public service class. The cast 
okayed the idea, on condition re- 
ceipts went to the tuberculosis fund. 

That suggestion didn’t meet with 
too much favor, and after some 
dickering a deal was worked out 
with all but principals getting a 
day’s extra pay, plus a bonus pay- 
ment for ‘singing chorus. Chief 
squawk against the no-pay idea 
came from Helen Tamiris’ dancers, 
who would have lost a day’s pay in 
LA., beside facing lost hotel and 
plane reservations. 





Ivoryton Okay 
-  Ivoryton, Conn., Aug. 12. 


Milton Stiefel’s Ivoryton Play- 
house has been hitting on all cylin- 
ders to substantial biz this season. 
Heavy grossers have included Rich- 
ard Arlen in “State of the Union,” 
William Eythe in “Dear Ruth,” Lil- 
lian Gish in “Tite Marquise,” Zasu 
Pitts in “Christopher Bean,” Jean 
Parker in “Dream Girl.” ; 

Current bill of Miriam Hopkins in 
“Theres Always Juliet” is,off to a 
hefty start. 





Savo’s 2-Siow Matinee 


Jimmy Savo will do a one-man 
show for children at two perform- 
ances Sunday afternoon (17) at the 
Woodstock (N. Y.) Playhouse. 


Reason for the dual matinee is 
that the 600-seat capacity of the 
theatre is insufficient for moppet 
population of the resort colony for 
one performance. Performances will 
be at 2 and 4 p.m., with a $1.20 ad- 
mission ‘for all youngsters. 

The comic will pose tomorrow af- 
ternoon (Thv:sday) for a two-hour 
mass portrait session by all the col- 
ony’s resident artists. Arrangements 
will be made to exhibit the portraits 
in New York next winter, with pro- 
ceeds of sales to be split evenly be- 





troubles given as motivating factor 
in cancellation, with “Mulligan” 
calling for a character actor of the 
stature of Barry Fitzgerald for 
staging. 

However, it is felt here that poor 
showing at boxoffice of recent try- 
outs in this area might have had 
some bearing on decision. With 
cash short, audiences aren’t gambling 
with their show coin, going more 
for tried products than tryouts. 

Lakeside, N. J., Tryout 
Landing, N. J., Aug. 12. 

Lakeside Summer Theatre on Lake 
Hopatcong here will try out a new 
play by Belle Blumenthal, “For Bet- 
ter or for Worse,” week of Aug. 26, 
Tuesday through Sunday. Helen 
Parrish will star. ¢ 

Richard Stebers and Carl Friedan 
are the strawhat’s producers. 





‘Horace’ a Tryout 
Princeton, Aug. 12. 
“Horace,” new comedy by Harold 
J. Kennedy, starring Nancy Walker, 
Robert Alda and Doris Dowling, will 
have its preem at McCarter theatre, 
Princeton, week of Aug. 18. 
Herbert Kenwith will direct. Ken- 
nedy, who also authored “Goose for 
the Gander,” is one of the Princeton 
strawhat’s producers. He plans 
bringing “Horace” to Broadway in 
the fall, if tryout looks promising. 





Strawhat Jottings 


Richard Arlen stars in “State of 
the Union” with South Shore 
Players, Town Hall, Cohasset, Mass., 
starting next Monday (18) 
Helene Ambrose has femme lead in 
Eugene Lerner’s new play, “Does 
the Lady Yield,” tested yesterday 
(Tues.) at Cragsmoor, N. Y. theatre. 
She replaced Nan McFarland who 
was taken ill . . . Jeanne Dixon, 
Mardi Bryant and Robert Merriman 
have top roles in “The Flying 
Gerardos” this week with Port 
Players, Oconomowoc, Wisc . .. Fol- 
lowing last week’s shuttering for 
alterations to conform with the new 
city building code, Queens Com- 
munity Theatre, Jamaica, L. I. re- 
opened yesterday (Tues.) with “The 
Male Animal”:... 

Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass., presenting this week (Aug. 
10) “Years Ago,” with Lenka Peter- 


son, Lewis Martin and Amy 
Douglass. : 
A series of weekly televi on ap- 


pearances by stars of the Spa 
theatre, over WRGE, Schenectady, 
was launched Wednesday (6), when 
Bela Lugosi “did a 10-minute spot.” 

Elissa Landi in “The Barretts of 
Wimpole’ Street’ at Woodstock, 
N, Y., Playhouse next week ... 
The Malden Bridge, N. Y., Play- 
house in presenting “The Male 
Animal” this week. “Craig’s Wife” 
3 an 





tween the painters and the Memorial 
Hospital, N. Y., in which Savo 
underwent a leg amputation last 
year. 





Switch Ogunquit Plays 


Ogunquit, Me. Aug. 12. 

“Mulligan’s Snug,” new comedy 
by Robert McEnroe, slated for week 
of Aug. 18 as George Abbott’s sole 
tryout of his production season at 
the Ogunquit Playhouse, has been 
scratched in favor of “Caprice,” with 
Ruth Chatterton starring. Casting 
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PIERMONT COSTUMES ARE THE HIT OF 
THE SHOW. AVAILABLE FOR THE ENTIRE 
COMPANY OR FOR THE INDIVIDUAL 


fa iM 


LILY PIERMONT COSfUMES 
" wees S6th ST + NEW YORK CiTy 


Welles!tey, Mass., summer theatre 
is now in its last stanza with Bert 
Lytell in “Ah Wilderness” for chari- 


Lytell. . 


really packed them in. 
houses all week. “Hasty 


Anderson. 


Festival. ..“Once 
Guthsville, 


teed off yesterday 


...Belle Baker 


gar Tree” this 
Conn., Playhouse. 


Gribble’s new comedy, 


gan and an_all Negro cast. 
Gribble directing, piece opens Aug. 


“Anything 
Monday 


Goes,” 
(18), with 


starting 


bara Ames has ingenue role in 
“Apple of His Eye” opening next 
Monday (18) at Bucks County Play- 





theatre, Gloucester, Mass. testing 


|ty. Grace Menken (Mrs. Lytell) is 
up from New’ York to appear with 
.Closing most successful 
week of season Sunday (10), Freddie 
Bartholomew, in “Charley’s Aunt,” 
Capacity | fore. 
Heart,” | ¢ : i 
with Hugh Rennie, who also directed, ae el ee fee Se 
opened last night (12), starring Paul 


18...“Lady Precious Stream” cur-|George de Cuevas, 
rent at Jill Miller’s Putnam County | $1,000,000 in a brief fall season of 
Playhouse, Mahopac, N. Y...Wor-| ballet in N. Y. a few years ago. 
cester, Mass., Drama Festival coing | Earlier reported planning te come 
next | to the U. S., there is now some un- 
Frank Lyon, | certainty, with South America and 
Louise Kirtland topping cast...Bar-| possibly even South Africa as the 


Gayne Richards’ new play, “The 
Name of Action,” due to preem Aug. 
26...Haild Stoddard has femme 
lead in tryout of “The Lady and the 
Tiger” at Music Hall theatre, Clin- 
ton, N. J., starting next Monday (18) 
...David Lewis and Lynne Carver 
appéar in “Male Animal” at Star- 
light theatre, Pawling, N. Y., teeing 
off next Tuesday (19)...Chandler 
Cowles, co-producer of “The Me- 
dium” and “The Telephone.” play- 
ing Jane Cowl’s son in “First Mrs. 
Fraser” this week at Ogunquit, Me., 
Playhouse. ..Lillian Gish starring in 
“The Marquise” this week at John 
Drew theatre, East Hampton, L. I... 
Faye Emerson starring in tryout of 
Charles. and Michael Robinson’s 
“Profile” at Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass., this week. 


Hurok, Ballet 
Theatre Team 


In an unexpected development 
over the weekend, Sol Hurok and 
the Ballet Theatre joined forces, to 
change completely the picture of 
ballet in America for the coming 
season. \ 

For a time it had appeared that 
ballet would be a worse free-for-all 
this year than last, when three major 
companies vied for business and all 
lost money. Four, and possibly five, 
majors were reported planning 
tours. Added to these were 11 
smaller units, all readying to take 
the field. Prospects were for a 
ballet war to exceed all previous 
seasons’ struggles, with no one the 
boxoffice winner, 

Now, by arrangement with Hurok, 
Lucia CHase and Oliver Smith will 
present Ballet Theatre in an ex- 
tended season at N. Y.’s Metropolitan 
Opera House in the spring of 1948. 
BT will thereafter be booked stead- 
ily by Hurok. Hurok, who booked 
the Original Ballet Russe last season, 
won't have a troupe on the road for 
the forthcoming °47-’48 season—for 
the first time in over a decade—and 
won’t have a fall season at the 
Metopera. But he'll pick up the 
strands again next spring. 

Ballet Theatre bas a fall commit- 
ment at N. Y.’s City Center, from 
Nov. 19 to Dec. 13, at a $2.40 top, 
and has a tour booked prior and 
thereafter. The engagement at the 
Met next spring will be at a $4.80 
top, management being confident of 
doing biz at both figures, both 
houses drawing different audiences. 
The Met has unique ‘prestige as a 
ballet house, and every company 
tries to get into it. Hurok has the 
concession from season to season. 
The trade looks on the Hurok- 
Ballet Theatre reunion as the health- 
iest thing that could have happened 
to ballet. It brings together the 
acknowledged best ballet troupe and 
ballet’s foremost impresario. Hurok 
was impresario of Ballet Theatre 
from 1941 to 1946, the two breaking 
on policy. Hurok will simply be 
~booker now instead of former Over- 
all manager. 

The two majors that worked the 
U. S. field steadily the past decade— 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo and 
Ballet Theatre—will likely now have 
the field to themselves, in normal 
business competition tnstead of wild 
opposition, with simultaneous book- 
ings, overlapping tours, etc., as be- 
BT will get better bookings 





some, of Hurok’s dates during the 
coming season; playing with sym- 
phonies (Hurok has most of the 


Ithaca College, N. Y., little the-| symphony towns tied up) and thus 
atre presenting “Something on the| adding to their draw; and getting 
Ball,” topical political play by Tom/|into the Met, which is America’s 
Loy, IATSE publicity rep, Aug. 18 |dance mecca, and the most profitable 
as part of the Finger Lakes Drama | engagement usually of all stops. 
in a_ Lifetime’”’ 
this week's bill at Hayloft theatre, | were reported likely to try the U..S. 
Pa...Dorothy McGuire | dance-trail are the Original Ballet 
starring in “Tonight at 8:30,” which | Russe, the Grand Ballet de Monte 
(Tues.) at La!Carlo, and the Ballet des Champs 
Jolla, Cal. Playhouse. ..Bennington, | Elysees. 
Vt., Drama Festival winding up its|try the U. S.. without Hurok’s aid 
season with “Years Ago” next week | OBR, now engaged in a successful 
making her first |} Summer season in London, is unlike- 
summer appearance in the “Vine-|ly to return, now that Hurok has 
week at Clinton, | dropped it. 
Following at 
same strawhat is Harry Wagstaff | will take his troupe to Spain, and 
“Almost | stay in Europe for the year. 
Faithful,” starring Dorothy Done- 


The three other companies that 


All are unlikely now to 


Talk instead is that its 
impresario, Col. Vassily de Basil, 


Grand Ballet de Monte Carlo is 


With | the ambitious venture at Monaco 


taken Over recently by Marquis 


who dropped 


likelier goals. 
Fifth major prospect was the 
Champs Elysees group, which Mike 





house, New Hope, Pa...Bass Rocks | Todd tried to bring over last spring. 


‘French government would like to 


send the troupe over as a prestige 
move, paying part expenses, but gen- 
eral conditions may prevent, 

Of the smaller units, those set for 
the season include the Markova- 
Dolin Ensemble, Ballet Intime, Ma- 
rina Svetlova & Co. Mia Slaven- 
ska’s Ballet Variant; the modern 
dance groups of Jerome Weidman 
Co., Martha Graham Co, and the 
Dance Trio; Mata & Hari, Rosario & 
Rntonio, La Meri and Iva Kitchell. 


CHAMBERLAIN BROWN . 
MAPS N.Y. STOCK REP 


Chamberlain Brown, who was 
most active in placing actors in 
stock when that type of resident 
attractions was general prior to the 
strawhat vogue, has revived his idea 
of stock on Broadway. He expects 
to use guest stars, with a weekly 
change of bill, and plans a new-play 
tryouts by unknown authors. 

Stock was started this summer at 
the City Center by a group of 
actors who hoped to share profits 
but instead of a 10-week season, 
only two were played and the 
venture fizzled. A winter period 
of stock at the Center too is ap- 
parently off. 








Pasadena Playhouse 


Revives Belasco’s ‘Girl 
Pasadena, Cal., Aug. 12. 
Pasadena Community Playhouse 
winds up its annual Midsummer 
Drama Festival this week with a 
revival of the Belasco play, “Girl 
of the Golden West.” 
Cast is headed by Robert Preston, 
Catherine Craig and Victor Jory, 
who doubles as director. 


Strawhat Nitery’s Windup 


Kozy Korners: Barn Theatre at 
Walton Lake, Monroe, N. Y., will 
call it a season next Saturday (16). 
It had been operating as theatre 
and nitery with tab versions of legit 
shows as stage fare: Abbreviated 
versions brought company under 
jurisdiction of American Guild of 
Variety Artists instead of Equity, 








Kaycee U’s Little Theatre 
Kansas City, Aug. 12. 
Kansas City University has pur- 
ehased a war-surplus building for 
a Little Theatre on the campus. 
uilding is being moved up from 
Camp Crowder, Mo. 





t 
Equity-Managers 
Continued from page 49 
consented to the use of their names 
after telephonic queries. League 
stated the above figures were in- 
accurate, and because of dual repre- 
sentation in the managerial associa- 
tion (such combos having one vote) 
the actual number of members set 
forth was 2.4. League has 126 mem- 
bers, not all being active every sea- 
son, and @ quorum for tomorrow’s 
confab will be 42. 

hose who signed the request to 
the League are: Kermit Bloomgar- 
den, Harold Clurman, Edward 
Choate, Cheryl Crawford, Jean 
Dalrymple, Jose Ferrer, Paul Feigay, 
Walter Fried, Fred Finklehoffe, 
Ruth Gordon, Martin Gosch, Roland 
Haas, Bernard Hart, Herbert Fields, 
T. Edward Hambleton, Rita Hassan, 
William Herz, Jr., Lee Holland, Gar- 
son Kanin, Joseph Hyman, Herman 
Levin, Edgar Luckenbach, Norman 
Pincus, Playwrights Co., Lee Sabin- 
son, William Rolland, Irene Selznick, 
Oscar Serlin, Herman Shumlin, 
Oliver Smith, John R. Sheppard, Jr., 
Paul Streger, Theatre, Ince., Perry 
Watkins and Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein. 

Marcus Heiman was not present at 
a League meeting Friday (8), when 
the Thursday membership meeting 
was agreed upon, but a statement 
from him was read, however, in 
which he reiterated his previous 
stand on the National, which he 
operates. Showman said that if the 
eapital’s customs were not changed 
by civic groups or otherwise, or un- 
less legislation was adopted to elim- 
inate segregation, the theatre would 
continue its present policy. Heiman 
added that if actors were not al- 
lowed to perform at the National, it 
would be devoted to other purposes, 
probably pictures. 

Some of the objecting signatories 
later said they opposed segregation 
but were not in full sympathy with 
the method proposed by Equity. At- 
tempts are being made to iron out 
the segregation muddle by having 
the managers, authors and actors 
combine to wipe out the color-line 
custom in the entertainment field 
throughout the country, which is 
along the lines suggested by the 
League, but which Equity rejected 
last week. 
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Plays Abroad 


Trespass 


London, July 17, 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd. and Stephen Mitche] 
production of new play in two acts be 
Emlyn Williams, Directed by Emlyn Wile 
tame at Globe theatre, London, July 16 
vs " . 











Saviello a ne Sani ar anaeanen Emlyn Williams 
Christine Codetvcecsccce ress Francoise Rosay 
Bee 5 64 E62 sb 6 ends Cha et Raymond West well 
Gwen. Treen eee reece eeeeees Daphne Arthur 
Mr. Grice. TEeEETELY TT Re: Roddy Hughes 
BatO, BRORUIUE. 6s Sacbvcceicces Gladys Henson 
BPOUOE 2s os i ides de ae 04% Leon Quartermaing 
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First requisite of a ghost story is 
that it should thrill, but this one will 
leave most audiences unmoved most 
of the time. Past-master of suspense 
Emlyn Williams has assembled all the 
necessary ingredient for a spine- 
chiller, It is the sort of yarn Holly- 
wood might buy, but only the most 
adventurous producer would dare 
bid for the finished product since he 
would have to fill in all the drama 
Emlyn Williams talks about but has 
omitted. 

That is the fault of this ghost story, 
The author spins words, a lot of the 
confusing. Nearly every character 
goes off into some dramatic remie 
niscence. But all of it doesn’t add up 
to drama, 

Setting is the lodge of a Welsh 
castle inhabited by the widow of a 
farmer earl, and more recently of a 
much lamented composer Philip 
Henting, with whose spirit she wishes 
to contact. She believes their love 
was so perfect that it’s eternal. Soon 
the audience learns that Philip cared 
nothing for his wife, but that his real 
love was for her daughter by her 
first marriage. An __§ insignificant 
Welsh draper, posing as an Italian 
medium, turns up for an elaborate 
seance and is exposed as a fraud, 
Yet he has genuine psychic powers, 
and reveals the dreaded secret. He 
dies when the widow’s ecstasy gets 
the better of her. 

An excellent cast does its best to 
make this entertaining. Emlyn. Wil- 
liams gives a fine performance as the 
medium whose one ambition is to en- 
large his shop and become chairman 
of the local drapers association, 
Francoise Rosay makes the bee 
wildered neurotic widow acceptable, 
Marjorie Rhodes, vet character ac- 
tress,igets every possible laugh; Ray- 
mond Westwell and, Daphne Arthur 
are worth noting, and Gladys Hen- 
son, Leon Quartermaine, Roddy 
Hughes and Frances Bates do all the 
author-director asks of them. 

Cane. 


Trapeze in the Vatican 
London, Aug. 8. 





Great Newport Theatre Committee presse 
entation of English version of play in thred 
acts by Ashley Dykes from the German of 
Kurt .Jjc@annes Braun. Directed by C. Den- 
nis Freeman. At Arts Theatre Club, Lone 
don, Aug. 7, ’47. 

The Ambassador ......0.+...-:: Brian Oulto 
Julia, his daughter.......... Sally Newland 
PTOOGRE 605 6000 ereenes Constance eae Loew | 
BIB Lek cceke bones ee Sees ee bss we John Ver 
MOE Vins 60 00bbbGcdenceead s Hedley Briggs 
Charles ..cocccccescccosess  iVerard Darlot 
SEE VORLEO 0 ¢ 0.006469 08600660088 Daniel Wherry 
ORME. siriid peak eeserbebisecss Noel Hung 
Vatican Guard: bios. Peeerewes Charles Jervis 





This first play to come out of Ger- 
many since the war is a diverting 
but highly improbable comedy, skill- 
fully adapted by Ashley Dukes with 
his inimitable deft humor. Has the 
makings of a good film, if the plot 
were simplified, with an eye, 400, 
to the production code. 

Benny, half of a renowned acrobat 
duo, is caught up in war service 
through his complicated parentage. 
Escaping, he breaks into the im- 
pregnable Vatican City, where thou- 
sands of Allied nationals have found 
sanctuary. Concealed on a _ balcon 
he overhears a girl tell her ambas- 
sador father she is to bear a names 
less child. When Benny is discov- 
ered in her room, the tend oe 
parent assumes he is the missin 
lover. To avoid scandal on oné 
hand and death on the “other, the 
couple are wed, with the groom 
passed off as a legation attache on a 
secret mission. 

The real seducer is a married ac@ 
airman who has been driven through 
debts to embezzle state funds, which 
the girl secretly makes good. When, 
at the end of the war, he is free 
to marry her, she realizes his worth- 
lessness ahd decides to return to her 
accommodating husband who _ has 
been diplomatically “dead” for three 
years. 

Sally Newland and Hedley Briggs 
bring an aix of credulity to the 
blending of the two personalities 
from such opposite walks of life. 
Brian Oulton handles the indulgent 
father with a Monty Woolley appear- 
ance and technique. Show was fa- 
vorably received. Clem. 


BLOOD DONORS 
ARE PAID 


is unnecessary. 
Apply in person daily 9 A.M. to 4 
P.M., Saturday 9 A. M. to 12 Noon. 
Blood Bank of NEW YORK POST 
GRADUATE HOSPITAL, 20th St. 
and 2d Ave., New York. Please 
bring this announcement with you. 
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Literati 











Pageant in Revamp 

Following an operating deficit 
running into six figures, Pageant, a 
Hillman Publications mag, has un- 
dergone a revamping of its editorial 
staff and is switching from monthly 
to bi-monthly issue beginning with 
the October edition. 

Former staff, headed by editor 
Vernon Pope, has resigned, with 
Ernest Henshaw stepping into chief 
editorial post. No changes in the 
mag’s format are being considered. 





47 Seeks New Dough 

Letters have been sent to hundreds 
of writers and artists by the mag ‘47, 
in an effort to gain new contributor- 
owners and new capital. 

“In order to produce and promote 
"47 effectively in the immediate fu- 
ture,” mag states, the corporation 
requires $200,000. $100,000 has al- 
ready been guaranteed by a group of 
friendly investors. $60,000 of the re- 
maining $100,000 has been put forth 
by our own stockholders. This leaves 
only $40,000 to go.” 

Investments can be made in the 
form of a loan, and contributor own- 
ers can convert the note into com- 
mon and preferred stock when it 
comes due on March 25, 1948. The 
notes in any amount starting with 
$100 will bear $% interest. At the 
time of conversion writers-artists- 
photographers may apply for Class 
B common stock, which entitles the 
holder to one vote and 33 1-3% of the 
net profits that will be set aside as 
a contributors fund. 





Mealand’s ‘Talking’ 

Richard Mealand's initial novel, 
“Le Me Do the Talking,” published 
by Doubleday last week, proves to 
be the “Hucksters” of the literary 
agency field. Mealand is just a bit 
kinder to his principal character, a 
fast-operating and highly success- 
ful author’s agent, than Frederic 
Wakeman was to his Vic Norman. 
Otherwise the novel has some of the 
game racy flavor and inside-stuff as- 
pect, with the love interest pushed 
into secondary position. It makes 
highly entertaining reading, espe- 
cially for those with a little knowl- 
edge of their own of agency biz in- 
side. 

As far as literary agents are con- 
cerned, Mealand should know. He’s 
been worked on by them for years 
as former story editor for Para- 
mount in New York and Hollywood, 
fiction editor for Good Housekcep- 
ing, associate editor of Cosmopolitan 
and editor of Nash’s-Pall Mall mag 
in England. He resigned from Par 
last summer to start writing on his 
own and is now at work on another 
novel, Herb. 





SRL Sets New Disk Mag 

First comprehensive monthly mag 
devoted exclusively to recordings— 
with a strong show biz tie to other 
amusement fields—will be on the 
stands Aug. 30 when the Saturday 
Review of Literature publishes the 
first (Sept.) issue of its ambitious 
supplement, Saturday Review of Re- 
cordings. Mag, of 24 pages, will sell 
at 15c. SRL’s 80,000 subscribers, 
however, will get mag free, as an 
editorial bonus, inserted into SRL 
each month. 

Mag will report on all aspects of 
recording, as SRL does to the liter- 
ary scene. Irving Kolodin, music ed 
of N.Y. Sun, is editor. 





Bistro Loses Libel Claim 

Right of a newspaper to “reflect 
an incident of public interest” was 
upheld last week by the Florida 
State Supreme Court when it tossed 
out a $50,000 damage suit brought by 
the operators of the Dragon Inn, 
Miami, against the Miami Herald. 
Plaintiffs alleged libel following 
publication of a story that a man 
was shot in their bistro. 

In making its decision the court 
Said the Herald has the responsi- 
bility of furnishing daily local and 
worldwide news to its subscribers 
and readers and added that “in ar- 
Tiving at the sense in which defama- 
tory language is employed it is nec- 
€sssary and proper to consider the 
circumstances of its publication. It 
Is our conclusion that when the arti- | 
cle is considered in its entirety it 
Cannot be said that it is either ma- 
licious or defamatory.” 








Cleveland Press Suit Remanded 

Chio Supreme Court, in a 4 to 3/ 
decision, has sent the $50,000 libel | 
Suit of Municipal Judge Lillian West- 
Topp against the E. W. Scripps Co.., | 
Publishers of the Cleveland Press, | 
back to the Cuyahoga County Com- 
mon Pleas Court. The high court! 
Teversed the common pleas and ap- 





| ental, 


pellate courts of Cuyahoga County, 
whose findings favored the publish- 


tween their marathon dance offering, 
he gives out with “Come Rain, Come 
Shine” and “Little Augie” from “St. 
Louis Woman.” Stopped show and 
had to beg off. 

Jack Durant, holdover, clicks in 
next spot. Laughs are loud and con- 
sistent, with his Greenstreet-Lorre 
takeoff getting good returns, Offs 





ing company, and remanded the case 
for retrial. 

The Ohio Supreme Court held the 
trial court erred in its charge to the 
jury “in that its broad and peremp- 
tory charge amounted practically to 
a directed verdict in favor of the 
defendant.” The case originated 


to solid salvos. 


Gray & Brother were omitted at 
show caught. 
« Biz should be good for the month, 
as show is bound to get favorable 
word-of-mouth. 

Final test of vaude policy will be 
next month, when the Ink Spots 





from editorials and cartoons pub- 
lished by the Cleveland Press five 
years ago, criticizing Judge West- 
ropp’s handling of vice charges in 
her court. 





CHATTER 

Jack Horner appointed associate 
editor, in charge -of copy, on Science 
Illustrated, McGraw-Hill monthly. 
Formerly editor of London Yank, 
Horner subsequently was exec ed- 
itor of Salute and with Liberty. 

Thomas Duncan’s yarn, recently 
bought by Universal-International, 
will be the Book-Of-The-Month 
Club selection for September. 

Paramount spent $50,000 on‘ 10,000 
copies of a 50-page book plugging 
the Cecil B. DeMille picture “Un- 
conquered.” 

Deal for purchase of Seattle Star 
by J. David (“Tommy”) Stern, 3d, 
former Camden (N. J.) Courier-Post 
publisher, has broken off. 

Cynthia S. Walsh, publicity direc- 
tor for MacMillan, resigning to join 
Marion Dodd in operation of the 
Hampshire Bookshop, Northampton, 
Mass. Mrs. Virginia Patterson, 
former MacMillan trade advertising 
chief, succeeds as chief flack. 

Robert B. MacDonald, former 
Coast sales chief for Prentice-Hall, 
named e@fitorial representative for 
P-H’s trade book division. He'll 
headquarter in Los Angeles and also 
represent P-H in motion picture 
deals made on the Coast. 

Ashton Stevens, dean of the Chi- 
cago drama critics, wrote a 7,000 
word treatise of what's been doing 
in the American theatre for “Ten 
Eventful Years,” féur volume edi- 
tion published this month by Ency- 
clopedia Britannica and_ dealing 
with the history of 1937 through 
1946. 

Dow Richardson, managing editor 
of the Kokomo (Ind.) Tribune since 
January, 1946, has been appointed 
editor, succeeding the late Edwin M. 
Souder, who died July 24. 

Frank J. Kaus named advertising 
and promotion director for Hearst’s 
Puck—The Comic Weekly. 

Harpers publishing Aldous Hyx- 
ley’s play, “Mortal Coils,” next win- 
ter. Universal is doing a film version 
with Charles Boyer as the star. 

J. B. Priestley’s newest tome, “Jen- 
ny Villiers: A Story of the Theatre,” 
slated for October publication by 
Harpers. 

Moore-McCormack Lines installing 
memorial libraries in its reconverted 
ships, the Brazil, Uruguay and Ar- 
gentile, when ships return to service 
late this year. 











House Reviews 


Continued from page 48 


Casino. London 
cluding soft ball tossing, and balanc- 
ing on stick in mouth, for effective 
finish. 

Jewel and Warriss unload plenty 
corny comedy, which audience 
relishes. Boys, who are on three 
times, are solid but somewhat bluish. 

Newcomers here are the Swiss 
Stars, misnomer for their type of 
offering. Quartet, two gals and two 
lads are nifty adagioists. Gals are 
lookers, with one contribbing neat 
contortion stint. Okay for any bill. 

Closing first half are Harry Parry 





& Sextet, comprising three reeds, 
iano, bass, drums and clarinet. 
arry is good looking, with in- 


gratiating personality. Tee off with 
boogie-woogie number, followed by 
Jean Bradbury, one of the vocalists 
in “Beyond Blue Horizon” with 
Parry taking up again with “Indian 
Love Call,” just to show he can 
play straight as well as swing. 

Paula Green vocals “Embraceable 
You” and “Let’s Fall 
good returns. Band closes with an 
oldie, “South Rampart Street 
Parade,” not. strong enough for 
bowoff. 

Bel-Air Bros. (not to be confused 
with similar named American act) 
are two French acrobats with a few 
balancing tricks that lack punch, 
Their comedy is typically Contin- 
which means old-fashioned. 
But serve as openers for second 
half. Phyllis Robins, following, is 


stunning blonde. who sings popular 
numbers to good returns. 

Nicholas Bros. get good reception 
on entry, proving they haven't been 
| forgotten after their long absence. | 
Have improved considerably, with 
the elder now quite a warbler. Be- 


in Love” to} 


top the bill. If they don’t pull ‘em 





Owing to length of bill, Dorothy | 





|in, it will be obvious that there is | 
{no demand for this type of enter- | 


| tainment in the West End. Rege. 











| | Maestro’s Facelift | 


Continued from page 39 = 








goon how big they get and, in 
| general, had himself convinced that 
his b.o. name would last forever by 
doing only pictures and recordings, 
meanwhile delving into horse-racing 
as an owner 
lost a heavy wad last year). 

* James has so changed his outlook 
that he made two trips east already 
this summer and is due for another 
in November. Also it is very prob- 
able he will again play the Astor 
Roof, New York, next 
along with other standard locations. 
He still is not amenable to theatre 
work, which 
but Music Corp. of America con- 
tinues to hammer at him along this 
line and may achieve its aim. 

As for Dorsey, he broke up his 
band late last year due to a squabble 
with MCA (one of many) plus, prob- 
ably, his realization that the band 
business was going nowhere fast and 
that a temporary retirement 
wouldn’t hurt him. He’s back, too, 
with both feet planted solidly. Dur- 
ing his run at his own Casino Gar- 
dens his band has been catering 
more to the kids who want to dance 
than the kids who at one time liked 
to listen. He’s playing a far smaller 
percentage of instrumental ‘“flag- 
wavers” and it has been paying off. 
For the first time since he assumed 
ownership, the Casino has been do- 
ing consistently good business and 
has been topping the nearby Aragon 
Ballroom at the b.o. 

Dorsey leaves the Casino Aug. 26, 
plays a few one-nighters on the 
Coast, then goes east for the debut 
of his transcribed disk jockey show. 
Thereafter he returns west to pick 
up his band and start out on a 
country-wide theatre, one-nighter 
and location string. He is set,*so far, 
until December, when he opens at 
the Click Club, Philadelphia. 











Upbeat | 


Continued from page 43 





ington, L. I, unable to find a band 
he liked, putting his own combo back 
in Sept. 15. ... It’s the Three Stylists, 
not Starlets, with Glenn Garr’s or- 
chestra at Rustic Cabin, Englewood 
Cliffs, N. J. . . . Deep River Boys 
recorded for Victor Records. ... Wes 
;Cope, trombonist now with Chris 
|Cross, takes over road manager slot 
with Tommy Dorsey wher the latter 
moves onto road. Dave Jacobs 
remains in California. . . . Igor 
Stravinsky singned to RCA-Victor 
|Red Seal disks. . . . Butch Stone 
signed by Majestic Records with 
ismall combo. . . . Clarence Stout, 
vet ASCAP’er of Vincennes, Ind.@in 
N. Y. prior to trip through Canada. 

Charles Spadone, formerly with 
Columbia Recording’s advertising 
dept. where he was in charge of 
service to radio stations, shifted to 
sales department to manage certain 
midwest territories. He replaces 
F. E. Cross who's left the firm... 
Josh White cut documentary platter 
for Apollo label in tribute to the 
jate President Roosevelt called “The 
Man Who Couldn’t Walk Around” 
with royalties and entire proceeds 
to go to FDR’s memorial fund for 
the National Foundation for Infan- 
|the Paralysis.. Borrah Minnevitch’'s 
| Harmonica Rascals inked by DeLuxe 
label with three-platter album 
scheduled as the outfit’s first release. 


Chicago 
Art Kassel in Walled Lake, Mich- 
|igan, Aug. 22...Bob Phillips, of As- 
sociated Booking, in New York for 
combination  biz-pleasure_ trip... 
Andy Kirk into Paris Ballroom, Mil- 
| waukee Aug. 22...Will Bach begins 
series of one nighiers Aug. i3... 
| Jerry Johnson, general manager of 








| Peer Music, here visiting Bob Cole | 
... Jackie Cain, now at College Inn,|club dates at 


| tagged by Stan Kenton as chirp with 


(a field in which he} 


| to cut. 


| 





summer, | 


he dislikes intensely, | 





| 


| 





| in this picture. 


| with Schumann. 


yews | See 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


LITERATI 





+++¢ 
Cold, Germ., Aug. 8. 





If Europe ever gets back to where it was (and all of us should live that 
long), Hollywood already has the perfect double-feature for both prewar 


and postwar patrons. 


The pictures are “Song of Love,” starring Katharine 


Hepburn as a pianist of the Franz Liszt era, and “Something in the Wind,” 
starring Deanna Durbin as a disk jockey who works up to a star in tele- 


vision. Between them they handle 


20 songs, everything from Robert 


Schumann's “Traumerei” to Johnny Green's “Turntable Song,” and if you 
don't concede that’s a gamut you wouldn't know a diatonic scale if you 


scraped one off a mackerel. 
Curiously, both pix are lulled to 


sleep without benefit of a Brahms’ 


lullaby in their last 15 minutes, and this is too bad because, together they 
do not total four hours of playing time, and that leaves hardly anything 


These continental kinemaddicts I speak of believe an evening's 


entertainment should start at eight and not end before midnight. 


But when you get the playing of 


Johannes Brahms, and the singing of Deanna Durbin, 


Clara Schumann, Franz Liszt and 
Jan Peerce and 


Donald O'Connor, all in one evening, you're begging for an old broken 
flying-saucer gag if you ask for more. 


Europe is going to be puzzled by 


pictures like “The Hucksters” and 


“Her Husband's Affairs,” chiefly because commercial radio, advertising 


agencies and sponsors are unknown 


to them. And if turntable songs, 


mystery stories and televised ballet dances are also out of this world, as 


| far as their bewildered and beaten peasantry is concerned, at least a bur- 
lesque of Verdi’s “Miserere” and “I Love a Mystery, 


as done in “Wind,” 


will produce an approximation of that oid familiar feeling. 
What? No Rhapsodies? 
But what they're really going to love are Hepburn, Henreid and Walker 
playing five Schumann numbers, four Brahms pieces and two items by 
Liszt, and everybody speaking anything but German, and not a Hun- 


garian rhapsody (Liszt wrote 15) in 


the whole evening. 


The playing at the Metro festklange will be familiar to those who re- 


member Europe between 


wars because it 
stein, a great concert favorite on the continent in ’20 and '30’s. 


is played by Artur Rubin- 
Artur is 


not to be confused (would he be by anybody but me?) with Anton Rubin- 


stein, who could play Liszt and even pan him. 


always hamming it up. 
Tells a Czar 


Anton insisted Liszt was 


“Get Lost!” 


But Artur (that is, the other) Rubinstein played Liszt, Brahms and 


Schumann in “Song of Love” in a way Liszt would have liked. 


It would 


have appealed to Liszt’s showmanship. . 
He was a great showman. He was one of the first to talk while playing 


and the first to insult a czar for doing the same. 


He gave away fortunes, 


helped struggling composers on every turn (from Wagner to Schumann 


to Brahms). 
Paris doll, slept through “Tristan and 


Exhausted and old, he went to Bayreuth accompanied by a 


Isolde,” awoke to take applause with 


Cosima Liszt Wagner, his daughter, crawled off to bed and never got out 


of it again. 
Wagner festival. 
were burYing. 


They gave him a quick planting, not to interfere with the 
You'd think it was a Hollywood scenario writer they 


The Eternal Triangle 
But his Concerto in E Flat Major stole the Schumanns’ show and really 
put Katie Hepburn over as a pianist. . 
It was a surprise to Hollywood that the Schumanns could have careers 
and seven kids, but Johann Sebastian Bach had 21, and he did all right, 


too. 


That Clara Wieck Schumann had her frailties is in the record, if not” — 
You will hear her playing “Dedication” in “Song of Love” 


and Liszt playing a paraphrase of her playing, but you will see no men- 
tion of the fact that her husband dedicated hjs “Fantasie in C” to Liszt 


and his widow later brought out an 


edition with the dedication omitted, 


despite the fact that Liszt was the first to make Schumann’s music known. 


Schumann, That Is, Not Schubert 
In the picture you'd believe it was Clara Wieck who discovered a no- 


body named Robert Schumann and out of gratitude he married her. 


tually, he was quite an arrived genius 


Ac- 
before he met the Wiecks. His father 


had been a famous book publisher and by the time Schu, Jr., was 15 he 


had published “Portraits of Famous 
published by the time he was 16. 
was Franz Peter (the 


and their careers overlapped a little. 


Men.” In fact, he had two novels 


He then studied law at Heidelberg 
where he heard the music of Mendelssohn and Schubert. 
“Ave Maria” 
They.both lived short Nves—Schubert 31, Schumann 46— 


That Schubert 


Schubert), who is often confused 


Schumann switched from law and literature to music the year Schubert 
died. He went to Zwickau for further study under Frederich Wieck and 


that’s how he met Clara. 


She was 13 at the time. 


She first played in 


public his “Symphony in G Minor,” not “Dedication” as shown in “Song 


of Love.” 


He didn’t go overboard for Clara over night. 


Actually he was 


engaged to Ernestine von Fricken, who was 16 and rich. 


By 1836, however, he had dropped 


without old man Wieck’s consent three years later. 


Ernestine for Clara. They married 


By then Clara was 23. 


That's Over Ceiling 


In the next year Schumann wrote 150 songs! 


full symphonies. From °44 to ’53 he 


In 1841 he wrote two 
worked on Goethe's “Faust,” hoping 


to finish it in "49—100th anni of Goethe's birth. 
Note “A” always sounding in Schumann's head was the McCoy. He 
went bersurka from too many mazurkas and ended with his mind in a 


fugue. 


his works till she died in 1896. 


He threw himself into the Rhine, was rescued and finished his 
years in a private sanatorium. He died in 1856. Clara kept on playing. 


The Liszt-Schumann cooling-off came when the old Abbe tried to do 


as much for Wagner as he had for Schumann. 


wife at that point. 


Clara became the jealous 


Borrowed Time 
Liszt let young composers borrow so freely from his works that people 
began to think that he instead of others were lifting tunes. Wagner 
at the rehearsal of the first Ring performances nudged Liszt and said, 


“Now, papa, comes a theme which I got from you!” 


Liszt guessed that 


in that case at least one of them would hear it. 
In fact, Liszt helped so many that he was asking before the end, “Who 


will help me?” 


It took 100 years to get the answer. 


“I will!” said Clarence Brown. 
“So will I,’.said Katie Hepburn. 


So Metro dug up a quartet of screenwriters, some actors and hired 


Artur Rubinstein to play. They all 


did beautifully. Indeed, the whole 


production was the best proof to date that Hollywood still has the picture 


for the world market. 
to use for money. 


Now all the world has to do is to get something 





to Sept. 1, and into Schroeder Hotel, 
Milwaukee Sept. 9...Bob Berke} 
band at Blue Moon, Wichita, Aug. 
15 thence to St. Paul for week at 
Prom Ballroom Sept. 3...Joseph | 


| Sudy opens stint at Peabody, Mem- | 


| 
' 


| owner 


{ 


Aug. 19...Tony DeSanto, 
of the Martinique, back in 
town after looksees at Harry Coo] 
and Ray Eberle, tagged for early 
South Side plush 


phis, 


'nitery latest entry in Chi disk press- , 


new band...Stuff Smith into Spor- | 


tee’s, Detroit, Aug. 22... 


Griff Wil- | 


ing field. Group has Gay Claridge 
orchestra, Thelma Gracen, Zack! 


liams at Illinois State Fair Aug. 25 Dante and Lew Douglas cutting at 


‘ 


, Owens 


present...Eddie Ballantine and 
“Breakfast Club” orch etched eight 
sides for Tower Records, with Jack 
featured on vocals. ..Lester 
Young pacted by Central Booking 
...Phil Albright, cocktail booker 
here, opens a Los Angeles branch 
Sept. i...Evskineé Hawkins and 
John Kirby inked into Regal The- 


,atre Labor Day week...Mike Pot- 
‘son, former nitery operator here, ill 


in New York...Joe Callen of Fred- 


, erick Brothe#s one night department 


in sick bay after auto accident Jast 
week, 
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Broadway 


William H. Clark, RKO treasurer, 
vacationing in Hollywood. 

Joe Heidt, Theatre Guild p.a., com- 
muting from Pt. Lookout, L, this 
gummer. 


Sam Cummins, general manager of 
the Pix Theatre Co., to the Coast 
for two weeks. 

Eddie Dimond to be stage manager 
of “Music in My Heart,” due into 
rehearsal next week. 

Rutgers Neilson, RKO _ publicity 
manager in N. Y., back from rest 
cure at Atlantic City. 


Emmett R. Callahan to manage 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan” road tour, 
with Helen Hoerle handling press. 

Bill Tell, former film editor of the 
Bronx Home News, appointed pub- 
licity director of the Broadway 
Rivoli. 

Erich Maria Remarque granted 
final citizenship papers. Novelist left 
Germany when Hitler assumed 
power. ; 

Grad Sears’ daughter, Mrs. Wil- 
liam Girardi, became mother of a 
son, Gradwell M., in New Rochelle 
Monday (11). 

Monday’s (11) performance of 
“The Medium” and “The Telephone” 
cancelled because Marie Powers had 
ptomaine poisoning. 

John Steinberg, manager of Hill- 
crest Country Club on the Coast, 
visiting but spending a week in 
Saratoga before returning. 

Joseph Ende, former Price, Water- 
house audit supervisor for some of 
the major film companies, named 
comptroller of Film Classics. 

Robert Ardrey, currently on the 
Coast on a screen writing assign- 
ment, reported working on a stage 
eomedy with a political theme. 

David Wayne back in “Finian’s 
Rainbow” after three weeks of ca- 
mera work in “Portrait of Jenny,” 
part of which was filmed in N. Y. 

Choreographer Helen Tamiris to 
the Coast to direct dances for Uni- 
versal=International’s “Up In Central 
Park.” She choreographed the orig- 
inal Broadway stage production. 

Phil Bloom resigned as general 
manager and associate p.a. for Jean 
Dalrymple to set up own public re- 
lations office with legit p.a. David 
Lipsky. 

Bob Weitman, N. Y. Paramount 
theatre managing director, taking his 
annual vacation at Grossinger’s in 
the Catskills and, at the same time 
taking in the Elaine Grossinger- 
David Etess wedding, which drew a 
mob of the Broadway show bunch, 


Cleveland 


By Glenn Pullen 

Hildegarde doing socko biz at 
Mounds Club. 

Freddy Morgan, guitarist, joining 
Spike Jones crew. 

Arnie Arnold holding Statler 
bandstand until George Duffy’s orch 
returns Oct. 6. 

Frank Reynolds, cafe singer, had 
to cancel date at Borsellino’s because 
of father’s death in Dayton. 

Milt Krantz remodeling and mod- 
ernizing auditorium of Hanna, which 
starts legit season on Sept. 8. 

Stan Zucker placing package show, 
topped by Muriel Gaines and Bea- 
trice Howell, in Skybar Aug. 24. 

Pappy Howard's hill-billy troupe 
from WJW and Joe Toth’s orch re- 
opened Playdium, dark for three 
weeks. 

Sammy Watkins’ band taking sum- 
mer tour, with Dave Ennis’ WJW 
staff orchestra pinchhitting for it at 
Vogue Room. 

Herman Pirchner has his Alpine 
Village’s shows booked solidly for 
next three months, when he and wife 
will be in Europe. 

Saul Heller sponsgring Roman 
Vatican Singers’ Concert in Cleve- 
land Aug. 26 as well as dates in nine 
other middlewestern cities. 

Bert Lefkowitz won cup honors in 
Variety Club’s golf tourney with a 
low net score. M. B. Horwitz’s 99 
knocked off handicap prize for hav- 
ing low gross score. 

Martv Cain off to West Coast to 
look at rushes of Ken Murray’s film 
about Burton’s trained birds, which 
local Frank Sennes have under ex- 
clusive contract. 

Alan Schneider, guest-director at 
Cain Park strawhatter, resigning 
from drama faculty of Catholic Uni- 
versity in Washington (D.C.), to be- 
ng casting director for Theatre, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Fred Astaire dickering to open 
a school here at the Vera Liebau 
studio. 

Jackie Heller’s mother out of the 
Shadyside Hospital after a week’s 
check-up. 

Mountain Playhouse at Jenners- 
town, Pa., has “Philadelphia Story” 
on tap this week. 

Stephanie Diamond subbing for 
vacationing Florence Sando on daily 
WCAE show. 

Tom Fordhams (he’s WB district 
manager) celebrate silver wedding 
anni this month. 

First legit attraction booked for 
Nixon is “Chocolate Soldier,” the 
week of Sept. 22. 

Sammy Speranzas have gone to 
Atlantic City for a couple of weeks 
to soak up some sun. 

George Sarvis has been managing 








WB's Library theatre in Warren, 
Pa., for 33 years now. 

NBC has asked for a recording of 
Ed King’s KDKA summer comedy 
show, “King for a Minute.” 

Charlie Earley, KDKA newscaster, 
has been having quite a siege of it 
in hospitals; eight weeks already. 


down to Atlantic City for a look 
at the new edition of “Ice-Capades.” 
Charlie Eagle, the Stanley man- 
ager, has taken his wife to their 
native Kentucky for couple of 
weeks. 

With close of summer opera sea- 
son, Ruth Pivorotto has gone to New 
York to study dancing for two 
months. 

Frances Faye goes to House of 
Harris in San Francisco after closing 
here at Bachelors Club ahead of 
Las Vegas return. 

Jamie Schmitt, Tech drama grad- 
uate, appearing this week at Co- 


hasset, Mass., with another Tec 
alumnus, Bill Eythe, in “Glass 
Menagerie.” > 


Harry Hendel off for coast again 
to put his and Bert Stearn’s second 
indie picture before the cameras. 
Their first, “Dragnet,” will be re- 
leased in September. 





Chicago 


Sid Rose, United Artist branch 
manager, back to work after brief 
illness. 

Herb Carlin in New York to view 
legit shows for prospective Opera 
House bookings. 

Jack Warner, Jr., attended his first 
Warner Bros. national sales conven- 
tion here this week. 

Max Halperin flying to Florida to 
help célebrate wife’s birthday at 
their Miami Beach home. 

Carl Haverlin, president of Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., here to look over 
new offices on North Michigan. 
Jimmy Savage, Balaban and Katz 
publicist, coming to work with leg 
in cast after release from hospital 
this week. 

Elizabeth Taylor made guest ap- 
pearance at Chicago theatre during 
stopover here. She is enroute to 
England for pictures. 

Jimmy Dunn, Fay Bainter and 
Commander Reg Venable, on last 
week’s stopover list, here visiting 
respective branch offices. 

Bella D. Itkin, daughter of David 
Itking, producing “Ten Nights in a 
Barroom” at the Lake Zurich Sum- 
mer Playhouse, Aug. 7-10. 

; Jimmy Edmundson (Professor 
Backwards), crowned local model 
Joanie Hiatt, “Miss Chicago” during 
finals of contest at Oriental Theatre 
last week 

Jan Sterling, local lead in “Born 
Yesterday,” will weeny President 
Truman with all-steel engraved 
watch which was worn by Captain 
Bill Odom on his world hop. 


Bucks County, Pa.. 


By Sol Jacobson 


Hal Eaton in for confab with pub- 
lisher S. I. Newhouse. 

Joe Hymans weekending with 
Moss Hart; ditto Leona Maricle with 
the John Roots. 

Neil Fitzgerald, member of New 
Hope troupe, signed for Judith An- 
derson’s “Medea.” 

Richard Skinner and S. Syrjala 
checked out for day at Bayhead, 
N. J., as guests of Tyson Nimmicks. 

Justin Herman of Paramount 
shorts department, commuting be- 
tween chore at Princeton Film Cen- 
ter and his Lumberville, Pa., home. 

Franklin Hellers have taken house 
for six weeks in Buckmanville. Hel- 
ler is taging “Apple of His Eye” and 
“My Sister Eileen” at Playhouse. 

Oliver Nicoll, Joe Hyman, Irma 
Selz, Lennie Engelhardt, Herb Gold- 
ens, Dr. Daniel S. Stern, Ed Schloss 
down to catch “Christopher Blake” 
at New Hope last week. 

Shirley Booth and Jo Ann Sayers, 
originals in “My Sister Eileen,” re- 
peating parts at New Hope, Aug. 25. 

Paul Whiteman back at Ringoes, 
N. J., farm from coast sojourn. 

Frederic Tozere in last Wednes- 
day, a day late for “Joan of Lor- 
raine” rehearsals at Playhouse be- 
cause he is member of Equity’s ne- 
gotiating board, sitting in on League 
of N. Y. Theatre contract, 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


Ice-skating still doing hot biz in 
Sydney and Melbourne. 

Some talk here that Mae West may 
do Aussie tour with “Diamond Lil.” 

Simon Barere, pianist, will give 
series of recitals here for Alexander 
Levitoss. 

Plenty of trade for the Borovansky 
Ballet at the Royal, Sydney, for Wil- 
liamson-Tait. 

Percy Curtis, onetime ad chief for 
Universal and RKO, quits pic biz to 
enter commercial field in Adelaide. 

Harry Watt is presently testing lo- 
cals for bit parts in Ealing’s Aussie 
pic, “Eureka Stockade,” due to face 
cameras in Sept. 

Bill Winterflood, g.m. Birch, Car- 
roll & Coyle Queensland cinema 
loop, confined to hospital for eight 
weeks following fall. 








Princess, Melbourne, until the arrival 
of the Ballet Rambert in Sept. Prin- 
cess is operated by Garnett Carroll. 





Johnny Harris invited local crix 8 


“OQ Mistress Mine” will play the|b 


Londoa 


Most of the Royal Family took in 
“Oklahoma!” Aug. 4, on the Queen's 
birthday. The Queen was accom- 
panied by the King, Princess Eliza- 
beth aad fiance and Princess Mar- 


aret. 

Victor Blau due here today (13), 
his first trip since the war. Goes to 
the Continent with Johnny Firman, 
director of B. Feldman, Ltd., to look 
over the music situation. 

Toots Camarata’s arrangements for 
disking British vaudeville stars for 
Decca’s Jack Kapp, for America, in- 
clude Anne Shelton, Vera Lynn, Am- 
brose and Harry Roy. Camarata ex- 
pected here in October for more 
Decca talent finding. 

When present run of “Perchance 
to Dream,” ends at the London Hip- 
podrome, some time in September, 
Ivor Novello takes short vacation in 
Bermuda, after which he will line up 
a company to star in the play in 
South Africa. 

Michael Carr, top song scrivener, 
after longterm contract with Peter 
Maurice Music Co., has quit by mu- 
tual consent and is freelancing. 

Jean Simmons in the London 
Clinic to be operated for glandular 
trouble. 

Rico H. Dajou, former co-owner 
of the Bagatelle restaurant, has 
leased a new spot at Arlington 
House, Piccadilly, which he has 
named the Caprice, 

Future London Casino bookings 
include Gil Lamb for month of Oc- 
tober and Walter Dare Wahl for 
March, 1948, after which he tours 
the Moss and Stoll circuit. 

Lieut. Col. Santos Casani, former 
dance teacher and night club opera- 
tor, made advisor to the World 
Friendship Assn, 

Tom Handley, back from _ his 
American trip, to start new Itma 
series for the British Broadcasting 
Corp. end of August. 

Col. de Béasil’s original Ballet 
Russe, running repertory season in 
Covent Garden, has been compelled 
to withdraw “Beau Danube” from its 
repertoire due to writ issued by 
Leonide Massine, who claims it’s his 
own property. 

S R. Littlewood, dean of London 
dramatic critics, to be given dinner 
Sept. 14 by the Critics’ Circle to 
celebrate his 50 years in harness, 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 
Perry Como dia well on Steel Pier 
last week but Harry James still is 
top drawing card 

Atlantic City Race Track set a 
new record last Saturday (9) when 
24,541 people wagered $1,978,894. 

Bob Hope with radio show slated 
to come here in October for benefit 
of cancer fund. 

Hunt circus here sponsored by 
Kiwanis Club from Aug. 18-23, as 
benefit for underpriviledged chil- 
dren. 

George B. Bruni, resident manager 
of Clagidge, named general man- 
ager to succeed Gerald R. Trimble, 
who died recently. 

_Hamid’s Pier is doing nearly same 
biz as last year without vaudeville. 
Spot is relying on two late pictures, 
a name band plus added attractions. 

Mildred Bailey at Orsatti’s in 
suburban Somers Point with Three 
Suns coming in Aug. 15. Maurice 
Rocco opens Aug. 22 to stay through 
Labor Day. 

Lou Seiler held over in top spot 
at Babette’s but show changed with 
Mary Lou Vale, Margo Wade and 
Mildred Ray dancers coming in. 
Benny Morris band remains. 

Steel Pier bookings include Louis 
Prima in ballroom, Aug. 10-16; Olsen 
& Johnson for vaudeville, Aug. 11-16; 
Mary Small, 17-23, with Georgie 
Kaye, Burns Twins and Evelyn, Dor- 
man Bros., Abdullah Girls, for 
vaude, Aug. 17-23; and Claude 
Thornhill in ballroom Aug. 17-23, 


Ottawa 


Gypsy Rose Lee is in Ottawa with 
son as part of four-month pleasure 
junket around the continent. 

Dr. Allard de Ridder, conductor of 








Ottawa Philharmonic, on European 
guest tour, visiting Netherlands 
homeland. 


Little Elgin, annex to 20th first- 
run filmer, Elgin, will be operated 
both as separate house and, when 
se. overflow house. 

Irene Baird, Canadian author who 
represented National Film Board 
and recently-defunct Canada Infor- 
mation Services in Mexico City, is 
back in Ottawa in another govern- 
ment department. 


Vienna 

Volksopera, under state manage- 
ment, plans to produce Paul Hinde- 
mith’s opera “Mathis the Painter” 
next season, 

Vienna Broadcasting System finally 
chose site south of Vienna in Roth- 
neusiedl to build second sending sta- 
tion. Ready end of 1948. 

Burg theatre management an- 
nounced it will cost $2,200,000 to re- 
pair theatre, with little hope of ob- 
taining needed materials. 

Georg Philipp,, film producer be- 
fore the war and co-founder of the 
Sascha Distributing Co. back in 
home town and plans to re-enter 


iz. 
“Life With Father,” translated by 
Hans Jaray, starring Anton Edtho- 








fer and Adrienne Gessner, slated for 





first winter premiere by Josefstadt 
theatre. 

Austrian theatreowners formed an 
association, electing Hans Horak 
(Kammerspiele), president, and Egon 
Hilbert (State theatres), and Vik- 
tor Prusch veepees. 

Hans Thimig signed up with 
Unitas Film Producing Company as 
director for “God's Angels Are 
Everywhere.” Susi Nicoletti and 
Hans Holt will star. 

Hans Unterkirchner began work 
on the film, “Moon Night Phantasy” 
on the Ossiacher lake in Southern 
Carynthia. Screenplay is by Eugene 
Mandell and Alexander Lermet 
Hoelenia. j 

Music director Rudolf Schwartz 
signed as orchestra leader for Bour- 
nemouth, England, receiving permit 
from British government. First time 
postwar that an Austrian artist per- 
mitted on long stay job in England. 





Miami 
By Larry Solloway 

Mal Malkin band renewed by Ho- 
tel Martinique. 

Bill Zwill band into Paradise room 
of Alamac hotel. 

B. S. Pully into Penthouse Room 
of Zissens Bowery. 

Benny Fields sought by Copaca- 
bana to follow Billy Vine. 

Ben Gaines back from looksee 
trip to Coast and Las Vegas. 

Jerry Cooper set for Blackamoor 
Room after Olympia engagement. 

Dave Vine joined son, Billy, at 
Martinique, for first. visit here in 
years. 

Bill Jordan, shuttering his Bar of 
Music on Aug. 16 for annual two 
months vacation. 

Ernie Fast, AGVA rep here, lost 
all belongings in a fire which de- 
stroyed his house. 

Dick Buckley, comic current at 
Famous Door, moves across bay Aug. 
14 for a Clover Club engagement. 

Leon Kramer, who made come- 
back after 12 years via Copacabana 
engagement, pacted for September 
date at Olympia theatre. 

Preem of “Variety Girl” to be 
staged by Miami Variety Tent at 
Beach theatre, Aug 27, with proceeds 
to National Children’s Cardiac Home. 

Local nite spot owners and acts 
still awaiting clarification of clause 
in recently passed employment 
agency bill, which takes power to 
get bonds from: cafes and theatres, 
from AGVA. 


Washington 


By Florence Lowe 


WWDC sold its first program for 
FM only. 

Kay Ford, wife of Loew’s Gene 
Ford, opened D. C, offices for her 
talent agency. 

Lenore Ulric, straw-hatting here- 
abouts in “Personal Appearance,” 
feted by the town’s femme scribes. 

Katherine (“Casey”) Blackburn 
resigned as acting director of Office 
of Government Reports, which in- 
cludes the films government liaison 
section, in protest against Congres- 
sional slashing of the bureau. 

Maj. Stuart Palmer, ex Hollywood 
scripter who is acting head of 
Army’s films section, had local press 
to a screening of “China Nights,” a 
Japanese feature which the Nips 
used for wartime propaganda. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Don Reid at Prom Ballroom. 

Curly’s nitery has Larry Stevens. 

Al Trace band into Happy Hour 
nitery for fortnight. 

Hotel Radisson Flame room hold- 
ing over Joe Mooney Quartette. 

Gene Autry to headline rodeo at 
St. Paul Auditorium, Sept. 13-21. 

Northwest Variety club annual 
golf tournament drew record crowd. 

“Murder in Old Red Barn” opens 
“ 1 Dyckman Robin Hood room, 

ept. 1. 

ld Log strawhatter offering 
“Rain” with June March, burlesque 
stripper, as guest star, 

ary Diane Seibel, daughter of 
Ev. Seibel, Minnesota Amus. Co. 
chief, chosen Aquatennial typical 
teen-ager. 

Cedric Adams’ WCCO amateur ra- 
dio show, “Stairway to Stardom,” 
packing 'em in Friday nights at Up- 
towr " -atre, from where it’s now 
broz : 

Ba. .rom Hollywood, trip won 
via her selection as 1948 Aquaten- 
nial Queen of Lakes, Pat McLane 
says she turned down a screentest 
because she wants a merchandising 


Montreal 


By Mare Thibeault 

Gayety vaude house reopens on 
Aug. 18. 

Desi Arnaz band in one night stand 
at Forum on Monday (11). 

“Skating Vanities” booked at 
Forum for week of Sept. 9. 

Sylvia Froos opened Monday (11) 
at Normandie Roof nitery in Mount 
Royal hotel. 

Femme reporter Odette Oligny, 
back from months of columning in 
France, inking new radio spot for 
fall season. 

Huge Catholic pageant, “Notre 
Dame de la Couronne,” presented at 
Ottawa, now being staged here at 
Jarry Park. Stars Jacques Auger 
and Sita Riddez with 400 partici- 
pants. 











es, 


Hollywood 


Rene Clair in from Paris, 

Roy Del Ruths divorced, 

Al Rockett laid up with flu. 
Barney Briskin to Mexico City, 
Lou Pollock on siesta at Carmel, 
Katharine Hepburn in from east. 
Henry Busse planed to Chicago 
Myrna Loy celebrated a birthday, 
Nat Dyches recovering from sur. 


ery. 

Roy Rowland to Honol 

month, ns olulu for a 
ally estmore vacationi i 
Canada. “ms = 

Ernie Fehnder laid up with an 

af ny  & 
rlando Barrera to i 
for film work. Ws Ales 

Lauritz Melchior retur 
Bohemia Grove. a 90m 

Carmen Lombardo sailed for a 
Hawaiian vacation. 

Len Boyd rusticating for two 
weeks in Oregon. 

Phil Harris and Alice Faye to Sun 
Valley on vacation. 

Cecil B. DeMille hospitalized for 
a physical checkup. 

Osa Massen to British Columbia 
for a two-week siesta. 

Rosalind Russell and Fred Brisson 
to Coronado for a week. 

Frankie Hyers held over for four 
weeks at Charlie Foy’s, 

Robert Hannegan, Postmaster, 
hosted by Darryl F. Zarfuck. 

_ John Hubbard. and his wife in- 
jured in an auto collision. 

Lewis D. Collins pronounced okay 
after a hospital checkup. 

Helen Costello filed suit for di- 
vorce against George Le Blanc. 

Mrs. Charles Boyer filed a petition 
to become an Am®rican citizen, 

Monte Hale to Miami Beach for 
the southern exhibs’ convention. 

Alice Talton, thrown from a horse, 
hospitalized with spinal injuries. 

Leonard Spigelgass in from Lon- 
don. after huddles with Hal Wallis. 

Gov. Lester C. Hunt, of Wyoming, 
gandered production at Republic. 

Leo Carrillo hosted Gov. Earl 
Warren at his Santa Monica home. 

Lloyd Perryman laid up with a 
broken arm after a motorcycle ac- 
cident. 

Edgar Bergen returned from San 
Francisco location in “I Remember 
Mama.” 

Alan Hale left for Skowhegan, 
Me., for the “Life With Father” 
preem. 

Larry Adler to Cleveland as guest 
soloist with tne Cleveland Sym- 
phony. 

Alan Baxter suffered an eye in- 
jury during a fight scene in “The 
Prairie.” 

Martha Hyer suffered a relapse 
following her recent emergency ap- 
pendectomy. 

Bob Hope cited by the L.A. police 
department for helping the cops’ 
benefit show. 

Abe Burrows. returned from 
Brooklyn, where he attended his 
mother’s funeral, 

George Murphy and Walter Pidge- 
on to San Francisco for the Team- 
sters Union convention. 

Millard Mitchell arrived from 
N. Y. to play in “Double Life” at 
Universal-International. 

Alberto Lautaret, Argentine cir- 
cuit owner, left for Buenos Aires 
after huddling at Paramount. 

Cecil B. DeMille sails from New 
York Aug. 27 for London premiere 
of his picture. “Unconquered.” 

Howard Strickling succeeded Per- 
ry Lieber as chairman of the Studio 
Publicity Directors Committee. 

George Jessel to Dallas Aug. 21 
to emcee the annual convention of 
Robb Rowley United Theatres. 

Martha Stewart wound up her film 
chores and checked out for a_vaca- 
tion with her husband, Joe E. Lewis. 

Alphonso Bedoya returned to 
Mexico after winding up a role in 
Warners “Treasure of Sierra Madre.” 

Joe E. Brown awarded the Legion 
Medal by the Beverly Hills Post 
No. 253 for his services in enter- 
taining troops. 

St. Clair McKelways divorcing. 

Frank Sinatra named West Coast 
director of the Damon Runyon 
Cancer Fund campaign. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Jay Golden, RKO divisional exec, 
to L. A. 

Lucienne Boyer at Rose Room of 
the Palace. 

Dorothy Lamour and Bill Howard 
at the Mark. 

«John Boles at Venetian Room of 
the Fairmont. “Ss 

Guy Cherney off to visit his ailing 
Dad in Chicago. : 

Richard Spier new head of Cali- 
fornia Theatre Assn. : 

Jack Carson and Janis Paige play- 
ing Leterman General hospital. 

Gail Patrick and Cornwall Jackson 
houseguesting at Margaret Chungs. 

Lou Smith in for screening to 
“Down to Earth” with all crix on 
hand. 

Harriet Parsons gandering Young 
& Lewis’ production of “I Remem- 
ber Mama.” 

Bill Lombard in hospital. 

Bob Laws, ad-publicity head for 
KGO, to Tahoe. ; 

Bal Tabarin due to open with 
Cross and Dunn, Sept. 4. To be fol- 
lowed by Sophie Tucker and Ted 
Lewis. 

All proceeds of Hildegarde’s sale of 
Blum’s new “Hildegarde Candy Box 
to Damon Runyon Cancer Fund. She 
will sell sweets at her opening at 








the Mark Hopkins, Aug. 19. 
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second American Invasion.” There 


jean Riviera enthusiasts have not 
ghown up. This is easy to under- 
stand because the extremely low of- 
ficial exchange rate of the dollar 
makes. life here very expensive. Most 
hotel owners complain. abuut it and 
say the French government should 
create a special U. S. tourist ex- 
change rate to be more specifically 
adapted to the high cost of living in 
postwar France. 

Everybody here agrees that the 
Gls in the past two years have kept 
the Cote alive. While during the 
war the German soldiers in their 
boots trampled through the halls of 
the palaces and casinos, the con- 
cierges, waiters, bellboys and all the 
personnel have lost the l’habitude du 
client. They are therefore grateful 
that the GIs did not consider them- 
selves as soldiers on the Cote d’Azur 
put, moreover, as clients, They be- 
gan once again .to give tips and 
brought life back to the Riviera. 


“There is nothing more desperate,” 
a concierge of a leading Nice hotel, 
revealed, “than an open hotel with 
customers who are not customers.” 
He referred to the years of the Ger- 
man occupation. 


Plans for the Future 


Now that the first real postwar | 
season, with all its glamour, is un- 
der way; the numerous Syndicat’s 
dInitiative are working on various 
interesting plans for the future. In 
Nice,: Monsieur Viers, Chef of the 
Bureau du Tourisme, indicates that 
the time for the great palace hotel 
is definitely over. The new type of 
modern hotel de luxe will be a com- 
paratively small building where the 
client will cease to be a number. 
The tendency will be to individualize 
the customer. This is born from 
economic reasons because the gen- | 
eral costs of keeping the grandiose | 
palaces have risen immensely. 

On the other hand the rich clien- 
tele from the U..S., from Britain, 
Switzerland, etc., prefers to stay in 
super-elegant smaller hotels. Typical 
samples are La Reserve, at Beaulieu- 
sur-Mer, ‘between Nice and Monte- 
Carlo, pne of the most beautiful 
spots of the entire Cote, and the Ho- 
tel du Cap d’Antibes. The first one | 
particularly enjoys at present a tre- | 


mendous reputation. , | 


A season on the Cote d’Azur would 
not be a real one without the Duke 
and Duchess of Windsor. As a mat- 
ter of fact, this is the first time since 
the war that the Windsors have 
come back to the Riviera. Their 
visit this time, however, has not the 
same aspects as formerly. One doesn’t 
know exactly why, but 40 
French gendarmes, and some Scot- 
land Yarders, guard day and night 
the villa La Croee where the Wind- 
sors are staying. The rumor goes 
that the authorities are afraid of an 
attentat (Irgun). As a result, one 
doesn’t see the Duke drinking at the 
Negresco, as he used to do every 
afternoon before the war. The ex- 
Mrs. Simpson doesn’t go any more to 
the Eden Roc beach as before. This | 
year the Windsors live quite se- 
cluded, and only once, at a Concours 
Hippique of Juan-les Pins, they ap- 
peared in public. 

Cannes and its neighborhood are, 
as usual, the rendezvous of names in 
showbusiness, politics, literature and 
cafe society. Maurice Chevalier is 
here, just back from the States. He 
is never seen now without his mon- 
ocle. He is helping to prepare the | 
film festival of Cannes, which will” 
begin Sept. 12. The site of the fu- 
ture Palais du Festival is on the fa- 
mous Avenue des Croisettes, in the. 
heart of the palaces, next door to 
Felix’s world-famous bar. Three 
hundred workmen and artisans work 
from 6 a.m. till midnight but they 
will have to perform miracles in 
order to have the building ready for 
the opening day. At this writing 
one doesn't see much but the foun- 
dation of the building. 

Festival Campaign: 

Count d’Herbemont a few days ago 
Rave a luncheon at the Carlton in 
order to start the official publicity 
Campaign for the festival. He in- 
vited a number of stars, among them 
Merle Oberon and her husband, Lu- 











Low Dollar Exchange 


mem Continued from-page 1 


newspapers consider her “the most 
widely read American woman 
columnist.” 

At the luncheon Mis. Maxwell re- 
vealed that she had just gotten a 
cable from Washington asking her 
to go to Germany to entertain the 
GIs, :‘The cable also asked to specify 
what kind of entertainment she 
could provide for the soldiers. 


“There must be another 
Maxwel!,” the stout columnist ex- 
claimed. “Obviously they took me 
for a dancer.” 


French pic and legit stars naturally 
dominate on the Cote. -. Viviane Ro- 
mance is here with her husband, 
Clement Duhour. They’re staying 
in their villa at Cannes, next to the 
villas of French General Georges 
Catroux, now Ambassador to Mos- 
cow, and Aga Khan. 


At Eden. Roc one sees daily three 
of the most beautiful French pic 
stars:. Anni Ducaux, Elina Labour- 
dette and Marcelle Geniat. On the 
political side at the moment the 
most interesting. personality is the 
Prince Regent of Irak, who arrived 
at the Carlton accompanied by the 
Queen Mother and a. large personal 
staff. At the Palm Beach one can 
see: nightly Lily Pons, Doris Duke 
and others dancing to the music of 
Camille Sauvage, whose band is one 
of the best in France. 


The private beaches of Cannes 
have now special names. The one 
at the Martinez is called “la grande 
dame”; at the Carlton, “‘a salon for 
high society”; the Grandhotel, “the 
beach for British girls who still wear 
their pre-war bathing suits.” 

Apropos bathing suits: Before the 
season started Paris announced that 
there will be a strong competition 
between last year’s provocative two- 
piece suits, which were by far the 
most undressed bathing suits ever 


;} seen on a beach, and the more con- 


servative ones. Now it seems, as far 
as the Cote d'Azur is concerned, 
that the conservative ones have lost. 
All over the Cote d’Azur beaches the 
girls and women wear practically 
nothing, and most of the so-called 
double-piece suits are almost ex- 
actly what the femmes nues wear in 
the Folies Bergeres. They would 
definitely be tabu in Florida or At- 
lantic City. 
Pagnol at Work 


Further down, near Nice, Marcel 
Pagnol works on his estate, Val 
Fleuri, near Cagnes-sur-Mer, the 
Cote d’Azur’s Provincetown. He lives 
there with his wife, Jacqueline Bou- 
vier, and his two sons. 


Cagnes-sur-Mer has somehow the 
atmosphere of pre-war Montpar- 
nasse. Before the war Churchill 
used to come here to paint. Today 
there are still some painters in 
Cagnes, and representatives of the 
intellectual set. 

Right now, there are three big 
American cruisers in the harbor of 
Villefrance. As a result, ‘rom early 
afternoon till late at night, hun- 
dreds of .U. S. sailors can be seen 


,all over Nice and the other towns. 


For the French girls this is, as usual, 
a big time. The 
brasseries have big posters, “Wel- 
come to the U. S. Navy,” and offer- 


‘ing “Original American steaks.” And 


most of the black marketeers are 
making big business in U. S. cig- 
arets, nylons, soap, etc., though they 
are only allowed to take three packs 
of U. S. cigarets while going on land, 
the boys, somehow, manage to get 
out more. 


@: 











Tele Scales 
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cers and executives of the af@liate 


unions. In general, the proposed 
plan would fellow the outlines of 
the AFRA commercial network 
code, That is, it would set pay scales 
and working conditions according to 
length of shows, number of re- 
hearsal hours, etc., rather than on 
the weekly-salary or day-rate basis 
of stage or film acting, 

Only the vaguest details are 
known of the proposed pay scales in 
the tentative pian. For instance, the 
proposed base rates for a 30-minute 
show and rehearsals are understood 





cien Ballard; Chevalier; Lady Ham- 


Elsa 


little bars and | 






ilton; the’ famous woman painter, | to be approximately the same as for 
Jean Gabriel Domergue; Princess a commercial network radio show 
Ghyka; the British actor, Stewart! of similar length. The radio fee is 
Grainger; Monsieur Billerault, the $45, with one hour rehearsal and 
President of the festival committee; , $4.38 per additional half-hour re- 
a new French star, Martine Carol, hearsal. In the case of tele, however, 
and last but not least, Elsa Maxwell. the tentative plan would differenti- 
The latter enjoys a great reputation ate between. preliminary rehtarsal 
here. She is considered an unofficial | and that under the camera or lights. 
and localThe fees for preliminary rehearsals 


American ambassador, 


| 


would be relatively modest, but 
those before the camera or under 
lights would be considerably higher. 


Patterned After SAG 


One phase of the proposed video 
code that differs basically from 
AFRA’s network code is that it 
would provide different pay scales 
for various classifications of actors, 
a la the SAG code. That is, the pro- 
posed scales quoted above would 
apply to actors playing principal 
parts, while bit players, extras, 
groups, etc., would get proportion- 
ately less pay for shows and re- 
hearsals. 

George Heller is chairman of the 
official AAAA committee on tele- 
vision, and Vinton Hayworth, a 
member of Equity, SAG and AFRA, 
is chairman of the sub-committee. 


When the general outlines of the 
proposed code have been approved 
by the AAAA affiliate memberships 
and governing boards, the television 


dios. It is.explained that the rea- 
son.for the secrecy about the actual 
proposed pay scales and terms cov- 
ering working conditions is two- 
fold. On one hand, it is figured a 
bargaining advantage to. keep the 
opposing negotiators guessing what 
the demands and intended conces- 
sions may: be. Also, if the union 
memberships don’t know what the 
proposed pay scales are they won’t 
be so disappointed at what the ne- 
gotiators may be able to get. 
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eries, such as the Globe, Gotham or 
Victoria, Tucker car, claimed to be 
the first one actually to incorporate 
modern postwar design, including an 


ing to an average of 15,000 people 
daily at the New York Museum of 
Science and Industry in Radio City. 
Admission is a straight 48c, including 
8c. tax. Gross has been considered 
especially phenomenal in view of 


advertised nearly so much as the 
average firstrun picture. 


Museum is a privately-operated, 
non-profit organization. All profits, 
consequently, are to be turned back 
into the operation and will probably 
be used to expand the “Democracy 
at Work” display, a Palestine exhibit, 
which has been showing concurrent- 


ly with the Tucker car. Museum 
spokesmen declined to explain 
whether Preston Tucker, the car’s 


designer and builder, pays rent for 
the showcase or gets a cut of the 
profits, 


The museum is open to products 
of any industrial manufacturers, if 
their products contain “suitable pub- 
lic interest.” 





MARRIAGES 


Helen Arnold to Al Rockwell, 
Omaha, Aug. 2. Bride is continuity 
writer at KRNT, that city; he’s asst. 
musical director of same station. 


Dorothy de Grange to Thomas W. 
Baldridge, Winchester, Va., Aug. 9. 
He’s Middle Atlantic States rep of 
Metro’s promotion dept. 


Margaret S. Townsend to Robert 
Redeen, Davenport, Ia., Aug. 10. He’s 
news director of Station WOC, Da- 
venport, 


Barbara Lynn to James Cutsuve- 
los, New York, Aug. 6. Bride is of 
the vaude and cafe dance team of 
Troy and Lynn; groom is with the 
Loew vaudeville booking office. 

Elaine Grossinger to David Etess, 
in Ferndale, N. Y., Aug. 10. Bride 
is daughter of Jennie and Harry 
Grossinger, operators of the Gros- 
singer hotel resort. 

Barbara Jeffers to Jack Kendall, 
in Pittsburgh, July 31. Bride and 
groom are with Grand Ole Opry 
radio troupe. 

Carmella Chenowith to Augie 
Pleva, in Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. Both 
bride and groom are with WB thea- 
tres. 


sarito Beach, Mexico, Aug. 2. Bride 
is screen actress. 

Louise Lux to Harry Sions, Phila., 
Aug. 14. Groom is associate editor 
of Holiday mag; bride is assistant 
editor. 

Marion Niles ahd Bob Fosse, Chi- 
cago, Aug. 3. Bride and groom are 


committee will be authorized to en- | 
ter negotiations with the video stu- | 


engine in the rear, has been play- | 


the fact that the display hasn’t been | 
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~ WILLIAM R. WHEAT, JR. 

.. William R, (Billy) Wheat, Jr., vet- 
eran Pittsburgh district exhibitor, 
died recently in the Sewickley Val- 
ley hospital after a long illness. 
Known for many years as “The Lit- 
tle Colonel” among his associates, 
he entered exhibition in 1910, con- 
| verting an old storeroom into a nick- 





|}elodeon which had 152 chairs. He 
| built the present Sewickley theatre | 
|in 1915. Some years ago he made} 


| other theatre investments in nearby 
| Coreopolis. 
Following the death of his wife 
several years ago, Wheat’s health 
began to decline. His son, William 
R. Wheat, 3d, subsequently stepped 
iin to relieve him of the active man- 
agement of the Wheat houses. Wheat 
was a veteran member on board of 
'directors of MPTO, Western Penn- 
sylvania, a post to which his son suc- 
ceeded this year. Also surviving ‘is 
a daughter, Betty Ann Foster. of An- 
napolis, Md. 





Ss. D. WOOTEN 
S. D. Wooten, Sr., 80, a pioneer 
in ‘southern: radio, died Aug. 7 at 
his home in Hernando, Miss. 





| several Mississippi cities and as- 
+sociated . with many _ businesses, 
| he operated four film houses in the 


silent era. 

| Wooten became interested in ra- 
|} dio when WREC, now CBS outlet 
| in Memphis, was first established at 
| Coldwater, taking over the an- 


| 


| 


In loving memory of 
‘My Dear Wife 


| MAUDE RYAN 
(Aug. 15, 1935) 
CHAS. . INNESS 





nouncement of many programs as a 
sort of hobby. His son, Hoyt B. 
Wooten, acquired ownership of the 
station, moved it to Memphis and 
has built it up into one of the 
south’s most profitable. The younger 
Wooten is still president and gen- 
eral manager of WREC and three 
other sons, Hollis, Roy and S. D., 
Jr., are all associated with the sta- 
tion, 





JACK LEE 

John Hawley (Jack) Lee, 60, gen- 
eral manager of radio station WHAM, 
‘Rochester, N. Y., died Aug. 5 at his 
home in Spencerport, N. Y., after 
several months’ illness, 

A native of Paterson, N. J., Lee 
was a vaudeville and musical come- 
dy comedian until his marriage in 
1923 to Miss Marjorie Udell of Spen- 














a writer, actor and director, devel- 
oping the State Trooper show, Ar- 
peako Minstrels and the Hank & 
Herb series with Gene Lane, also a 
former actor. 





ABRAHAM BALTIMORE 
Abraham Baltimore, 78, veteran 
exhibitor, died at Elmira, N. Y., 
July 29. He opened his first theatre, 


1908, operating it until 1914. He also 
operated two other houses there up 
until 1925. He was made vice-presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Managers Institute in Elmira in 
1927, holding that position until his 
death. 

Survived by son and two grand- 
children, 





HOLDEN SWIGER 


Holden Swiger, 46, picture theatre 
manager in Cleveland, Elyria and 
| Akron, O., died in Elyria, O., Aug. 4, 
after a heart attack. He was man- 
| ager of the Cleveland Telenews the- 
| atre shortly after it opened, and had 
| been manager of three Elyria thea- 





'amount houses in other cities. 


| 
| Widow and two stepchildren ‘sur- 
| vive, 





W. J. PEMBERTON 


| W. J. Pemberton, 63, died in Lon- 
don, Aug 6, after a lengthy illness. 
He had been a show producer in the 


A builder of electric systems in | 


2 


cerport. He then joined WHAM as) 


the Lyric in New Castle, Pa., in | 


both members of the Chi cast of | London West End for years, but his 


“Call Me Mister.” 

Marie Walley to Neil J. Murphy, 
Chicago, Aug. 9. Bride is secretary 
to I. E. Showerman, veepee at 
NBC: he’s Central Division budget 
manager. 

Dorothy Granger to Jack Hilder, 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. Bride is a 





screen actress. 


was the 
i“Sweetest and Lowest,” which he 
conceived in association with Harry 
Dubens, this show running at St. 
Martin’s theatre since 1943. Show 
has been presented in three editions 

He married Mlle. 
Belgian actress, in 
, Vives him. 


'higgest success 


Suzanne Gilta, 
1945, who sur- 


revue. . 


OBITUARIES 





WILLIAM E. WILKEN 

William E, Wilken, 67, who was 
publicist and business manager for 
many N. Y. legit productions, died 
in*Logansport, Ind., Aug. 7. He had 
been publicity man and manager for 
about 40. years, mostly as advance 
man for road shows, 

In 1940, he went to Logansport to 
work as ad salesman. for Logans- 
port Press but later returned to 
show business. 

Survived by two daughters. 








| 
JACK D. STEIN 

| Jack D. Stein, 57, veteran showman 
and for five years manager of Cameo 
theatre, South Orange, N. J., died 
there Aug. 5. He started his career 
as manager of old Bijou in Orange 
and later managed the Embassy, 
Orange, and Hudson in Kearny, N. J. 
Survived by widow and two chil- 
dren. 





GEORGE LEE WIDEM 
George Lee Widem, 18, of ‘Hart- 
|ford, Conn. a_ singer, drowned 


| while swimming in Lake Michigan, 

| off Chicago, July 31. He had. been 

,on a week’s vacation visit with his 
married sister there. 

Widem had sung with night club, 

| hotel and theatre bands in Con- 

| necticut. 





CARL H. FULTON 

Carl H. Fulton, 51, one of Chicago's 
vet exhibitors, died Aug. 8 of heart 
attack while on fishing trip in Mani- 
towich, Wis. He was a partner and 
co-operator of the Fulton & Gross- 
iman Theatres, and was also president 
of the Fulco Theatre Equipment Co. 

Survived by widow and stepson, 





EDWARD E. HELLER 

Edward Ernest Heller, 61, branch 
manager of Kay Film Co. in Char- 
lotte, N. C., and known in film in- 
dustry through the south for 30 
years, died Aug. 1 in a Charlotte 
hospital. 

Survived by widow and two sons. 





George Munro, 90, died in Chi- 
cago, Aug. 3, after being ill for four 
months as result of injuries suf- 
fered in a‘fall. He was singer in 
Chi. and after active retirement had 
run vocal studios there. Survived 
by widow. 








Major Ferdinand R. Lhotak, 68, 
died in Wayne, Penn., Aug 1. He 
was a former bandmaster and since 
1936 had been director of the Valley 
Forge Academy band. Survived by 
widow and five daughters. 





James Whiting, 72, veteran stage 
mechanic, died in Omaha last week 
after an operation. He was a stage- 
hand for 50 years, both for legit and 
| vaude shows, 





Fred Carroll, 46, studio electrician, 
was electrocuted Aug 6 while work- 
ing on a fuse box on the Enterprise 
lot in Hollywood. 








| Mother of Abe Schneider, Colum- 
| bia ‘Pictures veepee and treasurer, 
| died in New York Aug. 6. Survive 
ing also aré four daughters. 





Mother of Florence Ryerson, play- 
wright, died in Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Mort Hall, daugh- 
ter, Chicago, Aug. 1. Father is 
director of continuity department at 
WBBM, Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs, Cecil Barker, daugh- 
| ter, Hollywood, Aug. 7. Mother was 
Dorothy Harris of the films; father 
is assistant to David O. Selznick. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Byron Nelson, son, 
Santa Monica, Aug. 2. Father is an 
/account exec with ABC network. 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lawler, son, 
Hollywood, Aug. 7. Father is a flack 








Sally Haines to R. J. Ransome, Ro- tres—the Palace in Akron and Par- at Universal-International. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Joey Bishop, son, in 

Philadelphia, Aug. 5. Father is a 
| nitery comic. 

{| Mr. and Mrs. Richard Irwin, daugh- 
,ter, in Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. Father is 
assistant manager of WB's Hollywood 
theatre. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Gene Shefrin, son, 
|New York, Aug. 8. Father is 
theatrical publicity agent. 

Mr. and Mrs, Bob Murphy, daugh- 
ter. in Chicago, Aug. 2. Father is 
WENR announcer on “Sach’s Ama- 
teur Hour” and ABC's “Breakfast 
Club.” 

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Vizzard, son, 
Los Angeles, Aug. 9. Father is a 
member of Production Code Admin- 
‘istration.’ 
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“My Beauty Facials bring quick 


new Loveliness ” 


li 








*You’ll be delighted with the way my Lux 
Soap facials really make skin lovelier,” says 
beautiful Ilona Massey. “‘Here’s all I do: I 
work the fragrant Active lather well into my 
skin. Then I rinse with warm water, splash 
with cold. As I pat gently with a soft towel to 
dry, skin takes on fresh new loveliness!’’ 


Don’t let neglect cheat you of Romance. 
This beauty care Ilona Masszy recommends 
will make you lovelier tonight! 

In recent fests of Lux Toilet Soap facials.by skin 


specialists actually three out of four complexions 
improved in a short time. 


“I'm certainly glad I took Ilona 
Massey’s tip. Her Lux Toilet Soap 
facials are quick and easy but they 
really work.” 










“My skin is softer, 
smoother since I 
started to take 
Active-lather 
facials the way the 
screen stars do.” 


Men always thrill to 
skin that’s lovely to 












look at—smooth to 
touch. Hollywood’s 
beauty care will help 
you to have it! 
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